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As in the Radio Fight, Tele Has BMI 


As a Cushion If ASCAP Too Balky AWAY Bll 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers and the 
television industry apparently in- 
tend to stand pat on the causes of 
the breakup Friday (6) of negotia- 
tions to establish a rate structure 
for the use of copyrighted songs 
on video. No moves have been 
made, and none seems contem- 
plated, although both factions have 
left the door open for a resump- 
tion of negotiations, in the word- 
age of official releases. 

That Broadcast Music, Inc., es- 
tablished during 1940-41 as a stop- 
gap during the battle then between 
ASCAP and radio, will now try to 
fill its role also is apparent. Tele 
stations in N. Y. began Monday 
(9) calling in artists to warn them 
to be ready with non-ASCAP music 
by June 1, when the current exten- 
sion of ASCAP’s $l-a-year tempo- 
rary license to television music- 
users expires. And BMI has be- 
gun gathering its material. 

ASCAP’s stance leaves the so- 
ciety this time in a much better 
position than during its last set-to 
with radio. The recently renewed 
contract between the tune-group 
and radio leaves its income from 
that source undisturbed, since the 
pact has some nine more years to 
run. 

In this new battle, ASCAP is 
seeking only one thing; it desper- 

(Continued on page 39) 


FCC Puts Q.T. on NUTZ; 
18-Yr.-Old B’caster 





Agrees to Scram Air: 


Minneapolis, May 10. 

Federal Communications Com- 
Mission engineers put the quietus 
on a small-town radio station which 
had been broadcasting unlicensed 
and which didn't mind publicity. 
Station was built in a home garage 
by an 18-year-old electrician’s ap- 
Prentice, and under call letters 
NUTZ had been broadcasting home 
talent for two hours on Sundays. 
Townspeople at Morgan, Minn., 
Joined in the fun, and broadcasts 
became civic parties. 

Feature story in Minneapolis 

(Continued on page 47) 


THIS IS ARMY’ VERSION 
MAY BE LEGION-BACKED 


Indianapolis, May 10. 

Plans for a peacetime version of 
Irving Berlin’s “This Is the Army,” 
under American Legion sponsor- 
ship, were discussed at the meet- 
Ing of the Legion's national execu- 
tive committee here last week. 
Idea was presented at session by 








LeRoy Prinz, Hollywood director 
who handled filming of original 
This Is the Army” during the 


war, 
James F. O'Neil, past national 
commander, said proposed show 
would feature postwar life of for- 
(Continued on page 54) 
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Todd Drops Rockefellers 


Irom His ‘Aida’ Venture 

Mike Todd reportedly had the 
Rockefellers, a $300,000 bankroll 
from them, and their Center the- 
atre, in Rockefeller Center, set for 
his “Aida” in modern dress, but 
decided to call it off. “Bad acous- 
tics’ of the theatre was the re- 
ported whyfore. Todd is now talk- 
ing with Anthony B. Farrell for 
the Mark Hellinger (nee Warners’ 
Hollywood) theatre, both as a 
bankroller and as a house. 

*“Aida’’ has book by and lyrics 
by Charles Friedman, heretofore 
known as a legit stager. The Verdi 
opera has been given a Civil War 
setting; Howard Bay is doing the 
sets; and the entire venture will 
be in the nature of a spectacle, in- 
_cluding galloping horses on stage. 


Cantor Vs. Hearn 


Over ‘Belt in The 





| The William Morris Agency, 
| which found itself in the middle 
|of a dispute between Eddie Cantor 
‘and Lew Hearn, each of whom 
, Claims to have written the “Belt in 
the Back” skit, performed by 
Hearn on the Texaco Star Theatre 
|last Tuesday (3), yesterday (Tues.) 
finally paid Hearn $1,000. Agency 
held up the payment after Cantor 
(Continued on page 53) 
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Lee J. Cobb 
performances 


bes Ad 


Martita Hunt and 
have given the best 


of the Broadway season, in the 
opinion of the New York drama 
critics. Outstanding note of Va 
RIETY’S annual poll of the profes- 


sional first-nighters was the unani- 
mous choice of Mary Martin for 
the best femme pertormance in a 


musical. Ezio Pinza_ got the nod 
as giving the best male perform- 


ance in a musical 

Vote of the 
usually close 
For example, 
taps for his 


aisle-sitters was un 
in most categories. 
Cobb received four 
pertormance in the 
prize-winning “Death of a Sales- 
man,” nosing out Jose Ferrer, with 
three for his portrayal in “Silver 
Whistle.” Immediately after were 
Rex Harrison, with two for his 
playing in “Anne of the Thousand 
Days,” and Robert Morley, with 
one for his appearance in “Edward, 
My Son.” 

Miss Hunt got five votes for her 
performance in “Madwoman of 
Chaillot.”” Next was Mildred Dun- 





nock, with three selections for her | 


portrayal of the wife in 
man.” 
Redman _ received 


their work in 


one 


“Edward” and 


|“Anne,” respectively. Incidentally, 


“‘Sales- | 
Peggy Ashcroft and Joyce | 
each for} 


Miss Dunnock also got three votes | 


as giving the best performance in 
a supporting role, Miss Ashcroft 
getting a single tally in the same 
classification. 

Although Miss Martin skipped 
away with all the critics’ votes for 
her performance in “South Pa- 
cific,’ Pinza had more competi- 
tion for his appearance in the same 


show. He drew four and a half 
votes, edging out Alfred Drake, | 


who got three and a half for his, 
work in “Kiss Me, Kate,” and Ray 


(Continued on page 48) 


‘the statute doesn’t appear to 


HUNT; COBB, MARTIN, PINZA ‘BEST 





'S || French B casting System Envisions 


A Western Powers TV Network’ 





bd J 

Reissue ‘Intermezzo’ To 
Ride Ingrid Publicity 
Eagle Lion is rushing to reissue 
“Intermezzo,” Ingrid Bergman 
starrer, to ride the recent front 
page fanfare. Pic is one of the six 
oldies produced by David O. Selyv 
nick which El recently took on fo) 


renewed domestic distribution. It 
was not originally planned, how- 
ever, to send the film out at the 


present time. 
“Intermezzo” 
Carnegie, N. 
Guinea Pig,” 


goes into the Little 
Y.. following “The 
British-made — film 
now tenanting the house. It will 
be the second of the six Selznick 
pix to be released, First, “Since 
You Went Away,” so far has played 
40-50 situations. 


Law Would Thaw 
‘Tce’ for Legit Tix 
To Balk Scalping 


Key to the current probe of tick- 
et-scalping on Broadway may be 
a New York state law prohibiting 
the payment of “‘ice.”” Existence of 
be 
generally known in the trade, but 
John M. Murtagh, N. Y. City com 





missioner of investigation, is re- 
portedly figuring on using it in 


his drive against speculators. 

Section 169-h of the General 
Business Law, relating to ticket 
brokers, states, ‘“‘No licensee shall 
(Continued on page 50) 








‘$500,000 Weekly Gross In 15-20 Theatres 


Hooked Up For TV Vaudfilm’—Skouras 


Twentieth-Fox may win the race 
among major film companies for 
the introduction of large-screen 
| theatre television on a day-to-day 
| basis in regular film houses. Com- 
|}pany has definitely decided to 
launch theatre TV in 15 or 20 
Fox-West Coast theatres before the 
end of the vear, feeding the inter- 
connected houses top “stage” 
shows to be aired via tele in con- 
junction with first-run films. Tele 
shows would originate in Grau- 
man’s Chinese theatre, Hollywood, 
and be piped simultaneously to 
other F-WC houses in L.A. and 
other southern California cities. 
Figuring the gross that could be 
turned in by a number of theatres 
linked together would be practi- 
cally unlimited, 20th prez Spyros 
P, Skouras and other company ex- 
ecs are pitching for the top shows 
available. Skouras has aliready ap- 
proached Rodgers & Hammerstein 
ito explore a deal whereby ‘South 


Pacific’ might be telecast over the 
system. Top names like Crosby, | 
Hope, Jolson, Cantor, Marx, Allen, 


et al., will be dickered to head- 
line star-studded vaude layouts, 
and pay them far more than 


they’ve ever been able to earn be- 
fore on any personal appearance 
dates 

As Skouras envisions it, the in- 
ter-connection of 20 theatres should 
provide a total capacity of some 
50,000 seats. By charging only $1 
a head on a two-a-day reserved 
seat policy, the company should be 
able to gross up to $100,000 per 
day, or more than $500,000 in a 
week. Talent will know that it 
will be playing not to one theatre 
but to many theatres and, with 
figures like that to toss around, 
it should be a comparatively easy 
job to book the outstanding names 
in every branch of show business 
for the theatre video. 

Skouras has his sights trained’ 


| definite guarantee that the 


not only on the current Broadway 
hits, but outstanding concert art- 
ists, the Metropolitan Opera Co. 
and practically every other phase 


of the business. Despite the fact 
that each theatre video perform 
ance would reach more people 


than have ever simultaneously wit- 
nessed any stage show in the past 
the performers will still never 
reach the saturation point. In fact, 
Skouras believes that transmission 
of their work via theatre TV will 
serve as the best trailer yet de- 
vised to hypo interest in all plays 
and artists and make them all the 
more valuable for the future. Cur- 
tailed or modified scripts (because 
of “strong” language possibly) 
would be a factor. Above all, it’s 
like a film star’s personal hypoing 
his pix, and vice versa. 

Another important aspect of the 
plan is that it will furnish the first 
filin 
(Continued on page 55) 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
Paris, May 10 
France is paving the way for the 
creation of a “Western Powers TY 
Network” via a relay system for an 
international exchange of program- 


ming among the democratic coun- 
tries of Europe 

It's conceded that France, 
through the technical advances 
achieved by Radiodiffusion Fran- 
cais (French Broadcasting Sys- 
tem), is on the verge of something 


startling in the world of video 

Having perfected its 819-line 
definition which is vastly superior 
to anything now in existence (com- 
pared with the 525-line transmis- 
sion in the United States and the 
British Broadcasting Corp.'s 405 
lines), the repercussions in terms 
of France's political and cultural 
sphere of influence enveloping 
other Western European countries 
will ve enormous. 

But everything is “pour le fu- 
ture.” Television in France today 
is practically a secret. Nobody in 
Paris talks about it, except the 
American tourists, who leave be- 
hind bullish reports on ‘‘Monsieur 
Berle.” 

In all of Paris and its environs 

(Continued on page 30) 


Koussevitzky Sparks 


_ 1596 Fund for Orch in 
Liew of Retirement Gifts 


Boston, May 10 

Serge Koussevitzy, stepping 
down as conductor of the Boston 
Symphony orchestra after 25 years, 
gathered in a cool $159,000 as the 
sparkplug of a fund for the orches- 
tra he requested in lieu of any per- 
sonal gifts to him from a devoted 


' audience and city. 


The Koussevitzky fund, for 
which contributions were received 
from all over the country, is to be 
used aS a permanent endowment 
for the orchestra, whose yearly 

(Continued on page 53) 


PICKFORD-ROGERS MAY 
JOIN MR. & MRS, GROUP 


Hollywood, May 10. 

Latest husband-and-wite team to 
hit the Mr. and Mrs. radio trail 
may be Mary Pickford and Buddy 
Rogers. Indie television producer 
Mal Boyd, who now packages a 
TV show here starrins Rogers, re- 
turned from New Ycrk this week 
with plans to team the pair in a 15- 





minute across-the-board  tran- 
scribed AM show. 
It is believed the plan might 


dovetail with Rogers’ video work, 
which indicates the former film 
star will continue on a Coast tele 
station, instead of moving to N, Y. 
as had previously been considered. 
Even if Miss Pickford signs 4or 
the radio series, it’s believed un- 
likely she will double into TV. 
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John Huston in Middle of ‘One World’ | 
Snafu; Lacks That Spirit of Unity 


John Huston found himself in¢ 


the middle vesterday (Tuesday) of 
a dispute between members of the 





Sarah Churchili’s P.A.’s 


| 











By BORRAH 


Paris. 
New low in cheesecake: Some 


smart aleck photog took a worm’s- 
(“Tico- | 


eye angle shot of Ethel 


Paris Runaround 


MINEVITCH 





You will be coming via Paree to 
your June 6 London Palladium 
opening. 

Jack Siedman, 


show biz CPA 





One World Committee. Producer- London, May 10. | Tico”) Smith’s lower torso, while) and legit backer, off to South 
she was jamming the Hammond.' africa. 


Sarah Churchill, daughter of 





\“France-Dimanche” gave it a full! 


director is scheduled to receive the - a Sih lett tor Canal 
; a 3 r inston Churchill, le or Ca a c Hilda (“Anna Lucasta”) Si 
, © annnu: aw: po ip : ' l nage . : . “o sia asta’) Si 
group’s annual award | a triy May 6, and will stay till May 21. | page—and she's a church music here studying Josephine “TP ctu 
sround the world—at a dinner at Qpject of visit, which is being paid publisher yet! : ‘ : 
ae Object of visit, which g | Errof Flynn at » the Lido Fate thou lovely: Richard (pix) 
the Hotel Plaza, N. Y., tonight. for by J. Arthur Rank, is to ex- asia yo oe UP ee. sees one ed death e ‘out 
show and wound up in Chaz scap en route 


Several members of the commit- 
tee. who have resigned, sent a let- 








ploit her latest pic for Rank, who | 


borrowed her from Alexander 








36st WEEK ! 











Chase’s act eating a carnation. 
Plenty couvert charge: Jacques 





from Deauville to Paris when he 
switched, for no reason from John 

















- peatest to speakers at the Korda, to whom she is under con- a yo ; , (Ciro’s ND i : 
ter of protest to sm ak pir Re nag GP Fath, dining with Rita and Aly at Ciro’s, London) Mills’ car to his 
dinner charging that the affair had a ; : eres tie : : : friends’ car following, and saw 
taken on ‘promotional character- Pic. which got good notices in 3,690 Performances Maxim's, drew some wedding gown Mills and his Mrs. hit a dit ay 
istics” and that there was “a.ques- London, is titled “All Over the All-time long run record in the suggestions on the table cloth and 4099 per, and do the PO scene : 
tionable connection between Town.’ Miss Churchill will also legitimate theatrg walked out with it. routine re | 
open 5 ; | iets ‘ica f ac ‘vi- r The RKO outpost here gave their : 
awardees and large contributions V! it America for a couple televi- | 9 é a a 7 ; 
be “ape “are or their sponsors or sion appearances. KEN URRAY S boss, Phil Reiman, their must en- Pan nope — _ Ben Lyon be- 1 
+ Ao ae sa : ; ‘es “ Pe, nit lig 4 intel 7 thusiastic welcome to date g - a R oa “3 ; a { 
‘ ’ ° apitan eatre, Hollywood, wal, Yes—we saw it: The Peters Sis- Matty Brooks, here to find a : 

rrade observers took — — See Set-Up Scoring And now in world-wide release ters taking turns dancing with lit- garret to script the Val Parnel] 1 
2 possible gee mee t at ~ + sea “BILL AND COO” tle George (Buster Shaver’s Olive show, decided he can do quicker in I 
on; Bie ince eS, eee ee Clos y rdic r Ken Murray's & George) at the Jockey club. his 30 buck per day London Savoy ( 

tures, or Columbia, which is cur- : . suite 

caaie  welenel ostean’s “We | ‘ e ge ° Academy Award Filrs Crap debuts July 1 at Monte SUrE. , j 
a ntly releasing = yng we Champion in Suit Carlo. ee eee Franchot Tone 

vere ptm pal 1ad put up _— . 7 7 Ilya Lopert sporting his photo- ~ ng up and down ihe Fiffel 1 
= Re: og 2 se gage By od em Los Angeles, May 10. stated $54,000 RKO check (for his sone nt anal Rage Egan directed € 
eg bid wt “4 brs aa , 7 ae Battle between RKO’s “The Set- Aes Ixes i ers Rossellini-Bergman ulcer) and his hg cl b PE sen. ~_ f 
ia ‘ xecs VE gerne ly — 3 ha Up” and Screen Plays’ “Champion” new Cad accessoried convertible. |. att ee Elysees needs c 
implication yesterday. ol, how-| j Emile Boreo (looking great) off 2%, attraction pronto—top load— 0 
ever. is admittedly doing con- will be settled tomorrow (11) or e e to the Riviera for further recuping 100 bucks per day, a 
siderable publicity on the dinner. Thursday by Judge Pierson Hall | Hy a if alns thanks to some nice guys pie 1949 Oscar: Italy’s film “Voleur } 

Spiegel declared that the first in U. S. district court, with indi- | didn’t forget. ae ae Sears a . 
that Huston knew about his selec- ,. : at “he Got_Tin” wi — : ‘ -< ' — , ' ycle), same director as “Shoe- . 
tion was when the committee cations that: “The Se-Up" ot wm Washington, May 10. uae a ee Brig je shine,” it outchamps “The Champ” 7 

as - 3 ’ : : Tey P 7 a . , y er SIX | ¢ ac P the a . . 

called to ask if he’d accept. Spiege! by a shade. It is likely that the Fibber McGee & Molly have got- months Italian filming and has laughs. Rene Clair, after ' 
said there was no chance of court will order certain scenes ten the brushoff from the Bureau Pierre Guerin (i ide op) red- slates film, I apoloxize ior having x 
Huston declining to appear to- eliminated from “Champion” but of Internal Revenue in the radio carpeted producer Donn Arden for : a be anne n 
night. but that he and Nate will not grant RKO’s request for | teams attempt to cop a capital his great 1948 show, just ended. br ale eg ; os 9 7m. WEES p 
Spingold, Col v.p. in charge of ad- the injunction against the entire  8a1ns deal for their act. Buster Shaver will take bets he jckage Se a ae twice as much U 
vertising and publicity, had had _ picture Thus they follow the same pat- can spot a toupee from 50 feet you and the lik oe ee s' 
huddles with Jacques Ferrand, After viewing both pictures in tern as Jack Benny, Edgar Bergen Att.: M. Harmonica Rascals: wainiin rage! ried france just ain't Lf 
exec secretary of the award group {heir original form and remarking and other bigtime radio packages — : = atin of hod wine R 
and an ——_ — « ‘ye that there were striking similarities | peed gest ~~ to wed Sy 0 ‘ ‘ ; U 
don, yesterday to get details of the jn some sequences, Judge Hall or- | C4P!tal salns Tax, Insteae oO “i T D f F d ‘MARATHON OF . 
situation. dered a showing of “Champion”  ™uch higher personal income tax une vone for Friends BENEFITS 

Spiegel did deny, however, state- with these scenes eliminated, be- rates. : . : P Off f L FLOOR + 
ments attributed to Ferrand that fore making his final decision. As F ay /.mos 2 — gety the ays Or LOESSers \) JERRY LEWIS tc 
Huston would give the committee for the general story trends, he | [e%e. got a capital gains hod trom Mercury Records will probably -reasi . cl 
half the proceeds from a pic which said: the Bureau of Internal Revenue. market a recording of the aes hit, Megs Sa gu ss ee e 
he'd made while on the One World “Each is a different picture, tell- Phis caused real trouble inside the “Baby. It’s Cold Outside,” cut by _.. a enefit showings is be- — 
tour. Spiegel declared that it ing a different story. In “The Set- bureau, which tacitly admitted it Frank Loesser, the tune’s writer, ®!7"!98 to wear down many top Si 
wasn't even certain whether such Up” they try to beautifuy it was —" that would never be) and his wife, Lynn. Disk Mercury turns. Fact was pointed up Friday W 
a film would be made. He called through showing the fidelity of the ee penwes would release actually was made 7) wl : 

. . = ¥¢ "Pp +: : — . c All) as a ( 1en Jerry L ris © : . 
all reports so far on the picture fighter to his wife, her fidelty to The Fibber & Molly request for by the Loessers as a sort of “first the oor ep ates erage nts 
idea “premature,” as Huston had him and his fidelity to himself. 3 capital gains contract with NBC edition,” to be distributed among sell apap th the Copacabana. N. Y., 
never gone into details of the feasi- ‘They emphasize in a sordid and “@S quietly withdrawn last week friends, the label carrying pictures sang a a ae C 
bility, pgly pattern that there can be 4fter. the bureau informed the of them both. In the event the deal via Rie ge 2 ~_ partner, that | 

Huston, he said. would be en- Heroic virtues. In “Champion” they team’s attorneys that it was nO js closed, the Loessers will cut a sega siti Gone seven free shows 
gaged on “Quo Vadis” for Metro emphasize the glorification of | S°4@P- version of “Make a Miracle,” from sigity bs the 4 ap tmeenede: 
in Italy until November and then promiscuity and infidelity. Through his “Where’s Charley” legit score sufficiently te mg uly tte 
would probably make “Reminis- the hero they emphasize and glor- . ‘DD: ’ for the backup. night ak one Fake tadio chert 
cences of a Cowboy” for Horizon ify in him broken promises and the Godfrey Given a Piece Loesser and his wife made the Seeaiians + @ te radio show 
before leaving on the tour. one up” the ger | Pig lag igo. cr ected Since then manag At J ba 

“The Set-Up” the whole story re- | T P| N P d ing studio for circulation amon oo og anager Abner J. 
volves around gamblers. In “Cham- | 0 ug a New Fro uct their friends because for five aie Greshler has taken the duo off the 
Glamorizing the Ha lofts pion” the gamblers are in one’ Arthur Godfrey has his own capi- or so they have been doing the benefit circuit. pt 
, y scene only. tal gains deal through a_ stock tune at private parties. It is widely | ha 

Value of a film name to straw- “There can be no doubt of the interest in “Spray-a-Wave,” femme known by their intimates. It wasn’t | B e tir 
hat theatres is best illustrated by similarity of certain scenes. In one hairdo liquid which he'll start plug- until Loesser was doing a picture urns in Shape for TV 00 
Giles teinn math te. Miivoees scene they both come into the ging over CBS at 10:15 am., an score that he found a spot for it. : : 

: ; ywood arena and look around, one run- additiona) quarter-hour ahead of From Mercury he'll draw the usual Minneapolis, May 10. in 
thesps. Some eastern barns are ning down the aisle and the other his usual 10:30-11 morning stint. 5°: of the purchase price royalty. Bob Burns, at the Mayo Clinie, in 
offering as high as 3314% with walking. The fight in ‘Champion’ Understood CBS board chairman | = Rochester. for a physical checkup th 
guarantees that the haylofts can do |S a It is in _ eee: where- ecard Paley objected to God- PHYLLIS CALVERT’S 3D PIC said the reason on it was his ap é 
ere , as the other is in the alley. trey adding this chore, but the lat- Shelli : ‘ ; : ; a is ra 
a minimum of $7,500 weekly. The judge ruled that the cut tet Was intrigued with the idea of | Pt ney —s ig 8 in — proaching entrance into television. 

« } . yur ite : ig . 7 60% 2 99 24 . or Pr ss - 

At that figure the Hollywoodite version of “Champion,” to be having “in” on a product. Paramount picture and ‘ber tees He has a show ready, he said, fil 
stands to snag $2,500 per frame viewed tomorrow or Thursday, | Baling is a Los Angeles pollywood trv +i first was tr and feels that his radio habit of en 
but where it leaves the promoter ™ust eliminate scenes showing product ‘(Lee Pharmacal Co., of Universal. on a joi . ; wea as : mi 

‘ ‘ ; ; = sal, on a joi é ¥ memorizi script: : 

after paying other salaries, adver Kirk Douglas and Paul Stewart at- Which John Roosevelt, incidental- «rime Out of Mind the tat as Perey = ig ag ed 

ay salaries, adver- 4), wp ne oe eta. lv. is president), with th count we ind. sone di y off. Setting will be his home town, 
tisi Meee Pa ee ges ite empting to escape from the sta- '*; preside , with the account: Own True Love” last year for Par ; the 
ing, royalties, rent, ete., isn't too dium. the scene showing Douglas placed via the Dancer-Fitzgerald and is slated for - Alan 7 add he said, with show guests and kin- wh 
clear. making his way down the aisle of Sample agency. Lee Pharmacal’s ¢hore this time Her deal is one- {lk dropping in. = 
th leser . ‘ -. Godfrey r rm i / re oe x4 i 7 : dens 
he deserted area, and that por- Godfrey deal permits him to buy a-year in the States. Burns said he didn’t want to wa 
. tion of the fight in which the head in on the company. Peter Murray-Hill, her husband i 7 
Betty Jane’s Cafe Dates gangster tells his men to “Hold Bing Crosby's daytime disk- himself an ex-actor but now a oe FT ee ee ewe ote 

Betty Jane Watson has with. '™- a, ging ood . ao pte prominent antique bookshop owner could stand up under the work. pul 

i - a Attorneys for RKO declared that  4te ts e only other parallel jin London, accompanies Check showed, he said, that he was oC 
draw n from cast of the Mike Todd \jark Robson. who directed “Cham-  @e@! in radio where the sponsor J. Ss. , panies er to the in fine shape and ready to go 
musical, “As the Girls Go,” at the pion.” was employed by RKO lured a name by giving him a mere ened go. 


Winter Garden, N. Y. 


when “The Set-Up” was in prepa- 


chunk of stock. 





Songstress opens in the Cotillion ration, that he heard the script and | 


VCI Takeover Cheers Saranac 















































; i that he talked over the scenes in 
room of I ’., May : : ‘ ’ ane 
aa of Hotel Pierre, N. Y., May question long before he went to | M-G y Brit “Miniver’ 
work on “Champion.” 3 | By HAPPY BENWAY ) 
wee . London, May 10. Sasveai ‘ , —— ni 7 
a oem Svdnev Franklin is due here the | The following wire from the a oe. ms ane Bob eri 
6/11 end of May to make arrangements) op m a rom the Variety Clubs headman, "0 = 
for the filming of Metro’s ‘Miss | Donnell, to Dr. E. Wilson, of the Will Rogers Memorial Hos- at 
Subscription Order Form Sininer * ah pital here, sure packed a wallop, especially for the many pa- witl 
: ae : ; tients who are in the infirmary. Many were worried by sporadic fore 
It will have an all-English east reports the former NVA San. 1 Hope rhe : are’ t :. Tl 
Enclosed find check for $........ except for the leads, which will be would have to fold tata ll oages Se a he eh posse in 
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N.Y. and Chi Bankrollers Aver Losing 
$1,000,000 Financing Indie Prods. 


The almost impossible time that+¢ 


indie producers are having in get- 
ting coin to make pictures is win- 
ning them no sympathy from Mar- 
tin Hersh, prez of the Ideal Fac- 
toring Corp., N. Y., which in a 
nine-year period financed more 
than 200 independent films. Hersh 
disclosed this week that Ideal and 
Walter FE. Heller & Co., of Chicago, 
who were partnered in many deals, 
between them lost more than $1,- 
000,000 in their financing of indie 
cers. 
ont revelation of the heavy 
followed foreclosure  pro- 


losses 
ceedings brought against three 
films in recent weeks and quit- 


claim agreements by which two 
other producers have turned over 
all rights to their product to the 
Hersh and Heller combine. A loss 
of $1,000,000 was suffered on these 
ive pix alone. 
othe films are “Walk in the Sun,” 
produced by Lewis Milestone and 
Samuel Bronston; “Bedside Man- 
ner’ and “Bachelor's Daughter, 
produced by Andrew Stone; “Paris 
Underground,” produced by Con- 
stance Bennett; and “Delightfully 
Dangerous,” produced by Charles 
R. Rogers. All were released by 
United Artists except “Sun,” which 
was handled by 20th-Fox. 
Both Ideal and Heller are out of 
production financing for a long time 
to come, Hersh indicated. He de- 
clared that it was entirely an un- 
economic operation, with many too 
many intangibles for an investor. 
Same amount of coin can be loaned 
with a hundred times more safety 
(Continued on page 16) 





Chaplin’s ‘Verdoux’ 
Grossed Only 3256, 
Star Withdraws Pic 


Charles Chaplin has ordered 
United Artists to withdraw from 
further distribution his ‘Monsieur 
Verdoux.” Film, which has been in 
release for just over two years, 
has played only 2,075 dates in that 
time and has grossed a mere $325,- 
000 in domestic rentals. 

Producer-star has given UA no 
indication of his intention regard- 
ing the future of the film, except 
that he wants no more bookings. 
Dates had been dribbling in at the 
rate of two to five a week. 

Tough time that the Chaplin 
film has had is seen in the few 
engagements it has achieved (it 
might ordinarily have been expect- 
ed to get 12,000-13,000 dates) and 
the average of $150 an engagement 
which it 
Senerally weak reviews, the pic 
was badly hurt by opposition of 
Catholic church groups which pick- 
eted theatres that played it and 


pul pressure on managers not to 
book it. 





Tax Break for Yanks 


Via Frozen-Coin Plan 


Washington, May 10. 

Treasury Department is consid- 
ering a plan which would provide 
a tax break for American firms 
with a substantial portion of their 
foreign earnings frozen abroad. 
The plan would suspend income 
lax payment of iced funds until 
Such time as they were converted 
into dollars or spent abroad. This 
Would apply not only to pictures 
but to all American business. 

Scheme would be particularly 
helpful to the indies who lack the 


ro bankrolls of the majors. Fur- 
, ermore, American companies 
Would be in less rush to make 


lms overseas to use up their iced 
money, 

. Main question under study is 
Just how far the Treasury can go 
Without an Act of Congress. Until 
recently it was felt that the Treas- 
ury had very little authority to do 
anything about this situation. Now, 
Owever, there is increasing belief 
that the Treasury has enough au- 
‘ ority to go ahead without waiting 
or Congress to act. 


has earned. Aside from | 





Feldman Jumps ‘Vadis’ Gun 


Charles K. Feldman is reported 
figuring on 
English for U. S. distribution to 
get the jump on Metro’s “Quo Va- 
dis.” Feldman recently acquired 
American rights tc the expensive 


Italian film, which deals with the | 


persecution of early Christian 
martyrs and covers practically the 


| Same historical period as “Quo Va- | 


dis.” 

Picture is completed, except 
for dubbing, while the Metro pro- 
ductiyn goes into work in July, 


Top Russ Brass 
Apparently Will 
Pick Those U.S. Pix 


Request by the Soviet to the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
last week to ship prints of 25 films 
to Moscow represents a change of 
heart by the Russians. Their orig- 
inal plan under the agreement en- 
tered into last fall for purchase of 
American product was to make se- 
lections from synopses and then 
have Embassy and consular offi- 

cials in various parts of the world 
see the films and report on them. 
| Now the Russians want to make all 
| the selections in Moscow, indicat- 
| ing that the choice of pix for So- 
| viet audiences is a matter for the 
| top echelon only. 

Motion Picture Export Assn., co- 
‘op of American companies, to 
| which is assigned the Russian 

ritory, is now getting the prints 
together and preparing them for 
shipment. Some will be dispatched 





from New York and others from | 
various eastern European coun- 
| tries, where they happen to be 


available. 


MPEA wants to send a rep with | 


the pix if the Soviet will provide 
a visa. Otherwise, shipment will 
be made via the U. S. Embassy, 
which will have the prints in 


charge and be responsible for as- | 
suring that they won't be unauthor- | 


izedly duped. Choice by MPEA 
for the assignment of accompany- 
(Continued on page 14) 


"JANE WYMAN SAILS FOR 





MADE-IN-ENG. WB PIC 


With the departure of Jane Wy- 
man last week on the Queen Mary 
to assume a top role in Warners’ 
British-made “Stage Fright,” prep- 
arations to launch the Alfred 
Hitchcock produced-directed pic- 
ture have been stepped up with 





end of the month at Associated 
| British Pictures Corp. Elstree stu- 
| dios. 

Michael Wilding and Marlene 
Dietrich. who'll also. star, are 
scheduled to leave from New York 
within a week. Former is now 
holidaying on the Coast with Her- 
bert Wilcox and Anna Neagle. 
Meanwhile, Hitchcock is already in 
England having left two weeks 


ago. 


Puerto Rico Woos Pix 

With No-Income-Tax Law 

Hollywood. May 10. 

George Mercader, business man- 
ager of Walter Wanger Produc- 
tions. is promoting a plan whereby 
Hollywood producers may get 
around the income tax by making 
pictures in Puerto Rico, where he 
was born. 

That territorial 
clares, is making a pitch to at- 
tract big business by passing a 
law abolishing all income taxes 
for 12 years. Mercader's project 
calls for an American film com- 
pany to establish a corporation in 
Puerto Rico for the purpose of 
construction and operating a studio 
j there on a non-taxable basis. 





island, he de- 


dubbing “Fabiola” in| 


ter- | 


an eye to start the film before the | 


ne 








CRE & ABROAD 


Compromise formula worked out 
at the recent Anglo-American Film 
Council sessions in Washington 
{provide the closest approach in 
more than two years to amity be- 
tween the picture industries of the 
two countries, it was learned yes- 
|terday (Tuesday). Company top- 
|pers and foreign chiefs, gathered 





| at Motion Picture Assn. of America 
| headquarters in New York, at that 
| time got their first official brief- 
| ing on the substance of the British 
compromise proposals. 


| The accord agreed on provides, | 


| they were told by MPAA topper 


Eric Johnston, the following main 
points: 

1. British producers are to be 
paid out of frozen sterling of U.S. 


to earnings of British pix in this 


net, for the year ending June 30, 
1949. This will aid the British pro- 
ducers in their current problem of 
financing production. 
| 2. In return for the above, the 
British Film Producers Assn. un- 
dertakes to guarantee playing time 
on the three major circuits for 100 
American “A” pix. Each company 
is to be limited to 15 pix. BFPA 
would push for this proviso as a 
substitute for the present 45°; 
quota (40% after Oct. 1) and hopes 
to get government approval. 
3. The American companies will 
(Continued on page 20) 


Bankers Still 


| Cautious on Pix 








Although production costs have 
admittedly come down consider- 
ably, check of New York and Coast 
banks reveals they are still being 
plenty coy about making loans to 
|indie producers. As one of the 
‘filmmakers expressed it: “The only 
way you can get a loan from a 


have so many assets you don't need 
res 

Combination of factors is behind 
the shyness of the institutions 
about making advances for films. 
Not the least is the confused and 
uncertain situation among distribu- 


tors o1: indie product—primarily 
| RKO, United Artists and Eagle 
| Lion. None of the other companies 


| is open to this type of distribution 

unless it has a considerable finan- 

cial interest and production control 
(Continued on page 16) 


companies in England a sum equal | 


country, plus either 20°o of the 
gross of the films or 30° of the} 


bank now is to prove to them you | 


~ National Boxoffice Survey 





| DEN’ MARKETS RR Young Not Selling Eagle Lion: 


Small May Bankroll, Boss Prod. 





Goldwyn Back to Coast 


Samuel Goldwyn is scheduled to 
return to the Coast from New York 
Friday 13 He will be accom- 
by his wife, Frances, and his coun- 
sel, George Schlaff. 

Producer has been east 
iour weeks. He underwent an op- 
eration in New York from which 
he has now recuperated but which 
will limit his activity for some 
months. 





SIMPP Wary Of 
Any New Giant 
Theatre Chains 


Joe Schenck’s plan for a new 
theatre empire may have “copper” 
yelled on it before it even gets 
started. Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers, at two 
meetings in New York last week, 
decided the file a squawk with the 
Dept. of Justice. 

SIMPP members see in the 
Schenck plan for combining vari- 
| ous circuits into a chain of possibly 
as many as 300 houses a potential 
| monopoly. Indie producers’ objec- 
tion to such v»st skeins of theatres 
is that they wield buying power 
which forces producers to accept 
| lower rentals than would be possi- 
ble via deals with independent 
houses or less powerful chains. 

Regarding the protest, Ellis G. 
Arnall, prexy of the Society, de- 
clared: “It is much easier to keep 
a monopoly from starting than it 
is to break one up after it’s estab- 

(Continued on page 14) 


FILM INDUSTRY JOBS, 
PAY UP LAST MONTH 





Sacramento, May 10. 

| Employment in the film industry 
took an upward swing, both in av- 
erage pay checks and in the num- 
ber of jobs, according to California 
State Labor Statistics Bulletin for 
| last month. 

| Average earnings were $97.50 
| per week, the highest in any Cali- 
fornia industry, while the employ- 
{ment index moved up to 67.5°, 
compared with 63.9°° during the 
previous month, although 9.5°% be- 
low the mark in 1948. 


Record Heat Sloughs Trade—‘Flamingo, ‘Belvedere,’ 


Continuance of torrid weather, 
with new records for soaring 
mercury for this time of year, cut 


into biz generally all over the 
country this stanza. Some _ key 
cities covered by VARIETY were 


helped by rain over the weekend 
while others felt the full brunt of 
heat over this most 
period of week. 

“Flamingo Road" (WB), which 
was a strong third last week, is 
soaring to national leadership this 
frame, supplanting ‘Connecticut 
Yankee” (Par), which had been 
champ for two weeks running. 

“Belvedere” (20th) is edging up 
into second slot after being in 
third for the last two. sessions. 
“Vankee” is a close third. Fourth 
money is going to “The Champion” 
(UA), with additional dates for this 
ring opus. 

Fifth place is being 
“Little Women” (M-G), 
last frame. “City 
(U) is finishing sixth. “Portrait of 
Jennie’ (SRO) is virtually in a 
photo-finish with “Tulsa” (EL) for 
seventh position, latter winding up 
eighth. Ninth best is “Dream Is 
Yours” (WB). 

Ace runner-up films are “Ma, Pa 
Kettle” (U}, “Undercover Man” 

}\Col) and “Ball Game” (M-G), 


won. by 
same as 
Across River” 


profitable : 


Bing, ‘Champion,’ ‘Women,’ ‘River’ Best Bets 


! 


“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) 
shapes as ace new picture on Basis 
of sock preem week at N. Y. State. 
“Younger Brothers” (WB), another 
new film, is nice in Omaha but 
just okay in St. Louis. While lead- 
ing K. C., it is barely good there. 
“Big Jack” (M-G: is dull in Wash- 
ington and thin in San Francisco. 


“Bride of Vengeance” (Par) is 
proving as mild around the keys 
as it was ‘in N. Y. “Boy With 
Green Hair” (RKO', lively in 
Louisville, is only okay in Mont- 
real. 

“The Fan” (20th), which is 


sturdy in Baitimore, iseks good in 
Chicago and oke in Frisco. “Out- 
post in Morocco” (UA) is drawing 
mild classification on its showings 
in Boston and L. A. 

“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) is 
doing okay in so-so Buffalo. “Ad- 
venture in Baltimore” (RKO) cur- 
rently is fading tast. “Sun Comes 
Up,” due at N. Y. Cap this week, 
is only fair in Minneapolis. 

“Pride of Yankees” (RKO), re- 
issue, shapes very big in Toronto 
but not so good in Frisco and 
Washington. “Life of Riley” (U) 
is doing good biz in slow Seattle. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 


j Pages 9-11). 


Robert R 
stockholder of 


dominant 
Industries, 


Young 
Pathe 


| has no intention of permitting the 


about | 
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sale of Eagle Lion or loss of its 
control by Pathe, the railroad mag- 
nate indicated vesterday (Tues.) in 
a wire to Variery from his Green- 


brier hotel at White Sulphur 
Springs, W. Va 

Negotiations being pressed on 
the Coast by Serge Semenenko, 
First National Bank of  Bostor 
veepee; Arthur L. Krim, saceeae 
EL prexy; and Robert Benjamin, 


Pathe director, with Edward Small 
are apparently aimed at Small’s 
entry into the company as studio 
chief and partial bankroller, 
Young’s statement implied. 

The four huddlers, in a series of 
meetings at Small’s Palm Springs 
residence, have reached no solu- 
tion to the future of EL, according 
from the Coasé. 
will be done une 
arrives on the Coast 
later in the week 

To the Variety 
he intends selling 
Young replied 


Nothing further 


query whether 
the company, 
“Pathe soon hopes 
to have allied with it additional 
resources not only to reopen its 
studio but to finance outside pro- 
ductions as well.” Young's entire 
Statement played up an intention 
(Continued on page 14) 


Reade and RKO Also K.0. 
Newsreels Because Of 
TV’s Inroads on Timeliness 


The newsreels lost another bat- 
tle in their war with television 
when several large circuits within 
the last couple of weeks moved to 


cancel bookings in a number of 
their important houses. Most re- 
cent to take action on the reels are 


the Walter Reade and RKO chains. 
In both instances, it is understood 
that the feeling that tele has cut 
ground under the reels motivated 
the canceliations 

Reade has called off all bookings 
of the reels in his Trenton houses. 
RKO, last week, advised the com- 
panies that it is discontinuing play- 
dates in a number of houses in 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Finalized Sales Plan Primed For B. O. 
Mutuality of Both 20th- Fox and Exhibs 








No ‘Revolutionary’ Sales Techniques — Increased "REP DECIDES NOT 10 


Local Autonomy Aimed to Achieve Greatest 
Yield to Exhib and 20th | 


Twentieth-Fox 
Skouras, stifiing the 


prez 
claims in cer- 


tain indie exhibitor quarters that 
the so-called “Al Lichtman 
ylan” for higher film rentals had 
_Seeed shelved, reveals today ‘(Wed.) 
full details of the new company 
sales policy. It is designed to bring 
20th what it claims should be a 
more equitable share of the box- 


office dollar. 

Plan involves no revolutionary 
mew distribution techniques. Skou- 
ras pointed out that it was based 
on results of the 7,000-mile survey 
taken by 20th veepees Lichtman, 
Andy W. Smith, Jr., and Charles 
Finfeld. and declared the survey 
indicated “existing conditions do 
not call for revolutionary plans.” 
3ut. he said, conclusions based on 
the survey revealed that “it is now 
possible and desirable to institute 
certain improvements in distribu- 
tion methods which will prove ben- 


eficial to those playing our prod- 
uct.” 
Highiights of the plan include: 


1. Exhibitors, for the most part, 
will be given their choice of buy- 
ing product on percentage or fiat 
rental terms, but “every oppor- 
tunity must be given a good picture 
to earn its full potential for both 
the exhibitor and the distributor.” 

2. Complete authority has been 
given 20th’s field staff to wrap up 
deais. 

3. Sliding scale, described as the 
“incentive method” of playing 
pictures. is to be used for most 
percentage bookings. 

4. Clearances are to be reduced 
wherever necessary. In addition, 
20th plans to create multiple first 
and subsequent run engagements 
in large cities, “where they can be 
arrasged for the mutual benefit of 
all interests involved.” 

5. Company will concentrate on 
helping the exhibitor merchandise 


his product. Primary attention 
will be paid to promoting certain 


types of pictures in those localities 
where it is known they should do 
top business. 

6. Special attempt is to be made 
to convince small town exhibs to 
abandon the practice of playing 
top pictures only on mid-week 
dates, in favor of westerns and B’s 
on weekends. According to Skou- 





ras, ‘““we want to give such exhib- 
{tors every incentive to play the, 
best picture on the weekend, re- 


gardless of whether it is percent- | 


flat rental.” 


In announcing the plan, 
ras reiterated that. unless drastic 
steps are taken to meet the prob- 
lem of rising costs and declining 
grosses, ‘film revenue wil! no lon- 
ger sustain the continued produc- 
tion or exhibition of high-quality 
motion pictures.” He lauded Licht- 
man for spearheading 20th’s move, 
noting that Lichtman’s career “as 
head of distribution for a number 
of major companies always has im- 
pressed me as having been most 
creative. with a view to the 


age or 


| 
Skou- | 


long- | 


range betterment and greater pros- | 


perity of all branches of our busi- 
ness.” 

Skouras also noted that this is 
the original plan—that 20th to date 
had talked only about formulating 
the policy and had never declared 
it had already been set. as had been 
claimed by many exhib organiza- 
tions. Before final details could 
be worked out, he said. It was nec- 
essary for the trio of veepees to 
make their survey, during which 
they analyzed the sales operation 
of all company exchanges and ex- 
amined methods of exhibition and 
exploitation in all parts of the 
eountry. 


20th’s Cosmo Buy 


“Wisdom of Eve,’ a Cosmopoli- 
tan mag short storv by Mary Orr 
was purchased by 20th-Fox for 
$3.500 last weck. Yarn was also 
dramatized by Miss pe bd for radio 
and heard on NBC in January 

Fox producer Joe Mankiewicz 
wanted the drama of a ruthless gal 
who aspires to be a stage star to 
combine with another story which 
he is now preparing. Author also 
wrote “Wallflower,’ Broadway play 
of several seasons ago which was 
filmed by Warner Bros. 


Spyros P- Texas’ 2d Home-Made Pic 


Bastrop, Texas, May 109. 
Success of “Rio Grande,’ pro- 
duced by Charles Lautem, local 


house manager and which was pre- 
miered here, is resulting in a sec- 
ond pic to be made under the same 
arrangements. 

Bob Savini of Astor Pictures has 
announced that Sunset Carson, 
other western film actors, camera 
and sound equipment will be sent 


here to work on the production. 
The femme lead will again go to 


Evohn Keyes, 
Marulanda doing another Latin- 
American role. “Rio Grande” is 
being distributed by John Jenkins 
and O. K. Bourgeois, of Dallas, who 
will also distribute the upcoming 
pic. 


Korda May Distrib 
5 on Own in U.S. 


Sir Alexander Korda, who. cur- 
rently has in the U. S. five of his 
British-made pictures for which no 
releasing arrangements have been 
set, may distribute some of them 
himself. Deals are pending with 
major distribs on others. 

Korda also made a decision on a 
significant switch in policy con- 
cerning American distribution of 
his films during the two-and-one- 
half-week stay in the U. S., from 
which he returned to London last 
Sunday (8). Whereas, he had been 
previously sticking fast to the plan 
of selling his product outright for 
American release, he is now will- 
ing to accept percentage deals. 

“The Winslow Boy” may be the 
first of his pix which will be dis- 
tributed by Korda’s own London 
Film Production, headed in this 
country by Morris Helprin. Others 
will come from a group of four 
which are felt to have their mar- 
ket in art houses rather than in 
general situations. They are “The 
Last Days of Dolwyn,” an Emlyn 
Williams film; “Saints and Sin- 
ners,’ made in Dublin with the 
Abbey Players, and “The Small 
Back Room,” made by Michael 
Powell and Emeric Pressburger. 

Korda’s office here will attempt 

‘Continued on page 16) 


Statement 


localite, with Maria 





SELL PLASTICS SUBSID 


Decision by the Republic Pic- | 


tures board recently to withdraw 
from the market for proposed sale 
its wholly-owned subsid, the Con- 
solidated Molded Products Corp., 
resulted from a combination of 
financial and legal considerations. 
Rep’s improved fiscal situation 
over that prevailing when it was 
originally decided to sell CMPC a 
little over a vear ago makes it less 
attractive now to djspose of the 
subsid 4 

On the legal side. it was decided 
to withdraw the company from the 
market because lawyers weren't 
certain that the authorization by 
the stockholders to sell it still held 
good. Since the original deal for 
which shareholders had given ap- 
proval did not go through and 
there was another annual meeting 
in the interim at which the author- 
ization was not specifically re- 
newed, attorneys feared that a pos- 
sibility of a stockholder suit ex- 
isted 

CMPC makes plastic items not 
connected in any way with films. 
This was one of the reasons for the 
decision to sell it. The other was 
that Rep at the time could well 
have used the $850,000 which was 
being offered. 





Calvert de) Switches 
To Prod. as ‘Falcon’ Exits 


Hollywood, May 10. 

John Calvert, magician, is going 
into film production on his own 
with a program of four pictures in 
which he will double as star. First 
is “Windswept,” a western with a 
goldmining background. 

Meanwhile, the “Falcon” series 
in which he starred for Film Class- 
ics, will be discontinued. 


Buck Still Bringing 
"Em Back Alive, in Pix 
Hollywood, May 10. 

Frank Buck is about to bring his 
film career back alive with a wild 
animal tale titled “They Kill to 
Live.” to be shot in-the jungles of 
Malaya, 

Yarn will be produced _ inde- 
pendently by Richard K. Polimer 
without an immediate release out- 
let. Reeves Fason is tentatively 
slated to cirect, 
as femme lead. Filming starts 
June 20. with Singapore as the first 
location. 





of Policy 


By Spyros P. Skouras 


In recent vears, all branches of the 


motion picture industry—Production, 


Distribution and Exhibition—have been caught between a rise in costs 
aud some decline in boxoffice. Unless steps are taken to resolve this 


pressing problem, 


been uppermost in my 


That the 


mind: 


film revenue will no longer 
duction or exhibition of high quality motion pictures. 
answer to this problem based upon three principles, 


sustain the continued pro- 
I have sought an 
which always have 


stability of this industry and its esteem and influence 


throughout the werld must be constantly fought for and advinced; 
That the prosperity of this industry requires a prosperity in all three 


of its major branches: 


Production, 


Distribution and Exhibition; 


That progress is safeguarded only by the encouragement of the pro- 
duction and exhibition of quality motion pictures. 


‘be challenge confronting our industry today had to be met by alert, 


intelligent, straightforward action. 


Therefore, 


it was only natural that i 


should turn for assistance to my old friend, Al Lichtman, for whom I have 


always had the greatest respect as a genuinely constructive thinker in our | 
as head of distribution for a number of major com- 


industr y. His career, 


panies, always has impressed me as having been most creative, with a view 
to the long range betterment and greater prosperity of all branches of our 


business. 


I turned to him for this task. 


I felt that he was the one man whose 
recommendations would be aimed solely 


at having the exhibitor and the 


company obtain the best possible returns from our pictures in all types 


of theatres. 


Together with Andy W. Smith, Jr.. 


general sales manager 


, Mr. Lichtman 


initiated a survey which involved an analysis of the sales ope ration of all 


our exchanges, 


of our con tracts With every 


meetings with exhibitors, 
theatre. 


of all 
examined the 


as well as a careful study 
These gentlemen 


methods of exhibition and exploitation of our films in all types of com- 


munities throughout the 


country. 
Charles Einfeld, 


who heads our 


advertising, 
also participated in the survey and was most valuable because of his wide | 


publicity and exploitation, 


knowledge of general industry affairs. 


Now, 
of conclusions have been reac hed. 


the survey has been completed, the facts analyzed and a number 
These conclusions have been thoroughly 


discussed with every member of our sales organization and with a number 


of outstanding, 

It is these 
Sales Policy. 
tionary plans. 


conclusions 


But they have 


representative exhibitors, 
which form 
They indicate that existing conditions do not ¢all for revolu- 
revealed 


both large and small. 


the basis of the 20th Century-Fox 


to us that it is now possible and 


desirable to institute certain improvements in distribution methods which 


will prove beneficial to those playing our product. 


I now present: 


It is this policy that 


Sales Operation 


Our 
a 
of that Specifically: 

Under this procedure, 
tive and firm business relationship v 


busine SS, 


our representative is developin 


policy provides that each Division Head. Branch Manager and Sales- 
will conduct his business in his own territory as if he were the owner 


a sound, Goopera- 


ith each account through fair dealing 


(Continued on page 16) 


with Jean Willes | 


Quality Product the Key 


Decision by 20th-Fox to give 
most exhibitors their choice of 
| percentage or flat rental deals, 
| coupled with major emphasis 
on the sliding scale for per- 
centage playdates, means most 
of the responstbility for 20th’s 
profits now rest in the type of 
pictures the studio can turn 
out. 
| In line with that, 20th prez 
Spyros P. Skouras declared 
' production chief Darry F. Za- 

nuck is fully acquainted with 


the new _ distribution plan. 
Recognizing the need for a 
well-rounded lineup to meet 
the varying tastes of audi- 


ences in all parts of the coun- 
try and throughout the world, 
the studio boss is now work- 
ing on the 20th roster for 1950- 
51 and is already planning 
product for the year there- 
after. Major emphasis is to be 
placed on a balanced output 
of pjctures, designed to lure 
more people into theatres in 
both the big cities and small 
town and rural areas. 


Ist Runs Biz Will 


Determine Flats 


Exhibitors who prefer 
20th-Fox product on a flat rental 
basis will have a chance to get as 
fair a share of the boxoffice dollar 
as if they were operating under a 
sliding scale system, according to 
20th sales toppers. Flats are to be 
based on the commensurate per- 
formance of each picture in the 
first run situations in each terri- 
tory. Thus, if first run dates show 
a film has high-grossing potential- 
ities, the smaller situations will be 
charged a higher flat rental than 
if the same picture does not live 
up to expectations in the original 
playdates. 

Twentieth sales veepee Andy W. 








to buy 


Smith, Jr., it is recalled, attempt- 
ed to put through a special flat 
rental system for the so-called 


sub-subsequent run theatres some 
‘time ago. Plan never gained much 
success, however, since it re- 


quired those exhibs to reveal their 


at which 
Smith and the other 
who worked out the 


house operating expenses, 
most balked. 
20th execs 


new sales policy believe their na- 
tionwide survey of = ex)ipition 
methods gave them a fresi per- 


spective on theatre owners’ prob- 
lems, which should lead to an 
equitubie designation of flat rent- 
als. 

In addition, 20th’s decision to 
‘designate complete authority to 
the field salesmen should help give 
exhibs a fair shake, it is believed. 
Distrib personnel working in the 
| field, according to 20th execs. are 
| fully acquainted with each exhib’s 
problem and also know the gross- 
ing capacity of his house. Since 
they are the ones who will okay 
almost every deal, they'll be able 
-+to get together with the exhibs to 
work out the “equitable distribu- 
tion” of the boxoffice 
stressed by 20th. 


In order to delegate authority as 


fully as possible, the new sales 
plan provides for each division 
, head. branch manager and sales- 
‘man to “conduct his business in 


his own territory as if he were the 
owner of that business.” 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Ed Ashley 

S. N. Behrman 
Lester Cowan 

Jo Eisinger 
Clark Gable 
Betty Garrett 
Stanley Gilkey 
Barney Glazer 
Mildred Munson Gough 
Nancy Hawks 
Dick Haymes 
Leland Hayward 
Van Heflin 
Morris Helprin 
John Hoyt 
Robert Montgomery 
Jack Paar 

Larry Parks 
Harry Platt 

Hank Sanicola 
Bill Spier 

James Stewart 
Clinton Sundberg 
Helen Traubel 
John van Druten 


Europe to N. Y. 
Joseph Friedman 
Leonard Hammond 
E. R. (Ted) Lewis 
) Mrs. Jack L. Warner 





dollar | 





sional 


Highpowered Men 
In Field to Okay 
20th-Exhib Deals 


Underlining its attempts to rele. 


_gate complete authority for selling 
| pictures to its field toppers, 


20th- 


Fox this week realigned divi- 
setup, creating three 
tional departments and 
two homeoffice distrib execs out 
to the field. Move is seen as put- 
ting the most qualified men in po- 
sitions where they’ll be able to ap- 
prove or nix the contracis referred 


ts 


addi- 
MO, ing 


to them by the salesmen and 
branch managers. 
Under the changed lineup. Mar- 


tin Moskowitz, heretofore exec as. 
sistant to sales veepee Andy W. 
Smith, Jr., takes over as chief of 
the Empire State division, super- 
vising operations in the New York, 
Albany and Buffalo’ exchanges 
from his N. Y. headquarters. His 
successor in the homeoffice post 
has not yet been designated. Other 
h.o. exec moved to the field is Ead- 
win Aaron, heretofore circuit sales 
manager, who takes over as mid- 
west division chief, headquartering 


in Kansas City. He'll supervise 
operations in Kansas Cit) St. 
Louis, Des Moines, Omaha, Minne- 


apolis and Milwaukee. 

Other division chiefs include Ed 
Callahan for the New England ter- 
ritory, headquartering in Boston; 
Howard Minsky, for the mideast, 
with headquarters in Philadelphia, 
and Raymond E. Moon in the cen- 
tral division, headquartering in 
Chicago. Unaffected by the change 
are Herman Wobber’s western divi- 
sion, headquartering in San Fran- 
cisco; the southern division, super- 
vised by Harry Ballance. with 
headquarters in Atlanta, and Ar- 
thur Silverstone’s Canadian divi- 
sion. 

In announcing the new setup, 
20th emphasized the changes were 


accomplished with no personnel 
cutbacks. Instead, qualified per- 
sonnel were upped from h.o. posi- 


tions to more responsible posts in 
the field. 





Mankiewicz Wins SDG 

Trophy for ‘Letter’ 
Hollywood, May 10 

Screen Directors Guild handed 
its fourth quarterly award for ‘‘di- 
rectorial achievement to Joseph L. 
Mankiewicz. svho piloted “A Letter 
to Three Wives” for 2Gin-Fox. Vote 
covered films released in the L.A. 
territory during the fourth quarter 


of 1948. Annual winner will be 
named at the yearly meeting of 
the Guild, May 22. 

Three other quarterly winners 
were: Anatole Litvak for “The 
Snake Pit;” Fred Zinnemann, “The 
Search,” and Howard Hawks, “Red 
River.” 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Richard Beckhard 
Maurice Bergman 
Harry Brand 
Joseph I. Breen 
L. Wolfe Gilbert 
George Glass 
Jean Hagen 

Ben Henry 
Stanley Kramer 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Gilbert Miller 
Ginger Rogers 
George Schlaff 
Norman Siegel 
Robert Walker 
Max E. Youngstein 


N. Y. to Europe 


Geraldine Brooks 
Ann Corio 

Norman Evans 

June Havoc 

Arthur W. Kelly 

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse L. 
Wladimir Lissim 
Gerald A. Mayer 
Dean Murphy 

Frank Pope 

Joseph H. Seidelman 
Sam Stecker 

Bob Williams 

Hyman Zahl 


Lasky ; dv. 











STILL HERE 


Henry Morgan 
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Wanger Bullish on 


‘Joan’ Gross, 


RKO Noncommittal at This Time 


While Walter Wanger last week¢ 


estimated that his “Joan of Arc” 
would gross between $9,000,000 and 
$10,000,000 in the U. S. and Can- 
ada, RKO sales execs in New York 
declared it was utterly tmpossible 
go far as they were concerned, to 
make an estimate yet They ad- 
mitted they were running into con- 
siderable opposition to the $1.20 
admission price, which was having 
a weakening effect on bookings and 
at the b.o., but said that the policy 
would be continued, as it appeared 
likely to be the way for getting top 
coin out of the Ingrid Bergman- 
starrer. 

Pic has played about 600 dates 
so far, and has around $1,700,000 
in the till Aim is to get 6,000 
bookings, if possible, at the upped- 
admission rate, then pull the film 
for six or eight months and start 
it around at regular prices No 
time limit has been set by which 
the 6.000 advanced-admission book- 
ings must be achieved, and any 
iime that the saturation point 
appears to have been reached by 
the fact that no more contracts are 
coming in, distrib will declare an 
end to the upped admish policy. 

It is figured thht whatever coin 
is obtained from these high- priced 
runs will be gravy, since it w on’t 
have too much effect on the biz the 
film does when it hits the regular 

(Continued on page 20 


la-Neb. Exhibs’ Gamut 
From Rita and Ingrid 
To Television and B.0. 


Des Moines, May 10. 

Rita Haymorth and Ingrid Berg- 
man came in for some pointed dis- 
cussion here last week at the an 
nual convention of Allied Theatre 
Owners of Towa and Nebraska. 
Move for specific censure of indi- 
viduals was turned down after 
exhibs aired threats by patrons to 
boycott films starring personalities 
in the news. 

Trueman S. Rembusch, National 
Allied treasurer, scouted fears that 
television would tlace the the- 
atres. Pointing to tne fact that 
there are still many tele bugs to be 
cleared, Rembusch declared: “You 
have nothing to fear from televi- 
sion in your territory for years—if 
ever.” Rembusch offered the opin- 
jon that video would augment busi- 


(Continued on page 14) 


IA Omits Wage Hike, 





Yens Other Benefits 


Testing a national formula likely 

to be used by other locals of the 
International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees in future 
contract negotiations, lab tech- 
nicians N. Y. Loeal 702 is bypass- 
ing wage hike demands in favor ot 
decreased hours and_ increased 
welfare provisions in current 
bargaining sessions with execs of 
the major eastern labs. Local 702 
has been presenting its demands 
in “feeler”’ talks with the com- 
panies but has received no definite 
reaction_as yet. 
Theory of the strategy, also be- 
ing by targe non-show business 
unions, stems from the recent halt 
In the inflationary pressure on 
prices which has cut aw ay the basis 
for wage demands. Lab union's 
negotiating committee, represent- 
Ing about 2,000 workers, is asking 
for increased vacation time and 
sick leave in addition to a couple 
of hours reduction in the 40-hour 
week schedule 


Fairbanks’ | Shift 


Hollywood, May 10. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.. shifted 
his production program to close 
a deal to star for Alexander Korda 
in “State Secret,” to be filmed in 
Europe — this summer. Contract 
calls tor a percentage of the 
profits, 

_ Secret” will cause a delay in 
Fairbanks’ own shooting schedule, 
Consisting of Knights of the 
Round Table,” “Happy Go-Lucky” 
aad “The Caballero.” : 





Add Exhib Headaches 


Des Moines, May 10. 

Midwest nabe exhibs have a 
new problem stemming from 
the inflated cost of baby sitters 
in this sectot Because the tab 
for baby sitting is high, some 
parents have been known to 
park their kids in the local 
theatre. Once the tyvkes are 
seated, this type of parent 
wanders off in the direction of 
iocal taverns and other night 
spots. 

The rub is that the parents 
too frequently fail to show at 
closing hour, leaving exhibs 
with the problem oft getting 
the small try home and then 
combing the countryside for 
the missing grownups. 





$3,600,000 From 
France This Year: 


Prod. May Up It 


Paris, May 10 

U. §. film companies will get 
more than $3,000,000 in. remit 
tances out of France during the 
current fiscal year and, with gen- 
eral economic conditions improv- 
ing, prospects are good for the 
Yank firms getting more coin out 
via production here. French are 


| planning to considerably ease the 


restrictions which have limited de- 
sire of the Americans to make films 
in this territory. 

Bulk of the money going to the 
U. S. is payments under the re- 
vised Blum-Byrnes agreement of 
last year, which provided compen- 
sation for money frozen prior to 
June 30, 1947, and for some cur- 
rent income. Tiite2 regular quar- 
verly payments have Seen made 
so far on the $2,500,000 yearly 
which was agreed on to pay off 
the funds frozen prior to mid-1947. 
The three remittances have totaled 
a little more than $1,800,000. They 
are going into an escrow account 
and not being divvied by the U. S. 
companies pending the outcome of 
arbitration now going on before 
Will Hays to determine how much 
each distrib is entitled to. 

Companies are also receiving 
from France 80°) of the $1,250.000 
annually they are to get for four 
years to count toward current earn- 
ings. The remaining 20°) is being 

(Continued on page 20) 


14 SCRIBES READYING 
12 PROPERTIES AT U- 


Hollywood, May 10 
Writing mill at Universal-Inter- 
national is working up steam with 
14 scribes at work on 12 scripts 
slated for early production. 
Writers and their stints are: 


Oscar Brodney, “Half a Buc- 
caneer;” Maurice Geraghty, ‘“Tom- 
ahawk;” John Champion and Sam 


Newman, “Hell Gate;” Arthur Hor- 
man, “Frame-Up;” Roy Huge ins, 
“Fugitive trom  Terror;’ Karl 


Lamb, “The Kid from Texas;” Jobn 
Klorer, “Panther’s Moon:” Lee 
Loeb, “Sing Your Way Out;” Joel 
Malone, “Moon Over Java: Mar- 


tin Ragaway and Leonard Stern, 
“Ma and Pa Kettle in New York;” 
Lewis Meltzner, “The Bowie 
Story,” and Robert Richards, ‘‘Cus- 
toms Bureau: Confidential.” 


U’s 17 in Next 6 Mos. 


Total of 17 films will be released 
by Universal during the next six 
months under plans set by the 
company this week. Included in 
ihe half-year lineup are three pix 
of J. Arthur Rank, first British- 
made features in many months to 
get general release treatment. 

Number of pix slotted for the- 
atres holds to the pace set at the 





‘beginning of the year. 


1 


Li 





47. SEE ‘49 | 


By IRA WIT 

Film industry profits for fiscal 
1948 just scratched a total of $52,- 
000,000, equalling 1945, the last 
vear of the war It represented a 
fairly steep dip from '47 when the 
seven majors (United Artists ex- 
cepted) garnered some $90,000,000 
for the year With the total 
weighed down by wholesale write 
offs of expensive pix which failed 
to meet negative costs, it now be- 
comes apparent that the 1949 total 
net will forge considerably ahead 
of the °48 take 

Paramount, sixth company to 
report, again nailed down first spot 
among the majors with $24,357,102 
ior the °48 semester Airing its 
take this week, Par’s figure com 
pares with $31.440.477 net in 1947 
Its gross revenues slid to $173 
928,28 against $186,301.570 for 
the previous 12 months 

Only company yet to report is 
RKO After wholesale writeoffs 
On expensive weakies, that outfit 
came up with a loss of $356,024 tor 
the nine-month period RKO xe- 
port will be made within the next 
10 days Since its final quarter 
was tairly satistactory and most of 
the iosses on pix already taken, ii 
is understood that the company 
will show an approximate profit ot 
$500,000 for the year 

Par’s equivalent earnings on 
common stock came to $3.63 per 
share on 6,715,039 outstanding 

(Continued on page 18) 


UA Moving Into 


German Market 


Setting up of a= distribution 
outlet in Germany is a prime item 
on the agenda of Arthur W. Kelly. 
United Artists exec v. p.. who 
took off for Europe Monday (9). 
He's heading also for London to 
make further attempts to convert 
UA’s Odeon Theatres holdings into 
dollars and to try to get circuit 
bookings for UA pix. He'll also 
go to Italy to ink a deal with Fer- 
rucio Caramelli for distribution of 
UA product there. 

Projects on Kelly’s schedule 
came in for discussion Monday 
morning by the UA board, just be- 
fore he left. Meeting otherwise 


,Wwas more or less routine with 


nothing further heard of efforts 
during recent months by owners 
Mary Pickford and Charles Chap- 
lin to sell the company 
UA is planning to have a Ger- 
man national set up its Reich or- 
ganization and handle its product 
on a percentage basis. Kelly will 
meet with the company’s prospec- 
tive distrib, whose name has _ not 
been disclosed, in Paris to make 
necessary arrangements 
No Coin From Reich 
Yank firms are not getting any 
income out of the Reich at pres- 
ent. All they are getting is actual 
expenses, which are coming out of 
(Continued on page 14) 


Mono- ABP’ s Quartet 


Although four scripts have been 
decided upon to launch Monogram 
Pictures-Associated British  Pic- 
tures’ long-term joint production 
program, identity of the properties 
awaits a joint announcement from 
both companies. Stories were 
chosen last week by Monogram 
toppers Steve Broidy and Norton 
V. Richey as well as Associated 
execs Robert Clark and William 
Moffat - 

Managing director of Associated 
British-Pathe, Moffat returned to 
Britain last week on the Queen 
Mary after a week’s stay in New 
York Also sailing was Clifford 
Dickinson, Mono-AA rep for the 
United Kingdom Meanwhile, 
Clark is on the Coast conferring 
with Broidy on the film-making 
venture which is slated to start in 
England next September The 
ABP head may return to Britain 


j late this week. 





ON Goldwyn’s Plan for Org to Aid 


Indies Stalled by Hughes’ 207, Balk 


Co. by Co. 


With all profit figures in for 
fiscal 1948 except for RKO, 
the official score tor the year 
ot each major is listed below 
In the case ot Universal, total 
represents a loss 


Company ‘48 Net ‘47 Net 
1. Paramount $24.557.102 $31,449,477 
2 2th 12,.500.000 14.003.640 
$s Warners 11,837,000 22.094.000 
4. Metro 5,309,659 11,626,427 
3. Columbia 965.000 3.707.000 
6. RKO 500 .000* 5.085.847 
7. Universal 3,162,812 3,230,017 

* Estimated * Loss 





FCC Won t Nix NBC 


TV Shows for Pix 
Theatres—Denny 


NBC exec veepee Charles R 
Denny denied reports this week 
that NBC would be prohibited by 
the Federal Communications Com 
mission from building programs 
for exclusive theatre television use 
Those raising the issue maintained 
that NBC was licensed to operate 
in the public’s “interest, con- 
venience and necessity’ and would 
therefore be violating its license 
by building shows for which a 
| theatre would charge admission 
and which would not be available 
for home reception 

Denny, who was chairman of the 
FCC before moving over to NBC, 
pointed out, however, that the net 
work in itself held no license trom 
the Commission Licenses are 
held by the individual stations 
owned-and-operated by the web 
Thus, he claimed, NBC will be able 
to package programs for exclusive 
theatre tele use under its present 
corporate setup and without seek- 
ing special permission trom the 
Commission. 

In answer to a letter from Gael 
Sullivan, exee director of the Thea 
i tre Owners of America, on NBC's 
potential assistance in getting the- 
atre TV started, Denny listed two 
other types of programs that might 
be available to theatres. These 
include special events, which are 

(Continued on page 14) 


CINSBERG’S $260,000 
TOP PARAMOUNT PAY 


Paramount's compensation to its 
officers and directors during 1948 
climbed a shade to a total of $1,- 
253.235 against $1,199,783 doled 
out in 47. Two top officers, Leon- 
ard H. Goldenson, theatre chief. 
and Henry Ginsberg, studio vee- 
pee, took fairly substantial raises 
Goldenson’s paychecks were upped 
$13,000 to a vearly stint of $104,- 
000 while Ginsberg’s pay was 
hiked to $260,000 from a previous 
$241.000 

Barney Balaban, company’s prez. 
again received $156,000 for the 
year plus an expense allowance of 
$20,800. Charles M. Reagan, erst- 
while sales veepee, took $91,000: 
Adolph Zukor, board chairman 
$110,080; Y. Frank Freeman, stu- 
dio veepee, $130,000, and Austin 
C. Keough. veepee and = general 
counsel, $91,000 

Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett, at- 
torneys active in defending Para- 
mount in the Government §anti- 
trust suit, were paid total legal 
fees of $210,750. Hemphill, Noyes 
& Co., brokers, took $75,904 while 
the Manufacturers Trust Co. was 
paid $31,035 as stock transfer 
agent and trustee of Par’s pension 
plan 

Listed as top stockholder among 
the directors is Maurice Newton 
partner in Hallgarten & Co., with 
18,597 shares. Theatre partner E 
V. Richards is the controlling 
stockholder of Rochelle Investment 
Corp. which owns 14,500 shares 
Stanton Griffis, U. S. Ambassador 
to Egypt. is in third spot with 8.- 
j 700 shares. 


a 


Samuel Goldwyn and Howard 
Hughes are currently in a_ polite 


hassle that is stalling renewal of 


the producer's distribution con- 
tract with RKO. Inability to come 
fo an agreement grows out of an 
extensive new plan by Goldwya 
to aid and promote other indies, 
for whom he would provide finane- 
ing, studio facilities, distribution 
and sales supervision 

Goldwyn and Hughes have 
igreed to extend for 60 days the 
date by which the producer must 
pick up his option on the highly 
favorable 20°) distribution deal he 
holds. It is hoped the added time 
will give them opportunity to ne- 
gotlate an agreement satistactory 
to both sides. In any event, Gold- 
wyn Is expected to renew 

Producer’s pact with RKO ex- 
pires June 30 and he is required 
to give tormal notice 30 davs ear- 
lier of his intentions to stick with 
the company He now has until 
\ug. | to pick up the option, with 
the new contract becoming effee- 
tive Sept. 1 

Goldwyn's current pact provides 
that he may distribute through 
RKO the product of any other in- 
die, but that it must bear the Gold- 
wyn label—either “A Samuel Gold- 
wyn Production” or “Samuel Goid- 
wyn Presents.’ These films are 
entitled to the same 20°) terms 
that Goldwyn’'s personal produc- 
tions get 

Important 


producers, however, 


(Continued on page 18) 


Took 5 Scripts to Get 
Breen OK on Young’s 
[llesitimacy Picture 


Despite its theme of illegitimacy, 
Emerald Productions’ “Not 
Wanted” won the green light from 
the Joe Breen office after submis- 
sion of a fifth seript It was 4a 
long, hard pull Collier Young, who 
co-produced with his actress-wife 
Ida Cupino, said in New York Mon- 
day (9). Both he and Miss Lupino 
authored the screen treatments on 
the story which they bought from 
Malvin Wald and Paul Jarrico. 

Budget on “Not Wanted,” ac- 
cording to Young, will tally around 
$400.000 when final figures are in. 
Film Classics is distributing. Dur- 
ing a two or three week stay in 
town Young and Miss Lupino wilt 
conter with FC toppers on a June 
release of the picture. Unlike 
most FC product, “Not Wanted” 
will likely open at some other 
Broadway house, possibly the 
Globe or Rivoli. 

kmerald’s second venture, Young 
reveated, will be “Never Fear,” a 
pictuic which will deal with the 
polio problem. He and his actress- 
wife already have written 50 pages 
of the story that’s based to a large 
extent upon some of her own ex- 
periences. It’s tentatively due to 
go. before the cameras late in June. 
FC may handle release although 
Emerald’s deals with the distrib 
are on a picture-to-picture basis. 


‘Pan’ Start Gives Disney 
Record 6 Features Lensing 


Hollywood, May 10. 

Production activity on the Walt 
Disney lot hits a postwar high with 
the start of “Peter Pan,” making a 
total of six features with a com- 
bined budget of more than $15.- 
000,000. 

Other productions on the Disney 
agenda are “Treasure Island,” live- 





action picture, and four animations, 


“Hiawatha,” “The Adventures of 
Ichabod and Mr. Toad.” “Cinder- 
ella” and “Alice in Wonderland.” 


Henry Willson Joins FA 


Hollywood, May 10. 
Henry Willson, who. resigned 
several months ago as assistant to 
David ©. Selznick following a six- 
year association, has returned to 
the talent agency biz in an exec 

capacity with Famous Artists. 
He was veepee of Zeppo Marx 
agency for seven years before join- 


jing Selznick. 


te Te a 
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It Happens Every Spring 
(ONE SONG) 

Twentieth Fox release of William Perl- 
berg production. Stars Ray Milland, Jean 
Peters. Paul Douglas: features Ed Begley, 
Ted de Corsia. Ray Collins, Jesse Royce 
Landis. Directed by Lloyd Bacon. Screen- 

lav. Valentine Davies, based on_ story 

xv Davies. Shirley W. Smith: camera, Joe 
MacDonald: editor, Dorothy Spencer; title 
yivrow 


gong. Mack Gordon and Joseph 
Previewed N. Y., April 26, °49. Running 
time. &7 MAINS. 

Vernon Simpson Ray Milland 
Deborah Greenleaf Jean Peters 
Monk Lanigan Paul Douglas 
Sione Tr Ed Begley 
Dolan Ted de Corsia 
Professor Greenleaf Ray Collins 
Mrs. Greenleaf Jessie Royce Landis 
Schmidt Alan Hale, .J1 
Isbell Bill Murphys 
Professor Forsytt William E. Greet 
Bell Edward Keane 
Mueller Gene Evans 
Parke) me Al Ebe: 
Mies Collins tuth Lee 
Fan John Butler 
Miss Mengalstein Jane Van Duser 
Mac Ray Teal 
Professor Grandon Khodes 
Policeman Mickey Sim} son 
Bo) Johnny Calkins 
Doctor Harry Cheshire 
Clerk Harry Seymour 
Reporters Robt. B. Williams, Chas. Flynn 


Twentieth-Fox scripter Valentine 
Davies. who hit his mark as a 
comedy-fantasy writer with ‘“Mir- 
acie on 34th Street,” has done it 
again in se) Happens Every 
Spring.” Story of a college chem- 
istry professor who becomes a big- 
league baseball pitcher, “Spring” 
has a slight fantasy twist similar 
to the Sania Claus angle in “Mir- 
acic”’ that provides just as much 
humor. In addition, it has Rav 
Milland and Paul Douglas, and to 
a lesser degree, Jean Peters, to add 
marquee lustre. Tieing all these 
in with the exploitable baseball 
format. it looks like a four-bagger 
at any boxoffice. 

Credit for the original story 
and it’s a nitty—goes to Shirley 
W. Smith. student registrar at the 
Univ. of Michigan. Smith penned 
his yarn about the chemistry prot 
who. in searching for a bug deter- 
rent for trees, comes up with a 
solution that will repel any wood 
coming in contact with it. Already 
bitten with the baseball bug, the 
yedant immediately hits upon the 
idea of rubbing the formula into 
a ball Results are self-evident 
He taiks his way into a crack at 
the big leagues, wins 38 games and 
the World Series his first season 
and then, through a lucky accident 
is able to bow out happily and 
return to his college lectures 

Davies has fashioned the yarn 
into a_ fast-paced and = chuckly 
ecreenplay adding the fanciful 
romantic touches to give the film 
a wider audience appeal. While 
more could probably have been 
done with the story twist to trans- 
form some of those chuckles into 
bellylaughs. there are enough ad- 
vantages taken of it to maintain 
the obvious tongue-in-cheek mood 
for which both Smith and Davies 
were striving. Scene has _ been 
moved trom Michigan to another 
university. probably Missouri, to 
get it closer to the St. Louis Cards, 
for whom the prof supposed!y 
pitches. While no legit ballplayers 
appear, the baseball atmosphere, 
both on the field and in the club- 
house, looks as authentic as the 
college sequences. 

Cast is a lengthy one but Mil- 
land and Douglas carry almost the 
entire load alone. Milland is the 

rof and does a surprisingly good 
job in the baseball sequences, 
despite the role being completely 
different from anything he has 
essayed heretofore. Technical as- 
pects of his pitching will pass with 
even the most rabid ball fans, and 
he looks equally at home in the 
classroom or in the clinches with 
Miss Peters. Douglass, as Milland’s 
catcher, gets free rein on his mug- 

#ing in a role tailored to his tal- 
ents. He, too, looks good in the 
baseball scenes. 

Rest of the cast, under Lloyd 
Bacon's smart direction, fares ac- 
ceptably. Miss Peters demon- 
strates little thesping ability as 
Milland’s vis-a-vis, but the part 
doesn't call for much; so she gets 
by. Ed Begley, as the ball club's 
owner; Ted de Corsia, the man- 
ager, and Ray Collins and Jesse 
Royce Landis, as the university 
president and his wife, add to the 
general fun. Producer’ William 
Perlberg has mounted the film 
wll, and Joe MacDonald's camera 
sc.) rvision, especially in the base- 
ball scenes, is standout. 

_ Title song, cleffed by Mack 
Gordon and Joseph Myrow, is al- 
ready building on disk jockey 
shows and jukeboxes, In the film, 
however, it gets no spotlighting, 
being aired only over the opo ing 
credits. Stal. 


French Nix Sartori Shorts 
Paris. April 26 

French cinema administration 
has denied the request of William 
Sartori to provide shorts for his 
programs by cutting down feature 
westerns. 

Authorities contend the = shorts 
tonstitute new pix and have to be 
imported under the quota. 


Miniature Reviews 


“It Happens Every Spring” 


(20th). Ray Milland. Paul 
Douglas in baseball comedy- 
fantasv; good b.o. prospects. 

“The Lady Gambles” (VU). 


Barbara Stanwyck in a siow- 


paced story of a psychiatric 

gambler; okay boxoffice. 
“The Judge Steps Out” 

(RKO). Mildly entertaining 


comedy of a jurist’s last, mid- 
die-aged fling. 


‘“Roughshod” (RKO). Over- 
long western, for duals and 
action houses 

“The Window” (RKO) 
Socko suspense. No marquee 
strength but strong, exploit- 
abie entertainment 

‘Amazon Quest” (FC). Rou- 
tine jungle adventure pic for 
duaters 

“Roll, Thunder, Roll” (Color) 


EL Another in “Red Ryder” 
series for Saturday matinee 
trade 


“Outlaw Country” (SG). 
Good Lash La Rue oater; okay 
for padding double bills. 

“Arctic Fury” (Indie). Saga 
of the Arctic’s flying doctor, 
okay for special bookings and 
dualer in general situations. 

“The Germans Strike Again” 
(Greek) (Indie). Greek farce 
about postwar Athens; strictly 
for Greek language houses. 


“Don Quixote De La Man- 
cha” (Spanish) (Indie). Cer- 
vantes’ varn made into elabo- 


rate film; mainly foreign- 


languagers 


1or 





The Lady Gambles 


Universal release of Michel Kraike pro- 


duction. Stars Barbara Stanwyck, Robert 
Preston, Stephen McNally: features Edith 
Barreit, John Hoyt Directed by Michael 
Gordon. Screenplay, Roy Huggins, based 


on story by Lewis Meltzer and Oscal Saul, 


adapted by Halsted Welles: camera. Rus- 
sell Metty: editor, Milton Carruth: music, 
Frank Skinne1 Tradeshown N. Y., May 
9, ’°49. Running time, 98 MINS. 

Joan Boothe Jarbara Stanwyck 
David Boothe Robert’ Preston 
Corrigan Stephen MeNally 
is Gi 1) Edith Barrett 
ts SER csc cbsweees John Hoyt 
: -..bbéivetshivdens's Elliott Sullivan 
PIES <i, kos eae es Oe John Harmon 
Seer es ee Phil Van Zandt 
co ae Leif Erickson 
ee eee ee Curt Conway 
Pawnbroker Houseley Stevenson 
Mi Sutherland Don Beddoe 
Mrs. Sutherland Nana Bryant 
Beliboy Anthony Curtis 
PeGes S0OPR: i oc csenwes Peter Leeds 


i): Eee ee Frank Moran 
Crpee LARP... vcseseses Esther Howard 
Bert John Indrisano 


“The Lady Gambles” marks an- 
other film entry in the psvchiatric 
sweepstakes—this time of a gal 
who becomes a gambling addict be- 
cause of a guilt complex. Loosely- 
contrived story carries a modicum 
of interest and is technically well 
done but still bears overtones of 
earlier pictures on basically the 
same subject. With Barbara Stan- 
wyck on tap to embellish the mar- 
quee, it should appeal to 
femme audiences and will hold its 
own in most situations. 


Story meanders too long for top 
results. Veiled hints are tossed 
out from time to time on the rea- 
sons for the gal’s mental instabil- 
ity but, when it is finally revealed 
at the end of a slow 98 minutes, 
the story twist has lost its punch. 
Scripter Roy Huggins and director 
Michael Gordon tee off the story 
en a fast pace. and interject sev- 
eral promising bits of business to 
maintain interest, but the overall 
pace is slow. 

Miss Stanwyck is the lady who 
gambles and the role is practically 
a tour de force for her. giving her 
numerous opportunities for emo- 
tions, ranging from humor to hys- 


terics. She does her usual ¢apa- 
ble job. Standout in the film is 
Stephen McNally. as the profes- 


sional gambler who takes her un- 
der his wing until she snafus even 
his operations with her excesses. 
then drops her cold. Robert Pres- 
ton does an equally capable job 
as the husband who gives her up 
as a lost cause but finally, with the 
aid of a friendly police doctor, cuts 
through the mental block and 
wraps up the film for a h. ppy 
ending. 
Supporting 
ably. John 


cast works 
Hovt is good as the 
medico and other okay bits are 
turned in by Elliott Sullivan, as 
MecNally’s hood, and John Harmon. 
Phil Van Zandt and Leif Erickson 
as members of a gambling svndi- 
cate. With Las Vegas gambling 
ioints competing with the Boulder 
dam for honors. the picture is 
mounted on lush and authentic 
celts, Other credits hoisted by 
vroducer Michel Kraike include a 
neat mood score by Frank Skinner 
“nd good lensing by Russell Met- 
ty. Milton Carruth’s editing, 
hough. is on the debit side. 

Stal. 


accept- 


K. C. Tsien, general manager of 
China Film Enterprises of New 
York. has left to join the de- 
partment of mass communications 
for the United Nations Educational. 
Scientific and Cultural 
tion. 


Martha 


the | 


Organiza- 
i 


The Judge Steps Out 

Hollywood, May 10. 
RKO release of Michel Kraike (‘Sid Ro- 
gell} production. Stars Alexander Knox, | 
Ann Sothern: features George Tobias, | 
Sharyn Moffett, Florence Bates, Frieda 
Inescort, Myrna Dell, lan Wolte. Directed 
by Boris Ingster. Screenplay, Ingster and 
Knox: based on story by Ingster; camera. 





Robert de Grasse: musis, Leigh Harline: 
editor, Les Milibrook. Tradeshown May | 
10, 49. Running time, 91 MINS. 

Judge Bailey....... . Alexander Knox 
PORE. ccs cetcakaneeds ek? Ann Sothern | 
ROINO. . cscceseg oeeebeoe wer George Tobias 
MEG icttebed sib eadao anette Sharyn Moffett 
err ee eee Florence Bates 
Evelyn Bailey. ....sesece Frieda Inescort 
Mrs. Winthrop........«.-. Myrna Dell 
Hector Brawn ..«.«iceess. jan Wolfe 
Chief Justice Haynes........H. B. Warner 


Martha Hye1 
James Warren 
Whitford Kane 
Harry Hayden 

Anita Bolster 


Catherine Bailey 
Jc hn Struthers Ill 
Dr. Boyd 

Judge Davis 


RKO comes up with a mild lit- 


tle comedy that takes too much 
footage to tell only a fairiy in- 
teresting tale. “The Judge Steps 


Out” is short on fmarquee strength 
and hasn't enough entertainment 
wallop to live up to the more im- 
portant bookings. Family audi- 
ences and the middle-aged male 
whose mind is wandering from the 
humdrumness of his daily rut will 
find it more likeable than the aver- 
age action or comedy fan. 

Cast principals go about their 
chores pleasantly enough but there 
isn’t enough meat to the story to 
make it anything more than mod- 
est entertainment. Boris Ingster 
directed and scripted his original 
story, with a screenplay assist from 
male star Alexander Knox. Latter 
is the judge of the title who stages 
a middle-aged rebellion against the 
routine chains that bind him and 
takes off on an Odessy of adven- 
ture and romance. 

The rebellion takes him from the 
stuffiness of Boston’s courts to the 
sunshine of California and a fry 
cook’s job in a highway cafe. The 
romance comes about logically 
enough in the person of Ann Soth- 
ern, cafe owner, but there’s never 
any doubt that eventually the judge 
will return to Boston and his long- 
time wife, Frieda Inescort. It is 
this lack of surprise in the script 
that holds it down to a familiar 
level and makes the 91 minutes 
running time seem overlong. Dia- 
log is good, however. 

Best of the supporting per- 
formances come from lan Wolfe, 
the judge’s clerk. and H. B. War- 
ner, a high court jurist. Others, 
with the exception of Whitford 
Kane’s small-town doctor delivery, 
add little to the footage. Miss 
Inesecort’s featured role as Knox’s 
wife is good and the two stars are 
capable. 

Michel Kraike produced under 
the executive supervision of Sid 
Rogell, giving the story a good, but 
not expensive, physical dressing. 
A sound lensing job by Robert de 
Grasse and other technical credits 
expertly frame the production. 

Brog. 





Roughshod 


RKO release of Richard H. Berger 
(Jack J. Gross) production. Stars Robert 
Sterling. Gloria Grahame, Claude Jarman, 
Jr. Directed by Mark Robson. Screen- 
play, Geoffrey Homes, Hugo Butler from 
story by Peter Viertel: camera, Joseph 
F. Biroc: editor. Marston Fay: musical di- 


rector. C.  Bakaleinikoff. Tradeshown 
N. Y., May 6, 49. Running time. #8 MINS. 
Clay cca wae Robert Sterling 
SS SRPre eure Gloria Grahame 
OS, eerie ry Claude Jarman, Jr. 
ree Cee ee John treland 
Speer ce Cree Jeff Donnell 
SC e ee Pere eee Myrna Dell 
DOU: 5.6 bet abwew ene bases Martha Hyer 


George Cooper 
Jeff Corev 
Sara Haden 


Jim Clayton 
Jed Graham 
Ma Wyatt 


Pa Wyatt James Bell 
SPE TeT Cee Shawn MeGlory 
McCall Robert B. Williams 
Peters Steve Savage | 
Sheriff Edward Cassidy 


“Roughshod” makes a valiant at- 
tempt to get away from the stereo- 
typed western with its multiple 
chase scenes and formula stories. 
But despite a game try, the film 
falls short since its plot is too thin 
to stretch over the 88 minutes’ run- 








One Woman’s Story 

“One Woman's Story” 
(Rank). tradeshown in New 
York, Monday (9), was re- 
viewed in VarRiFTy from Lon- 
don, Feb. 9, 1949, under its 
original label ““The Passionate 
Friends.” Reyiewer felt that 
the “polished acting, masterly 
direction and an_ excellent 
script” put it “in the top rank 
of class British productions.” 
Pic was also cited as being 
“intelligent entertainment 
worthy of support from Ameri- 
can audiences.” Further ap- 
praisal noted that varn, a tri- 
angle drama involving a mar- 
ried couple and the wife's for- 
mer lover, “has been clesrly 
keved to the boxoffice and 
should reap a harvest in situa- 
tions which appreciate so- 
phisticated British entertain- 
ment.” 

Pic, which stars Claude 
Rains, Ann Todd and Trevor 
Howard, is being released in 
the U. S. by Universal. 





Devil in the Flesh 


“Devil in the Flesh,” 
French - made, which opened 
at the Paris theatre, N. Y., 


Monday (9) was reviewed in 
Variety from Paris, Oct. 1, 
1947. under its original title, 


“Le Diable au Corps.” In his 
critique of the film, which he 
tabbed as “smasheroo,” re- 
viewer Maxi noted that the 
risque script about a college 
boy’s affair with a soldier's wife 
“doesn’t contain the slightest 
bit of obscene or salacious ma- 


terial, even by implication.” 
“Top drawer’ direction’ by 
Claude Autant Lara, “exem- 
plary” acting by Micheline 


Presle and Gerard Philipe in 
the lead roles plus “good” per- 
formances by the rest of the 
cast, were all cited in the re- 
view as making film “suitable 
screenfare for the most punc- 
tilous.” 

Pic was awarded a prize in 
Brussels during the Interna- 
tional Film Festival in June 
of °47. The U. S. showing has 
been delayed by a censorship 
wrangle with Customs authori- 
ties, but minor cuts have been 
made to get the film approved 
by both Customs and New 
York State censors. A.F-.E. 
Corp. is releasing the film in 
the U. S. 








ning time. Sharper editing would 
speed pace but, in any event, the 


market for this entry lies in the 
duals and action situations. 
Drawing upon a story by Peter 


Viertel, scripters Geoffrey Homes 
and Hugh Butler have built their 
tale around Robert Sterling and 
Claude Jarman, Jr., two brothers 
who are journeying from Nevada 
to their California ranch with a 
herd of thoroughbred horses. Com- 
plicating their trip are four gals, 


politely called ‘dancehall host- 
esses’ who have joined the two 
ranchers on the trail after the 


femmes’ wagon broke down. 
Sterling faces another obstacle 
toward safe completion of the trek 
in the escape of convict John Ire- 
land, who bears him a _ grudge. 
These story threads all combine to 
bring about a fair amount of sus- 


pense for the filmgoer who nat- 
urally wonders whether Sterling 


will find a solution to his troubles. 
But there’s a long, listless interval 
before Ireland is disposed of in a 
spirited exchange of rifle fire. For 
the fadeout Sterling is on the verge 
of wedding Gloria Grahame, the 
dancehall operator, whom he pre- 
viously spurned through most of 
the footage. 


Sterling is credible as the strong, 
silent he-man. Jarman is capable 
as the former's adolescent brother, 
while Miss Grahame is pert and 
understanding as the No. 1 enter- 
tainment queen. Ireland racks up 
a standard performance as_ the 
heavy. Jeff Donnell, Myrna Dell 
and Martha Hyer, the remaining 
“hostesses,” aren't too convincing. 
Supporting players are generally 
competent. 

Direction of Mark Robson fails 
to measure up to the class jobs he 
did on “Champion” and “Home of 
the Brave.” Production mountings 
of Richard R. Berger are adequate. 
Lensing of Joseph F. Biroe is good 
as is the musical score of Constan- 
tin Bakaleinikoff. Gilb. 


The Window 
Hollywood, May 10. 


RKO release of Frederick Ullman, Jr., 
production. Directed by Ted Tetzlaff. 
Screenplay. Mel Dinelli; based on story by 


Cornell Woolrich; camera, William 
Steiner; music, Roy Webb: editor. Fred- 
eric Knudtson. Tradeshown May "49. 


Running time, 73 MINS. 


Mrs. Woodry Barbara Hale 
Tommy ; Bobby Driscoll 
Mr. Woodry .. Arthur Kennedy 
Mr. Kellerton Paul Stewart 
Mrs. Kellerton Ruth Roman 


Trend towards turning out ex- 
tremely effective entertainment 
without big names and on small 
budgets is pointed up by RKO’'s 
“The Window.” It is a show that 
can be highly recommended and it 
is a piece of suspense entertain- 
ment seldom equaled. 

There are no unnecessary frills 
to get in the way of its taut story- 
telling and the 73 minutes’ running 
time is packed with a tremendous 
amount of drama. The _ potent 
word-of-mouth values back up its 
“sleeper” quality and will go a 
long way towards offsetting the 
lack of marquee strength, partic- 
ularly in the more extended play- 
dates. 

Producer Frederic Ullman, Jr.. 
and director Ted Tetzlaff started 
with a sound scripting job on a 
good, tight story and wisely re- 
frained from introducing any fancy 
touches that would distract from 
the great force built up by the ex- 
treme simplicity in handling. None 
of its dramatic meat is overplayed. 
tendency being towards under- 
playing in every scene and the sus- 





| pense comes over with a powerfy] 
wallop. 

Cornell Woolrich’s story made 
'tense reading in print as “The Boy 
| Who Cried Wolf.” It’s even more 
| gripping as filmed. It is the story 
of a boy whose imagination con. 
jured up wonderful stories of ad. 
ventures. When he sees a murder 
committed, no one will believe the 
yarn because of his reputation as a 
romancer. The killers believe jt 
though, and it is their attempts to 
silence him before someone should 
listen that build the yarn to a sock 
climax in a condemned and aban- 
doned New York tenement. 

The casting is nigh perfect. from 
Bobby Driscoll as the young boy: 

Barbara Hale and Arthur Kennedy. 
his parents; and Paul Stewart and 
Ruth Roman as the killers. Each 
contributes strongly to the picture, 
The first three are unusually sym. 
pathetic, without being sticky. and 
the latter pair are exceptionally 
good as the menace, driven to their 
deeds more by circumstance than 
sheer badness. 

Mel Dinelli wrote the forceful 
script that keeps punching con- 
tinually with honest dialog and 
logical situations under Tetzlaff’s 
solid direction. Picture shows the 
result of pre-production planning 


and proves again the entertain- 
ment advantages of forethought 


over off-the-cuff filming. Both the 
William Steiner lensing and the 
Roy Webb score are keyed perfect- 
ly to furthering the suspense aims 
and Frederic Knudtson has done a 
crisp editing job to help the fast 
pace. Brog. 





Amazon Quest 


Film Classics release of 
Alexander) production. Stars 
Carole Matthews, Carole Donne 
by S. K. Seeley. Screenplay, Al Martin; 
additional dialog, Louis Stevens: story, 
Irwin Gielgud; camera, Guy Rowe; editor, 


Agay ‘Max 
Tom Neal, 
Directed 


Norman Cerf. Previewed N. Y., May 4, 
"49. Running time,,.745 MINS. 

Tom jae pei Tom Neal 
Ce See a Carole Matthews 
\ - MEPULPPeee rite Carole Donne 


DeRuyter eee See 
Aa Ss ROTH 606.686.0000 
Lobato 


Joe Crehan 
Ralph Graves 
Don Zelaya 





“Amazon Quest” is a_ routine 
jungle actioner slated for exploita- 
tion house dualers. Pic is replete 
with tropical safaris, savages, tom- 
toms and wild life, all tied together 
by a strained adventure yarn. Pro- 
duction nut was held toa minimum 
via long insertions of location 
footage originally seen in an old 
German fiim, “Green Hell.” But, 
except for one striking shot of a 
crocodile-infested swamp, there's 
nothing standout in these stock se- 
quences, either. 

Plot concerns the efforts of a 
Hollander, Tom Neal, to clear the 
name of his father from scandal- 
mongers who claimed that he left 
his native country for a Brazilian 
jungle siren. However, the father 
(an unbilled actor from the Ger- 
man film) is shown via flashbacks 
to be on a mission to find rubber 
plant seeds for a Far East develop- 
ment. Neal follows his father’s 
trail, picking up a native nifty, 
Carole Matthews, en route and 
eventually obtaining the needed 
evidence from some local outlaws. 

Peiformances are par with the 
flat scripting. Neal walks through 
his paces energetically but with- 
out much conviction. Miss Mat- 
thews contributes some flashy looks 
as the romantic interest, while 
Carole Donne, as a rival, does okay 
in a brief role. Herm. 


Roll. Thander. Roll! 
(COLOR) 


Eagle Lion release of : 
(Jerry Thomas) production. Stars Jim 
Bannon; features Don Kay Reynolds, 
Emmett Lynn, Marin Sais. Directed by 
Lewis D. Collins. Screenplay. Paul Frank- 


Equity Pictures 


lin, based on McNaught comic, “Red 
Ryder”; camera (Cinecolor), Gilbert War- 
renton; editor, Frank Baidridge; music, 
Ralph Stanley. Tradeshown N. Y.. May 5, 
‘49. Running time, 57 MINS. 

Red Ryder ART A ee Jim Bannon 
Little Beaver......... Don Kay Reynolds 
ao are ; Emmett Lynn 
aaa ee es Marin Sais 
ee I. Stanford Jolley 


Nancy Gates 
. Glenn Strange 
Lee Morgan 


Czrol Loomis 
Ace Hanlon 
ae ee eee ee 


Wolf "Lane Bradford 
Bill Faugh (Marshal).... Steve Pendleton 
oo . . eae are . Charles Stevens 
Se CONVORE . ok. ccceeee William Faweett 
Dorothy Culvert Dorothy Latta 
CCL ET eae ee Joe Green 
is 2 Arr Rocky Shahan 
Ist Henchman....... Carol Henry 


George Chesebre 


Garson err Pere eet a 
; Jack O'Shea 


DORON 642.9666 2.080 088 


Another in the “Red Ry der” 
series, “Roll, Thunder. Roll!” mixes 
plenty of chases and fisticuff action 
with a fair helping of gunplay an 
humor, plus a dash of heart inter- 
est. It’s got the stuff for the Satur- 
day matinee trade. 


Story is simple, but weaves in : 
mild whodunit plot. A band 0 
raiders is plaguing the valley. 


rustling cattle, firing ranch houses 
and dynamiting buildings—a!l - 
which provides footage that wil 
hold interest of young ticket biiv- 
ers. The masterminds behind the 
raids try to pin the blame on 
Conejo, a Mexican Robin Hood, by 
leaving his trademark—silver com” 
chas—wherever they strike. But 
Red Ryder, played by Jim Bannon. 
(Continued on page 18) 
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See Early Ruling in U.S. Suit 


Industry attorneys believe an early decision in the Government's 
anti-trust suit against all the majors but Paramount and RKO is in 


the offing. 
eral courthouse. 


Reports to that effect are emanating from the Fed- 
In addition, it 


is noted that neither Presiding 


judge Augustus N. Hand nor his associates, Judges Henry Goddard 


and 
decision on the monopoly suit. 
Since *he court calendar is 


overcrowded, it is 


Alfred C. Coxe, have taken on an assignment since reserving 


believed the 


three judges are working on the decision with the intention of 


getting it out of the way before 


turning to other matters. Curb- 


stone opinion of industry legalites is that the court will not order 


any 
ture ba 
tive exhibition. 


general divorcement but will probably direct a partial divesti- 
» of theatres in closed situations to open the way for competi- 








RKO's Minority % in Butterheld 


Theatres Fetched Around $1,450,000 


RKO’s sale of its minority inter-+ 
in the Butterfield circuit last 
week dramatizes the big gains by 


est 


way of ready cash which both RKO 
and Paramount will score in the 
liquidation of partnership houses 
under their anti-trust consent de- 
crees. In selling its stock holdings 
in Butterfield to the chain’s man- 
agement for an estimated $1.450,- 
000. RKO’s profit amounted to 
aver $1,000,000 or 300% over the 
book value, it has been learned. 
The differential spells a pattern 
for other up-and-coming transac- 
tions and a tremendous pushoff in 
working capital for the two new 
theatre companies. 

Typical of other partnership set- 
ups. RKO acquired its Butterfield 
interest many years back at a far 
lower cost than current inflated 
theatre values. Since then, com- 
has carried the stock inter- 


pany int 
ast on its books at its original 
value Prospectus of both RKO 


and Paramount list hundreds of 
houses at values far under what 
they will bring under present mar- 
ket conditions. 

Of the more than $1,000,000 
profit from the Butterfield deal, 
RKO must pay a 25% capital gains 
tax unless it can write off the 
amount by taking a loss on other 


deals. However, the differential 
between book value and present 
market worth on other theatres 


makes the possibility of taking a 
tax loss unlikely. 


Direct to Theatre Treasury 


Cash, after the tax deduction, 
will go directly to the theatre 
wing as part of its treasury when 
the new company gets going late 
this vear. Unlike Paramount, where 
a division between the two com- 
panies takes place uutil a $15,000,- 
000 figure is hit, all cash accumu- 
lated from partnership dissolu- 
tions lands with the theatre unit. 
RKO circuit, however, is making 
an outright transfer of $10,000,000 
from its coffers to the production- 
distribution company as part of 
the splitup plan. 


Formula for the sale by any of 
the Butterfield pards of their stock 
interests called for a price fixed by 
appraisal of the theatres. Because 
this would extend proceedings for 
siX months or so, both sides agreed 
to negotiate a price without going 
through the complex procedure 
fixed by partnership contracts. It 
is thought that Paramount, which 
also holds a minority stock inter- 
est in Butterfield. will also seek to 
shortcut’ past the appraisal tech- 
nique. 

RKO held a 10° cut in some 
100 houses and 25¢¢ in the remain- 
Ing 25 theatres. Circuit, headed 
by ex-Paramounter Monte Gow- 
thorpe. blankets Michigan. 


sg . 

. ’ . Qo 
Champion’ Wins Douglas 
Top Billing in L.A. 

Los Angeles, May 10. 
Paes he clicked in “Champion,” 
; tk Douglas has been upped on 
se nabe marquees in pictures 
ere he once occupied lower 
brackets. 
ae he is billed above Laraine 
Si and Keenan Wynn in “Mv 
Crin ecretaty”; above Jeanne 
“ ‘in. Linda Darnell and Ann 
sae in “A Letter to Three 
‘Ives. and above Burt Lancaster 


anal Lizabeth Scott in “IT Walk 
Alone,” 





Stephens Buys Pair 


Hollywood, May 10. 

William Stephens, currently mak- 
ing “Deputy Marshal” for Robert 
L. Lippert Productions, bought4wo 
story properties for production on 
his own. 

Yarns are “Murder M.D.,.” an 
expose of medical racketeers, au- 
thored by Ralph Bors, and “Crossed 
Wires,”’ a tale of heroic telephone 
linemen, wrilten by John Wiltse. 


Variety Clubs 
Elect O'Donnell 
For 7th Term 


San Francisco, May 10. 
Variety Clubs International 
wound up its 13th annual conven- 
tion here Friday (6) with election of 
Bob O'Donnell, International chief 
barker, for the seventh 
tive time. 


$2.800.000 was pledged toward their 
respective charities for 1949-50. 
For 1948-49 the 34 tents, which 
had pledged $2.020,000, actually 
expended $2,346,000. 

Other new International officers 
chosen at the meeting are Marcus 
Wolf. of Indianapolis. replacing 
Carter Barron as_ first 


delphia, taking over as second as- 
sistant chief barker, replacing C. J. 
Latta; Murray Weiss, of Boston, 


took over as property master, va- | 


George W. Eby, 
chief dough 


cated by,Berisen. 
Pittsburgh, became 
guy, replacing Wolf. Through a 
constitutional amendment, Chick 
Lewis. New York, was elected In- 
ternational press guy, which post 
he held by appointment previously. 

O'Donnell also reappointed Col. 
William McGraw, of Dallas, execu- 
tive director: Nathan D. Golden, 
Washington, D. C.. chairman of the 
Heart Committee; W. H. Lollier, 
Los Angeles, sergeant-at-arms, and 
James G. Balmer, Pittsburgh, bark- 
er. Barron. who stepped down as 
first assistant chief barker due to 
his activities in Washington, was 

(Continued on page 18) 


RKO Seeks to Clarify 
Mpls. Clearance Snag 
Minneapolis. May 10. 
With more and more independ- 
ent neighborhood theatres demand- 
ing the earliest 28-dav clearance 





and the Paramount circuit also 
seeking the speedy availability. 
too. for additional houses, RKO 


is taking the lead in a move to try 
to clear up a situation that appar- 
entiy is getting out of hand. Wal- 
ter Branson, its western sales man- 
ager, may come to Minneapolis 
svon, accompanied by some of the 
company’s attorney's to thresh the 
matter out. 

A new demand from one theatre. 
the St. Louis Park. is for a nev 
35-day availability, thus complicat 
ine the situation still further. Be 
fore the consent decree. the 28-da 
houses tor the most part had 5é¢ 
day availability. Only one theatre 


ihe Paramount's Uptown, had 28 


| dus clearance, 


consecu- | 
During the five-day con- | 
clave ot the organization's 35 tents, | 


assistant | 
chief barker; Jack Beresin, Phila- | 


REHEARSING’ FO 


JAN, T DEADLINE 


Paramount is speeding its split 
up into two companies with the 
|idea of getting the separate units 
into operation months ahead of the 
Jan. 1, 1950, deadline set by the 
consent decree. By July 1 of this 
year, under present plans, the 
physical division is expected to be 
complete. The legal division will 
take place later but undoubtedly 
long before the must dale fixed by 
the decree. 

Distribution forces are already 
getting set to treat the wholly- 
owned Paramount chain as though 
it were a rank outsider. By the 
July date, Par’s product will be 
sold to the circuit on a theatre-by- 
theatre and picture-by-picture 
| basis. This action is strictly vol- 
untary since the anti-trust rules on 
sale of product to the 
indie circuit do not apply until 
legal separation becomes a fact. 

Speedup in application of these 
rules is considered a dry-run by 
Paramount toppers. The plan is for 
the two units to treat each other 
as completely separate companies in 
advance of the division so that all 
operations will be conducted with- 
out hitch when the split is in 
earnest. 

To get the separate operations 
going by July, business of moving 
the two companies into separate 
floors of the Paramount bldg. 
|} homeoffices is already getting un- 


' 








new-born 


der way. It is likely that theatre 
| execs, currenily sharing the ninth 
| floor space with Barney Balaban, 
Par’s prez. and a number of his 
aides will take over the entire 
floor. 


Emphasis on speed in getting 
the two separate operations going 
| was pressed on sales staffers at- 
tending the New York regional 
sales meet which continues through 
today (Wed.). Plan of Alfred W. 
Schwalberg, distribution veepee, 
calls for sale of Par’s features to 
the henceforth labeled United Par- 
amount Theatres on the basis of 
what each pic is worth in eack situ- 
ation. Previously, film was grooved 
to the circuit on various formulas 
‘which will no longer be applicable. 

During the first day's session 
(Mon.), both Austin C. Keough, 
veepee and general counsel, and 
Louis Phillips, his chief aide, ex- 
pounded for two hours on the ef- 


|fect of the decree. Keough and 
Phillips took up the legal docu- 
|ment point-by-point in a careful 


analysis. Schwalberg; Norman 
‘Siegel, studio publicity chief; Ted 
O’Shea, ass’t sales head; and Leon- 
ard Goldenson, theatre topper, also 
spoke. 





Betty Hutton to Do Indie 
Biopic of Theda Bara 


Hollywood, May 10. 

Silent film star Theda Bara’s life 
story will be enacted by Betty Hut- 
ton in “The Great Vampire,” an in- 
dependent production by Buddy De 
Svivia for Columbia release. 

It will be Miss Hutton’s first 
loanout job in her seven years of 
stardom at Paramount. Picture 
goes into work in October with De 
Sylvia collaborating on the screen- 
play with Jack McGowan. 

Playing oldtimers is developing 
into a Hutton habit. She plaved 
Pearl White in “The Perils of Pau- 
line” and will portray the career 
of Mabel Normand in the Mack 
Sennett biography before taking on 
Theda Bara. 


Phil Waxman’s Indie 


Film version of Stanley Ellin’s 
novel, “Dreadful Summit.”” may be 
produced either in New York or 
france by Philip Waxman. who 
holds the screen righis to the 
property. 
who produced last sea- 
“Strange 
week fot 


Waxman 
on’s Broadwa 
sedfellow , 
sritain to ink an American direc 
tor. now in England. He'll also ex- 
plore possibilities of shooting the 
picture in Paris. 


enol 


sailed last 








Here's a Ripley: Par Having Woes 





Galloping Gael Sullivan 


Gael Sullivan, 
the Theatre 


exec director of 
Owners of America, 
headed below the Mason & Dixon 
line over the weekend to address 
the Georgia Theatre Owners Assn 
at their annual convention. Sulli 
van then goes to Washington for 
huddles with Government officials 
before returning to New York 

He takes off again next week to 
do a repeat job on the Arkansas 
Theatre Owners Assn., which is 
staging its annual convention at 
that time. 


Par Steps Up | 
Drive to Cut 
Partner Ties 


Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount's 
studio exec currently east in home- 
office huddles, may take an active 
part in the company’s present ma- 
neuvers to cut the ties on its part- 
nership theatre holdings. ree- 
man, it is reported, has been asked 
lo trek to Dallas for confabs with 
Karl Hoblitzelle, Par’s pard head- 
ing the 170-theatre Interstate cir- 
cuit. He was formerly theatre 
exec supervising Par’s own chain, 
and is a close personal friend of 
i:oblitzelle. 

Interstate is high on the agenda 
of Par’s partnership-busting activi- 
ties. With all top theatre execs ot 
the company working at top speed 
to meet the consent decree's re- 


| quirement of one-third dissolutions 
| within a 


year, additional 
help from company 
probably be drafted. 

Pot was kept boiling last week 
when Leonard H. Goldenson, thea- 
tre chief. quietly ovened talks with 
FE. V. Richards in New Orleans. 
Goldenson made the trip along 
with Walter Gross, chief counsel in 
the theatre wing. Duo 
trom the south Friday (6). 

Meanwhile Robert M. Weitman, 
recently appointed southern divi- 
sion head, and Hal Pereira, com- 
pany’s real estate expert, are eye- 
ing theatres in Florida and 
surrounding terrain. Weitman is 
expected to make recommendations 
on what 
company should retain, the condi- 
tion of the theatres and his guess 
on price. 

Similar trip to the Coast has 
been undertaken by Edward L. Hy- 
man, another divisional chief, ac- 
companied by legalite Selig Selig- 
man. Twosome are looking over 
houses scattered through the west, 
including those in California, Utah, 
Oregon and Washington. 

At the same time. final negotia- 
tions are being pushed with Hun- 
ter Perry. head of the 15-theatre 
Dominion circuit, as well as wiih 
pards in the Comerford choin 
consisting of 86 houses, mainly in 
Pennsylvania. On another front, 
attempts of E. M. Loew, New 
England theatre op, to buy out both 
Paramount and its partners in the 
Maine & New Hampshire circuit 
of 28 theatres are revorted sty- 
mied over price difficulties. 


expert 
personne! will 


Set Designers Challenge 

NLRB Jurisdiction Vote 

Hollywood, May 10 

Screen Set Designers. Local 
1421, challenged all the ballots cast 
in the recent major studio election 
of set decorators. SSD, current!s 
exercising jurisdiction over deco- 
rators. made its protest to the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board on 
the ground that unfair labor prac- 
tice charges against the IATSE are 
still pending. 

NLRB chiefs in Washington will 
be called upon to decide whethe: 
the set decorators will continue 
with Local 1421, affiliate with the 
IATSE or function as an independ- 
ent local. 


the | 


ner | 


| 


houses he believes the) 


Selling Its Own Chi Subsid, B&K 


Chicago, May 10 

In one of the strangest develop- 
ments in exhib-distrib relations ia 
a long time, Paramount and its 
own almost wholly-owned subsid, 
the Balaban & Katz circuit, have 
fallen out on a number of con- 
troversial issues. Par has not sold 
ovr booked a single film into the 
B & K chain in the past monih 
Said to be involved in the dispute 
in a sum of approximately $500,000 
which the Paramount distribution 
wing claims is owing to it by the 
B & K subsid. 

Reportedly, negotiations are be- 


ing pushed now between John 
Balaban. B & K head, and James 
J. Donohue, Pat's midwest divi- 


chief with Par’s homeoftice 
execs also in close touch with the 
situation It is believed that if the 


ston 


tii’ is not ironed out shortly, Par 

wil beesin selling away from the 

B & I. first-run Loop houses 
Understood part of the argu- 


ment has boon stewing for almost 
two vears and then suddenly came 
to a boil in the past couple of 
months. tt revolves around pre- 
vious formula deals between B & K 
and Par which have since been 
dvopped as verboten under anti- 
trust decisions. The theatre chain, 
it is said, had claimed adjustments 
running to approximately $500,000 
on tormula transactions and has 
been withholding rentals to make 
up the difference. Par’s distri- 
bution wing, on its part, asserts 
that the shoe is on the other foot. 
It wants to collect the $500,000 plus 
other sums claimed to be owing. 
Faster Clearances 
Recently, Par’s distrib wing is 
said to have asked for speeding up 
on availnbilities by B & K’s Loop 
houses. In line with its campaign 
elsewhere for a more rapid liqut- 
dation of product, it wants to get 
faster first-run bookings in Chi. 
According to reliable sources, B & 
K balked at the apnvlication of the 
drive to the Windy City sector and 
feelings, already frazzled over the 


rental adjustment dispute, have 
become even more edgy. 
Both B & K officials here and 


Paramount sales staffers are hope- 
ful that the tiff is cleared up. 
While Paramount owns some 98% 


returned | of the B & K chain, the latter has 


had autonomy for manv years 
which explains the possibility of a 
wrangle between the parent com- 
pany and its own subsid. Moreover, 
the distrib wing is driving for a 
better showin’ on its own behalf 
while the theatres oppose any 
switch which would make _ its 
operations more difficult. 





Minn. Amus. Not Hit 


Hard by Par Decree 


Minneapolis, May 10. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount 
circuit) is not affected to any con- 
siderable extent by Paramount's 
consent decree, and the big and 
prosperous theatre chain comes 
through only slightly seathed. 

Parinerships at LaCross, Wis., 
Fairmont, Minn., and Madison, S. 
D., and a pool at Jamesiown, \. D., 
must be terminated. Also, in 
Rochester and Winona. Mina., 
where it now has four and three 
theatres, respectively, it’s limited 
to the operation of two firsi-rua 
houses each. 

One first-run house must be re- 
linquished, too, in each of nine 
cities and an unspecified run the- 
atre in each of two other towns 
The nine cities where the single 
first-runs are to be dropped are 
Minneapolis, St. Poul, Mankato and 
St. Cloud, Minn.: Fargo and Minot, 
N. D., and Aberdeen, Huron and 
Watertown, S. D. Austin, Minn. 
and Eau Claire, Wis., are the other 
two towns where one theatre each 
must be sold . 

The Government's 
course, is. to open 
aforementioned towns to comopett- 
tion. In Duluth, Minn.; Grand 
Forks, N. D.. and Sioux Falls and 
Mitchell, S. D.. first and second 
houses have to be designated, and 
pictures can't be moved over from 
the first to the second first-run 
Stand. The decree terms must be 
met by Sept. 2. 


purpose, of 
the various 
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They point 
to M-G-M 
for the 
toppers 

of the 
season! 


















TALK ABOUT STRAW VOTES! M-G-M is not only proud of its Features but we happily point to 
our leadership in Shorts which consistently lead in industry polls. For the 6th year in a row Pete 
Smith Specialties took first place in M. P. Herald’s FAME poll, selected among 54 series of live-action 


shorts. Pete Smith Shorts are Tops in Showmen’s Trade Review Annual, too, 5th Consecutive Year! 


BELOW: Actual ad shou ing how theatres advertise M-G-M shorts 









EXTRA ADDED ATTRACTIONS FROM M-6-M: 
wutice"tee™: ply Pete Smith's 
Tom h Jerry MH (TECHNICOLOR) 


ORPHAN”’ 


COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR 


Or te a ment oon 
Los Auceus \ Witsnire 
Tecaiee SOWATOWR . Mi -62)7 Wiistire nese La Crenega 


Open i2 00 Neon 

















PETE SMITH, CHAMP! 
6th YEAR WINNER IN 
“FAME” ANNUAL! 













worded - 
GYPTIAN 
Hellywoed near Highland 
Gt 1109 - Open 12 00 Neon 
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Heat, Holdovers Slough Chi; Kettle’ 


Shines at $18,000, ‘Criss-Cross’ 206, 


Fan 156, River -Contino 506, 2d 


Chicago, May 10. 
Heat wave sent the mercury over 
holding in sweltering level 


9(). arama 
aati Saturday. As a result grosses 


are off currently in many theatres. 
Universal has two of the best new- 


comers, “Criss Cross”’ at Palace. 
with bright $20,000, and “Pa and 
Ma Kettle’ at Roosevelt, at trim 
$18,000 “Fan” isn’t too breezy 


with $15,000 at United Artists 

Of the two-week holdovers, “City 
Across plus Dick Contino 
unit at Oriental holds staunch at 
$50,000 Chicago, with “Flamingo 
Road” and Janet Blair and Victor 
Borge in person, shapes fine $45,- 
000. “Little Women” at State-Lake 
is okay with $16,000. — 

“Joan of Are” goes into seventh 
week at Grand with strong $13,000. 
“Red Shoes” still is in chips at $7,- 
500 on 20th stanza at Selwyn. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Fiamingo Road” (WB) with Janet 
Blair and Victor Borge in person 


fiver 


(2d wk). Trim $45,000. Last week, 
$54.000 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Shot Jesse James” (SG) = and 
“SOS. Submarine” (SG) (2d wk). 
Okay $6,000. Last week, $8,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (7th wk). Stal- 


wart $13,000. Last week, 317,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—'City Across River” (U) with 
Dick Contino unit onstage (2d wk). 
Strong $50,000. Last week, $57.000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Criss Cross’ (U). May hit best 
coin here in several weeks, $20,000 
Last week, “Life of Riley” (U) and 
“Mutineers” (U), $14,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“\la, Pa Kettle’ (U). Robust $18.- 
000. Last week, “Bad Boy” (Mono) 
(2d wk), $10,000. 


Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 


$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (20th 
wk). Down to $7,500 shaping. Last 
week, stout $9,500. 

State-Lake (‘B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘‘Little Women” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Tasty $16,000. Last week, big 


$2>.000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98i\—"Fan” (20th). Good $15,000. 
Last week. “Caught” (M-G) (2d 
wk), $10,000. 

Woods (‘Essaness) (1.073: 98)— 
“To Sea in Ships” (20th) (2d wk). 
Sliding to $19,000. Last week, solid 
$24.000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘‘Louisi- 
ana Story” (Indie) (2d wk). Slightly 
below par at $3,500. Last week, 
same. 


‘Game’ Cops $18,000, 


Denver; ‘Dream’ 1736, 





2 Spots; Bing 136, 3d 


Denver, May 10. 

Denver is loaded with holdovers 
currently but some of them are 
doing as well as the new entries. 
“Dream Is Yours” is fairly nice in 
two spots while “Ball Game” 
shapes big at Orpheum and will 
hold. Top holdover is Bing Cros- 
by’s “Connecticut Yankee,” still 
nice in third Denham session, and 
Stavs over again. 

Estimates for This Week 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 

—Connecticut Yankee” (Par) (3d 


wk). Nice $13,000. Holds. Last 
week, $14,000. 

. Denver (Fox) (2.525: 35-74)— 
Dream Is Yours” (WB) and 
Cheated Law” (20th), day-date 
With Webber. Fine $15,000. Last 


week, “To Sea in Ships” (20th) and 
‘Tucson” (20th), $14,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; $1.20-$2.40) 
—Red Shoes” (EL). Big $4,500. 
Holds over. Last week, “Life of 
Riley (U) and “Judge” (FC), $2,500. 
; Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 35-74)— 
‘Ball Game” (M-G) and “Behind 
Locked Doors” (EL). Big $18,000. 
Stays another week. Last week. 

Bribe” (M-G) and “Captain Boy- 
cott” (Us, $13,000, 

- Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 

Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” (RKO) 
and “Hideout” (Rep. Mild $8,000. 
Last week, “Life of Riley” (U) and 
Judge’ (FC). g00d $10,000. 

Vozue ‘Art Cinema) (600; 60-90) 
- ‘Die Fledermaus” (Indie), Fine 
$3.500 and holding. Last. week. 

Mons. Vincent” (Indie) (2d wk? 
$2500. 
J Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)— 
Dream Is Yours” (WB) and 
Ch sted Law” (20th), also Denver. 
Ships” \20th) and “Tueson® oth 
eon. and “Tucson” (20th), 


+ — 
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Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, 
The parenthetic admission 
prices. however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax 


‘Champion’ Socko 
$32,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, May 10 

Summer weather knocked out 
weekend film trade, and boxoffice 
tumbled in ratio to rise in tempera- 
ture. “Champion” is current top- 
per at the Earle, clocking socko 
session. Of other new product, 
“Canadian Pacific’ looks best at 
the Fox. “Quartet,” at normally 
alae Studio, is doing smash 
viz. 








Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1.303: 50-99)— 
“Bride of Vengeance” (Par). Mild 
$12.500. Last week, “Act of Mur- 
der’ (U), $9.000. 

Boyd (WB) (2.360: 50-99)—‘‘Por- 
trait of Jennie” (SRO) (4th wk). 
Neat $15,000. Last week, $17,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700: 50-99)— 
“Champion” (UA). Packs wallop 
at $32.000. Last week. “Song of 
India” (Col) with Phil Spitalny 
orch onstage, below hopes at slim 
$15.000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250: 50-99)—‘Ca- 
nadian Pacific’ (20th). Oke $19.- 
000. Last week. “Belvedere to 
College” (20th) (3d wk-5 = days), 
great $16,500. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200: 50- 
99)\—**Ball Game” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Fair $9,000. Last week. $12.000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1.000: 50-99) 
—'‘Little Women” (M-G) (6th wk). 
Down to $4,500. Last week, trim 
$6.500. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1.700: 50-99) 
—"“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) 
wk.). 
after okay $11.000 second week. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4.360; 50-99)— 


“Flamingo Road” (WB) (2d. wk). 
Sturdy $22,500 after big $30,000 
| opener. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950: 50-99)— 
“Knock On Door’ (Col) (3d wk). 


Down to $14,500 after fancy $20,- 
000 second round. 

Stanton (WB) (1.475: 50-99)— 
“Bad Boy” (Mono). Mild $8.000. 
Last week, “Walking Hills” (Col), 
$9.000. 

Studio (Goldberg) (490: 50-99)— 
“Quartet” (EL). Smash_ $7,500. 
Last week, not firstrun. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: $2.40- 
$1.20)\—"‘Red Shoes” (EL) (20th 
wk). Still in chips at $8,000. Last 
week, $8,400. 


INDPLS. IN DOLDRUMS: 
‘DREAM’ DULL $8,000 


Indianapolis, May 10. 

Biz is very dismal at firstruns 
this week. Record heat wave 
brought early burst of summer and 
Memorial Day 500-mile race pre- 
liminaries at local speedway plus 
opening here of baseball club did 
the rest. “Dream Is Yours,” at In- 
diana, and “Don’t Trust Husband,” 
at Loew's, are leaders, but they are 
only about two-thirds of house 
averages. 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) ‘2,800: 44- | 


65)——"’ Boy With Green Hair” (RKO) 
and *“‘Woman’s Secret” (RKO). Pal- 
try $6,500. Last week, “Enchant- 
ment” (RKO) and “Shamrock ‘Hill” 
(RKO), $7,500. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) and 
“Daughter of Jungle” (Rep). Very 
dim $8.000. Last week, “Canadian 


Pacific’ (20th) and “Hideout” 
(Rep), $10.000. 

Loew's ‘(Loew’s) (2.450; 44-65)— 
“Don’t Trust Husband” (UA) and 
“Siren of Atlantis’ (UA). Slim $7,- 
500. Last week, “Portrait of Jen- 
nie’ (SRO) and “Black Eagle” 


(Col), $9,000. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—"‘‘State 
Department” (FC) and “Daughter 
of West” (FC). Slight $3.500. Last 
week, “Shot Jesse James” (SG) and 

«Highway 13° (SG), $4,500. 


(3d 
Dropped sharply to $8.000 | 


Pitt Has Two Winners, 
‘River’ Sturdy $13,000, 
Bing Tuneful $18,000 


Pittsburgh, May 10. 

Golden Triangle has a couple of 
winners this week in “Connecticut 
Yankee” at Stanley and “City 
Across River” at Harris. Shutter- 
ing of Fulton for couple of months 
to undergo complete overhauling 
job has removed one 'firstrun from 
downtown sector, and some of that 
coin is being distributed around. 
Penn is taking it on chin again with 
“Bride of Vengeance” and “Lucky 
Stiff,” second stanza in a row this 
house has been in doldrums. “Red 
Shoes” opens roadshow run at Ritz 
May 12 

Estimates for This Week 

Harris (Harris 2,200; 45-80) 
“City Across the Rive! U>). Got 
away big and heading for better 
than $13,000, with m.o. to Senator 
nearly assured. Helped by person- 
als for couple of days by Peter Fer- 
nandez and Al Ramsen, kids in pic- 
ture who grabbed plenty of space 
and radio time. Last week, ‘““Knock 
On Door” (Col). $16,5€° in 9 days. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 
—‘Bride of Vengeance” (Par) and 
“Lucky Stiff’ (UA). Latter added at 
last minute to bolster Paulette God- 


dard starrer, but isn’t helping. 
Very slight $12,000 looks all. Last 
week “Portrait of Jennie” (SRO), 
$12,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 45-80) 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par). 
Sturdy $18,000 or over, best here 
in several weeks. Last week, 


‘Flamingo Road” (WB), $16.000. 

Warner (WB) (2.000: 45-80)— 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) (m.o.). Joan 
Crawtord starrer didn’t run itself 
cut at Stanley, since shooting tor 
around $7,000, good. Last week, 
“Tulsa” (EL) (m.o.), $5,500. 


Bing Stout 196 
In Mild St. Loo 


St. Louis, May 10. 

Trade at mainstem spots is none 
too robust this week although big 
ballys are being emploved by sev- 
eral of them. “Connecticut Yan- 
kee” is leader of new product with 
solid session at the Ambassador. 
‘Portrait of Jennie” is in second 
slot with nice take at Loew’s. 
“Younger Bros.” shapes just okay 
at Fox. 

Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—"‘Connecticut Yankee” (Par) and 
“Hideout” (Rep). Solid $19,000 for 
Bing Crosby starrer. Last week, 
“Dear To Heart” (RKO) and “Red 
Canyon” (U) (m.o.), $7,500. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)— 
“Younger Bros.” (WB) and “Golden 
Eye” (Mono). Okay $15,000. Last 
week, “Undercover Man” (Col) and 
“Song of India” (Col), $14,000. 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Portrait of Jennie’ (SRO) and 
“Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col). Nice 


$16,000. Last week, “Force of Evil” 
(M-G) and “Caught” (M-G), 
$12,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500, 50-75)— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) and 
“Homicide” (WB). Stout $14,000. 
Last week, “We Were Strangers” 
(Col) and “‘Ladies of Chorus” (Col), 


$14,500. 

Shady Oak (F&M) (676; $1.20- 
$2.40)—"'Red Shoes” (EL) (3d wk). 
Trim $3,500 following $4,000 
second session. 

World (Ind) (400; 50-75)—"EI 
Paso” (Par) (2d wk). Hot $3,000 


after $3,500 initial stanza. 


Record Heat Puts Dent in Bway But 


Barkleys’ Bright $50,000 After Big 
Preem; Flamingo -Ted Lewis Hep 636 


Torrid heat, with mercury hit- 
ting new highs for this time of 
year, put a dent in Broadway first- 
run business last Thursday and Fri- 


day while favorable outdoor 
weather on Sunday (8) was no help 
to trade. As a consequence big 
N. Y. deluxers generally are tak 
ing a beating this session, with 
sturdy takes the exception rather 


than the rule. Even the newcomers 
are not measuring up to what nor- 
mally could have been expected 

Standout picture is ‘“Bark- 
leys ot the State 
Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers starrer, 
which teed off smash, 
first week last night with 
big $50,000 or near. Heat on two 
days alter preem and _ not-up-to- 
par Sunday obviously hurt 


new 
Broadway” at 


wound up 


(Tues.) 


“Flamingo Road” with Ted 
Lewis band and stage unit is put- 
ting the Strand back near normal 
with nice $63,000 or slightly less 
This combo had to contend with 
opening in sweltering heat of last 


Friday. “Africa Screams” is mild 
$17,500 at Criterion on first ses- 
sion. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
“We Were Strangers” (Col) (3d 
wk). Initial holdover round off 


sharply at $20,000 or less after nice 
$35,000 opener 


Bijou ‘(City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—"“Red Shoes” (EL) (29th 
wk). Holding at $12,500 after solid 


$13,500 *last stanza. Continues. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—*‘Adventure in Baltimore” (RKO) 
with Enric Madriguera orch, others 
heading stage bill (2d-final wk). 
Way down even trom thin opening 
round with $26,000, dullest here in 
months; first was very dim $32,000. 
“Sun Comes Up” (M-G) with Glen 
Gray orch, Gracie Barrie, Jackie 
Miles heading stageshow opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.), after three pre- 
view showings set for today (Wed.). 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 70- 
$1.75)—"‘Africa Screams” (UA) (2d 
wk). First week ended last night 
(Tues.) mild $17,500. In ahead, 
‘Red Canyon” (U), very meek 
$15,000 for lone week. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
— ‘The Champion” (UA) (5th wk). 
Continues strong $30.000 after nice 
$35,000 for fourth. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1.736; 50-$1.20) 
—‘Wizard of Oz" (M-G) (reissue) 
(4th wk). Slipping to good $17,500 
after fine $24,000 third. Stays on. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 40-95)— 
Shuttered for facelifting, with 
vaudfilm policy due May 19; “Ca- 
nadian Pacific’ (20th) initial pic. 

Paramount (Par) (3.664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘‘Streets of Laredo” (Par) with 
Peter Lorre, Pied Pipers, Victor 
Lombardo orch topping slageshow. 
Opens today (Wed.). Last week, 
“Undercover Man” (Col) with Duke 
Ellington orch, Billy Eckstine head- 
ing stage bill (83d wk), held okay at 
$60,000 after solid $82,000 second. 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (33d wk). 
Thirty-second week was fancy $15,- 
000 after $15,500 in 31st round. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945: 80-$2.40)—‘Connecti- 
cut Yankee” (Par) with stageshow 
(Sth-final wk). Off to $100,000 after 
nice $118,000 for fourth week. 


Belvedere’ Robust $34,000 in Det.: 
Flamingo Sock 306, Tulsa’ Fast 216 


Detroit, May 10. 

A week-long record heat wave. 
with mercury up to 90, broke Fri- 
dav (6). With arrival of thunder- 
storm. biz soared. “Mr. Belvedere” 
looks big at the Fox. “Flamingo 
Road” shapes sock at the Michi- 
gan. ‘Tulsa’ also is fancy at the 
Palms. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“Mr. Belvedere” (20th) and “Last 
Wild Horses” (SG). Big $34,000. 
Last week. “Canadian Pacific” 
(20th), $25,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4. 
000: 70-95)—‘‘Flamingo Road (WB) 
and “Lucky Stiff’ (UA). Sock 
$30,000 Last week, “Adventure 
in Baltimore” (RKO) and “Hide- 
out” (Mono:. $14.000 

Palms ° 900; 70-95)— 
; Tulsa” (EL, and “Million Dollar 


' Weekend” (Mono) 


Fancy $21,000 
Last week, “Undercover Man” 
‘Col) and “Blondie’s Secret” (Col), 
$12,000. 

United Artists 
95)—"‘Connecticut Yankee” 
(3d wk). Wilting to $10,000. 
week, big $16,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 
“Bad Men of Tombstone” (Mono) 
and “Strike It Rich” (Mono). Mild 
$11,000 Last week, “Sgt. York” 
(WB) and “Castle on Hudson” 
(WB) (reissues), $16,000. 

Adams (‘Balaban’) (1,700: 
—‘‘Little Women” (M-G) 
Oke $12,000. Last 
same 

Downtown (Balaban) (2.900: 70- 
95'1—" Bribe” (M-G) and ‘‘Kid- 
nipped” +M-G) (2d wk). Slow $7,- 
QUO. Last week, $8,500. 


(UD) (2,000: 70- 
(Par) 


Last 


70-95) 
(3d wk). 
week, about 


“Stratton Story’ (M-G) and new 
stageshow open tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (Mage! (594: 44-99)—"The 
Raven” (FC) and “Murders in Rue 
Morgue” (FC) (2d wk). 
Down to $8,500 atter big 
$11.500 opene! 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2.092; 60-$1.25) 

Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) (7th 
wk). Sixth round ended last night 
(‘Tues.) dipped to mild $11,000 or 
less, after good $17,000 filth week 
Stays until May 17 when One 
Woman's Story (U) opens with 
bond preem. Regular run siaris 
May 18 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 
“Belvedere Goes to College” (20th) 
and Vivian Blaine plus iceshow 
heading stage bill (4th-final wk). 
Down to $60,000 or less in final 
session, atter $82,000 in” third. 
“Forbidden Street” (20th) with 
Dick Haymes, Dick Buckley, Three 
Rockets and iceshow heading stage- 
show open >) 


(reissues 


or undet 


Friday (13 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 50-$1.50)— 
“Barklevys of Broadway” (M-QG). 
First week ended last night (Tues.) 
soared to sock $50,000 or near, In 


ahead, “Ball Game” (M-G) (8th wk), 
$12,000 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50) 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) with Ted 
i.-’is ovch and stage unit First 
week is landing nice $63,000 or 
close. Holds. In ahead, “Dream Is 
Yours” (WB) with Lionel Hampton 
orch heading stageshow (3d wk), 
slim $28,000. 

Sutton (Rugoff & Becker) (561; 
70-$1.20)—"‘Quariet” (EL) (7th wk). 


Sixth frame ended Monday (9) held 
up to surprisingly strong $13,000 
after $13,800 for tifth week. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.80)—‘Joan of Arc” (RKO) (26th- 
final wk). Down to $8,000 or near 
on blowoff alter mild $10,000 for 
25th round. “tHlome oi Brave” (UA) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 


‘Joan’ Rugged at 
$18,000 in L'ville 


Louisville, May 10. 

Town's biggest weekend of whole 
year, which brought’ thousands 
here for Kentucky Derby, didn’t 
help much at downtown — film 
houses. Night spots were helped 
most by the racing patronage. “Joan 
of Arc” on $1.25 top at Rialto 
shapes big. “Portrait of Jennie” at 
State is drawing class trade and 
shapes brisk. 

Estimates for This Week 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,- 
200; 45-55)—"“Dream Is Yours” 
(WB). Fine $8,000. Last week, 


“Kiss in Dark” (WB), $6,500. 
National (Standard) (2.400; 45-65) 
—*Jungle Goddess” (SG) with Ha- 


waiian Paradise Revue onstage. 
Not helped by influx of race fans; 
modest $7,000. Last week, “Sea 


Spoilers” (Indie) and “Ex Champ” 
(Indie) (reissues), $5,000. 


Rialto (‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
75-90-$1.251|—** Joan of Are’ (RKO). 
Prices upped, and while = critics 


were lukewarm, looks to soar to big 
$18,000. Last week, “Life of Riley” 
(U) and “Act of Murder” (U), fair- 
ish $12,000. 
State (‘Loew’s) (3.000; 45-65)-— 
“Portrait of Jennie’ (SRO) and 
“Rusty Saves Life” (Col). Brisk 
$14,000 looms. Last week, “Under- 
cover Man” (Col) and “Make Be- 
lieve Ballroom” (Col), $13,000 
Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)—" Boy 
With Green Hair” (RKO) and “Rus- 


tlers’ (RKO). Lively $6.500. Last 
week, “Woman's Secret” (RKO) 
and “Million Dollar Weekend” 


(EL), $5,500 


Port. Likes ‘Belvedere,’ 
Rich $24,000, 2 Spots 

Portiand, Ore., May 10 
All first runs are showing an im- 
proved boxoffice tone here this 
week. “Mr. Belvedere To College” 
is doing sock biz in two theatres. 
“El Paso” is faring well at Or- 
pheum. “Red Shoes” looks ace 

holdover. 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway ‘Parker: ‘1,832; 50-85) 


—‘Ball Game” ‘(M-G) and “Old 
Fashioned Girl” (EL) (3d) wk-3 
davs’. Excellent $4,000. Last week, 
big $8,300. 

Mayia'r (Parker: (1,500; 50-85)— 


“Big Jack” (M-G) and “Miss Mink 
(Continued on page 20) 
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ALBANY 

Warner Screening Room 

79 W. Pearl St. + 12:30 PLM. 

ATLANTA: 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 

197 Walton St. N.W. + 2:30 P.M. 

BOSTON 

RKO Screening Room 
122 Arlington St. + 2:30 P.M 
BUFFALO 

Paramount Screening Room 

464 Franklin St. + 2:00 P.M \ 
CHARLOTTE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
308 S$. Church St. + 10:00 A.M 
CHICAGO 

Warner Screening Room 

1307 So. Wabosh Ave. + 3:30 PM 
CINCINNATI 

RKO Palace Th. Screening Reom 
Palace Th. Bldg. E. 6th + 8:00 P.M, 
CLEVELAND 

Warner Screening Room 

2300 Payne Ave. + 8:00 P.M 


DALLAS 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1803 Wood St. + 2:00 P.M 


DENVER 
Paromount Screening Room 
2100 Stout St. + 2:00 P.M 


DES MOINES 
Paramount Screening Room 


1225 High St. + 8:00 P.M. 
DETROIT 

Film Exchange Building 

2310 Cass Ave. + 2:00 P.M 
INDIANAPOLIS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
326 No. Illinois St. + 3:00 P.M. 


KANSAS CITY 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1720 Wyandoite St. + 1:30 P.M 
LOS ANGELES 

Warner Screening Room 

2025 $. Vermont Ave. + 2:00 P.M 

MEMPHIS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 

151 Vance Ave. + 10:00 A.M. 

MILWAUKEE 

Warner Theatre Screening Room 

212 W. Wisconsin Ave. + 2:00 P.M 
MINNEAPOLIS 

Warner Screening Room 

1000 Currie Ave. + 2:00 P.M. 

NEW HAVEN 

Warner Theatre Projection Room 
70 College St. + 2:00 P.M. 
NEW ORLEANS > 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
200 S. liberty St. + 8:00 P.M. 
NEW YORK 

Home Office 

321 W. 44th St. + 2:30 PLM 


OKLAHOMA | 
| 


‘~/ 


20th Century-Fox Screening Room 


A-Tremendous Western Drama- — 


20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1502 Davenport Si. - 10:00 A.M. 


in. the Heroic Vastness of the ee. 


egtne es ee : ; ; mle | = 230 Me. 13th St. - 2.30 PM 
_— * PITTSBURGH 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1715 Blvd. of Allies + 1:30 7M 
PORTLAND 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

1947 WLW. Kearney St. + 2:00 P.M 
SALT LAKE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
216 East Ist South « 7:00 P.M. 
SAN FRAWHCISCO \ 
Republic Pict. Screening Room 

221 Golden Gate Ave. + 1:30 FM 
SEATTLE 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

2318 Second Ave. - 10:30 AM 
ST. LOUIS 

S'renco Screening Room 

3143 Olive St. + 1:00 P.M. 
WASHINGTON 

Warner Theatre Building 

V3th & E Sts. WW. + 10:30 AM 






































WILL BE [TRADE SCREENED MAY 16|BY WARNER Bros. 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 
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H10’s Hit Hub; Carle-Mills Bros. Lift 
‘Jim’ Hep 286; ‘Outpost’ 156, 2 Spots 


Boston, May 10. * 


Most major houses are holding | 
over this stanza, resulting in mod- 
erate activity at the boxoffice. “Mr. 
Belvedere” at the Met still shapes 
strong for second week. Frankie 
Carle band and Mills Bros. at Bos- 


ton with “Jungle Jim” shapes 
hefty. “Outpost In Morocco” looks 
mild in two houses. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 40-85) — 
“Secret Garden” (M-G). Fair $7,- 
000. Last week, “Pride of Yankees 
(RKO) (reissue) (3d wk), $2,200. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85) 
“Jungle Jim” (Col) plus Frankie 
Carle orch, Mills Bros. topping 
stageshow. Nice $28,000. Last 
week, “City Across River (U) and 
“Daughter of Jungle” (Rep). (2d 
wk). okay $16,000. =e 

Exeter (Indie) (1,100; 45-75) — 
“Cesar (Indie) About average 
$7.000. Last week, ‘Mons. Vincent” 
(Indie) (3d wk), Good $5,800. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 
“Bride of Vegeance” (Par) and 
“Susanna Pass” (Rep). Unexciting 


$8.000. Last week, “Dream _Is 
Yours” (WB? and “Rimfire” (SG), 
$8.500 


Mayflower (ATC) (700; 40-85) — 


“Outpost in Morocco” (UA) and 
“Big Sombrero” ‘Col). NSH $5,- 
000. Last week, “Tulsa” (EL) (3d 


wk), okay $3,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Life of Riley” (U) and ‘Feathered 
Serpent” (Mono) (2d wk). Fair 
$17,000 after oke $21,000 first. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,376; 40- 
85'\— ‘Belvedere To College” (20th) 
and “Homicide” (WB) (2d wk). Nice 
$22,000 after sock $30,000 first. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“We Were Strangers” (Col’ and 
“Crime Doctor’s Diary” (Col) (2d 
wk), Down to $19,000 after okay 
$22,500 opener. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—'Bride of Vengeance” (Par) and 


“Susanna Pass” (Rep). Oke $12.,- 
000. Last week, “El Paso” (Par) 
and “Duke of° Chicago” (Rep), 


about same. 

Pilgrim ATC) (1,800; 40-85) — 
“Outpost in Morocco” (UA) and 
“Big Sombrero” (Col). Mild $10.- 
000. Last week, “Crooked Way” 
(UA) and “Bomba” (Mono), $6,500. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)—‘‘We 
Were Strangers” (Col) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Diary” (Col) (2d wk. 
Down to $10,500 after fairly good 
$13,500 opener. 





Seattle Sags, ‘Dream’ 
$9,000, ‘Impact’ $7,000 


Seattle, May 10. 


First heat wave is hurting trade 
all over town this week. Takings 
have been cut to four figures at 
every spot for first time in months. 
Plethora of holdovers also is hurt- 
ing. “Dream Is Yours” and “Im- 
pact” look best new entries but 
neither is doing well. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 50-84)— 

“Tulsa” (EL) and “Tucson” (20th) 
(4th wk). Slow $2,500. Last week, 
with “Shamrock Hill’ (EL) (3d 
wk), nice $3,300. 
Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
‘Impact” (UA) and “C-Man” (FC). 
Mild $7,000. Last week, “Shot Jesse 
James” (SG) and “Duke of Chi- 
cago” (Rep), $7,200. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 50-84) 
—"Dream Is Yours” (WB) and 
“Lucky Stiff” (UA). Slow $9,000 in 
9 days. Last week, “Little Women” 
(MeG) and “Tucson” (20th) (3d wk- 
4 days), good $5,100. 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 50- 
4)—“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) 
and “Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col) (3d 
wk). Oke $7,000. Last week, excel- 
lent $10,000. 

Musie Box (H-E) 


Nice $5,500 in 9 days. Last week, 
7,000. 

; Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 50-84)— 
“Belvedere to liege” (20th) and 
‘Cheated Law” (20th) (3d wk). 
oa $8,000. Last week, trim $7.- 


_ Urpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
‘Life of Riley’ (U) and “State 
Dept.—File 649” (FC) (2d. wk). 
Down to good $7,000 after nice 
$12,200 opener. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 50-84) 
— Canadian Pacific’ (20th) and 
‘Red Pony” (Rep) (2d runs) and 
Vaude. Slim $5,000. Last week. 
Fighting O'Flynn” (U) and “Dark 
Past” (Col), okay $4,700. 
___ Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)— 
‘Ball Game” (M-G) and “Search 
for Danger” (FC) (2d wk). Good 
$7.000. Last week, $11,300. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 50-84) 
—"Set. York” (WB) and “Castle 
on Hudson” (WB) (reissues). Nice 
$4,500. Last week, “Mother Is 
Frestunan” (20th) and “Blackie’s 
Venture” (Col! (2d runs), $4,300. 


{erage $11,000. 
trait of Jennie’ (SRO), unexciting | 
| $10,200. 


| 
(850; $1.20- 
$2.40/—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (3d wk). 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gress 
This Week $2,548,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 211 
theatres, chiefly prst runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.). 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,481,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 200 
theatres) 


Kettle Aces In 
Mpls., Big $15,000 


Minneapolis. May 10. 
_important 








Such holdovers 


as 
“Connecticut Yankee” and “Ball 
Game.” in their second weeks, far 


outshine most new product this ses- 
sion. “‘Ma and Pa Kettle” is the 
pacemaker, with ‘Life of Riley” 
and “Sun Comes Up” trailing. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Sun Comes Up” (M-G). Light $5,- 
000. Last week, “Love of Mary” 
(U), $3.500 in 5 days 
Lyceum (Nederlander) (1,900: 
$1.20-$2.40) — “Hamlet” (U) (2d 
run). Back tor a second roadshow 
run following earlier three weeks 
at Century. Good $7,000 in pros- 
pect. Last week. subsequent-run. 
Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) (2d 
wk). Somewhat of a disappoint- 
ment for a Bing Crosby film and 
down to $10,000 this week after 
good $18,000 first week. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) 
50-70)—"‘Life of Riley” (U). Mild 
$9,500 looks about all. Last week, 
“Enchantment” (RKO), $9,000. 


(2,800; 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1.600; 50-70) 
—‘Hitler’s Children” (RKO) and 
“Behind Rising Sun” (RKO) (re- 


issues). Modest $7,000. Last week, 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) (2d wk), 
$6,000. 

State (Par) (2.300; 50-70)—) 


|‘‘Ma, Pa Kettle’ ‘U). Smash $15,- 
000. Last week, “*To Sea in Ships”’ 
, (20th), $12,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-70)—‘“Ball 
Game” (M-G) ‘(2d wk). Good $5- 
000 after strong $6,000 first canto. 


Balto Bopped by Balmy 
Weather But ‘The Fan’ 





| Breezy 10G; ‘El Paso’ 7 


Baltimore, May 10. 
Balmy weather over the week- 
end is proving too potent a handi- 
cap for downtown spots to over- 
come this week, and biz is down 
all over. “El Paso” is 
better-than-average trade at May- 
‘fair and “The Fan” is nicely placed 
for daytime action at the New. 

Rest of list is only fair to thin. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)\—‘‘Force of Evil” (M-G). Av- 
Last week, “Por- 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70)\—“‘Undercover Man” (Col) 
plus vaude. Mild $14,000. Last 
week, “Woman's Secret” (Col) and 
Art Mooney orch, fair $14,600. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 


60)—"‘The Raven” (FC) and “Mur- | 


ders Rue Morgue” (FC) (reissues). 
Opened yesterday ‘(Mon.) after 23 
days of “Connecticut 
(Par). Final 9 days hit $10,000, 
with stout $13.400 in second. 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65)— 
“El Paso” (Par). Solid $7,000. 
Last week, “Canadian Pacific” 


(20th) (3d wk). oke $4,100. 
New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 


“The Fan" (20th). Sturdy $10,000 
or over looked for. Last week, 
“Mir. Belvedere Goes College” 
(20th), return week was~ mild 
$7,000 

Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-73)— 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) (2d. wki. 
Holding well at $11,000 after 


strong $17,300 opener. 
Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—‘Tulsa” (EL) (2d wk). Down to 


/ $7,000 after big $10,900 opener: 


drawing | 


Yankee”. 


‘Heat, H.0’s Clip D.C: 


‘Jack’-Vaude Dim 186 


Washington, May 10 

Midtown sector currently in the 
grasp oi a premature summer lull, 
due to combo of holdovers and sea- 
son's first heat wave. Sole excep- 
| tion to general slump is “Quartet,” 
breaking all records at the vear-oid 
Playhouse. “Big Jack"’ and vaude 
looks dim at the Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol ‘Loew’s) (2,434; 44-85)!— 
“Big Jack’ (M-G) plus vaude. Dim 
$18,000. Last week, “Cover Up” 
(UA plus vaude, hot $27,000 
thanks to stage layout 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 44-80)— 
“Pride otf Yankees” (RKO) (vreis- 
sue). So-so $9,000. Last week. ‘Life 
of Riley” (U), weak $8,000 

National (Heiman) (1,600; 44-74 
—‘Impact” (UA). Slim $6,000. Last 
week, “Gone With Wind’ (M-G) 
(reissue) (3d wk), fine $7,500 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) (2d 
wk). Slipped to okay $17,000 after 
sturdy $22,000 opener 

Playhouse (Lopert) 
“Quartet” (EL). Smash 
better, setting new house 
Last week, “Scott of 
(EL) (3d wk). slow 
days 

Metropolitan (WB) 
—‘‘Song of India” (Col) 
$5,000 for firstrun. Last 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) (2d 
slow $5,000 

Warner (WB) (2,164: 44-74)— 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) (2d. wk). 
Okay $10,000 in 5 days after smart 
$19,000 last week 


50-85 )— 
$9,000 or 
record. 
Antarctic” 
$3.000 for 5 


(432 


1,163; 44-74) 
Sickly 
week, 

run), 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (650; 44-80)— 
“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) (3d wk). 
Steady $8,500. Last week, good 


$10,000 





‘Game’ Smash $14,500 in 
Cincy Despite the Heat; 
Flamingo’ Reusing 136 


Cincinnati, May 10 

Four new bills are getting mod- 
erate returns this canto, biz down- 
town climbing several degrees 
above last week. 
May heat wave in 
not hurt much. Current topper is 
“Ball Game,” big at Capitol. 
Breathing down its neck is “Flam- 
ingo Road” at Albee. “Undercover 
Man” shapes moderate at Palace. 


first half did 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75) — 
“Flamingo Road" (WB). Pleasing 
$13,000. Last week, “Portrait of 


Jennie” (SRO), modest $10,000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75) — 
| “Ball Game” (M-G). Big $14,500. 
Holds. Last week, “Little Women” 
| (M-G) (3d wk), okay $6,500. 
| Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) — 
|“Tarzan’s Magie Fountain” (RKO). 
|Satisfactory $8,000. Last week, 
|‘*Canadian Pacific’ (20th), strong 
| $10,000. 
| Guild (Indie) (278; $1.20-$2.40)— 
| “Red Shoes” (EL) (10th wk). Thin 
$2,500, same as last week, to wind 
‘up slick run. Small suburban 
‘house returns Friday to pop grind 
policy. 
_ Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
|; —"“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) (4th 


wk). Perky $7,000 trailing solid 
' $9,500 third. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75) — 


| “Undercover Man” (Col). Moderate 
$11,000. Last week, “Dream Is 
Yours” (WB), nice $12,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75) 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB: ‘m.o.!. 
so $4,500. Last week. “Knock 
|Door” (Col), ditto. 


So- 
On 


Prov. Way Off; ‘Women’ 
Not So Big at $19,500 


Providence, May 10. 
Biz is off all over town. 





New Product Fails to Up L. A. But 
Belvedere’ Fat $62,000; Strangers 


A record early-., 


i (Rep). 
“Little | 


/Women” at Loew’s State is land-| 


'ing top biz but it’s not big. Ail 
other stands are marking time with 
average takes. Maijestic’s “Dream 
Is Yours” is doing nearly as well 
as “Women.” 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65:— 
“Red Canyon" (U) and “Million 
Dollar Weekend” (EL). Okay 
$11,000. Last week, “Life of 


Riley” (U) and “The Pearl” (RKO), 
nice $15,000. 


| Fay’s (Fav) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Fighting Fools” (Indie! and Eddie 
Ryan heading stageshow. Fair 
$7,500. Last week, “Abbott & 
Costello Meet Frankenstein” (U) 
and Jerry Wayne heading stage 
bill, nifty $9.500. 

Majestic ‘Fay) (2,200; 44-65:— 


“Dream Is Yours’ (WB) and “Duke 
of Chicage"” ‘Rep’. Good $12,000 
Last week, ‘Mother Is Freshman” 


»(20th! and “Cheated Law” (20th), 
nifty $15,500. 
Metropolitan (Snider: (3.100; 44- 


“Shamrock 
So-so $6,000. 


65'—‘‘Tulsa” (‘EL’) and 
Hill” (EL) (2d wk). 
Last week, $7,500. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—"Lit- 
| (Continded of phge 29) 


32G, River’ 316, 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $512,000 
(Based on 17 theatres) 
Last Year $608,000 
(Based on 21 theatres 





‘Younger Tops mn 
K.C., Okay $13,000 


ansas City, May 10. 

World preem of *‘ Younger Broth- 
ers’’ at Paramount with four War- 
ner players in personals opening 
day leads town with okay figure. 
“Citv Across River” shapes slow 
in Fox Midwest three firstruns 
“Flamingo Road” is steady on 
holdover at Orpheum. Warm weath- 
er trimmed biz over weekend 


Estimates for This Week 
Kimo (Dickinson) (550; $1.20- 
$2.40'—"‘Red Shoes” (EL) (3d wk). 


Holding near first two weeks pace 
at big $5,500 Last week. about 
same. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3.500: 45-65) 
“Big Jack” (M-G) and “Caught” 
(M-G). Mild with $13.000. Last 
week, “Undercover Man” 4Col) and 


“Make Believe Ballroom” (Col), 
$12.000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1.900; 45-65'— 
“Flamingo Road” (WB) (2d wk) 
and “Sword of Avenger” (EL) 
Good $9,000. Last week, strong 
$14,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900: 45-65)— 
“Younger Brothers” (WB) with 
Bruce Bennett, James Brown. 


Wayne Morris and Alan Hale p.a.’s 
opening day. Started big but under 
hopes for 8 days at $13.000 and 
won't hold. Last week. “Connecti- 
cut Yankee” (Par) (3d wk), oke 
$7,500 in 6 days. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2.043: 700: 45-65) 
—'‘City Across River’ (U). Slow 
$9,500 in 6 days. Last week. ‘*Moth- 
er Is Freshman” (20th), about same, 
good weekend helping. 





Frisco Mercury Soars, 
Biz Slides; ‘Strangers’ — 


1936, ‘Dream’ $19,000 


San Francisco, May 10. 
heat is hitting business 
here this session, with even the 
better product hard hit. Top 
money is going to “We Were 
Strangers,” strong at Orpheum 
but not up to what it might have 
done ordinarily. Same applies to 
“Dream Is Yours,” fine at Para- 
mount. “Tulsa” is good at the big 
Fox while “The Fan” is just okay 
at Warfield. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 60- 
95\—“‘Pride of Yankees” (RKO) 
(reissue)! and “Strange Mrs 
Crane” (EL). Thin $11.000. Last 
week. “Adventure in Baltimore” 


Record 


(RKO) and “Brothers in Saddle” 
(RKO), $12.000. 
Fox (FWC) (4.651: 60-95'— 


“Tuisa” (EL) and “Angel in Exile” 
Good $18.500. Last week. 
“Belvedere to College” (20th) and 
“Last Bandit” (Rep) (3d wk), fine 
$8.500 in 4 davs. 

Warfield (FWC) (2.656: 60-85)— 
“The Fan” (20th) and “Daughter 
of the Jungle” (Rep). Okay $13.- 
000.- Last week, “Little Women” 
(3d wk), $7,000 in 4 days. 

Paramount (Par) (2.646; 60-85)— 


“Dream Is Your's” (WB) and “Ar- 
son” (SG). Fine $19,000 Last 
week, “Connecticut Yankee” (Par 


‘(2d wk), $16,000 
St. Francis (Par) (1.400: 60-85)— 


“Ball Game” (M-G) (6th wki. 
Down to $4,000. Last week, steady 
$8,500. 


Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448: 55- 


85'\—“‘We Were Strangers” (Col). 
Hefty $19.500. Last week. “Life of 
Riley” (U) (2d wk), $8,500 in 5 
days. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1- 
207; 55-85\—“Impact” (UA) (2d 
wk). Off sharviy to $5,500. Last 
week, fine $11,000. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (370; 
$1.20-$2.40'\—‘‘Hamlet” (U) (26th 


wk). Fine $4,500. Last week, $5.- 
000 

Clay (‘Roesner) (400:;* 65-85)— 
“Mons. Vincent” (Indie (4th wk: 


Strong $3,290. Lat ‘week, $3,800 


; ing 


| (2,100: 


‘Outpost’ 256, Mild 


Los Angeles, May 

Five new bills were unveiled 
here this week but only one is do- 
i biz. “Beivedere To Col- 
lege” is grabbing the most atten- 
tion with hefty $62,000 in four 
theatres “We Were Strangers” 
shapes moderate $32,000 in two 
houses while “City Across River” 
is looking for medium $31,000 or 
near in five situations 

“Outpost in Moroceo” also is 
heading for mild $25,000 in five 
spots. “Big Jack" is seraping bot- 
tom with a bare $19,500 In three 
Sites 

“The Champion” is pacing the 
holdevers with sharp $40,000 in 
second frame, four locations, after 
great $58,200 initial round. “Fla- 
mingo Road” also looks good at 
$38,000 in second ftrame, three 
spots 


Estis.ates for This Week 


Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawall, 
Hollywood Music Halls (Prin-Cor) 


solid 


(834: 902; 1300; Ola: 30-8] . 
“Champion” (UA) (2d wk). Sharp 
$40,000. Last week, great $58,200 
Chinese, Loew's State, Loyola, 
Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 1,248; 
1,719: 60-$1) “Belvedere Goes 
College” (20th) and “Arctic Fury” 
(Indie). Hefty $62,000. Last week, 


“Portrait Jennie” (SRO) and “Tuec- 
son” (20th) (9 days), slow $36,300. 

Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1,757; 2.756; 2.344: 60-$1)— 
“Flamingo Road" (WB) (2d) wk). 
Sturdy $38,000. Last week, big $55,- 
100 but below hopes 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, 
(FWC) (1,538: 2,097: 2,296: 60-$1)— 
“Big Jack’? (M-G). Seant $19,500 
Last week, “Little Women” (M-G) 
(3d wk-6 days), $13,900 

Orpheum (D'town) (2,210; 60-$1) 
—‘Outpost in Morocco” (UA) and 
“Gay Amigo” (UA). About $12,000, 
with mild $25,000 in 5 day - date 
houses. Last week, “Shot Jesse 
James” (SG) and “Arson, Inc.” 
(SG), $12,100 here with $22,500 in 
5 sites. 

Pantages, Hillstreet 
(2,812: 2.890: 50-$1) 
Strangers” (Col) and “Lost Tribe” 
(Col) Moderate $32,000. Last 
week, “Adventure Baltimore” 
(RKO) and “Mutineers” (Col), slim 
$18,300. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1.451;'60-$1) 
*“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) and 
“Hideout” (Rep) (L.A.. Par only) 
(2d wk). Slow $24,000. Last week, 
just average $36,600. 

United Artists, Ritz (UA-FWC) 
1,370; 60-$1)—"City Across 
River” (U) and “Daughter of West” 
(FC). Mild $18,000, and medium 
$31,000 in 5 day-date houses. Last 
week, “Life Riley” (U) and “Sky 
Dragon” (Mono) (10 days), $28.400 
for 5 spots. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘The Damned” (Indie). Okay 
$2,500. Last week. “Grand Illu- 
sion” (Indie) (reissue), $1,800 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (‘fL) (19th 
wk). Nice $6,000. Last week, $6.- 
300. 

Four Star (UA-WC) ‘900; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (‘(28th-final 
wk). Neat $5,500. Last week, $4,- 
100. 

Laurel ‘Rosener) (890; $1.20)— 
“Mons. Vincent” (Indie) (4th wk), 
Good $4,000. Last week, $5,000. 


Wilshire 


(Pan-RKQO) 
-‘We Were 


Arnaz Boosts ‘City’ 

Lofty $21,000, Omaha 

Omaha, May 10. 
“Cry of City,” given a big boost 

by Desi Arnaz band, shapes big at 
the Orpheum. Other grosses shape 
better than recently with “The 
Younger Brothers,” largely due 
to p.a.’s by Alan Hale, Bruce Ben- 
nett, Wayne Morris and ames 
Brown at Paramount. Cool, unset- 
tled weather helped. 

Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
80\—“‘Cry of City” (20th) with 
Desi Arnaz orch, others, onstage. 


Big $21,000. Last week, “Bad Boy” 
(Mono) and “Big Sombrero” (Col), 
only $9,200 at 65c top. 

Paramount (Tristates! ‘2,800; 16- 
65)\—“Younger’ Brothers” (WB). 
Paced by big bally. it will get nice 
$12,000. Last week, “Rea Pony” 
(Rep), $9,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65'!— 
“Enchantment” (RKO) and “Broth- 
ers in Saddle” (RKO). Good $7.- 
500. Last week, “Dream Is Yours” 
(Col) and “Flaxy Martin” (Col), 
nifty $8,200. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Ball Game” (M-G:. Started Sun- 
day ‘8’. Last week, “Little Wome 
en” (M-G) (3d wk) and “Dudes Are 
Pretty” (Indie) (2d wk), okay 
$3,000-! +. ; 
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Proper Planning Key to OK Filming In 


Italy, Sez Pahlen; ‘Pirates Tab 7006 


Foundation for practical film- 
making in Italy lies in proper ed- 
vance preparation, independent 
producer Victor Pahlen declared in 
New York Monday (9). Recently 
returned from Italy where he made 


ward and Binnie Barnes, the exec 
holds no brief for other American 
producers who have rapped the 
Italian industry’s technical defici- 
encies 

Laboratory. recording and power 
Pahlen said, were over- 
come by his organization, which 
fully recognized these stumbling 
blocks long before a camera turned 
and took suitable steps to counter- 
act them. Power shortage, caused 
by Italy’s drought, was hurdled by 
the use of the unit's own gen- 
erators. 

In production for four months on 


problems, 


location throughout Italy and on, 


the Isle of Capri, “Pirates” ex- 
ceeded its original shooting sched- 
ule by only 10%—which is consid- 
ered fine compared to certain other 
Italian locationers of American 
companies. Through the use of 
natural backgrounds plus coopera- 
tion of native labor and the Italian 
Navy, Pahlen feels that his $700.- 
000 budgeter represents ‘at least 
$2,000,000 production value” under 
Hollywood standards. 


Participating with Pahlen’= on 
“Pirates’’’ production was_ the 


Marquis Theodile, who is receiving 
certain distribution markets in re- 
turn for his financial contribution. 
It's the Marquis’ initial venture 
into filmmaking. U. S. release of 
the pic will probably be hardled 
by Motion Picture Sales Cor with 
which Pahlen expects to .alize a 
deal this week. 

Next on Pahlen’s. production 
agenda is “It Happened in France,” 
a chase meller which Jacques Com- 
paneez co-authored. Picture would 
star Viviane Romance who, 
len says, he has under contract for 
both films and personal appear- 
ances. He’s currently seeking an 
American star as the male lead for 
the pic which is tentatively due to 
roll in Paris next August. Pro- 
ducer has still another property. 
“Corsican Blood,” tagged for film- 
ing after “France’s” windup. 





Int’l Use of Recordings 
Gets Airing at Congress 
Just Held in Amsterdam 


Amsterdam, April 30. 

The second postwar Congress of 
the International Federation of the 
Phonographic Industry was heid 
here April 25-28 in the Hotel de 
l'Europe, with delegates from most 
Western Europe countries attend- 
ing, and Admiral Glassford of RCA 
acting as observer for U. S. com- 
panies. On the agenda were the 
duestion of the use of records for 
broadcasting purposes (and the as- 
sociated questions of copyright 
concerned), and the attitude of the 
record industry to the organiza- 
tions representing musicians and 
composers. 

IFPI generai secretary Basil 
Bramall said that on the whole 
he was quite satisfied with what 
had been achieved. He stated that 
the main aim of the federation 
was to formulate a sort of Berne 
Convention for the industry which 
would be worldwide in its scope 
and would even operate in the 
USSR. Steps were being taken to 
prepare such a convention and in 
view of the strong measure of sup- 
port the ‘proposal had received, he 
considered its chances extremely 
good. 

The Congress was attended by 


representatives of both the Inter-| 


national Broadcasting Organiza- 
tion and the International Federa- 
tion of Musicians. 

Dutch. Decca Co. acted as hosts 
for the Congress with press and 
publicity chores in the hands of 
their flack. Rolf Ten Kate. Affair 
closed with a dinner which was 
attended by Dutch government 
and Amsterdam civic. officials. 


Stolz’s ‘Carnival’ 
01Z $ rniva 
: London, May 10 
. Robert Stolz’s new operetta, 
Carnival in Vienna,” with book bs 
Hans Marischka is due to open in 
Vienna in September. ~* 
Price Littler already 
quired the English rights. 





has ac- 


+ 


“pirates of Capri,” with Louis Hay- | 


Pah- } 





Joe Bellfort Given 
Lissim’s RKO Spot 


Paris, May 10. 
Joe Bellfort, former assistant to 
Wladimir Lissim, RKO's Continen- 


tal manager, has been upped to 
homeoffice ref in Europe by RKO 
foreign chief Phil Reisman, who 
is now here. Lissim, currently in 
New York, recently resigned 
Bellfort’s new post wil! not be 
precisely equivalent to that hel 
by Lissim, but will put him on 


equal footing with Elias Lapinere, 
who heads sales and publicity in 
Europe. It is believed there will 
be no appointee to the title of Con- 


tinental manager. 
Bellfort has been with RKO 


in the New York office. After get- 
ting a law degree, he joined the 
homeoffice legal department He 
switched to foreign in 1944 and 
has been in the Paris office for 
the past two years. 

Wladimir Lissim, whose resigna- 
tion as European topper for RKO 
becomes’ effective in about a 
month, leaves for Paris from New 
York tomorrow (Thursday). He's 
been in the U. S tor the past two 
months. 

His plans now are indefinite be- 
yond the time it will take him to 
clean up his affairs at RKO’s Paris 
headquarters. 


ire Nixing 
Newsreel Tax 


Dublin, May 10 

Import duty on newsreels enter- 
ing Eire, at 2c. a foot. has been 
withdrawn by Finance Minister 
Patrick McGilligan in his budget 
presented to the Dail (Congress! 
last week. Nixing of tax follows 
represeniations of leading exhibs 
and Newsreel Assn. and means re- 
entry of reels into Eire after nine 
| years During war years’ stock 
shortage and Eire’s neutrality cuts 
of war footage caused newsreelers 
to stop supplying Irish market. At 
| war's end it was found uneconomic 
to resume deliveries while the tax 
| lasted. 

Budget has also cut entertain- 
ment tax for village film shows in 
centres of less than 500 population. 
This will aid touring 16m _ exhibs 
and a small number of halls show- 
ing 35m films. 

McGilligan reimposed the tax on 
terperies lifted three years ago 
because of difficulty of checking 
collection in rural areas. Tax will 
be 25° of charge tor admission 
and will hit small terperies which 
have been having a lush time for 
the past few years. 








Goldsmith Coordinator 


Of M-G’s Foreign Sales 


Charles Goldsmith, Metro 
eign dept. exec, who recently re- 
turned from England, has been 
named company’s coordinator for 
British regional operations. 
tioned at the h.o. Goldsmith will 
serve as central liaison in matters 
of sales contro! and interdepart- 
mental policy for all of the British 
Empire except the Far East. 

Goldsmith seived for a number 
of months as assistant to Sam Eck- 


man, Jr., Metro’s British chief. In, 


another shift, Seymour Mayer has 
‘ been tapped to act as aide to Mor- 
ton Spring, veepee of the foreign 
subsid, on special assignments cov- 
ering both theatres and sales. 





Leeds Likes ‘Champagne’ 


London, May 4 
Ronald = Millar's “Champagne 
For Delilah.” which opened in 
Leeds May 2, has proved a hit 


there, With local press going into 
ecstasies about it. Play is spon- 
sored by Henry Sherek and How- 
ard S. Cullman, and is due at the 
New theatre June 8 

Meanwhile, Metro has already 
offered $60,000 for the film rights 
with Sherek holding out for nearl) 
,; twice that. 


for- 


Sta- 


Ben Henry to Coast 


Ben Henry, Universal's British 
chief, heads to the Coast today 
(Wed.) with his wife for a two-| 
week stay. Henry plans to spend 


one week at the studio and then 
vacation at Pebble Beach for the 
,second stanza. He arrived last 
week in the U. S. along with Cecil 
| Bernstein, co-chiet of the British 
Granada circuit. 

Both the Henrys and the Bern- 
steins are scheduled to return to 
England aboard the Queen Mary 
June 4. Bernstein and his wife left 
for Bermuda Saturday (6) for a 
two-week vacation 


Moral Right On 


Scissored Pix 
Stirs Up French 


Paris, May 10. 

Whether an artisan has a “moral 
right’ to a picture on which he 
has worked is posing a tough legal 
problem for Pathe and the Pro- 
ducers’ Syndicate. Question arose 
as a result of a suit brought against 
Pathe by Marcel Carne and Jacques 


since 1930, starting as a page boy | 


Prevert, director and scripter re- 
spectively, of “Children of Para- 
dise.”’ 

Plaintiffs contend their ‘“‘mors] ; 
right” to “Paradise” was injured 
when Pathe allegediv = scissored 


several sequences of the film in or- 


der to make it easier to release. 
Recent court decision granted 
Carne and Prevert permission to 
seize the picture on the grounds 
that all artistic collaborators in a 


film had a “moral right.” 
Appealing the ruling, Pathe at- 
torney Jean Rappoport won a de- 
cision which assessed damages 
against Carne and Prevert. Higher 
court held that no picture could be 
seized under conditions described 
in the complaint. However, the 
court still recognizes the plaintiffs’ 
“moral right.” This point will be 
fought later by Rappoport in_ be- 
half of the Producers’ Syndicate 
This litigation, it’s felt here, is 
important to producers of other 
countries since any director, sce- 
narist or actor who claims that his 


“moral right” to a film has been 
damaged might well halt the pic- 


ture’s release. Meanwhile, Rappo- 
port is mapping a trip to the U.S 
to confer with top legalites there 
on the matter. 





Seidelman’s German 
Film Market Survey 


Joseph H. Seidelman, Universal's 
foreign topper. who sails for Stock- 
holm today ‘Wed.’ aboard the 
Gripsholm, will make an on-the- 
spot survey of the German situa- 
tion in preparation for U's estab- 
lishment of an office in that coun- 
try. Since the company, along with 
other majors. will start operating 
on its own in 1950, Seidelman said 
|he wants to check personally on 
the prospects of the German mar- 
| ket. 

Seidelman’s itinerary calls for 
visits to every European country 
outside Soviet-dominated lands. He 
expects to return to the U. S. with- 
in six-seven weeks. 











Current London Shows 


London, May 11. 
(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“Adv. Story,” James (8). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s'm (101). 
“Beaux Stratagem,” Phoenix (2), 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (107). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty (4). 
“Belinda Fair,” ‘7). 
“Black Chiffon,” West 
“Daphine,” Wynd. (7) 


(2). 


“Dark of Moon,” Ambassador (4). 
“Foolish Gent’w'n,” Duch. (11). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (59). 
“Harvey,” Wales (19). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (15). 


“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (21). 
“Human Touch,” Savoy (13). 
“Ladies Burning,” Globe (1). 
Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (8) 


“Lilac Time,’ Palace (3). 
“Marriage Story,” Strand (2), 
“No Flowers” York ‘i 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (106) 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (23), 
“Power Darkness,” Lyric (1), 


“September Tide,” Ald. (22) 
“Shooting Star,’’ Playhouse (2) 


“Summer in Dec.” Comedy (7). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (109) 
“Turners’ Husb.” St. Mart. (2), 
“Woman’s Place,” Vaude (7). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (107) 


Yank Indies to Get More Dates 
On French Screens Next Year? 





Mayer Rents His Conn. 
Home, Back to Paris 


Gerald A. Maver flies back 


to 


Paris from New York Friday (13 
to his post as Continental rep tor 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer 
ica. He has been in the U. S. since 
last weekend to give testimony in 
the current arbitration being con 
| ducted by Will Hays on divvy ot 
coin paid to the American indus 
try by France under the Blum 
Byrnes agreement 

Maver, while in the U. S., a 
ranged for rental of his home in 
Connecticut, since he has taken 
permanent quarters in Paris A 
few days foliowing his return to 


‘with two of them 


France he heads for Rome to con 
tinue negotiations there on com 
promise proposals on the Italian 
dubbing tax. 


Danish Pic Wins 
At Milan Fest 


Genoa, Mav 3 


The Milan Film Festival ended 
last night (2) with the jurvy’s first 
prize going to the Danish film, 


“Ditte Menneskebarn,” directed by 
Bjarne and Astrid Henning-Jen- 
sen, which had already been shown 
at the 1947 Venice festival The 
Milan show, which lasted two 
weeks, failed to secure several pix 
it was after, such as RKO’'s “Joan,” 
Clouzot’s “Manon,” WB's “Johnny 
Belinda’ and 20th’s “Snake Pit.” 
and had to fill in with other, older 
films. 

The Hungarian film “Quelque 
Part En Europe’’was the public's 
choice in the voting which took 
place after the last show, while 
“La Terra Trema,” directed by 
Luchino Visconti ‘shown at the 
1948 Venice show, where it re- 
ceived a prize), was considered the 
best Italian film. There was only 
one other one in the running. Act- 
ing prizes went to Hildegard Knet 
(now in the states) and Gabor Nik 
los. 

Other films shown 
ain, “The Winslow 
Guinea Pig”; France, “Nuit a Ta- 
barin”; Austria, ‘“‘Der Prozess”: 
Mexico, “Private Life of Anthony 
and Cleopatra’; Germany, “Film 
Ohne Titel”; Italy, “Giudicatemi”: 


were: Brit- 


Boy,” “The 


U.S, Story of Gi Joe,” *“ The Ox- 
Bow Incident” (this one had al- 
ready been shown publicly in 
Italv), “A Song Is Born,” “That 
Mad Mr. Jones.” 

The festival had attracted con- 


siderable attention in its prepara- 
tory stages, but interest in it died 
out when important pix dropped 
off its schedule. Jury, all-Italian, 
was made up of members ot or- 
ganizations sponsoring the festi- 
val-Milan's Museo del Cinema, Mi- 
lan Industrial Fair, and 
Tourist Bureau. 





Five Openings Spark 


Week’s London Legit 


London, May 10. 

Five plays opened here last week. 
earmarked for 
long runs. The Westminster 
brought in the week’s first offering 
Tuesday (3), with “Black Chiffon.”’ 
Play, an absorbing psychological 
study by Lesley Storm, was spjen- 
didly received and looks to be a 
hit. Flora Robson scored a _ per- 
sonal triumph in the role of a 
mother who steals through devo- 
tion to her son. ‘Marriage Story.” 
an unconvincing meller with little 
chance for success, came into the 
Strand Wednesday (4) Angela 
Baddley has the leading role 

A sparkling revival of “The 
Beaux Stratagem.” Restoration 


'comedy, took place at the Phoenix 


Thursday (5). Starring Kay Ham- 
mond and John Clements, the show 
appears set. An inept comedy 
about marital jealousy, “Miss Tur- 
ner’s Husband,” opened at the St 
Martins Friday ‘6). Greta Gynt 
who stars. was cordially received. 
but the play by Gilbert Wakefield 
stands little chance. 

“Monkey Puzzle.” which went 
into the Playhouse two weeks ago, 
was replaced by “Shooting Star.” 


+ 


Milan” 


Paris, May 10 

The U. S. Embassy has been ad- 
vised by the French government 
that the quota on American pix 
to be played in France during the 
second year of the current Franco- 
American film agreement wil! be 
shuffled somewhat to give indie 
distribs a better break, it is re- 
ported here. The change in allo- 
cations to Yank distribs is believed 


a result of strong protests made 
bv Eagle Lion to the first year's 
division among the companies 
New year starts July 1 

Under the division made during 
the first year, the eight majors 


obtained licenses for 110 films out 
of a total of 121 with the remain- 
ing 11 going to indies Both EL 
and Walt Disney protested over the 


division, claiming it almost com- 
pletely shut out the indies, but 
Disney later withdrew his com- 


plaint when it was ruled that his 
unit, as weil as others releasing 
through the majors, must come 
under their quota 

Understood, EL has pushed its 
case during the year with both the 
l S. and French governments 
Washington, it is said, cabled its 
embassy which took the matter up 
with the French. What the pro 
portion will be for the year begin- 
ning July 1 has not yet been dis- 
closed. 


Portuguese Legit Crisis 
Brings Radio Actor Ban; 
Poor Biz in Provinces 


Lisbon, May 3 


In order to try to stem unem- 
ployment among legit and vaude 
artists, their union has forbidden 
members under contract in legit 
and vaude shows to work for ra- 
dio, and radio artists to appear in 
person on stage in shows Idea 
is to spread available jobs as much 
as possible to offset the crisis the 
theatre is going through in Portu- 
gal 

Two legit companies which had 


gone on tour with a small gov- 
ernment subsidy are already back 


in Lisbon, owing to very bad busi- 
ness in the provinces. Rosa Ma- 
teus’ revue company, on tour in 
the provinces, will be back in Lis- 
bon before the end of May. A 
government subsidy has _ been 
granted to a revue company which 
will go to Portuguese Africa in 
June. A commission has been 
formed in order to study the re- 
organization of the Teatro Nation- 
a!, which for the last 20 vears has 
been run by Amelia Rey-Colaco 
and Robles Monteiro, who had 
lease on the theatre. 


NEW ZEALAND RADIO CO. 
INTO RECORD MAKING 


Wellington, N. Z., May 3 

Radio Corp. of New Zealand, 
radio and electronic equipment 
manufacturer, has gone into manu- 
facture and distribution of disks, 
with facilities for turning out 
400,000 records yearly. Outfit cut 
its first platter in February. In 
addition to pressing a “record of 
the month” from American and 
British masters, the company is re- 
leasing pressings from masters re- 
corded by the Australian indie or- 
ganization, Australian Record Co. 
Also scheduled are several re- 
leases of dicks vecorded here by 
Radio Corp. 

A. Marks is managing director. 





Danes Kudo ‘Vincent’ 


Copenhagen, May 7. 

“Monsieur Vincent” (UA), “Hame- 
let” (EL) and “Steady Stands the 
Danish Sailor’ were chosen by the 
Danish film critics as last year’s 
best American, European and do- 
mestic films resnectively. The 
selections were made at the critics’ 
annual film awards festival held at 
the Ambassadeur here 

The critics awarded Bodils (roval 
porcelain statuets) to Preben Phil- 
ipsen of Constentin Films for his 
importation of “Verdoux”™: to Eagle 
Lion for “Hamlet.” and to Asa 
Films for the “Danish Sailor.” 
Thesping awards went to Karin’ 
Nellemose and Johannes Mever, 
with Anne Reenberg getting a prize 
for the best photography. 
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SMPE, 


on Behalf of Film Exhibs, To 


Spearhead Theatre Video Plans’ 


The Society of Motion Picture 


Engineers is expected to propose 


to NBC the creation of a 12-city | 
pilot system of theatre television | 
as the guinea pig for the ultimate | 


tremendous expansion of large- 
screen TV into thousands of the- 
atres throughout the country. Pro-, 
posal will be made to the network 
in a matter of 90 days after the 
SMPE makes an initial study into 
speeding up theatre installations 
by reducing costs, simplifying 
equipment and establishing appro- 
priate standards. 

The group of engineers, it has 
been learned, has agreed to carry 
the ball for the Theatre Owners 
of America in pushing negotiations 
with NBC which TOA started sev- 
eral weeks back in talks between 
Gael Sullivan, TOA’s exec direc- | 
tor, and Charles R. Denny, NBC 
exec veepee. The understanding 
which makes the SMPE the spear- 
point for exhibs on theatre tele 
came out of the joint SMPE-TOA 
meet staged Thursday (5). 

Succinctly put, SMPE queries to 
NBC will be: Can such a system 
be installed in which equipment 
is leased to theatre showcases in 
12 cities? Will NBC undertake 
to do the job with ultimate expan- 
tion elsewhere if the 
works? The 12 cities to be chosen 
would be those in which the NBC 
network is already operating. In 
each city one showcase would be 
operated in the test. 

As envisaged by SMPE and TOA 
the pilot system would be super- 
vised by the engineering unit. It 
would study the operation; make 
suggested improvements to NBC; 
and advise as to whether the test 
could be expanded elsewhere or 
dropped if found unfeasible. 

TOA toppers are proposing the 
lease system for TV equipment 
because they are convinced that 
present costs are too high for out- 
right purchases by exhibs. RCA, 
parent company of NBC, has es- 
timated the costs at about $25,000 
per unit. It has disclaimed any 
present intention of leasing equip- 
ment. 

No great expansion of theatre 
tele is possible, TOA officials as- 
sert, unless RCA or some other 
big equipment manufacturer 
agrees to lease the equipment. On 
this point the theatre group notes 
that sound equipment is leased to 
exhibs. If a contrary position had 
been held by manufacturers, ex- 
pansion of talking pix would have 
been delayed many years, it is as- 
serted. 

TOA is convinced that RCA will 
come around to its way of think- 
ing. Reportedly, if the company re- 
fuses to modify its stand, theatre 
unit will approach other manu- 
facturers with its proposal. 


SIMPP Wary 











system | 





Continued from page 3 — 
lished. This is just the kind of 
thing we have been fighting else- 
where, and we don’t see the point 
of the Dept. of Justice breaking up 
theatre interests on one hand only 
to allow them to reorganize on a 
different basis on the other.” 

Doubt about the effectiveness or 
the propriety of a beef to the At- 
torney General was back of the 
long discussions on the protest. 
Since there’s no knowledge that 
Schenck’s chain will be in any 
way illegal or in any sense a mo- 
nopoly, except by conjecture, 
some SIMPPites felt that it would 
be unfair to squawk. Whether or 
not the protest is effective, the So- 
ciety is girding itself, however, 
to keep a careful eye on develop- 
ments not only in this situation, 
but on administration of the con- 
sent decrees by which RKO and 
Paramount are divorcing their 
houses and into which other com- 
panies may enter. There will be 
continual policing and a quick 
holler to the D. of J., Congress or 
the President himself if SIMPP 
feels that its interests are endan- 
gered by lack of adequate competi- 
tion among theatres. 

Among those attending the 
SIMPP sessions last week were 
Roy Disney, Sidney Deneau. James 
A. Mulvey, Harry Kosiner, William 
Levy, Arnall and SIMPP counsel 
Robert J. Rubin. Meetings was 
held at the organization's new 
offices in Radio City, N. Y., which 
were formally opened Thursday (5) 
with a cocktail party for the press 
and friends of the producers. 








No Extra Boothmen? 


All theatre television equip- 
ment merchandised in the 
future must be so designed as 
not to require additional thea- 
tre employees if the Theatre 
Owners of America has _ its 
way. Television committee of 
TOA has reached the conclu- 
sion that such video designing 
is feasible and “will insist that 
equipment be made part of the 
apparatus in the _ booth,” 
spokesman for the organiza- 
tion said this week. 

“We don’t want to be forced 
to hire extra help,” TOAer 
added. Equipment can be 
made as an integral part of 
the booth, it was said, with the 
regular projectionists handling | 
the theatre TV chores. 








$2,100,000 EL 
Film Writeofts 


Eagle Lion was forced to write 
off $2,100,000 in advances to indie 
producers during 1948 because its 
estimate of future revenues on 
these films indicated a loss, annual | 
report of Pathe Industries, EL’s 
parent company, discloses. The 
writeoff represented a big slice of 
the total $4,508.447 in advances 
outstanding to indie filmmakers at 
the close of ’48. This coin, 
port said, is recoverable only from 
the proceeds of the pix on which 
the advances were made. 

Generally optimistic statement 
by board chairman Robert W. Pur- 
cell discloses a loss of $1,440,695 
for the year against a profit of 
$210,815 in °47. Purcell explained 
the red tinge by stating that many 
favorable developments for Pathe 
and EL were offset by drastic re- 
duction on the stated value of com- 
pany’s film inventory. It was only 
in '48, he said, that the company 






re- | 
'way of a deal. 


| dispose of it. 


|eourage the company 


| tion. 


had sufficient experience in deter- | 


mining film earning potentials to 


absorb the loss of high cost pix | 


made during EL’s first 11 months 
of operations which ended July, 
1947. 

Rentals of pix hit $15,269,189 
during the year, while all other 
revenues of Pathe brought the 


overall total to $30,068,449. Against | 


this, amortization of film came to 
$4,920,660; 
ducers, $5,969,001; distribution 
costs, $3,806,653; and cost of op- 


erating film-processing lab, $5,- 
310,173. | 
On the brighter side, Purcell 


said EL’s gross jumped 65% over 
the previous year. To date, in 49, 
he added, trend has continued with 
receipts up another 20° during 
the first 12 weeks. EL is now de- 
livering product at an average cost 


50% below that of the company’s 
first 11 months of operation, he 
said. 


Pathe Laboratories income is up 
over previous years. Company also 
realized a $163,019 profit from the 
disposal of its lease in the State 
theatre, Denver. Its real estate 
holdings in the Van Sweringen 
Corp., outfit previously in receiver- 
ship, now show a profit again. 

Total current and working as- 
sets are estimated at $11,714,579, 
of which $1,200,479 is cash. Total 





EL-Young 


Continued from page 3 ——— 


| 





to carry on with EL rather than 





“Although I am neither an of- 
ficer nor director of Pathe In-| 
dustries,”’ Young said, “and there- | 
fore cannot speak for it, my in-| 


‘fluence as the largest stockholder | 
| will be to encourage the company 
| to seize what I believe to be the 
| greatest opportunity that has ex-| 
|isted in recent years for the entry | 


into the picture business of new 
and constructive influences. 
Separate Entities 


“Tt will be my purpose to en- 
to make a} 
complete separation of its distribu- 
tion organization from its produc- | 
For this reason the dual | 


position of president of Eagle 


| Lion Films and Eagle Lion studios, 
| which Mr. Krim held prior to his 
| resignation, I 
| filled by one person. 


hope, will not be! 


“The officers of Pathe believe | 


they now have in Eagle Lion dis- | 


| organizations in the business and | 
| it 


Pathe Discloses | 


is their purpose to further) 
strengthen it. 
‘Pathe soon hopes to have allied 


with it additional resources not} 
only to reopen its studio but to 
finance outside productions as 
well.” 


Coast dispatches tie Sam Briskin, 
Paramount studio exec, and Davic 
Loew into a syndicate with Small. 
However, Briskin has told VARIETY | 
that he has nothing to do with the 
deal. He added that 
mount ticket runs until August, 
1951. Loew stated he bowed out 
of dickers after one meeting. 

Moving force behind the nego- 
tiations is Semenenko to whose 
bank EL is indebted for $8,000,- 
000. Latter, however, has no as- 
surances from Young as to what 
the railroader will go for in the 
Young’s interest 
in EL is estimated at $4,700,000. 

Semenenko, it is believed, would 
like an outright sale in which the 
purchaser would assume the debt 
to his bank. Purchaser would un- 
doubtedly also be expected to pro- 
duce fresh capital for the company. 


FCC Won't Nix 


Continued from page 5 























not normally sponsored, and NBC’s 
regular tele programs, either bank- 
rolled by advertisers or carried on 
a sustaining basis. Predictions 
that the latter category of shows 
might become fare for theatre TV 
were made several months ago by 
tele consultant Rolph B. Austrian, 


but Denny is the first network of- | 


ficial to make that suggestion. He 


participation of pro-| emphasized that theatres carrying 


such programs would .have to carry 
the commercial plugs also and 
would be forced to get the spon- 
sor’s consent. 

As for sports events carried by 
NBC-TV, Denny said the web 


' would be prepared to license them 


current liabilities come to $5,026,- 


086. 











Top Russ Brass 
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ness and 


ing the prints, if Russ permfssion | 


is forthcoming, will likely be Louis 
Kanturek, the organization’s rep 
in eastern Europe. He speaks a 
variety of Slavic tongues and is fa- 
miliar to film officials in the vari- 
ous Soviet orbit countries. 

A number of the pix in the list 
forwarded by the Russians last 
week to MPAA prexy Eric John- 
son. who negotiated the agreement 
in Moscow last fall. have already 
been viewed by Embassy officials 
in the Scandinavian countries, 
Paris and Rome. Apparently, how- 
ever, top Soviet officials would 
rather have a look-see for them- 
selves. 


jwith Parent-Teacher 


for theatre showings if NBC owns 
or controls all rights. Where such 
events are carried by more than 
one broadcaster, NBC could not 
clear them alone and, if they are 
sponsored, the theatres again 
would have to carry the commer- 
cial plugs and get the advertiser’s 
consent. He said the web, “in ap- 
propriate cases,” would attempt to 
negotiate the clearing of necessary 
rights, with the theatres to pay any 
added costs for the acquisition of 
the rights. 


Exhibs’ Gamut 
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Te ne 
reminded his 
how they worried when customers 


stayed at home to hear Amos & 
Andy on radio, then a new form of 
entertainment. 


Kroger Babb, prez of Hallmark 
Productions, warned, however, that 
television is here and then added, 
“but there never will be a tele- 
vision program that compares in 
production, musie and direction 
with the picture you have on the 
screen in vour theatre.” - Babb 
called for better showmanship and, 
at the same time. lambasted “over- 
exploitation of star dust” since 
some of the best pictures have no 
Marquee names. 

William L. Ainsworth, National 
Allied prez, explained how he in- 
creased Saturday matinee profits 
by a planned cooperative campaign 
associations, , 


his Para-| 


listeners 


Showmen on TV Vs. Pix B.O. 


Divergence of opinion among top film execs on what effect tele. 
vision may have on the picture business was pointed up in the 
bulletin this week of the Allied Theatre Owners of Indiana. Or. 
ganization lists the following viewpoints under the label “One of 


These Men Is Right”: 


“Television will not kill the film industry as long as people con- 
tinue to get better entertainment in the theatre than they do at 
home. Also, no matter what the improvement in television, most 
people will still want to go out for a good time.”—Nicholas mM, 


Schenck. 


‘‘Maybe these guys actually believe that nonsense that television 


will have no effect on the boxoffice. 


I don’t. I think that given 


enough of a head start, television will kick the living blazes out of 


movies.’—Gradwell L. Sears. 
“Television today is no threat 


to motion pictures. “Who is going 


to pay the bill to-show big motion pictures in the home?”—Louis B, 


Maver. 


“The result of television will be a great increase in theatre pa- 


tronage.’”—Spyros Skouras. 


“Every television owner becomes just as much a boxoffice pros. 
pect inside his home as outside it.”—Samuel Goldwyn. 
“Anyone who thinks that TV won’t hurt films at the boxoffice is 


dreaming.”-—Joseph H. Hazen. 
“In my opinion, television will 


not hurt the theatre business. It 


might make the public more movie-conscious and persuade them to 
visit the theatre more often.”—Bernard Giannini, vice-president, 


Bank of America. 


To these opinions might he added that of Barney Balaban in 


: ; : “p43... |  Paramount’s annual report this 
| tr io most effective | ‘ 
| tribution one of the most effective to be our companion rather than our antagonist. 


week: “Television may turn out 


Just as radio 


developed our greatest personalities, such as Bing Crosby and Bob 
Hope, I believe that television will be an unparalleled medium for 


the development of talent for motion pictures. 


It will also be an 


unprecedented advertising facility for the showing of short sections 


of movies in homes to stimulate 
now patrons of the movies.” 


the interest of those who are not 








News for Armed Forces 


Washington, May 10. 

Curtis Mitchell is back as top 
| man in charge of the news divi- 
sion of the national military forces. 
This means he is directing the four 
divisions — press, pictures, radio 
and magazines for the Army, Navy 
and Air Force. 
| Mitchell’s two aides will be Lt. 
Col. Clark Newlon, as military 
deputy, and John Adams, former 
White House radio man, as civilian 
| deputy. Mitchell, a colonel in the 
Army during the war, when he 
handled public relations here, is 
back in service as a civilian. In 
; ketween his two stretches with the 
Armed Forces, he was_ publicity 
and advertising director at Para- 
mount. 

In charge of the pictorial divi- 
sion, which will include both still 
, and motion pictures, is Joseph Yo- 


vin, oldtime showman with experi-| 


| ence in both 
| houses. 

His chief deputy is Jack Kenny, 
| former chief of the Army Pictorial 
| Service. Under Yovin, Lt. Comm. 


legit and picture 


| Righard Wynn, Naval officer, will |! 


, be in charge of newsreels, and 
Donald E. Baruch will head the 
' motion picture section. 


| UA Moving 
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the ECA appropriation. Deter- | 


mined effort is now being made, 
'however, to increase this fund to 
‘permit some profit. In anticipa- 
tion of this and of eventual normal 
operation, MPEA companies re- 
cently voted to continue the co-op 


in 1950 only as a service organiza- | 


tion and for each company to go 
on its own completely in 1951. 

In Italy, UA has had no distri- 
bution for the past 18 months, al- 
though some of its producers have 
sold their product independently 
there. Caramelli, who operates 


_Artisti Associati (Unit-d Artists), | 
had held the UA franchise in Italy | 


‘until the company’s producers 
‘turned down the deal he offered 
in late 1947. The one which they 
have now agreed to accept and 
which Kelly will sign is under- 
stood to be less favorable than the 
| original, 

Caramelli’s 1947 offer was an 
$8,000 guarantee in dollars for 
each “A” pic and $4,000 for each 
“B,” against 65° of rentals. UA 
and its producers had to arrange 
their own conversion into dollars 
of anything above the guarantees. 
Producers objected to Caramelli’s 
right to classify their pix as to 
quality, which was why the deal 
was nixed. 

Under the new arrangement he 
retains the same right and will set 
up a new company, Atlantis Films, 
to handle the “B” product. Guar- 
anties are being given only on cer- 
tain pix and the distribution fee is 
40°) instead of the 35° that was 
originally offered. Caramelli will, 
however, convert the proceeds into 
dollars for a 10% premium. Other 
companies have been getting most 
rs their lire out for about the same 
ee, 


Curtis Mitchell Heads T()A Ticte 433 


Pix Sold to TV 


| 
| Theatre Owners of America has 
| taken a crack at the sale of feature 
films to television in a bulletin to 
j aul its members which lists 433 pix 
| currently being peddled to video 
stations. Accompanying the list is 
a warning that the practice “would 
cripple the theatres and diminish 
the power of the theatres of the 
country to continue to. support the 
fine productions that the theatre 
industry has made possible.” 

In its opening gun against the 
release of pix to tele, TOA makes 
no direct appeal for reprisals 
against producers selling their 
product to TV but the implications 
are clear. Resolutions of the 
group’s TV committee are cited, in- 
cluding the statement that mem- 
bers will be periodically advised of 
such tele releases so that they 
“may correctly assay the damage 
| that may be accruing to their in- 
vestments by such unfair practices, 
and may take such action as it is 
legally permissible to protect their 
business.” 

TOA will henceforth war on the 
practice by keeping tabs on further 
releases and mailing lists to region- 
al organizations for publication. 
First bulletin, compiling the fea- 
tures to date; went to every exhib 
in the national organization. Itemi- 
zation includes the name of the 
film, cast, distributor and date of 
original release to theatres. 

Under the signature of Gael Sul- 
livan, exec director, bulletin notes 
that it includes pix “originally re- 
leased by M-G-M, RKO, Warner 
Bros., Paramount and other major 
companies.” It then adds: ‘Most 
of these pictures were made by 
outside producers and_ released 
through the company listed; the 
rights have reverted to the pro- 
ducer, and the producer not the 
distributor, has released the pic 
ture to television.” 

Incorporated in the bulletin is a 
reprise, on the recommendation 
that producers experiment with 
trailers made specially to push the- 
/atre attendance via television. The 
| attack against sale of pix to video, 
‘it also states, “is not made to re- 
| press or hamper a new art.” Rath- 
er, it is the feeling that the “giving 
away of the industry product on 
television is economically indefens!- 
ble from the point of view of the 
theatres.” 


| Sues on ‘N. Y.’ Pic Tag 
' United Artists and Screen Plays, 
Inc. were slapped with a suit in 
N. Y. federal court yesterday 
(Tues.) by North Callahan who 
claims that since 1939 he has writ- 
‘ten a column tagged, “So This IS 
New York,” and is entitled to eX- 
clusive use to the title. ae? 
Callahan’s action asks an injunc- 
tion to halt distribution of the 
Screen Plays-produced “So This Is 
New York” which UA is releasing. 
He also seeks an accounting of the 
profits as well as a declaratory 
judgment stating that he owns the 
j title. 


| 
| 
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“What's wrong with the 
picture business?” Take 
a look at this— 





At the Roxy Theatre in 





New York last week a 
20th Century-Fox picture, 
_.| “Mr. Belvedere Goes To 
- | College,” set an all-time 
record for that theatre. 





The above proves the 
business is there IF you 
have the product to at- 


: tract it— Dp 




















IT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING 


THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 
FROM BASHFUL BEND 


MR. BELVEDERE GOES 10 COLLEGE 
CANADIAN PACIFIC - THE FAN 
MOTHER IS A FRESHMAN 
THE FORBIDDEN STREET 
THE SNAKE PIT - YELLOW SKY 
A LETTER TO THREE WIVES 

DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPS 
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[MORSE SUCCEEDS EGLI | 

Pa. Exhibs Hear Samuelson Rap 20th ~ ASPAR CASTING HEAD 20th Policy Statement 


Clearance Plan as Forced Bidding’ =: sre'sscetis ie’: 


Eddie Morse succeeds Joe Egli 
'Latter got notice last week after 
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and honest representation of product so as to avoid unnecessary bickering 
on the terms of each picture. As a result of his full responsibility to the 
situation, the 20th Century-Fox representative will offer the exhibitor stil] 


Paramount casting director. 





Philadelphia, May 10. * 





Indie exhibitors heard 20th-Fox’s 
much-touted clearance, zoning and 
bidding plan bitterly assailed at a 
meeting yesterday (9) in the Va- 


Borrow O’Hara From 
20th for U-I ‘Bagdad’ 


21 years in the casting department. 
Morse, ‘in department for last 12 
years, handled bit casting. 


Willis m Greenwald, also in cast- | 














higher forms of service, such as exploitation ideas, special promotion 
angles and material and the latest merchandising concepts. 


al 


This wil] 


represent additional direct assistance in attracting the greatest potentia] 


audience to the theatre. 


| Upon receipt of a print, the Division Head, Branch Manager and Sales. 


y me %§ ‘se’ , 
riety Club called by Allied Inde- Mauree eee tee ee A Pes ais ancient _|men will screen it, discuss its value and the conclusion they arrive at 
pendent Theaite Owners o = row ok Gant 20th. fou tee yore ™ og cages the general policy under which that picture will be distributed 
ern Pennsylvania. : ; : as in that territory. 

Sidney Samuelson, general man- role in U-I’s : Technicolor, Bag- akrollers | Under the present conditions of buying and selling, our sales representa. 
ager of Allied, called the 20th plan dad, with Paul Christian and nf ail |} tives must be able to make quick, binding decisions because the exhibitor 
a thinly disguised scheme for “en- Vincent Price. Yvonne de Carlo, fi. Continued from page 3 ote needs to know as far in advance as possible the pictures he will play, since 
forced bidding.” In an attempt to originally cast in the part, goes a his backlog of product is so limited. rherefore, we have given our sales- 
forestali the inauguration of the into “Mademoiselle MeCoy and the’ and profit in regular commercial _— the widest latitude SO that wi, will not have to refer their deals to 
plan, Samuelson wired Andy Pirate,” also Technicolor. channels, Hersh declared. — — ceca = here we have given responsibility, we 
Smith, Jr., 20th v.p. in charge of Robert Arthur is producing both. Hersh admitted that Ideal for) "@Vve aso Siven ausnority. Methods of Sale 
sales, asking him to hold up the Charles Lamont directs “Bagdad,” five or six years after. it got into — : 7 a : alia iain — "a 
project for three months. Smith Frederick de Cordova ‘“Made- film financing in 1990 made a good my - Dsesge snag Ss appronc: an to he Fi JS hac —- UV “ precepts, 

1- deal of coin out of it. Investments ‘4 here can be no arbitrary method of doing business. We seek to do 


turned down the request, Samue 
son said, with the statement “such 
a move would torpedo the whole 


plan.” 
The Allied meeting was attend 


moiselle.” 











Bankers Cautious 











mostly, however, were in low-budg- 
et product in ,the early years 
while later on the war boom made 
virtually any pie a profitmaker. As 
soon as the going got tough via 


business in the way the customer prefers, consistent with a fair and square 


deal. 


(b) Since pictures are not sold on a basis of cost but on their ability 


to earn, each film investment represents a major risk to the producer. 


Therefore, every 


opportunity must be given a good picture to earn its 


full potential for both the exhibitor and the distributor. 


it 


ed by more than 40 exhibs, a num- L Our survey reveals that where is practicable and desirable to do 
ber of whom were non-members Lo Continued from page 3 Goel a combination of falling domestic | business on a percentage basis, the one method of sale that stands out 
and had been present at the meet- P tter of fact. than | 8TOsses. reduction of foreign in-| beyond all others as the fairest, most efficient, most progressive and most 
ing several weeks ago, when 20th —mMore, as a matter oO ’ come and high production costs, mutually beneficial is the sliding scale, which was originally conceived and 


set up the Philadelphia zoning and 


many indies want to give. 
The banks are anxious to know 


however, Hersh stated, 


the basic: 


introduced by A] Lichtman. 
1. The Sliding Scale. 


This is the incentive method. 


There is incen- 


clearance plan. There were no ;, | Weaknesses of film financing start-| As Meta : 

20th representatives present nor what the future holds at RKO, UA ed to assert themselves. Among| tive to promote the picture. There is incentive to book it at the best 

were there anv dissenting voices and EL before taking the lid off these are lack of collateral. lapse | playing time. Under the Sliding Scale every picture finds it proper 

raised against the Allied attack. . their coffers. Of the three sad between the time money is ad-| © ict ine seek tee teetie ofl Begg Wag araasine 
“Vicious candy-covered poison, mgr —* * en “Soward vanced and release, and the intan-| ducer to continue in his efforts to make ever finer, stronger, boxolTice 

Samuelson called the project. lavorably, Dut owner nye gible of audience acceptance, plus films. 

“They mean to have the indies Hughes’ lack of a definite policy—- the frequency wtih which budgets | 2. Flat Rentals. Many exhibitors throughout the nation, particu. 

running interference for 20th- at least one they can find out about are exceeded by producers. | larly those in small towns and late subsequent runs, prefer to buy 

Fox, just as 20th is evidently run have aroused the natural cau- While Ideal was interested in a| their pictures flat rental. That is how we shall sell them. We have 

ning interference for the rest of tions of the financial men. great many pix, with the early | devised a system of designating flat rentals for the small exhibitor, 


the majors.” As a possible solu- 
tion, the Allied manager suggested 


At UA and EL it is prospective 
changes of ownership, management 


profits offsetting many of the lat-| 


ter-day losses, Heller outfit didn't 


in operation in his theatre. 


who is least able to carry the big load imposed by these times 
method will function for him just as fairly as if the sliding scale were 


This 


ii) _ . . ~ 4 « : 
the subseauent runs should show or both that have the bankers neering Snag ae ; 
Anal vat, ; : oer : : 5 until the gravy train was | . ‘ . , 
their individual disapproval by in- sitting on their moneybags. They aes Se chk Aa ck i et - Modernized Distribution Techniques 
dividually not buying.” L have a natural fear of the dark gyanced only high-budgeters, num- | We have resolved to initiate the following steps to modernize some of 
Samuelson pointed out that Fox that has them cautious about bering about 20, and had no big our distribution techniques; this will aid the exhibitor in his efforts to win 
< my c « 


back and retain the large audience which is not presently attending the 


zones and clearances tages fat putting up coin for a picture to be previous film profit cushion to fall motion victure theatres 

‘ -vy. He warned the exhibs ;eleas rhe rear or more : : ry : oy 8 fe ey as tg , eee 
ney ag pe sembealis “rain” age — : la Fi non back on, so its experience in the; Clearance and Multiple Runs. This is a time of fast communications. It 
that the plan . rom now by a company : field was completely unhappy. has become increasingly necessary that pictures be brought to the publie 


not only the indie exhib, but will 


ownership, management or policies 


Foreclosure Proceedings 


while interest is at its very height. 


A major point in our policy is to reduce 


strip their organizations of all they may not approve of. clearances, where necessary. This will shorten the dead time and enable 
unanimity. Costs T High Foreclosure proceedings are £0- the public to see our pictures most conveniently when and where they 
; : - Sosts Too Hig ‘ ; ‘ “ ‘ a . 

At the meeting it was divulged This distribution situation is one | 22 °" .'" New York currently in| want to see them, at the time they most want to see them as a result of 
that the first 20th-Fox film to be us distribuuion situa ‘ “Walk in the Sun.” When Bron- the impact of advertising, promotion, reviews and word of mouth. We 


tried under the plan (“Mr. Belve- 
dere Goes to College”) will go into 
the first-run nabes for a minimum 
of a week’s run starting May 26. 
The 18 theatres to bid successfully 
in 17 city and one suburban zone 


of the reasons the bankers are ask- 
ing for 100° guarantees of their 
money and other precautions. An- 
other is a feeling that costs are still 
too high. Belief among the bank- 
ers is that budgets can and will be 
still further reduced. They'd 


ston came to Hersh and Heller with 
the deal originally, he had a com- 
mitment from a_ bank for first 
money, and the two finance outfits 
were to advance secondary funds. 
Bank withdrew, however, and Ideal 


shall also attempt to create multiple first and subsequent runs in large 
cities, where it can be arranged for the mutual benefit of all interests 


involved. 


Clearances and Multiple Runs must remain elastic. 


The form 


will vary with each locality and will require careful examination bv us. 


together with our exhibitor clients. 


However, regardless of form, we are 


convinced that this offers one of the most positive, and really simplest 
Ways of increasing the income of the exhibitor and the distributor. 


were: Broadway, Benson, Girard, oo it hi sod and Heller assumed the. entire Saturation Releases. In line with the necessity for attracting the great- 
Carman, Logan, Ogontz, Erlen, rather Just sit out this period. loan. which eventually amounted St number of people to the theatre, we have found through experimenta- 
Fern Rock, Keswick, Bandbox, Weakness of the market for to $970.000. Following them were "en that the regional, day-and-date distribution of motion pictures is most 
Jeffries, Tower, Nixon, Roosevelt, medium-grade pix provides still spout $300.000 in deferments by styrene for certain types of films which lend themselves to this purpose, 
Mayfair, Oxford, Iris and Subur- another factor inviting caution. | yijectone. the studio, etc., plus py permitting a concentration of our mutual efforts in advertising and 

: ! ; f ’ exploitation in a given territory, this method yields the greatest returns 


Only real quality product is show- 


ban. é t . ~~ | some cash advances, bringing the from our combined merchandising. 

Interest centered Rising Zone 5, ing appreciable earning power, entire negative cost to about $1.- Premieres. We advocate premieres whenever the occasion justifies them 
where the Park (indie) and Fair- with the result that the so-so pix 250,000. This exceeded the origi- to stimulate public interest in motion pictures. We find the time and 
mount (Warners) failed to bid on are ofttimes falling very flat on nal budget by more than $400,000. €flort expended on premieres help the exhibitor of the particular area 
“Belvedere.” The inside story is their faces. The bankers feel that Pic has got back about $1.500.- where these events are staged. The customary presence of stars at the 
that Warners’ counsel, in setting this situation leaves them insuf- | 000 in domestic rentals and nothing | °° ent is not only a stimulant to the revenue of the immediate picture, but 


up the chain’s attitude to the 20th 
plan, advised Warners not to bid 
against any indie where the indie 
had previously used Fox product 
exclusively. 

In the case where an indie had 
a split. or didn’t play 20th product, 
the Warner house was advised to 
bid. The Park theatre, which fell 
into the former category, failed to 
bid on “Belvedere,” and Warners 
Fairmount, on advice of counsel, 
didn’t even try to bid. Fox execs 
didn't attempt to hide their peeve 
over the situation. 

Indie interest was further weak- 
ened in the 20th plan by the an- 
nouncement that the  subkeys. 
which would get the pic 36 to 49 
days after the end of the first-run 
would also be determined by bid- 
ding. Announcement was also 
made that subsequent Fox product 
to come under the clearance plan 
included “Canadian Pacific,” 
“Mother Is a Freshman” and ‘“‘The 
Fan.” 


BIG NAME TURNOUTS 
FOR BOND PREMIERES 


Film industry ballying of the U.S 
Treasury's savings bond drive will 
include special preems for a num- 
ber of new pix and three troupes 
of Hollywood stars. The star con- 
tingents will headline the drive in 
the hinterlands, with its first ap- 
pearance slated for Washington on 
Friday (13). 

Members of the DC group wil! 





ficient margin for error, since it is 
obvious that every pic they back 
can't be a topper in quality. 

An one financial expert ex- 
pressed ‘it this week: ‘“‘We used to 
figure if we put up 50°, or oc- 
casionally 60%, of the budget we 
just couldn't lose. 
film would bring that much back, 
even if it were a flop, provided the 
budget was fair and not heavily 
watered. That was the situation 
before the war and up to couple 
years ago. It’s not true any more. 
We've found that it is very possi- 
ble for a film to fail to get back 
50° of its cost. So we'll just wait 
and see what happens before we 
make any more loans.” 

Only banks listening to indie of- 
fers now are Bank of America in 
Los Angeles, and Bankers Trust, 
and Chemical in New York. A few 
other New York institutions may 


come in on special deals occasion- | 


ally. Bank of America has been 
asking the 100% guarantee, while 
Bankers and Chemical are willing 
to look at each deal individually 
and decide from that what their 
terms shall be. 











peat 


Reade-RKO 


Continued from page 3 











which double-features 
shown. 

Slackening at the boxoffice since 
Faster week combined with video's 
inroads to cause the axing of reels 
in a number of spots, it is said. 
With business off some 20% from 


are now 


Practically any | 


from overseas. Fox's distribution 
fee, plus prints, advertising and 
‘other costs took about half the in- 
come, which makes it appear that 
Hersh and Heller will take it on 


the chin for about $200,000 when | 


the final count is in. 
Foreclosure proceedings —the 
first on any pix in recent years. 


| incidentally—were started on the | 


Coast some time ago against “Bed- 
‘side Manner’ and “Bachelor’s 
, Daughter.” Hersh and Heller will 
| come out about even on ‘‘Manner.” 


With a budget of $1,000,000, they | 
put up $300,000 and got back $100.- | 


,000 of that. which constiuted a 
completion guarantee that was not 
used. , 

“Daughter” will nick the finance 
‘firms for about $200,000 of the 
| $280.000 they put into it. Budget 
was around $1,000,000. 


Two Sign Quitclaims 

With “Paris Underground” and 
“Delightfully Dangerous” obvious- 
ly never going to show any profits 
|for their makers, producers Ben- 
nett and Rogers, respectively, 
signed quitclaims turning all rights 
over to Hersh and Heller. This 
obviated 
Fnancing outfits say they will lose 
$300.000 of the $370,000 they put 
into “Uriderground” and more than 
$100.000 of the $150.000 invested 
in “Dangerous.” Both pix were 
budgeted at about $1.000.000. and 
the banks which advanced first 
money came out okay. 

Hersh and his brother. Sam. 
have now turned to 16m and video 
production as more profitable. 


foreclosure proceedings. | 


is also the most positive means of industry public relations. 


The bringing 


ot Hollywood personalities into the communities of America establishes 
, tremendous, lasting good will for the exhibitor in his own locality. 


| Children’s Matinees. 


We should do our utmost to help the theatres 


create children’s matinees with suitable programs designed to increase our 


permanent motion picture audience, 


They are our customers of tomorrow. 


Quality Pictures for Preferred Playing Time in Small Theatres. In small 
| towns throughout the country. many theatres do the major portion of their 


business on weekends, since their patrons are usually farmers or workers 


who have little leisure time in the middle of the week 


tions, the exhibitors 
middle of the week 


. In many situa- 


have a practice of booking their best pictures in the 
when the fewest number of people are able to come 


to see them. Our records indicate that this unnecessarily restricts the size 
of the week's gross and the profits of the theatre and the distributor. 


| We want to give 
| on the weeke 
| We are con 


the exhibitor and distributor alike 


precisely what it says and every member 


its principles. 


This great industry of ours 


was brought from humble 


such exhibitors every incentive to play the best picture 
nd regardless of whether it is percentage or flat rental. 
fident that if he once tries this, he will win many new and 
Satisfied patrons and will increase his general attendance. , 

This is the 20th Century-Fox Sales Policy which we believe will benefit 


Every section, every word means 
of our organization is pledged to 


beginnings 


through the great faith and devotion of those pioneers who could see in 


an infant medium 
the entire world. 

| showmanship, 
| bravest hope. 
,the greatest medium 


| 


the power to entertain and influence the thinking of 
Because of their faith, their enthusiasm, their visionary 
motion pictures have fulfilled and even exceeded their 
I am confident that the motion picture will continue to be 
of entertainment. 
unity and harmony, march forward. 


So let us close our ranks, and in 
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Korda Distrib On Own 








no widescale distribution, for which 
it isn’t set up. but may arrange en- 
gagements in a group of key city 
houses to tee the films off. It is 
believed that by this method Kor- 
da and Helprin hope to establish 
the worth of the pix and then close 
a more favorable deal than is now 
possible with a major or indie dis- 
trib to handle them in the rest of 
their engagements. 


Continued from page 4 


category, which Korda showed to 
a number of distribs while he was 
here, is ‘““The Case of Lady Brooke.” 
starring Myrna Loy. This wi!! be 
handled by a major distrib, but 
also. probably on a_ percentage 
rather than the outright sale basis 
on which Korda was originally in- 
sisting. 


Producer turned to the flat sales 


oo York, Philadciphis ana Bos, Last Near at the present moment. Sam. on the Coast. is supervising “Winslow” was optioned to Jo- Policy about a year ago, following 
Gah ext week. Ansiaer troune pressure for economies increased the making of a series of family- seph Curtis. son of Columbia vee-,# falling-out with 20th-Fox. Lat- 
genes the widwest drive Buna und the reels became the first vic- type three-reelers which are show- pee Jack Cobn. for a time, but he t¢t was distributing all his product 
(15) in Kansas City. and y trad > ; . ing a good income on the narrow- failed to come up with a deal at ™ this country on a percentage 
through in Detroit. Dallas. Cleve- - Several of the reels are moving gauge circuits. They cost about the £125,000 price that Korda had basis. Korda felt, however, after 
land and Atlanta. Among those phy oe on-the-spot news cover- $25,000 each. according to Hersh. set. Korda and Helprin also have the first two pix failed to show 
participating are George Jessel in 3 a atten bgt ge my erga About 15 have now been complet-| been unable to find a buyer at that ¢XPected strength, that he’d be bet- 
Estey Parks, Betty Garrett Lisa. a pt to stave off the on- ed. When the number reaches 26, figure, and. since they believe it *? Off with the flat deals than by 


beth Scott, Jean Hersholt. Dennis 
Morgan, Alexis Smith, Craig Stev- 
ens, Paul Lukas, Wayne Morris 
Cesar Romero and Dan Dailey. Jes- 
_sel will emcee at K.C, 


slaught of video. Paramount. for 
one. is using an entire reel on one 
subject with increasing frequency. 
and is expected ultimately to turn 
out regular newsreel issues on that 
basis. 


they will be offered to video. In- 
come from that source. however 
is figured as gravy. Hersh declared. 
since the shorts are expected to 
more than break even on. school. 


church and home bookings. j 


is worth nothing less than that. 
they are considering the distribu- 
tion on their own, followed by ac- 
ceptance of a percentage partici- 
pation deal with a distrib 
Another film, not in the art house 


putting himself “at the mercy” of 
an American company. Now. how- 
ever. he has come to the conclusion 
that he can get more revenue by 
handing his product over for dis- 
tribution on a percentage bas's. 
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— Apicture 
UNITED ARTISTS 


announces with pride 


that dares 


to take The Premiere Engagement 


ee Jomorro 
a stand un ad 


sane iatinihs of 


a new Stanley Kramer production. 


Screen Plays Corp. 


presents 


a 


at the 


VICTORIA THEATRE 


(New York’s home of distinguished motion pictures) 


SCREEN PLAYS CORP oresen 


“HOME i THE BRAVE... DOUGLAS DICK « FRANK LOVEJOY + JAMES EDWARDS + STEVE BROOKE - ae COREY - LLOYD BRIOGES 


PRODUCED BY STANLEY KRAMER - Based on an onginal play by ARTHUR LAURENTS + Screenplay by CARL FOREMAN 
: Directed by MARK ROBSON + Musica! Score by DIMITRI TIOMKIN 
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Rell. Thander. Roll 
sets several traps for the bandits 
and finally nabs them. 

Although the Ryder part de- 
mands no thesping genius, Bannon 
does a clean cut job as the fearless 
cowpuncher. Don Kay Reynolds, as 
a fast-riding Indian youngster, Is 
given some sharp lines which will 
garner laughs, and his role as Ry- 
der’s junior detective should give 
juves vicarious participation in the 


wild-and-woolly adventures. The 
kids should also find antics of [.m- 
mett Lynn, as an oldtime = scout 


who continually bungles his assign- 
ments, a source of humor 
Deep-dyed villainies are provided 


co ipetently by Glenn Strange, as 
a2 saloon owner, and Lee Morgan, 
as the town barber. A scene with 


Ryder being shaved by the crooked 
barber offers some rea! melodra- 
matics. I. Stanford Jolley adds 
boih menace and comedy the 
Niex character. Femme roles are 
subordinate but interesting. 

Story moves quickly and staging 
of fight sequences is good. Color 
adds impact to outdoor locales and 
the red hair and costuming of 
Ryder point up his bold character- 
ization. Bril. 


as 


Outlaw Country 





Screen Guild release of Ron Ormond 
production. Stars Lash La Rue, Fuzzy St 
John: features Dan White, House Peters 
Ji Nancy Saunders. Directed by Ray 
Taylor. Original story, Ormond Ira 
Webb camera, Ernest \tilles ediiol 
Huch Winn; music, Walter Greene At 
New York theatre, N. Y., week May 38, °49 
Running time, 72 MENS, 

Lash La Rue ) 

‘The Frontier Phantom) Lash La Rue 
Fuzzy Q. Jones.. Fuzzy St. John 
Jim MeCord Dan White 
Col’ Saunders. . Hiouse Peters, Jr 
Turk > Steve Dunhill 
Buck er Lee Roberts 
Frank Evans... Ted Adams 
Jane Evans Nancy Saunders 
Marshall Clark John Merton 
Jefe Thomas ...1 00 Dee Cooper 
Senor Cardova Jaek O'Shea 


Sandy Sanders 
job Duncun 


Fizhting Deputy oe 
Fighting Deputy 

One of the better Lash La Rue 
oaters, “Outlaw Country” has suf- 
ficient lead-slinging and hand-to- 
hand melees to satisfy most action 
addicts. Although fabricated from 
f#@iiniliar plot material, the picture 
gencrally maintains a swift pace 
from start to finish and appears 
we '| suited for its intended market. 

“arn has La Rue handling a dual 
ro c—that of twin brothers. One is 
i’ederal marshal on the prowl for 
a ring of counterteciters while the 
other is a notorious outlaw who's 
involved with the bogus currency 
gang. After a face-to-face encoun- 
ter with his kin, the black sheep 
gets a change of heart and joins 
the marshal to corral the thieves 
in their hideout. 

\laster of the bull whip, La Rue 
us .s the black snake to advantage 
in upholding the law. As the con- 


a 


verted renegade, he handles that 
siint in okay fashion. Fuzzy St. 


John contribs the comedy touches 
without carrying the slapstick too 
tiv. Dan White isa standard heavy 
as the outlaws’ leader. Nancy 
Suunders is adequate in the lone 
femme chore. Supporting plavers 
ai competent. 

smartiyv directed by Ray Taylor, 





th. film was produced by Ron Or- 
mond who wrung maximum pro- 
duction values out of a modest 
budget. Producer also co-authored 
the sereenplay with Ira Webb. 
Camerawork of Ernest Miller is 
Zood., Gilb. 
Arctic Fury 
Hollywood, May 6. 
Independent release of Boris Veiroff 
«Pivsmouth) production. Directed by Fred 
R. Feitshans. Jr... and Norman Dawn; 
siory, Norman Dawn; adaptation, Charles 
¥. Roval; dialog, Robert Libbot. Frank 
Bert, Norman S. Parker: camera, Norman 
}.wn, Jacob Hull, Edward Kull, William 
«. Thompson: editor, Feitshans, Jr. At 


Fu Ritz, L. A.. May 4, 49. Running time. 
Gt VINS, 

}D:. Thomas Barlow . Del Cambre 
h Barlow : Eve Miller 
Fonily Barlow... Gloria Petroff 
le | A ere Don Riss 
er pper Merril McCormick 
Uncle Jim....... Fred Smith 


“Aretic Fury” is okay padding 
for double bills in the smaller situ- 
aiions and will get by in lesser ex- 
pioitation bookings. Independently 
mide by Boris Petroff, it is a film 
account based on the adventures 
encountered by Dr. Thomas Bar- 
low, flying medico of the Arctic 
Circle, when he was the victim 
oi 2 plane crash. 

Picture develops interest despite 
the awkward, amateurish quality to 
its production. As a saga of real- 
lite adventure, complete with all 
the threats of the wilderness. it 
could have stood some polishing 
without losing realism. It was 
fi' ned in the far north under the 
direction of Fred R. Feitshans, Jr.. 
aid Norman Dawn, with the latter, 
plus three ether cameramen lens- 
ing the trek across glaciers. 
marshes and forests of the revion. 

Story picks up where Dr. Barlow 
agrees to fly to a plague-ridden 











native village. En route his plane 
crases in the sea, he escapes polar 
bears and takes off across the coun- 
try for the village. ion: 
he has two bear cubs and it is 
these four-footed clowns who do 
the most to hold the interest to- 
gether. Arctic wild life, such as 
musk oxen, snowshoe rabbits, seals, 
wild dogs, lend authenticity to the 


travel log before the doctor is 
rescued at the end of his long 
trek. 


Human actors in the drama give 
wooden performances, topped by 
Del Cambre’s impersonation of the 


doctor. Don Riss handles the nar- 
ration that backgrounds the far 
north footage, but dialog is ordi- 
nary, though adequate. Brog. 


Life in Bloom 


(Color) 
(RUSSIAN) 

Artkino release of Mostilm ‘Alexander 
Do.vzhenko) producticn. Stars Grigori 
Belov: features Alexandra Vassilieva, 
Pavel Shamin. Feodor Grigoriev Directed 
bv Y. Solntseva. Screenplay, Dovzhenko; 
camera CUMegicolor), hb. Kosmatov; music, 
Omitri Shestekovich; English titles, Nich- 


olas Napoli. At Stanley, N. Y., week May 
7. Running time, 82 MINS. 
Michurin 


Michurin’s Wife 


Grigori Belov 
Alexandra Vassilieva 
Pavel Shamin 


Terenti ; 
Kartashov Feodor Grigoriey 
Riabov Victor Kokriakoy 
Khrenov Mikhail Zharov 
Kalinin Viadimir Soloviey 
Cranslator Yuri Liabimoy 
Mr. Maver Viadimir lsayey 
Vir Byrd Sergei Tsenin 


In Russian; English Titles) 

Pic biog of the Russe Luther 
Burbank, Ivan Michurin, may ap- 
peal in Russian-language and _ art 
houses. Fact that it is in striking 
color, has musie by Shostakovich, 
and deals with the current hered- 
ity - vs.-environment controversy, 
may bring a few additional book- 
ings. 

Yarn. which is short on plot and 
long on gab, traces the life of the 
hardworking gardener who devel- 
of 


oped some 300 new varieties 

plants. Conflict arises from hos- 
tility his ideas meet from Czarist 
authorities. He plugs away, how- 
ever, to prove his point that ac- 
quired characteristics can be in- 
herited and that scientists should 


hurry up evolution by cross-breed- 
ing experiments. Climax comes 
after the Revolution, when the Bol- 
sheviks recognize the food-value of 
his work and give him a subsidy. 
Despite the theorizing, Belov 
makes Michurin believable, some- 
times absent-minded and crotchety, 
sometimes: witty and charming. 
Role of his long-time opponent, 
Prot. Kartashov, is capably handled 
by Feodor Grigoriev. 

Film has draggy sequences, when 
the camera lingers on clouds, trees 
and other scenic beauties. But 
lensing is slick and color is on a 
par with U. S. films’, except in 
some indoor shots where lighting 
is off. Shostakovich’s score is un- 
obstrusive, and particularly effec- 
tive in a segment when Michurin 
is tormented by his wife's death. 
Pic holds interest, but the Russians 
have turned out more ———— 

rel. 





Don Quixote De La 


Mancha 
(SPANISH) 
Azteca Films release ot Cifesa produe- 
tion. Stars Rafael Rivelles. Juan Calvo. 


Direeted by Ratsel Gil. Screenplay. Ratael 


Gil. from story by Miguel De Cervantes 
Seavedra: camera, Alfredo Fraile. Pre 
viewed in N. Y., April 28, °49. Running 
time, 128 MENS, 

Don Quixote Rafael Rivelles 
Sancho Juan Calvo 
Sanson Carrasco Fernando Rey 
Harber Manolo Movan 
Antonia Sara Viontiel 
es Juan Espantaleon 
Pc ssbs¢ canbseate es Guillermo Marin 
terres Nani Fernandez 
ee ee Jose M. Seoane 
SE er Guillermina Grin 
rere Carme De Lucio 
Ist Innkeeper.. Manuel Requena 
Miller Milagros Leal 


2nd Innkeeper tis Felix Fernandes 


2nd Innkeeper’s wife Julia Lajos 
Don Fernando .... Eduardo Fajardo 
Housekeeper Julia Caba Alba 


Luscinda Maruja Asquerine 


Majordomo-Duena Florida Arturo Marin 
2nd Barber Casimiro Hurtado 
Innkeeper’s Daughter Matilde Conesa 
Tome Cecial Fernando Aguirre 


2nd Soldier of Inquisition Santiago Rivero 
Muleteer Emilio Santiago 


Maritones Mari Cruz Fuentes 


(In Spanish; English titles) 

Cervantes’ story of Don Quixote 
has been translated again for the 
screen, this time by Cifesa Pro- 
ductions, one of largest producers 
of Spain. A prententious, costly 
production directed by Rafael Gil. 
it never quite lives up to its initial 
promise. While a strong entry for 
Spanish-language sureseaters, aver- 
age American audiences are apt to 
find it cumbersome and methodical. 
Also militating the film’s chances 
in the average U. S. theatre is that 
it runs two hours and 18 minutes. 

This Spanish _ interpretation 
lacks imagination and interesting 
episodes from Cervante's rambling, 
often disjointed novel. And the 
story is told ponderously 

Rafael Rivelles, one of Spain's 


As companions, | 


better known legit actors, makes a 
vivid Don Quixote, despite ‘the 
weak production. Joan Calvo, who 
nearly steals the picture, as his 
faithful servant, possibly could 
have helped the overall effect if he 
had been permitted to figure more | 
importantly. And also, if the pro- 
ducers had conceded the impor- | 
tance of other people in the film. | 
Maruja Asquerino is okay as Lus- 
cinda, while Juan  Espantaleon 
makes a highly convincing priest. 
Alfredo Fraile’s camera work is | 
spotty. Herman G. Weinberg has |: 
done a neat job on the English 
titles. Wear. 
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made executive assistant to 
International chief barker, 
Latta, an official now’ of the 
tent in London, was named Euro- 
pean representative of the Inter- 
national. Also appointed as Inter- 
national representatives were Os- 
car A. Oldknow, for Los Angeles 
and Denver, latter city organizing 
a tent there; Abe Blumenfeld, San 
Francisco, for San Francisco, Seat- 
tle, Portland and Salt Lake City, 
latter three now organizing tents. 
Other International officers will be 
appointed by O’Donnell shortly. 

The annual charity awards cita- 
tion for 1948 went to Los Angeles 
Tent 25. for outstanding humani- 
tarian service of the year in es- 
tablishment and operation of a 
Bovs Club. at a cost of $200,000 
besides other projects of local aid. 
Tent 25 also plans to establish ad- 
ditional boys elubs in the area at 
a cost of $75,000 a year each, with 
one added annually to the present 
project. The judges were Arthur 
Ungar. editor of DAILY VARIETY, 
chairman; Tom Connors and 
George Dembow. 

Of the amount of money pledged 
for the next vear, $200,000 is ear- 
marked for the Will Rogers Me- 
morial Sanatorium, Saranac Lake, 
N. ¥.. which is an obligation of the 
International. 

New Orleans, which was first 
choice for the next International 
convention, with Atlantic City sec- 
ond, is now trying to clear a date 
so that sufficient hotel accommo- 
dations will be provided for around 
1,000 delegates and barkers. 





| Goldwyn's Plan 


Continued from page 5 





eee acne er 
object to having their product la- 
beled with the Goldwyn insignia 
and Goldwyn himself doesn’t think 
it fair, since he intends to have 


nothing to do with the actual pro- , 


duction of films that he’d channel 
through RKO under the new plan. 
Ilence, he wants Hughes to agree 
to dropping the label provision. 

Hughes won’t do that and al- 
low the pix to be released at the. 
Goldwyn terms. Fee is the mat- | 
ter now in negotiation. 

Goldwyn’s plan is not to take 


in a lot of indies, but just a few | 
quality producers who might make | 
a total of four or five pix a year. | 
Ilis aim is to give them every serv- | 


ice they need on the business side | 


of filmmaking so that they can 
concentrate on the creative side. 
Goldwyn’s advantage in such a set- 
up would be reduction of his own 
overhead on the studio and on 
his large-scale domestic and for- 
eign sales supervision setup. 

Plan is to give indies all the 
services at fees as low or 


else, since their is no intention of 


ta 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Stand taken by H. J. Anslinger, U. S. Commissioner of Narco 
against showing of the prize-winning Canadian documentary, 


ties, 
“Drug 


Addict,” in the U. S. is in line with the careful approach to the subject 
adopted by the Motion Picture Assn. of America in its production code 
“Addict,” directed by Robert Anderson, has been kept off American 


screens on Anslinger’s request to 


the Canadian government in which 


he stated that the: film “contained scenes of addiction which tended io 
glamorize the drug habit and would do more harm than good.” 

While the MPAA lifted its absolute ban on the drug subject severa} 
years ago, producers must still obtain specific okay from the associa- 


tion’s board before making a film. 


Hence, very few have since been 


made, the best known being Columbia’s “To the Ends of the Earth.” 
pic which starred Dick Powell and was produced by Sidney Buchman 
One of the chief pitfalls in films on drugs which the MPAA seeks te 


avoid is the education of irresponsible elements to their use. 


Anslin- 


ger’s objection to the Canadian film appears to be on parallel lines. 





Plug given to 20th-Fox prodiaction chief Darryl F. Zanuck and the 
entire film industry on the floor of Congress last week by Rep. Isadore 
Dollinger (D., N.Y.) marked probably the first time that a picture was 


cited in Congress before it was released. 


Citing Zanuck and 20th for 


pacing the industry in producing pix on “many typically taboo topics,” 


Dollinger laid particular emphasis 
still before the cameras. 


on the upcoming “Pinky,” which is 


Congressman also lauded the entire film business, declaring “the 


American motion picture industry, 


by its attempt to mirror the daily 


living problems of the American people, has acted as a supet-salesman 
for Americanism at home and abroad.” 


Edward Small has earmarked $145,000 for national mag advertising 
on “Black Magic,” which will provide one of the heaviest such cam- 


paigns in recent years. 
Nancy Guild-starrer, is aiming for 


United Artists, distrib of the Orson 


Weilles- 
up to 600 engagements on the film 


around Aug. 19 to tie in with the ads, which will break shortly before 


that time. 


Technique of heavy national coverage followed by a splurge of book- 


ings is the same as employed by UA on “Red River,” 


was a large investor. 


in which Small 


Its success led to the decision to attempt a repeat 


on “Magic,”” which was produced by Gregory Ratoff for Small in Rome. 


A unique brochure, very stringently laying down policy for publicity 


and exploitation of ‘Home of the Brave,” 
managers and field staff by 


branch 
mimeo is believed to be the first 


was sent this week to its 
y United Artists. The eight-page 
time that publicity policy has ever 


been so specifically laid out for pic. 
UA is sending out one or more publicity men for at least the first 20 
engagements, with most of the p.a.’s having first been given special 


training in the policy at the homeoffice. 


Handling the film are Harold 


Salemson, Harold Evans, Jack Cooper, Earl Keate, Phil Cowan, Walter 


Krause and Mark Freeland. 


Despite Madeleine Carroll’s draw in “Goodbye My Fancy,” current 
legit success, United Artists is skipping a Broadway first-run for “High 


Fury.”’ in which she is starred. 


Pic preems at the Brooklyn Paramount 


today (Wednesday)as companion feature to another UA release. “My 
Dear Secretary,” a Laraine Day-Kirk Douglas starrer. 


“High Fury” was originally labeled ‘“‘White Horse Inn.” 


tographed entirely in Switzerland 
for release in the U. S. by Mary 
Cohn. 


It was pho- 
by Harold French and was bought 
Pickford, Buddy Rogers and Ralph 





Twentieth-Fox has hit the jackpot in titles for one of its new pictures, 
which will finally go into release as “The Forbidden Street” after 


carrying three previous names. 


Lensed in England as “Britannia Mews.” from the Margery Sharp 
novel of the same name, title was deemed “too British,” hence switched 


to “Affairs of Adelaide.” 
was replaced by “Impuise.” 


That, according to 20th, was “too long.” and 
Company execs, after considerable thought, 


believed that one lacked boxoffice impact so finally decided on “For- 


bidden Street.” 





Some 400 film exchanges and shipping depots of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s member-companies have completed their third sue- 
cessive year without any loss from fire, a report from the MPAA’s con- 


servation department director John B. McCullough reveals this week 


Reporting to MPAA prez Eric Johnston on 1948, McCullough said “it 
is doubtful that any industry of comparable business volume can match 


this record.” 


Members’ fine records, he felt, can be attributed to their 


own self-regulatory conservation program instituted 26 years ago. 




















| against $4.43 per share in °47 on 


7,029,839 outstanding shares. Of 


| its total net, some $2,360,000 was 
| represented by net capital gains. 


This figure, it is believed, is the 


' total cash taken in by Par in the 


lower | 
than they now can get anywhere 


| 


making money out of these activi- , 


| pany 


ties. but merely spreading over- 
head. As a result, producers may 
have a choice of either paying | 


fixed fees or pro-rating with Gold- 


wyn himself the cost of the opera- | : 
stock was still outstanding. Stock 


tion. 

Financing of the indies will be 
accomplished by Goldwyn via a 
new company he will set up for 
that purpose. Its capital will come 
completely from private sources. | 
Amount of coin that will initially 
be placed in the revolving fund 
hasn't vet been determined. It | 
will do second-money financing, 
with banks advancing the initial | 
coin and the Goldwyn assets pro- 
viding all the guarantees that are | 
required. 


RKO Gets ‘Julie’ 


Hollywood, May 10. 

Westwood Productions, headed 
by Irwin Allen and Irving Cum- 
mings, Jr., closed a deal for the 
release of its first picture, “‘White 
Rose for Julie.” through RKO. 

Story, recently bought from 
-— will go inte production July | 





| stockholders. 


| are 


shares at 


splitup of the Mullin & Pinanski 
circuit in New England. 
Par’s Stock Program 


Referring to its tremendous pro- , 
| gram for the acquisition of its own 


common stock, Barney Balaban, 
company prez, said that the com- 
has now bought 916,133 
an aggregate cost. of 
$22,392,000 disregarding dividends 
which would have been paid if the 


was thereby reduced by 12.21%. 
During 1948, Balaban continued, 
company also spent $8,600,000 for 


| additions to fixed assets and in- 


vestments; $3,500,000 for reduec- 
tion of its bank debt: and $13.788,- 
000 for payment of dividends to 
Result has been 
that Par’s net working capital was 
decreased $10,420,000 during the 
year. 

Current assets at the end of °48 
listed at $81.628.553 and 
liabilities at $13,664,405. leaving a 
net working capital of $67,964,148. 
Cash and government securities 
totalled $32,372,460 while the film 
inventory amounted to $42,483,137. 
Par’s drive for studio economies 
is played up in a comparison of 


|}amount spent on productions be- 


tore the cameras against the fig- 
ure last year. Company's outlay 
at the close of the vear was $11.- 
286,779 compared to 1947's total of 


, distribution sometime 


Pix Biz Profits 


Continued from page 5 








$19,838,391. Released productions 
totalled $9,394,918 against $9.675,- 
095 in the previous year, while un- 
released but completed pix came 
to $17,145,434 compared to $15,- 
267,707 in the prior semester. 
Foreign Should Improve 
Balaban joined other film cem- 
pany toppers in predicting that 
“we have scraped the bottom in 
the foreign field, and that it is not 
likely to become worse.” Down- 
ward trend on profits continued 
through the fourth quarter, Par’s 
chief said, and though that trend 
has levelled somewhat it has not 
_yet reversed itself. “We are in 
'the final stages of amortizing the 
pictures that remain in inventory 
from the time before the re- 
trenchment measures were insti- 
tuted, so that if the markets hold, 
I am hopeful that we will have 
turned the corner in production- 
during the 
second or third quarter of this 
year.” 
TV a Plus Factor? 
Turning to television, Balaban 
declared that it “may turn out te 
be our companion rather than our 
antagonist.” He added: “Just as 
radio developed eur greatest per- 
sonalities such as Bing Crosby and 
Bob Hope, I bé@fieve that televisi:en 
will be an unparalleled medium 
for the development of talent for 
motion pictures. It will also be 
an unprecedented advertising f# 
cility for the showing of short see- 
tions of movies in homes to stimu- 
late the interest. of those who are 
not now patrons of the movies. 
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-». as towering as 
the mountain peaks! 








PRESTON 


FOSTER 


as TOM... whose burning 
hatred was a deadly weapon! 


PEGGY ANN 


GARNER 


as DORIS... the girl who trusted 
her love—and nothing else! 







as DANNY... the boy 
they called a quitter! 


with FORREST TUCKER - SKIP HOMEIER . Produced by WILLIAM MOSS + Directed by PHIL KARLSON 
Screeriplay by Morton Grant and Dorothy Yost - Story by Morton Grant + Presented by WILLIAM MOSS PICTURES, INC. - Released by EAGLE LION FILMS 


"EAGLE LION’S Great Outdoor Action Hit... in Technicolor! 
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PES HO4F 444444444664 4#¢#4 riedly-called meeting of the SIMPP 
e distribution committee in New e 
* r ~ . Te. —- - 
York. the Society's prexy, Ellis 4 t é G osses 
Cli S from Film Row Arnall. issued a statement blast- ic ur r 
ing the agreement as possibly be- 
ing of short range advantage, but 
SEEFFFEFEEEESESEFEEFEFEF EFF EEE FE FEFEFOFEFEFE+ +444 H+ ikaaemman in principle” as an ex- PORTLAND, ORE. 1 $23,000. Last week, “Family 
DALLAS of which now have 56-day clilear- ee ee a. (Continued from page 9) 7 ~ eae (U) (3d wk), nice 
ance. ; sil q y / - i . ; ‘ 
Interstate’s Village and Robb & Al Lichtman and Andy Smith, amining the legal position of the 1948 (20th) (5 days). So-so $3,400. 


Rowley’s Texas in Oak Cliff grant- 
ed 31-day availability by 20th-Fox. 
Some 10 other nabe houses oper- 
ating here will continue on 45-day 
evailability. 

Robert D. Sparks named man- 
ager of recently opened Star-Lite 
drive-in near Tyler, Texas. He 
formerly was manager of Arcadia, 
Majestic and Queen there. 

G. A. Lucchese announced that 
Igancia Torres will manage recent- 
ly opened Alameda in San Antonio 


Robert Lucchese, son of Teatro Na- 
cional owner, replaces Torres 
John Diaz named skipper of Tea- 


ro Guadalupe, also in that city 

National Allied 
board meeting here May 30-31, ac- 
cording to A. F. Meyers, general 
counsel. First time board has met 
in Texas. 

Annual confab of Allied Theatre 
Owners of Texas opens here 
June 1. 

Douglas J. Spieckman named 
manager of Grand, McCarney, op- 
erated by Theatre Enterprises, re- 
places Howell Johnson, who plans 


holds’ spring 


to enter private biz. 
C. W. Hutson has sold the Quin- 
Jan at Quinlan to Mr. and Mrs. 


L. E. Wolcott of Fort Davis, Texas. 
Grand here reopened at Moran, 
Texas, by V. E. Davis, who -pur- 


chased house from Bill Robbins. 


PITTSBURGH 


Jack Keiffer, assistant manager 
of Stanley, promoted by Warners 
to manager of New Oakland, with 
Joe Outly*moving from there to 
Regent while Dave Smith is doing 
relief chores during vacation sea- 
son. Bob O'Malley goes from the 
Warner into Keiffer’s old spot, with 
Lester Kennedy, of Manor, replac- 
ing O'Malley. 

George Corcoran, formerly with 
Penn-State Amus. Co. and later 
business manager of AMPTO .of 
Western Pennsylvania, joined Re- 
public as salesman. 


Beulah Marie Hart, formerly 
with Metro here, now on Para- 
mount office staff. 

Charles Mergen tranferred to 
main line sales post by Par, with 


Bill Brooks’ resignation to go with 
Bert Stearn’s Cooperative Theatre 
Service. Harold Henderson takes 
ever Mergen’s West Virginia ter- 
ritory. 

Both sides filed motions for new 
trials in Uda Maggio-Park Thea- 
tre, Meadville, Pa., case. Mrs. 
Maggio was awarded $10,000 in her 
two damage suits as a result of 
part of theatre ceiling collapse, 
causing death of her son, a patron 
of Park at that time. Her counsel 
contended the verdict was inade- 
quate while attorneys for the thea- 
tre corporation urged new trial and 


judgment notwithstanding the ver- 


dict. 


MINNEAPOLIS 
M. A. Levy, 20th-Fox branch 
manager, after conference with Al 
Lichtman, reassured territory ex- 
hibits that the new sales supervisor 
has no severe sales policy in mind. 
“Hamlet” going into Lyceum, 
legit house, for second roadshow 

engagement in three months 
Latest independent  neighbor- 
hood houses to demand earliest 28- 
day availability are Alhambra, Hol- 
lywood, El Lago and Camden, all 
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CUFTON WEBB” - 


‘Mr. Belvedere <:" College’ 


A 20th nl Picture 


On Variety Stage—VIVIAN BLAINE 
LEO DE LYON - McCARTHY & FARRELL 


On Ice Stage—The ROOKIES, joan HYLDOFT 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 
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James Stewart - June Allysont 
“THE STRATTON STORY” $ 
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Frank Morgan Agnes Moorehead Bill Williams 
A SAM WOOD PRODUCTION 
A Metro-Goldwyn- Maver Picture 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
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DAR AMOUNT 


20th-Fox executives, accepted invi- 
tation to attend Northwest Allied 
convention here May 23-24 and ex- 
plain company’s sales policy. 

After more than 40 years in show 
business, John Piller, Valley City, 
N. D., exhibitor, is selling his two 
theatres to Sim Heller, Grand 
Rapids, Minn., circult owner 

Arion, Paramount nabe house, 
demanding 28-day clearance now 
held by one other of its uptown 
theatres and six independent spots 

President Bennie Berger’ of 


North Central Allied has defied 
some of membership that is taking 
him to task for inviting Al Licht- 


man and his touring 20th-Fox sales 
policy party to the annual conven- 


tion here May 23-24 Invitation 
has stirred up. dissension and 
threatens to cause a rift in the 
organization because of 20th-Fox 
demands for higher rentals. 
ST. LOUIS 
Elmer Donze, part-owner of ra- 


dio station. organized syndicate to 
construct and operate 350 = car 
drive-in between Perryville and St. 
Mary, Mo. 

W. P. and C. W. Robertson 
F. C. Weary. Caruthersville, Mo., 
organized United Drive-In Thea- 
tre Corp., to construct a drive-in 
between Caruthersville and Hayti, 
Mo 

Commonwealth Theatres, Inc., 
Columbia, Mo., planning to build 
1,100-seater there. 

Recently organized Fairy Thea- 
tre Co., composed of Sol, Preston 
and Marvin Bank, purchased the 
Fairy, indie nabe here from Oscar 
Sanowsky. 

Gordon Halloran, 
branch manager for 20th-Fox, es- 
caped with minor injuries last 
week when his auto was forced off 
the road near Troy, Mo. 


CHICAGO 


Censor board had lightest month 
in years last April with 111 pics 
reviewed and none banned or cut 

Variety Club of Illinois annual 
report reported charitable expend- 
itures of $70,510 for period start- 
ing in April last year through April 
of 1949. All but $1.000 went to 
LaRabida Heart Sanitarium. 

Paramount regional sales meet 
next week will be attended by 
Adolph Zukor and Arthur Schwal- 
berg. Columbia sales huddle fol- 
lowing week. 

Art O'Toole, 
man, broke five 
dent at Monmouth, 

Duke Shumow, 
branch manager. 
erty, Chicago Heights, 
Liberty Theatre Corp. 


KANSAS CITY 


Duke Clark heads up new south 
central division 


and 


St. Louis 


Paramount sales- 
ribs in auto acci- 
Ill.. last week. 
son of Warner 
bought the Lib- 
Ill.. from 


the region from here south. Clark 
continues headquarters in Dallas. 


Commonwealth reopened its 
Harrisonville, Mo., house as the 
Lee last week. House formerly 


was called the Perkins. and recent- | 


lv got full facelift. 


ALBANY 


The Tryon. 1.000-seater, opened 
as another firstrun in Amsterdam, 
near here. Brandt Theatres is buy- 
ing. booking and managing. Tryon 
is bidding for product against 
Schine. which has three houses in 
Amsterdam. One of them, the 
Strand, will reopen shortly after a 
major remodeling job. 


-— Anglo-U. S. 
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drop the “unit plan’’—their insist- 
ence that their product cannot be 
double-billed in England with a 
British picture. 

The British also promised to do 
their best to get their government 
to give a better break to the Amer- 
ican industry on the present cur- 
rency restrictions. These provide a 
maximum of $17,000,000 a year 
may be remitted. in addition to 
which U. S. companies get a sum 
equal to the earnings of British pix 
in this country. 

While the major companies 
viewed the agreement favorably, 
the Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers blew its top in 
indignation, claiming that the 
agreement amounted to a subsidy 
by American filmgoers of at least 
£1.000.000 ‘($4.000.000) for Brit- 
ish producers. Following a hur- 


into which Para- | 
mount has grouped exchanges in| 


Motion Picture Export Assn., un- 
der the umbrella of which the 
agreement was made, and a course 
of action would be determined at 
future meetings. 

Outline of these compromise pro- 
posals was handed to the Ameri- 
can execs in mimeographed form 
and is expected to be made public 
this afternoon (Wednesday) simul- 
taneously in New York and Lon- 
don. Details had been withheld un- 
til the British delegates to the Ang- 
lo-U.S. council —J. Arthur Rank, 
Sir Alexander Kordg@ and Sir Henry 
French—could present their report 
to Harold Wilson, prez of the Brit- 
ish Board of Trade. That was done 
at a meeting over the weekend. 

Following discussion of the pro- 
posals by the governments and in- 
dustries in the two countries, an- 
other session of the Anglo-U. S. 
council —the American delegates 
are Johnston, Barney Balaban and 
Nicholas M. Schenck—will be held 
in Washington June 2, 3, and 4. 
Rank, who does not fiy, will not 
attend that meeting because of the 
time involved in making the ocean 
crossings, so the principal British 
reps will be Korda and French. 

Another session at which the de- 
tails of the compromise are ex- 
pected to be finally cleaned up and 
inked will be held in London in 
August, it was agreed. 

The sessions in New York ves- 
terday drew company toppers and 
foreign chiefs of almost every com- 
pany to hear details on the British 
proposals, which have been kept 
for two weeks under one of the 
tightest lids that the industry has 
ever succeeded in imposing. 


| French: $3,000. 000 
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ich because of in- 
ability of Price, Waterhouse & Co. 
to locate all of the 26 indies to 
whom sums are also due. Some of 
the filmmakers have gone out of 
business, others haven't their books 
available for audit, and some won't 
show them to the accounting firm, 


held iatd tn the F 


the certification of which is nec- 
essary before payments can be 
made. 

This stvmie concerning the in- 
dies was holding up all the re- 
mittances until recently, when the 
American majors made  agree- 


ment to leave 20% 

pay off these accounts when the 

audit situation was solved. 
Another $250,000 is being re- 


ceived by the Yank firms through 


a deal they made to pay for re- 
pairs on a Swiss tanker in France. 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
rep Gerald A. Mayer got permis- 
sion of the government to pay for 
the tanker work in blocked franes 
owned by member’ companies. 
Swiss owners in turn are com- 
pensating the firms in dollars. 
One of the major restrictions on 
production here which the French 
government is already easing is 


that calling for a local partner 
owning at least 50° of any pic 
made in France. Provision was 


waived on the film being produced 
jointly by Paul Graetz and 20th- 
Fox and further applications will 
be treated sympathetically, it is 
known. Restrictions on bringing 
over American technicians’ will 


likewise be administered “‘with un-, 


derstanding.” it is said. 





Metro Set to Invade 
Canada’s 16m Field 


Metro's sales chief William F., 
Rodgers has definitely decided in 
favor of 16m distribution in Can- 
ada. Company will start handling 
the narrow-gauge product in the 
Dominion beginning this fall. Un- 
like other majors, Metro's own ex- 
changes will take on the sale of 
16m features rather than franchise 
to outside companies. 

Step is not regarded as prelud- 
ing the release of Metro 16m films 
in the U.S. Rodgers is said to be 
opposed to any early action in that 


direction although it is being 
considered as a_ possibility two 
years or so hence. 


Recently, M-G expanded narrow- 
gauge operations to Alaska. Com- 
pany is also releasing 16m_ prints 
in almost all overseas countries. 


in France to: 


' 694: 35-60)—‘Pride of 


“Red Canyon” (U) and 
“Jungle Jim” (Col), big $7,200. 
Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Belvedere to College’ (20th) and 
“Cheated The Law” (20th) (8 days), 
day-date with Paramount. Torrid 
$9,500. Last week, ‘‘Connecticut 
Yankee” (Par) and “Henry, Rain- 
maker” (Mono) (2d wk’, $4,800. 
Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 60-85)— 
“El Paso” (Par) and “Disaster” 
(Rar). Sock $9,500. Last week, 
“Undercover Man” (Col) and “‘La- 
dies of Chorus” (Col), good $7,700. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Belvedere To College” (20th) and 


Last week, 


“Cheated Law” (20th), also Orien- 
tal. Torrid $14,500. Last week, 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) and 
“Henry, Rainmaker” (Mono) (2d 
wk), $7,750. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85) — “Little Women” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Terrific $7,000. Last week, 
$9.600. 


Guild (Parker) (485; $1.80-$2.40) 
—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (3d wk). Big 
$7,500. Last week, about same. 


PROVIDENCE 


(Continued from page 11) 


tle Women” (M-G). Single bill and 
heavy weekend helping to neat 
$19,500. Last week, ‘“Enchant- 
ment” (RKO) and “High Fury” 
(UA), $17,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—'‘El Paso” (Par). Being held 
three extra days for Thursday 


opening of ‘“‘Manhandle” ‘Par) and 


p.a. of Dan Duryea and producer 
Bill Pine. So-so $3,500 for 3 ex- 
tra days. First week was mildish 


$10,000. 


‘Flamingo’ Hot $18,000, 
Buff, ‘Witch’ Okay 106 





Buffalo, May 10. 
Biz is generally off here this 
week despite several new, strong 


pix. Tops is “Flamingo Road” at 


the Lakes. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo ‘Loew’'s) (3.500; 40-70)— 
“Little Wemen” ‘(M-G). Good $15.- 
000 or over. Last week, “Belvedere 
To College” (20th) and ‘Valiant 
Hombre” (UA), nice $17,000. 

Great Lakes (Par) (3,400; 40-70) 
—“Flamingo Road” (WB). Torrid 
$18,000. Last week, “Dream Is 
Yours” (WB), $14,000. 

Hipp (Par) (3.400; 40-70)—‘“Casa- 
blanca” (WB) and “G-Men” (WB) 
(reissues). Nice $8,000. Last week, 
“State Dept.-File 649” (FC) and 
King Cole Trio, others on stage, 
nice $14,000, but below hopes. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3.000: 40-70)— 
“Criss Cross” (U) and “Shamrock 
Hill’ (EL). Okay $11,000 or close. 
Last week, ‘“‘We Were Strangers” 
(Col) and “Rusty Saves Life” (Col), 
stout $13,500. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3.000° 40- 
70\—“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) 
and “Duke of Chicago” (Rep). Oke 
$10,000 or near. Last week, “Ad- 
venture in Baltimore” (RKO) and 
“Train to Alcatraz” ROS $9,500. 


‘Pride’ Robust $13,000 
In Toronto, ‘Kettle’ 126 


Toronto, May 10. 

With heat and holdovers hurting, 
town is mainly in the doldrums. 
An exception is reissue of “Pride 
of Yankees” which is very big at 
four houses. “Ma and Pa Kettle” 
shapes up well as a newcomer at 
Uptown. “Quartet” still is doing 
capacity biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th Cent) (1059, 955. 698. 
} Yankees” 
(RKO) (reissue). Very big $13,000. 
Last week, “Flaxy Martin” (WB) 
and “Homicide” (WB), $10.000. 

Imperial (FP) (3.373: 40-70)— 
“Bride of Vengeance” 
$8,500. Last week. ‘Canadian 
Pacific” (20th), good $13,000. 

International (Taylor) (605: 48- 
66)—“Quariet” ‘EL) (6th = wk. 
Capacity $4,000 after about same 
last week. 

Loew's (Loew) (2.096: 40-70)— 
“Ball Game” (M-G) (4th wk). Okay 
$6.000 after last week's $9,000. — 

Odeon (Rank) (2.390: 35-$1.20)— 
“Tulsa” (EL) (2d wk). Nice $10,000 
after last week’s solid $13.000. 

Shea's (FP) (2.386: 40-70:\—"Nick 





Beal” ‘Par’. Satisfactory $7,500. 
Last week, “Connecticut Yankee” 
(Par) (3d wk). big $6,500. 
University (FP) (1.556: 40-70)\— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) (2d. wk). 


Okay $4,500 after last week's good 

$6.500. 
Upiown 

“Ma, Pa 


‘Loew) 
Kettle” 


(2.743: 
(U). 


40-70) 
Hefty 





Montl. Slow; ‘Don Juan’ 
Sharp $18,000, ‘Boy’ 13G 


Montreal, May 10. 
Biz is slow at all houses this 
stanza with “Don Juan” shaping 


best at Loew’s. “Canadian Pacific” 
looks to wind up below hopes at 
the Princess. ‘Boy With Green 
Hair” is just okay at Palace. 


Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855: 40-65) 
“Don Juan” (WB). Nice $18.000 
Last week, “Words and Music” 
(M-G) (3d wk), fat $12.000 
Capitol (C.T.) (2,412: 34-69) 
“Three Godfathers” (M-G). Okay 
$12,000. Last week, “Walk Crooked 
Mile” (Col) (2d wk), $10,500 
Palace (C.T.) (2,625: 34-69)— 
“Boy With Green Hair’ (RKO). 
Just oke $13,000. Last- week, “John 
Loves Mary” (WB), $14,000 
Princess (C.T.) (2,131: 34-609) — 
“Canadian Pacific’ (20th). Mild 
$8,000. Last week. “Gallant Blade” 


(Col), sharp $12,000. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45)— 
“Unafraid” ‘(U) and  ‘“Tueson” 
(20th) (2d wk). Down to $6.000 


following sock $11,500 first round. 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Song of India” (UA) and “Straw- 
berry Roan” (Col) (2d wk). Off to 


$4,500 after strong $8,000 opener, 








Wanger Bullish 
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engagements. RKO execs private- 
ly feel that “Joan” may have come 
along too late to get maximum re- 
sults at upped-admissions, such as 
a bevy of pix did a couple years 
ago, but that the policy is worth 
continuing. 

Wanger, 
week, 


in his statement last 
said that a gross of $8.700.- 
000 must be achieved for “Joan” 
to hit the break-even point He 
declared that by the end of 1950 
his $9,000,000-$10,000,000 estimate 
would be reached and all the in- 
vestors would show a profit. 
There was no tendency in either 
distribution or financial circles to 
dispute his statement, most observ- 
ers feeling that his estimate was 
within the realm of _ possibility, 
but, as far as they were concerned, 
it is too early to tell. Definitely 
not worried about their investment 
are Bankers Trust of New York 
and Security-First National of Los 


Angeles, who between them ad- 
vanced $3,500,000 of the $4,250.000 
negative cost. They feel certain 


on the basis of returns to date that 
they'll get out all right, although 
it will take a little longer than 
originally anticipated. 

Wanger’s”. statement regarding 
the pic came as a result of reports 
that Miss Bergman, his partner in 
the production, was “unhappy” 
with Hollywood because, among 
other things, she had lost her in- 
vestment in “Joan.” 

Pic is expected to do exception- 
ally well in the foreign market, 
especially in Catholic countries, 


,and some fantastically high offers 


(Par). Light | 






of dollars delivered in the US. 
have been made for outright sales 
in a number of areas. Wanger has 
been withholding the rights on the 
plea of RKO that it would rather 
distribute through its own offices, 
although it is likely that leasing 
deals will be made in some terri- 
tories. 
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We told you about Chicago- 
Now please check 


THE UNDERCOVER MANs 
sensational first engagements 


North, East, South or West! 


or 
her 4 
| i 











een 





100. 
sic” s 


= 
kay 
ked 


0), 
ohn 


= 
lild 
dle” 





yn 
O00 
nd. 


aW- 
to } 
er. 






N50 
ate 
in- 





ed, 
ely 
ent 


COLUMBIA PICTURES presents 


| ai ; 
Hd- : 
100 , ; S 


“TUCSON 










“CLEVELAND 
SAN FRANCISCO 
"SACRAMENTO «= ss NINA FOCH 


3 eee Written for the Screen by Sydney Boehm 


4 \ : ATTLE i a A ROBERT ROSSEN prooucron 
,o “ 





las 
he 
er 





wr we 








Ti. 





Directed by JOSEPH H. LEWIS 





a 3 ponvotional weeks 





rt 


S 
3 
2 
= 


S. 





a 















































22 RADIO VARIETY Wednesday, May 11, 1949 +e 2 — 
——$—__.. 
5 | Jewish Group Beef May Bal , 
FCC—at Long Last—Acts on WOV's | ewish Group Beef May Balk FCC 0K 
2 
e 
Transfer to Weil, Hartley & Co.; WNEW On Richards Transfer of Vote Control 
ranster to Weil, y & Lo.; 
s ° _ 
P + Washington. May 10. 
After 5 Years M B B k A strong protest by seven Jew. 
e S ermane aar ay € bac ish organizations, which banded to- 
ABC has cut an audition record gether to petition the FCC Jag 
Washington, May 10. + 'with Jack Paar, ex-GI comic who seat a ae the proposal of 
In the most protracted duopoly Femme Negro Jock has been off the air for more than ae died as ae 5 transter 
case in industry annuals, the FCC = ee la vear. According to J. Donald Detroit d Clevel: Ngeles, 
oe oti Pittsburgh, May 10 Wilson. web program v.p., the new € ro! and Cleveland stations is 
toda\ Pues granted rae WHOD in Homestead has stanza will be a 30-minute audi- vy og to fonewe S€rIOUS Consid. 
Bulova’s application to transfer the only femme Negro platter- | ence participationer titled “Take a eration 0y the agency 
WOV_ N. Y.. to Victory Broadcast- spinner in radio, it’s believed, Share.” Principal point raised by the Ore 
ing Corp. The Commission simul- ee ee a = oe If it clicks it will be skedded in resets aged petition was whethep 
teneously renewed the license of Maxey: mother of four chil- — evening time. ichards can legally delegate ree 
WNEW. N \ for the period end- dren, too KLZ News Chie . “ = a sanaiitsaiiiiag sponsibility for the operations of 4 
ion Mav 1. 1951. and that of WON SHELDON PETERSON . his stations while still retaining 
for period ending Nov. 1, °51 J For the’second consecutive year, Films (et Own ownership. It was understood this 
The action was taken over dis- Ny) N { [ \/ k Sheldon Peterson has been a win- v Fi | question will have great Weight in 
senting votes by FCC Chairman ay eX 0 a e ner in the Denver Press Club radio determining bs hether FCC will £0 
Wiavne Coy and Commissioner newsman’s competition—the only a ahead with hearings. which it post. 
Robert Jones. who favored a hear- 7 Colorado radio newsman to attain ? W Service poned to consider the transfer pro- 
ing. The consideration involved in S { h t CBS? this honor. - ay posal, into charges of news slant. 
the WOV transfer is $200.000. plus Wl C 0 ‘ KLZ, Denver | ing on KMP( , Los Angeles, to re 
10°, of the stock in WNEW owned —_— TY Washington, May 10. flect Richards’ prejudices 
by Richard E. O'Dea. also part Dennis Day may be the next top The motion picture industry was MW hether or not the Commission 
owner of WOV, and the discon- NBC comedian to make the switch assigned a separate radio service proceeds with the hearings was stij} 
tinuance of suits brought by O’Dea to the rival CBS web Colgate, OWS fy é for two-way communications in !! doubt but it was believed likely, 
against WNEW which now bankrolls “A Day in, general allocations for non-broad- in view of last week's petition, that 
Stations WNEW and WOV are the Life ef Dennis Day” on NBC, = cast operations issued last week the transfer proposal will not be 
both contro'led by Bulova. Own- has bought the Sunday night 6:30 The industry will share the use of accepted without argument. If the 
ership of two stations in the same to 7 time on CBS, starting in the Sila (@a men certain frequencies with the Press craneser plan Is rejected summar. 
area violates the Commission's no- fall, and it is believed the outfit Relay Service. ily, the FCC Is expected to order 
multiple-ownership rule. To sat- might want to switch the Day pro- _ The allocations, which go into the hearings to proceed. But be 
isfy this rule, Bulova at various gram over since it would directly effect July 1, provide for a multi- lief persists here that Richards wil] 
times filed four applications to precede the Jack Benny show, on la e ac all tude of industries and services S¢!! rather than face hearings. 
transfer WOV. but one was denied which Day is a featured member of which use radio for various safety _ The petition was filed by Irving 
and two were withdrawn Both the cast. That CBS slot is being WOR. NV. is Bivi oo and emergency needs and where Kane, New York counsel for the 
stations have been operating un- vacated at the end of the current ; cine mes os Giving 4 " “~~ other means of communications are American Jewish Congress, Anti- 
der temporary licenses since “44, season by the Ozzie and Harriet 4 visualization treatment. Looking unavailable. The film industry uses Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, | 
wiieh prevented their getting in- show. ahead to the debut of its video op- two-way radio between locations <ewien Labor Committee. Jewish 
creased power or other facilities, — Time buy represents new Colgate gation this summer, the MBS out- and staff headquarters, particularly hs ie plains Community Rela. 
such as FM or TV adjuncts. To- business for CBS, since the sponsor ss aehaaial i AEs emeiienste | = isolated areas — . ommittee of the L. A. Jew. 
day's decision tollowed extensive is keeping its hold on the Sunday et Is restaging an “4! : i The FCC report was adopted ish ( ommunity Council. Detroit 
investigations conducted by the night 9:30 to 10 period. Outfit now to simulate TV conditions. over a vigorous dissent by Com- Jewish Community Council and 
FCC last fall. has “Our Miss Brooks,” starring The new policy is the brainchild missioner Robert Jones, who said Cleveland Jewish Community s 
The Victory Corp. is composed | Eve Arden, in at that time. It may o¢ Jules Seebach. who recently re- the allocations fail to consider fu- — | } 
of Ralph Weil and Arnold Hartley, decided to move “Brooks” down ; re ter & ture needs and don't make efficient ie document stated that ap- ( 
now general manager and program to the earlier slot on the assump- turned as program v.p. a utilization of scarce frequencies. proval by the Commission of the , 
director, respectively, of WOV; N. tion that show would need the hypo stint with the Metropolitan Opera cts voting control transfer would 
Joseph Leigh, lithography-color the Benny preceder would give it Acscn. Seebach found that studio Plans f A ° Wace SOMES USTON oe to whether 
photography industrialist; Chas. B. more than Day would. If the ma- and theatre broadcasts were un- or an rizona charges as grave as those against 
McGroddy, N. Y. attorney; and neuver to move the comedian over “ : Re evans ° Richards are grounds for any ae ; 
O'Dea. Leigh and O'Dea will hold from NBC fails, of course, then Photogenic, with a weiter os —— Regional Net Collapse; tion, investigatory or disciplinary ' 
51230 and 33! 2°, respectively. of Colgate will need another half- phone wires, unsightly standing : - ? It is time for clarification 
the common voting stock hour show to fill one of the Sunday mikes, performers standing with Wind Up 2506 in Red rather than further confusion as to 
Cov and Jones, in dissenting night niches. their backs to the audience and Richards’ status as a broadcaster.” 


from the majority, said they were 
unable to conclude trom the FCC's 
investigation “that the Commission 
is in a position to find that Mr 
Bulova and the corporation’ in 
which he is the controlling stock- 
holder are qualified by character 
to be entrusted with the responsi- 


NBC ‘PLAYHOUSE’ 4G 
TAG REFLECTS MARKET 


Reflecting the depressed market 
for radio shows, NBC is reported 
offering “Screen Directors Play- 
house” for $4.000 week. Such a 
show in good times would have 
brought $10,000 weekly or better. 

Included in the net's package 
are a name star, top director and 
o‘her comparable elements. Pabst 
has shown an interest in the show 
for the summer months. NBC is 
chiefly interested in getting its 
house shows sponsored at a price 
in keeping with the receding level. 


McKnight to Produce 
Mason Series for NBC 


Hollywood, Mav 10. 
Tom MeKnight will produce a 
James Mason dramatic series for 
NBC. replacing Dee Engelbach, 
who withdrew when Lyn Murray, 
his the music, walked 
out following a dispute over fees. 





choice for 


Mason has called otf a vacation 
in !lawaii after he had planned to 


tape 13 programs bv June 10. In- 
stead. he mav go back to England 
to make a picture after the first 


cycle of shows has been ampexed. 


3 in a Row for Elaine 


For the third 


consecutive vear 
Elaine Carringion.  scripter of 
“Pepper Young's Family.” “When 
a Girl Marries” and “Rosemary,” 


qdaviime serials. has been awarded 
the National Family Week Radio 
Citation by the Intercouncil Com- 
mittee on Christian Life. com- 
prised of all faiths. 

Specifically the kudo is in recog- 
nition of Miss Carrington’s five- 
times-a-week contribution “toward 
the family” via “Pepper Young's 
Family” with special reference to 
the tolerance aspects of the pro- 
gram. 


Card Campaign Vs. Bad 
Earthquake Publicity 


Seattle. Mav 10 

Stung by exaggerated reports of 
earthquake damage in Puget 
Sound cities by the April 13 earth- 
quake, KIRO, local CBS outlet, is 
carrving on a postcard campaign 
through its listeners to correct im- 
pressions that the quake leveled 
buildings and damaged cities ex- 
tensively. 

Strong pitches are being used on 


all local-origination programs, 
with a supplement of spot = an- 
nouncements, urging listeners to 


request postcards to mail to friends 
in other parts of the country. The 
first five days of the campaign re- 
sulted in a distribution of 15.000 
cards, and the station sent along a 
letter to each recipient suggesting 
brief, to the point messages to be 


used on the cards. 

The KIRO project has the hearty 
endorsement ot the Chamber of 
Commerce, tourist bureaus and 


the hotel association. 





Soviet Air Jamming 
Seen Tribute to Voice 


Washington. Mav 10. 
Soviet Russia's “terrific efforts 
tu jam U.S. broadcasts on the Ber- 
lin blockade lifting are a “great 
tribute” to the Voice of America. 
Assistant Secretary of State George 
Allen told the American Legion 
uuNxiliarvy here vesterday. There is 
‘no better evidence of the effec- 
tiveness of the Voice.” he added. 
Allen promised he would use 
“every possible means I can to 
keep our propaganda activities as 
truthful as any other activity of 
the Government and to see to it 
that we do not copy the techniques 
of the Soviet or Nazi Germany.” 


WORC Ups Miss Stanton 


Worcester, May 10. 
Mildred Stanton, manager of 
WORC here tor the past 15 vears, 
has been elected to the = station's 
board of directors. 
In addition to Miss Stanton, the 
New England area boosted another 


femme manager, Helen Wood, who 
recently took over similar post at 
»;WCCC, Hartfered. 


stages junked up with equipment. 
As result, Seebach has asked all 
WOR personnel to become visual- 


Phoenix, Mav 10. 
The Sun Country Broadcasting 
Co. was permanently eclipsed here 


The Commission was told that 
Richards “would still be in control 
of the stations under the proposed 


conscious. Ceiling suspension last week, ending all plans for a plan or he would not. If he would, 

mikes are being used, so that an- proposed regional network that the plan should be rejected because 

nouncers and thespers will learn would have linked four Arizona of Richards’ admitted maipractices, 

to work without the crutch of cities. Announcement that blue- (Continued on page 34) 

standing mikes. The number of prints for the web had been —_———_——- 

mikes is being cut down to a mini- abandoned. after three years of 

mum, eliminating the maze of preparations, was made by J. R. CBS, ABC IN BANGOR 

wires and making operations Heath. general manager of Sun ‘ 

simpler for engineers. The stress Country, who said that construc- SWAPS: BOTH SEE GAINS 
? 


on visual appeal is adding to the 
audiences’ appreciation and over- 
all showmanship of the stanza, 
Seebach points out. 

Programwise Seebach is hypoing 
WOR ss staffers’ creative’ efforts. 
“Program departments were more 
creative in radio's early . days,” 
Seebach says. “But the growing 
importance of ad agencies and in- 


dependent packagers, as well as to the jettison of all plans. Orig- ent CBS station, WABI. a 5kw out- 
the cut in sustaining time avail- inal FCC grants were tor KPSC fit. i 
able, turned the program depart- and KPSC-FM. Phoenix; KTSC Reason for the station swapping | 
ments into more administrative and KTSC-FM, Tucson, and KYSC. is that the Guy Gannett Broad- 

setups. Time was spent reviewing Yuma. Application was also made, casting Services, which owns | 
ideas submitted by others. Now I but was never granted. for a 1,000 WGUY, also operates WGAN, Port- 
think the emphasis should be watt station in Flagstaff. land, a CBS outlet. and wants both | 


placed on developing and creating 
new shows ourselves.” 

Seebach says that the outside 
agencies and packagers have made 
and continue to make valuable 
contributions, but the program de- 
partments of stations and webs 
shouldn't abdicate. “Our philoso- 
phy is to ask staffers, ‘What would 
vou want to hear on the air, what 


tion permits for stations in Phoe- 
nix and Tucson had been returned 
to the FCC. 

Although granted seven licenses 
by the FCC between April, 1946. 
and September, 1947, the defunct 
chain never got a single station on 
the air. Preparations, however, 
cost the net's stockholders about 
$250,000. a deficit that finally led 


CBS’ SNEAK ‘WORLD’ TO 
GET SPORADIC AIRINGS 


“The World Is Our Beat.” new 
news stanza which CBS sneak-pre- 
viewed April 27, will be aired on 


4a sporadic basis. according to 


Bangor, Me.. May 10. 

CBS is picking up the ABC af- 
filiate here, but will probably lose 
power in this citv as a result of 
the deal. The ABC outlet being 
grabbed by CBS is WGUY. 250 
watter, which will land in the CBS 
fold around August. However, 
ABC will probab!y pact the pres- 


operations linked to the same web. 
ABC feels it’s gainer by the trade, 
inasmuch as it will add 4,750 
watts in Bangor. 


Radio Stubbornly Holds 
Its Ground at REC Meet 


John Karol, CBS sales v.p.. was 
elected president of the Radio Ex 





new programs can you suggest?” Davidson Taylor, the web's public ecutives Club of New York at the 
By tapping our own creative affairs v.p. The show will be car- fortnightly lu ae heon meeting 
sources as well as the packagers. ried when hot news which lends Thursday (5). Other officers elected 
Seebach declares AM radio can itself to “Beat” treatment breaks. were Gordon Mills. of Kudéner 
continue to advance.” The program had seven CBS agency, v.p.: lew Avery. of Avery 
eee correspondents in Berlin, Paris. Knodel, treasurer: and Claude 

‘ , London, Washington and New Barrere, secretary. 
DUFFY BRUSHES B-M York discuss current foreign  poli- The club also voted net (to 
cles in a “party line” conference. change its name. after some mem 


FOR ANOTHER LINE 


The gabbers kicked the questions 


bers had proposed the word “tele 


around for 65 minutes and the tape vision” be included Outgoing 
Hollywood, May 10. recording was edited down to 30 prexy Carl Havelin. of BMI. said 
Ed Gardner has been given his Mpnutes, The net says future that “the REC. like RCA. feels 
release by Bristol-Myers and for a a a os | that the word ‘radio covers it 
' within 48 hours. entire industry.” 
the first time in seven years is a $ Saiceieeneans ai at 
free agent. Drug packager de- FDR j P F S . o om? Ni 
cmt selene “eae , Jr., Polit. Series | Wisconsin's Censor Nix 
Dufiy's Tavern which Gardner Franklin D. Roosevelt. Jr.. can- Madison. Wis., May 16. 
resisted. Contract had a year didate in the Congressional by- The Wisconsin Senate put the Hr 
to BO. ; election in New York's 20th Dis- bosh on a bill designed to bar rat!? 
Gardner recently talked with trict, launched a five-time series of st ‘tions from airing “any st@rY; 


William S. Paley in New York and 
he may stable with the other CBS 
stars who jumped NBC. 


broadcasts 
Monday (9). 


over WMCA, N. ¥Y.. 
The quarter-hour se- 


description, or account of deees ef 
bloodshed, lust or crime other than 


Pabst at ries, which includes’ interviews a current news event.’ 
one time showed an interest in with Melvyn Douglas. Tallulah Senate tabled the measure 
Duffy” and may negotiate with Bankhead. Quentin Reynolds and’ which is tantamount to rejection 


Gardner should Cantor go TV ex- 
clusively for the brewer next sea- 


, 20n. 


other celebs. will wind up with a 
30-minute broadcast next Monday 


4116). 


Bill was introduced by Sen. Tax lor 
Brown (R., Oshkosh). at the re 
, quest of the Lutheran Ladies Assn. 
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Portia Faces Life 


Verv much in evidence at Oh 
By Radio this year was Commis 
on . 
playing her self-cast role of inq\ 
close listening, and asked a great 


Socratic method, Miss H's 


questions 


—— 


Columbus, May 10. 
io State’s Institute for Education | 
sioner Frieda Hennock,. who was | 


hand for most of the main sessions and some of the clinics, 


liring reporter. 
many questions 
were 


She did a lot of 
A disciple of the 
usually pointed and 


probing, sometimes elementary, and once in a while (as at the end 


of the Oscar Katz talk on TV re 
In addition to sitting in on scl 


search) needling 


1eduled panels and programs, the 


commissioner presided over a few informal bull sessions in which 


she and a half dozen or so edu 


cators and broadcasters swapped 


ideas and opinions about radio and video, whither, why and how. 


Although there were a few instances at public sessions when 
some listeners thought ex-lawyer Hennock’s questions were 
pitched in a tone that sounded too much like a Miss D. A.. broad- 


casters and educators alike applauded her willing-to-learn atti- 


tude, her lively interest in ever) 
constant attendance at the Inst 
that other FCC brass could 
the Capitol circles to mix with t 

That the answers Miss Hennoc 


well 


thing that was going on. and her 
itute. In fact. it was suggested 
follow her example and leave 
he common folk on occasion 

‘K was getting to her challenging 


questions had already produced some definite opinions on at least 


one particular problem—TV and 
remarks at the Institute’s dinne 


tors “Television is your blackboard 


on it. I'll try to make the blackt 





education 
r. where 


Was apparent in her 
she advised the educa- 
Pick up the chalk and write 
0ard available.” 





Kobak ‘Takes Institute Apart’; Calls 


Columbus, May 10. 

Turning the tables at the 19th 
annual Institute for Education by 
Radio, Edgar Kobak didn’t speak 
on “Radio at the Crossroads.” as 
originally requested, but on “‘The 
Institute at the Crossroads.” The 
former MBS prexy, who has _at- 
tended eight of the Ohio State U. 
confabs, told 900 delegates at the 
closing banquet Sunday (8) that 
not onlv is the yearly affair at the 
crossroads, “but it is in a rut.” 

Kobak prefaced his remarks 
with the statement that the Insti- 
tute has done much and can do 
more. But, he pointed out, the in- 
dustry is losing interest, and the 
institute must re-evaluate itself. 
“We must ask ourselves why we 
are here,” Kobak declared. “We 
must appreach problems from 
fresh viewpoint, as though we 
were setting up an entirely new 
inslitute, drawing of course, on the 
institute’s valuable experience.” 

To revitalize the parley, Kobak 
suggested a merger with meetings 
held by other colleges, ‘“‘although 
I realize this is like asking MBS 
and ABC to unite.” He added it 
might be wise to hold the con- 
ference in a city other than Co- 
lumbus. 

Sights Need Raising 

Kobak stressed that the institute 
must raise its sights, call in key 
men and showmen, have its na- 
tional advisory committee plan a 
down-to-earth agenda that will 
help program staffers and close the 
Bap between educators and broad- 
casters. He criticized the broad- 
casters for not sending policy- 
makers and warned, “If you're not 
careful, this may get to be an old 

(Continued on page 34) 


Burrows Pacted 
In Toto by CBS 


CBS this week latched onto the 
full talents of Abe Burrows, sign- 
ing the former radio scripter and 
nitery comic to an exclusive long- 
term contract as writer, producer, 
director and performer for both 
radio and televison. 

Burrows’ first assignment under 
the new pact will be the develop- 
ment of a new half-hour comedy 
show, in which he is to star. Pro- 
Stam is tentatively scheduled to 
bow in during the first week in 
July and will be designed for si- 
multaneous radio - TV _ airing. 
Comedian, in addition, will serve 
with George S. Kaufman as a regu- 
lar member of the panel on CBS’ 

Chis Is Broadway,” which tees 
off its regular run tonight (Wed.) 
in the 9:30 to 10-30 slot. 

Burrows arrived in N. Y. from 


> 





the Coast yesterday (Tues.) and 
hie he-dquart-r permanently at 
e 


CBS homeoffice. 


| For Soul-Searching; Change of Locale 





° — 


Kobak’s 20°;, Time 


Columbus, May 10. 


Ed Kobak, former MBS 
prexy who is now a general 
business consultant, told the 
Institute for Education by 
Radio that he would be glad 
to help its national advisory 


council plan future meets. 


“IT hope to have 20°% of my 
time sustaining,” he — said, 
“with the other 80°) spon- 
sored—at card rates.” 


TV to Dominate 
Broadcasting In 
) Years: Coy 


Columbus, May 10. 

Within five years television will 
be the dominant medium of broad- 
casting, Wayne Coy, chairman of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, told delegates at the open- 
ing session Thursday (5) of Ohio 
State U.’s Institute for Education 
by Radio. 

While he was at it, Coy, who 
made the basic presentation on 
“The Future of Broadcasting, AM, 
FM. TV and FAX,” seered some 
additional predictions, all of which. 
he cautioned, were his own and did 
not necessarily reflect the policy of 
the Commission. They were: 

“Five years from tonight most 
Americans will be getting most of 
their broadcast information, educa- 
tion and entertainment from tele- 
' vision. 

“Five years from tonight sound 
broadcasting, although much im- 
proved in technical quality because 





of the increased use of FM and 
much extended coverage because 
of the addition of both AM and 


FM stations, will be attracting less 
of the listeners’ attention, espe- 
cially during the evening hours. It 
will be attracting less of the ad- 
(Continued on page 34) 


GEN. FOODS ALSO BUYS 
‘COLDBERG’S’ FOR AM 


“The Goldbergs,” which first hit 
the air back in 1928, will return as 
a regular AM stanza after a layoff 
of several years, starting Sept. 2 on 
CBS. The Gertrude Berg program 
has been picked up by General 
Foods to plug Sanka Coffee, as a 
replacement for the Jack Carsén 
show, which exits the 8 p.m. Friday 
slot July 1. 

The TV version, also sponsored 
by Sanka, will continue on CBS-TV 
on Mondays at 9:30 p.m. Agency is 

; Young & Rubicam. 








NDIN 


WILL CONTIN 


PORTING 


Columbus, May 


cap 











10 
and 
Ohio 


Television put on its 
town at 
State U.’s 19th annual Institute 
Radio here 


educators 


gown and went to 
tor 
Education by 

Most 
gions 
TV, 
out 


trom 


"p- 


came 


where there is little or no 


find 


and 


and they were to 


the 
might 


eager 


about new medium 


what it do for education 


The various TV panels and sessions 


Dr 


chance 


arranged by Keith Tyler gave 
the to lot 


questions, and find out some of the 
answers in a three day cram course 
on the ABC’s of TV 

For the Institute, TV was a 
much-needed hypo after last year’s 
letdown and gave this year’s ses- 
sions an overall direction and lift 
they might otherwise not have had 
But while TV talk and interest was 
heavy, both in formal panels and 
hotel-room bull sessions. radio was 
not brushed off There were not 
many supporters of the Deae Avls- 
worth kiss - the - broadcasting - biz- 
goodbye school of thought around. 

The current ground-swell of in- 
dustry thinking which feels that 
TV has been over-ballyhooed was 
sharply reflected here by top 
speakers at several of the main 
sessions. “Don’t sell radio short.” 
Ed Kobak warned at the Institute's 
annual dinner at close ot sessions 


them ask a of 


“Television's boom does not mean 
radio's doom.” 
Television will exercise its own 


great force upon the public as a 
whole but it will not displace radio, 
was James Lawrence Fly’s predic- 
tion in a symposium on “What Will 
Television Do to American Life?” 
“I do not predict that radie is a 
dying industry,” the former FCC 
chairman said “It will continue 
to support TV itself and to live by 
its side.” 

Similar note was sounded by 
Leonard Marks. Washington radio 
attorney and general counsel for 
FM Assn. “Radio is not doomed 
or dying,” he said. ‘In fact, radio 
is gaining in influence.” 

A warning to the crystal-ball 
gazers who are overworking pre- 
dictions on TV's future in all fields 
was voiced by Oscar Katz, CBS 
director of research, who called 
for an attitude of “healthy skepti- 


cism” towards forecasts of tele- 
vision’s future influence on _ the 
public. He pointed to the errone- 


(Continued on page 34) 


CBS, Vallee Deal Off 


CBS’ deal with Rudy Vallee for 
the crooner to star in a situation 
comedy has tallen through. The 
property, titled “Dear Doctor,” 
will be matched to another celeb, 
who will be given the role of a 
professor of anthropology. 

To be produced on the Coast. 
“Dear Doctor” is skedded to start 
first week in July. 
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‘NBC Aims to Chop $1,500,000 Off 


The General Operating Budget 


Radio: 2-Edged Sword 


Columbus, May 10 

Radio alone can destroy the 
spiritual barriers which separate 
sections of the world Pierre 
Crenesse { Ss head oft the 
French Broadcasting Svstem, told 
the Institute for Education by 
Radio 

Terming radio a two-edged 
sword, the French radio exec said, 
“It can be the radio of tvranny or 
of liberty, the radio of war or 
peace. The coming months must 
find all hands outstretched = in 


friendship. The edge of hate must 
be ground away, 
will and cooperation 
forever at its effective 


Brown Prexy of 
Don Lee; Weiss 


Board Chman 


10 
relin 


the edge of good 
preserved 
best.” 


Hollywood, May 


Lewis Allen Weiss. has 


quished his presidency of the Don | 


Willet H 
executive veepee, and moves up as 
chairman of the board of the 45- 
station regional skein. In realign 
ing the administrative structure ol 


Lee network to Brown, 


the web, four new v.p.’s were cre 
ated 

They are Donn Tatum, general 
counsel; Pat Campbell, station re 
lations: Ward Ingrim. manager of 
sales, and William D. Pabst. man- 
ager of KFRC, San Francisco 
Named assistant secretary-treasur- 
er was C. J. Marshall. Board of 
directors remains the same with 
Weiss. chairman, Brown, Tatum 
and A. M. Quinn, secretary-treas- 
urer. 


EARLY SENATE OKAY 
ON WEBSTER SEEN 


Washington, May 10. 

Confirmation of the nomination 
by President Truman of Edward M. 
Webster last week for a full seven- 
year term on the FCC is expected 
soon by the Senate. Webster was 
appointed two years ago to fill out 
the unexpired term of former 
Chairman Paul A. Porter which 
expires June 30. The Commissioner 
is highly regarded, particularly 
in the field of international com- 
munications. . 

Webster is an engineer of long 
experience and has been in gov- 
ernment service for more than 25 
years. He has represented the U.S. 
in various international confer- 
ences. He is a native of the Capital 
and is politically an “independent” 
on the Commission. 


—*+ 

















Durr Sidetracked on the Ohio 


Columbus, May 10. 


Slight temblor shaking the Columbus Institute ivory tower this 
vear could be traced to remarks of Clifford J. Durr, erstwhile FCC 
commissioner and now practicing law in Washington, during the 


General Session for which he acted as moderator. 


Possibly skit- 


tish about giving Durr too much free rein for expression of his 


idealism 
“safe” 


Jeffersonian 
signing him to a 
apparently more 


topic 


respectable as 


the Institute resolved the dilemma by as- 
the radio campaign against 


VD. 
parlor conversation this season 


than the civil liberties problems Durr had on his mind 


Durr in 


his own brief statement. 


however, left radio with the 


prickly question of whether the industry was ready to provide full 
and free discussion of all aspects of the academic freedom con- 


state and federal! 
which he felt 


troversy, the 
other issues 
guarantees 


Durr minced no words, saying 
expressed, and association with others, have been officially brought 


within the jurisdiction of our federal police. 


civil service “witch hunts” and 


involve a challenge to constitutional 


“In Washington today thoughts 


Few in public life 


dare say this is wrong. for it is done in the name of preserving our 


freedoms.’ 


Tall, stooped, mild, somewhat 


Lincotnesque in humor and de- 


meanor. Durr was named a “life member” of the IER last year, 


and is a popular figure with educators. 


As one of them pointed 


out. he was virualiy the sole participant of this year’s meet who 
dared kick the IER ostrich in the tail feathers. 


Orders have gone out from 
NBC's executive echelon to whack 
operating budgets to the bone. Ul- 


the 
Cutback is in 
retrenchment 
and in- 
levision 
being trimmed in 
New York Chicago Hollvwood 
and San Francisco to meet the re- 
duced budgets set up for these op- 
erating centers. Television for the 
summer months is also affected and 
not vital to the operation 
are being doubled over to radio 
Production staffs in New York 


timate result 
Saving ot $1,500,000 


line 


hoped-for 


IS 


with general 


; 


due to loss of star comics 


demands of te 


Personnel 


creasing 


is 


those 


and Hollywood, building shows for 
the summer hiatus periods, have 
been instructed to cut corners 


It's considered 
costing 
do strawhat 


wherever possible 
unlikely that programs 
more than $3.500 will 


duty for the network 

\t Radio Citv in N. Y. the cut- 
back is being spread over many 
departments. Travel expenses have 
been clipped and = excess help 
trimmed. Six of the uniformed 
police have been shifted to other 
duties and their posts taken over 
by pages. Spokesmen said that 


“expenses are being watched more 
closely” but no emploves are being 
dropped who are necessary to the 


operation of the many depart- 
ments 
32 Axed In Chi 
Chicago, May 10 
NBC central division axing has 


halted at 32 radio em- 
inside sources report 


temporarily 
ployees, but 
(Continued on page 34) 


NAB ‘Shirt-Sleeve 
Clinic Set for Chi 


Washington, May 10. 
Plans for a three-day “‘shirt- 
sleeve” clinic for station program 


directors to be held in Chicago 
June 27-29 were announced last 
week by the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters. The sessions will be 
held at the downtown campus of 
Northwestern University. 

The clinic will be devoted to im- 
proving program structures at lo- 
cal stations and aiding directors to 
better utilize vailable services. Sub- 
jects to be discussed include news, 
utilization of music. planning for 
television, disk jockey programs, 
special events, sports, farm service 
programming, and programming 
for sales, which will be given a full 
day. 

NAB said the clinic is attracting 
widespread interest among broad- 
casters because programming “in a 
competitive market is assuming 
ever greater importance in captur- 
ing and holding a radio audience.” 
Justin Miller, NAB prexy, will ad- 
dress the delegates. 

The Association has arranged to 
accommodate several hundred di- 
rectors at Northwestern's Abbott 
Hall at nominal rates, in addition 
to those planning to stay at nearby 
hotels. Registration fee for the en- 
tire clinic is $15. 


JOAN DAVIS INTO 
LUX HIATUS TIME 


CBS deal for Joan Davis to star 
in a situation comedy is on again, 
after the web and the comedienne 
had broken off negotiations. The 
net had wanted a long audition pe- 


riod. it is reported, while Miss 
Davis wanted to start the series 
cold Differences were patched, 


however, and the half-hour stanza 
will be inserted in the Monday 
time cleared when “Lux Radio 
Theatre” takes its summer hiatus. 

The net is dropping Goodman 
Ace’s “Mr. Ace & Jane” after the 
May 24 broadcast. Dropping of “It 
Pays to Bc Ignorant” is also under 
discussion, with the possibility that 
the program may be given a trial 
on TY. 
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FCC Moves Due for More Goings-Over 


After Last Week’s Triple-Play K.0. 


+ 


Washington. May 10. 
Increased activity in the courts 
fo test the validity of actions by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission is being anticipated here 


ws a result of a triple-play last 


week by the U. S. court of appeals 


which tagged the Commission out 
on three decisions involving con- 
tested applications for standard 
broadcast stations The lower 
court, in one fell swoop, reversed 
three FCC decisions and remanded 
the eases back to the Commission 
for further proceedings 

Although the court determina- 
tions were on narrow grounds, it 
was expected that they would en- 


courage further appeals of FCC de 
cisions Three reversals at one 
time, it believed, would pro- 
vide an to losing appli- 
cants in contested to start 
Jitigation. Furthermore. the deci- 
sions are not the kind that provide 
material for Supreme Court review 
and the Commission will 
take them lying down 
What the U. S 
of the District of 
fect. said was that the Commission 
must make stronger findings to 
back up involving com- 
parative of qualifi- 


Was 
incentive 


cases 


have to 


court of appeals 
Columbia, in ef- 


decisions 
considerations 


cations of competing applicants, 
that it must do more than “count 
heads.” 

As one official said. “‘the deci- 


sions are not on such grounds as to 
do the Commission harm. They are 
xood decisions and are respected. 
They don't say the Commission is 
wrong. But they do require better 
findings. The Court sets up a good 
standard for decisions.” 

As a result of the court actions, 
the Commission will have to set 
aside construction permits in three 
cases. These are (1) authorization 
to WTNB, Birmingham, of a 5kw 
day, lkw night station to operate 
on 850 kc, appealed by Johnston 
Broadcasting Co.; (2) authorization 
to Allentown (Pa.) Broadcasting 
Corp. of a 250w outlet on 1.230 ke, 
appealed by Easton Publishing Co., 
and (3) authorization to KVLU, 
Lubbock, Tex., of a 5kw day, lkw 
night operation on 790ke, appealed 
by KFYO, Lubbock. which wanted 
to expand its 250w station. 


Problems Posed 


All of the cases go back to the 
Commission for further considera- 
tion and the agency is faced with 


ings for new testimony. The court 
decisions pose another problem: 
what do the permittees do now? 
Two of them may have to suspend 
construction of their stations. The 
third permittee (KVLU) is probably 
in operation. He may be granted 
special authorization to stay on the 
air pending final determination of 
his case. 

It may well be, it was pointed 
out, that the Commission may 
finally come through with the same 
decisions in all three cases but 
they will have to show stronger 
findings to support their conclu- 
sions. 

The court decisions, all written 
by Justice E. Barrett Prettyman, 
supported much of FCC policy on 
which one applicant is favored 
over another—the greater need of 
ene community than another for 
radio service, the preference given 
to an applicant with local resi- 
dence, the comparative appraisal 
of proposed program format, ete. 
But it was in rating the merits of 
One applicant over another on these 
scores that the court found fault 
and required better backing of con- 
clusions. 

In its decision in the Allentown- 
Easton case, the court pointed to 
the increasing importance of com- 
parative hearings as more and more 
frequencies become available. “It 
is important.” it emphasized, “that 
the procedural essentials for the 
cases be established, so that... 
potential applicants . . . may know 
with all possible certainty what the 
applicable rules are.” 

WGYN-FM’s ‘Serenade’ 

“Serenade at Seven.” sponsored 
by the U. S. Treasury Department, 
will debut on WGYN-FM, N. Y., 
Saturday (14). Stanza features 
Marian Lovridge and Martin Rock- 
Jin, vocal duo. Original songs will 
be written by Rocklin and Hal 
Brent. 

John MacDougal will produce. 


-an 





WMCA’s 60-Day Option 


On Notre Dame Gridcasts 


Notre Dame grid sportscasts may 


be carried regularly for the first 
time in New York if WMCA, 
Nathan Straus-owned indie, inks a 
sponsor. Station has a 60-day op 
tion for nine of the 10 Fighting 
Irish games, which are carried by 
a net of midwest indies. Package 
will sell for an estimated $17.000 
with local commercials cued 1n 

Move is in line with Norman 
Boggs’ sports-slanted policy tol 
WMCA 
6,500 at Phil 

UU at FCO 


Return to Jobs 


Philadelphia, May 10 

The week-long stoppage of work 
at 22 Philco plants in this city was 
ended Sunday (8) when Locals 
101 and 102, United Electrical 
Radio and Machine Workers, CIO, 
ratified an agreement with the 
company and voted to return to 
work. 

More than 4.500 members of 
Local 101 trooped back to the com- 
pany’s radio and television plants 
vesterday (9) morning and an- 
other 2,000 members of Locals 102 
returned to the Philco refrigera 
tor plant. 

The dispute was settled without 
the 15-cent-an-hour raise asked by 
the employees. The workers also 
failed to get the pension plan they 
demanded. There was much ob- 
jection on the floor of the meeting 
against accepting the company of- 
fer, but union officials said the 
vote, taken by a show of hands, 
was ratified by better than two-to- 
one. 

According to the union heads, 
the workers return to their jobs 
with no increase in pay, but they 
have the right to ask for a wage 
adjustment in the event a pay pat- 
tern is worked out for the industry 
generally. 
Management 

extra two 


concessions were 
holidays (Washing- 
ton’s Birthday and Easter Mon- 
day). bringing the total number 
of paid holidays a year to eight; 
double pay in addition to holiday 


| pay for those working on holidays, 
the question of reopening the hear- | 


' pense 


to provide at 
“standard 
benefits.” 


STARS TO TWINKLE ON 
TREASURY’S BOND DRIVE 


Hollywood, May 10. 

Brightest galaxy of star talent 
ever assembled for a radio show 
will launch Treasury Department’s 
Opportunity Bond drive May 16 
on all networks. «President Tru- 
man speaks from Washington 

Top picture and radio names, 
brought on the show by Cornwell 
Jackson, radio consultant to Treas- 


and company ex- 


hospitalization 





ury Department, include Red Skel-_ 


ton, Edward G. Robinson, Bob 
Hope, Al Jolson, Jack Benny “and 
Rochester, Jo Stafford, Roy Rog- 


ers, Lrene Dunne, Lionel Barry- 
more, Dorothy Lamour, Hum- 
‘phrey Bogart, Edward Arnold, 


Frank Sinatra, Gene Kelly, Esther 
Williams, Betty Garrett, Nelson 
Eddy and Alan Ladd, who emcees. 


Ukelele Art 


Returns from a space ad by 
the Des Moines Music House, 
Des Moines, lowa, advertising 
ukeleles from $2.98 up and a 
25c five-minute’ instruction 
book have been tremendous. 

The ad used a picture of 
Arthur Godfrey with the cap- 
tion. “If Godfrey Can—You 
Can.” 








Camden's Muny 
Station Cited 
As ‘Intolerant 


Washington, May 10 

that the municipally- 
owned of Camden. N. J 
WCAM) “has manifested an 


A charge 
station 
intol- 

toward an 
of the 


area served,” 


important seg- 
life of the 
in a com- 


erance 
ment religious 
was made 


plaint filed with the FCC yesterday 


9) by the New Jersey Council of 
Christian Churches. The Council 
claimed that WCAM changed its 


policy this year on religious broad- 
casts, allocating all sustaining time 
for the Protestant 


reserved groups 


to the Camden County Ministerial 
16 


sustaining time for its viewpoint. 


Assn. and failing grant it any 


The Council said its member 
churches are of various Protestant 


denominations “which advocate the 


fundamental or conservative theo- 


logical position, and are diametri- 


cally opposed to and_ separated 


the Cam- 
Assn.” as 


from other churches of 
den County Ministerial 
such. it claimed, it is entitled to 
equal time ‘“‘for the same reason 
that an equal hearing is separately 
granted on a sustaining basis to the 
Catholic and Hebrew faiths.” 

The Council protested WCAM’s 
policy which refuses to sell time 
for religious broadcasting but sells 
time ‘‘to other commercial broad- 
casters including racetracks, liquor 
business, cigarette business and 
various political parties, including 
the Communist party.” 

Specifically, the Council pro- 
tested against WCAM’s refusal to 
sell it time for a discussion of ‘‘So- 
cialism and Communism in Reli- 
gion,” a subject which, it said, has 
widespread local interest in view 
of a report by the House Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities. 

The Council asked that WCAM 
be ordered to discontinue its prac- 
tice of “censorship and control” of 
religious program content broad- 
cast on a sustaining basis ‘‘as being 
an unreasonable restraint upon 
freedom of speech and the free 
exercise of religion.” It further 
asked that WCAM’s license be re- 
voked or suspended until the sta- 
tion's policy has been changed. 


WFIL GIFTS TEMPLE 
WITH FAX EQUIPMENT 


Philadelphia, May 10. 
WFIL’s facsimile equipment was 
formally transferred to Temple 
University last week and opera- 





,tions of the Inquirer station’s fax 


programs will be held in the uni- 


'versity’s journalism school. 


Billy Wilgus directs and Ed Hel- | 


wick scripts. Conducting the mu- 
sic is Robert Armbruster and Ken 
Carpenter announces. 





H’woed Buildup Boosts 
Thelma Ritter’s Career 


There's still nothing like a Hol- 
buildup to boost a 
Thelma Ritter, who 
played unbilled parts for years in 
New York radio, including ‘The- 
atre Guild on the Air,” will be fea- 
tured Sunday night (15) in 
“Ladies and Gentlemen.” costar- 
ring Van Heflin and Ida Lupino. 

Since her last appearance on the 
program, Miss Ritter clicked in 
“Miracle on 34th Street” and “Let- 
ter to Three Wives,” and is fea- 
tured in the recently-completed 
“Mother Is a Freshman,” all for 
20th-Fox. 


Ivwood radio 


career. has 


yy 


Roger W. Clipp, general man- 
ager of WFIL, presented a booklet 
defining the purposes of the gift 
to Dr. Robert L. Johnson, Temple 
president. In accordance with the 
terms of the grant, broadcast time 
on WFIL-FM will be provided the 
university t. permit transmission 
of facsimile editions. 

WFIL will supervise operations 
and will make available the serv- 
ices of ‘its engineers and fax staffs 
for training and advisory purposes. 
Original cost of WFIL’s fax equip- 
ment was $45,035. The station has 


long led in the advancement of 
radio education in the collegiate 
field. WFIL established the Tem- 


ple Radio Workshop and formed 
the Philadelphia Inquirer  Col- 
legiate Network, which now em- 
braces the radio stations of Penn- 
sylvania and Temple universities 
and Swartmore, Villanova’ and 
Haverford colleges. 








Worcester, Mass. — Announcer 
Pen Brown returns to the WTAG 
fand FM) staff after a year's stay 


down south for his health, - 


ee) 








From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Arlene Francis addressed Pleasantville School luncheon yesterday 
Morey Amsterdam’s car stolen Monday (9), TV scripts and 
Sidney Reznick has joined Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis writing 
WOR extending its household appliance promotion another 
Sammy Kaye returns tomorrow (‘Thurs.) to cut more disks 
Robert Merrill to Europe in June Mark 
Parade orch to 40 men, auditioning voices for 
Bernard Zwirm upped to radio-TV publicity head 


(Tues.) 
all 
staff 
month 
for his Chrysler stanza 
Warnow building Hit 
new chorus of 12 


for Ruthrauff & Ryan Herb Sheldon publishing mimeoed newspaper 
to hypo his WJZ stanza Arnold Perl scripting “Israel—Year 1!1]” for 
ABC Joe Franklin flying to Coast this weekend to cut interviews 


for his new transcribed Fine-Nelson package, “Main Street Memories” 
Ehrlich-O’Malley, indie packagers, take over production of MBs’ 
“Experience Speaks” Friday (13) Sam Levine taking over produc- 
WOR’s “John Reed King’s Best Girl’ Sylvan Levin. WOR 
director, planes to Cincinnati to do music on WBS’ “The Ayr- 
Air Show” Robert, D. Guthrie, recently with WNEW 
joined WHOM sales promotion department. 

Richard L. Meyer, of Davenport & Meyer, Johannesburg 
and reps of Lourenco Marques radio, in New York for a week on biz 
Richard Drukker, WPAT veepee and treasurer of the Herald-News, 
Passaic, on extended Bermuda vacation Edwin M. Otterbourg. gen- 
eral counsel of the New York Board of Trade, debating today (11) with 
John J. Sheehan, counsel for the AFL and CIO, on “What Should the 
Senate Do With Taft-Hartley?” over WEVD Andree Wallace new to 


tion of 
music 
shire has 


managers 


“Lora Lawton” cast Richard Holland joins “Our Gal Sunday” play- 
ers Earl George and Scott Tennyson added to “Backstage Wife” 
cast Hendrik Booraem has joined McCann-Erickson as executive 
radio producer. 

Milton Berle slated to be cover boy on Time mag WMGM Dill- 
boarding its baseball coverage in Fifth Ave. buses Mrs. Doris Cor- 
with, NBC talks-religious broadcasts director, has joined Assn. of 
Women Broadcasters’ exec committee Larry Lowenstein, WINS 
publicity manager, has joined Richard A. Walsh publicity outfit as 
general manager Weed & Co. appointed sales reps of WJLS and 


“Washington 


WJLS-FM Martin Bush set as host-director of Sq. 
Players,” preeming Sunday (14) on WGHF Joe Weeks, CBS an- 
nouncer, back in town after three-week hiatus at La Jolla, Cal. 


WHOM has inked Modern Industrial Bank for Jewish newscast fteatur- 
ing Arnold Jaffe Robert Q. Lewis doing his CBS comedy stanza 
from Atlantic City this week (9-13) Lennon & Mitchell celebrated 
its silver anniversary with dinner for vet employees. 

Abe Burrows gets into town today (Wed.) to be a regular on new 
CBS full-hour package, “This Is Broadway,’ which starts tonight 
Izetta Jewell, commentator for KCBQ, San Diego, in town cutting re- 
corded interviews with CBS personne! for use on her five-a-week series 

Prudential Insurance renewed its ““Family Hour of Stars” for an- 
other 52 weeks effective June 6 Helen Sioussat, CBS talks director, 


back Monday ‘9) from a weekend at the Kentucky Derby Hugh 
James will again announce CBS’ “Call the Police,’ which replaces 
“Amos ‘n’ Andy” for the summer Stan Freeman, pianist-singer- 


composer of NBC’s “Candlelight Revue,” being set for a series of long- 
hair conducting stints this summer. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


After many a stormy session, Joan Davis and CBS signed the papers 
for a summer sustainer and fall holdover. She still isn’t over her co-op 
burn from last season. Dick Mack will be back as her script editor 
and producer Maxine Anderson, whose father G. M. “Bronco Billy.” 
was the earliest of the western stars, will sample the market with a 
series using her dad’s nom de plume. He may do the narration and 
Karl Schulinger directs the audition from Jerry Brewer’s script 
Don Bernard passing a couple of weeks at the Esty agency in New 
York “Blondie” is getting the Ampex treatment for the next few 
weeks so Hanley Stafford (Mr. Dithers’’) and his wife, Veola Vonn. can 
get away on their long-planned European vacation. They'll be gone 17 
weeks. which means he'll be written out of a dozen or more shows 
Mrs. Bertha Albers, who watches over the exchequer for Young & 
Rubicam in New York. holidaying in the ghost towns of the gold country 
up north with Mildred Heredeen, former office manager of Y & R 
Hollywood stand Harry Ackerman came in off the desert after a 
month with a full dossier of summer shows for CBS Dinah Shere- 
Jack Smith billing dispute was ironed out by having them alternate 
top billing. Show, however, carries the Oxydol tag, which won't show 
up that way in the newspaper logs Robert Hardy Andrews, who has 
been around radio long enough to know his subject intimately. has a 
tome coming out about agencies and soap operas called “Legend of @ 
Lady”’ Erv Staudinger of Warwick & Legler agency planed back to 
New York to report on his contract discussions with Eddie Cantor. He's 
returning in two weeks with Pabst’s counter proposal Meredith 
Willson and CBS are talking a deal for the summer span Jack Kirk- 
wood came out of his five-week confinement 80 pounds lighter and on 
him it looks better Don Thornburgh was honored at Indiana Home- 
coming banquet for his contribution to “Americanism in radio.” A 
Hoosier they can be proud of Mike Roy and Riley Jackson cut & 
new quizzer, ‘Three Ring Circus.” for Don Lee-Mutual Ed Nathan 
moved up as western division editor of CBS.... Fred Harman came in 
from his hideout high in the Colorado mountains to defend comic 
strips on “Press Conference” Good old Ampex. Ann Rutherford, 
who plays “Blondie,” wanted to go to the Indianapolis auto races 80 
Producer Glen Taylor obliged by taping the show....At one of the 
big agencies, the gals take time out in the afternoon to munch cones 
while Tony Martin melts the cream a little faster with his recorded 
crooning Dee Engelbach and Lynn Murray pulled out of NBC's im- 
pending James Mason dramatics when the net demanded full owner- 
ship to Murray's compositions, which both resented. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Bob White, ABC central division public service director, at Ohio 
State U. radio conclave in Columbus. ...WBBM has added the Skylarks 
to the musical staff. Members are Elaine Rodgers, Gene O’Brien, Pat 
Weaver and Maury Jackson WGN disker Bill Evans on pleasure trip 
to Kentucky Derby as guest of Sunroc Corp....Grace O'Dell, Ted Me- 
Loney, Alan Axtell and John Nilsen of Chi Radio Sales in Minneapolis 
on biz NBC engineering replacements for summer are Al Johnson, 
Bill Feemster, Art Hacker, Hal Whitteberry, Hal Beddingfield, Vince 
Hultman, Bob Ringer and Wilbur Powell....Singer Adele Norman 
guesting on WGN’'s “Northerners” NAB veepee Jess Willard sparked 
last week's joint luncheon of Chi Radio Management club and Chi Fed- 
erated Ad clubs. Gene Filip, John Claude and Lee Bennett of WGN 
special service department collaborated in airing Willard’s talk later 
the Same day (4) Tommy Bartlett, emcee of ABC’s “Welcome Trav- 
elers,’ made surprise visit to Kiel, Wis., to hypo biz of a local shoe- 
maker via hidden microphone stunt. Recording was later aired over 
the net... C. Ross Littig, Jr., of J. Walter Thompson agency. off on 
eastern swing to line up appearances for the ABC Breakfast Club 
Lou Cowan's Quiz Kids teed off versus their mothers Sunday (8) in aD 
1.Q. showdown test WBBM fishing trip in Michigan produced win- 
ning catches for general manager Frank Falknor, producer Heeper 
White, flack director Don Kelley and announcers Jim Conway, Art 
Mercier and George Watson. 
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Orphans inthe TV Storm = BARR AWS IDFA 
| 
: | : 
Philadelphia. May 10. | 
First Radox television reports, based on 34 sample video homes I 
in the Philadelphia area, reveal for the first time that a TV show 
be on the air without a single viewer. Several programs i 
aired by various Philly stations Sunday night (8) between 6:30 and 
9:30 came up with sets in use figure of zero, with other shows point- Television is taking another leaf 
ing up a sharp fluctuation in number of sets tuned in from the film austen es book 
Radox prez Al Sindlinger conceded the sample might be too test previews for its new shows 
draw any permanent conclusions, but insisted results Basic idea is to get audience reac 


small to 
shown are reliable. 


For one thing, he 


said, the 34 sets to which 


Radox measurement devices are attached are distributed through- 


out the city and spread among all income groups 
same results have been noted the last several weeks 


In addition, the 
Sindlinger 


said 50 more TV homes will be added to the sample group by the 
end of this week, with 100-150 homes scheduled by the end of the 


summer. 


Figures represent the average sets in use, based on a percentage 


of the 34 sampled. 


Illustrative of the results is the 6:30 to 6:45 p.m. 
period, when the sets in use total was 19.2 


During that time 


WFIL-TV, carrying ABC-TV’s “Singing Lady,” copped the entire 


viewing audience. 


Both WPTZ, with NBC-TV’s “Act 


It Out” and 


WCAU-TY, carrying locally-originated film shorts. had a rating of 


ZCrO 


On the 8 to 8:15 segment, sets in use averaged 40.1. of which 
WCAU-TV, with “Toast of the Town,” 


had 36.5. WPTZ, carrying 


“Lambs Gambol,” came up with a 2.4 for that segment and WFIL- 
TV, with a weekly news review show, had a 1.2. 








Pressure Put.on FCC to Lift TV 


Freeze by Partial UHF Allocation 


Washington, May t0. 
The first serious proposal to allo- 
cate part of the ultra high frequen- 
cy band now for television and 
defer tull-scale UHF for three to 
five years was advanced last week 


+ 


in a plan calling for an immediate 


lifting of the video freeze. 

It is expected that, in view of 
growing impatience over the pro- 
longation of the freeze, the pro- 
posal may arouse further overtures 
to the Federal Communications 
Commission to break up the TV 
logjam. 

Last week FCC Chairman Wayne 
Coy estimated it would be another 
three or four months before the 
freeze can be lifted, but even this 
target, which would mean that the 
suspension~ of processing applica- 
tions will have been in force a 
year, is considered optimistic in 
radio engineering circles. If the 
resumption of licensing of stations 
is to be tied in with full-scale UHF 
allocations, some sources believe, 
Coy is still being optimistic. 

It is on this premise-and in the 
belief that it will be in the best 
interests of television that full- 
scale UHF be held up that the 
radio law firm of Haley, MtKenna 
& Wilkinson submitted in behalf 
of the Helm Coal Co. of York, Pa. 
(WNOW), a video applicant, a pro- 
posal that part of the UHF band 
be allocated now for those cities 
which have no or too few channel 
assignments. The 12 channels now 
being used for video in the very 
high frequency (VHF) band, they 
contend, would amply take care of 
the rest of the country for some 
years. 

The Helm proposal was sent to 

(Continued on page 35) 


Am. Tobacco Eyes 
New Quiz Show 


American Tobacco this week 
auditioned a new high-budgeted 
audience participation quiz show, 
packaged by indie producer Martin 
Gosch. No time or network have 
yet been selected but it’s believed. 
that, if the show makes the grade. 
it might be slotted in midsummer 
in Lucky Strike’s 9:30 to 10 period 
Friday nights on NBC-TV web. 

That time is presently occupied 
by “Your Show Time,” series of 
half-hour dramatic films produced 
for Luckies by Marshall 
Realm Productions in Hollywood. 
Series has 10 more weeks to play 
to complete its first 26-week pe- 
nod, which would take it into the 
middle of July. Ciggie outfit paid 
$8.500 per film for the first 26 and 
the Producers have boosted the 
price to a reported $11.000 under 





hew contract terms. Whether a 
new deal will be signed has not 
been determined. Agency for 


Luckies is N.W. Ayer. 





NBC’s Kudo for Berle 


NBC execs are aware of the 
race between Time and News- 
week for cover stories on Mil- 
ton Berle, and company top- 
pers state that “Berle concedes 
he ‘borrows’ gags, but admit- 
tedly so switches and improves 
on them until it’s virtually 
new material.” 

But what NBC likes most is 
that (1) he has maintained 
scrupulous attention to his ma- 
terial, eschewing any dubious 


nitery ‘‘business;” and (2), 
since “vou can't police § ad 
libs” it’s to the comedian's 
credit he has never forgotten 
himself. 


Arena Theatre 
‘Idea Spreads To. 
TV for Romeo 


Use of an arena theatre, a new 
concept in modern dramatic shows, 
will get its television shakedown 
presentation Sunday night (15) 
when NBC-TV stages Shakespeare's 
“Romeo and Juliet’? as part of its 
Drama Theatre series. Play will 
be produced by national production 
manager Warren Wade, who con- 
ceived adaptation of the idea to TV. 

Arena presentation has _ been 
used by various playhouse groups 
in various parts of the country. 





| It employs no conventional prosce- 
i nium, with the audience seated on 
‘all four sides of the actors. thereby 


' dimensional 


true three- 
For the tele 


the action a 
effect. 


giving 


| adaptation, Wade will station two 


Grant- | 


cameras on a platform above the 
actors’ heads, which will be shoot- 
ing down, and two others at stage 
level. Action will be continuous, 
with none of the standard between- 
acts intervals and with no curtains. 

Albert McCleery, head of Ford- 
ham Univ.’s drama school. is to 
serve as techni-adviser on Sunday 
night’s offering. Wade plans to use 
the technique, as well as other TV 
innovations, from time to time dur- 
ing the summer on the Drama The- 
atre, or as long as the series re- 
mains on a Sustaining basis to per- 
mit experimentation. 





Cavanaughs Switch 
Chicago, May 10. 

Oldtime radio performers Eddie 
and Fanny Cavanaugh have en- 
tered the tele tield with a 15-min- 
ute, twice-weekly show titled 
“Window Shopping” via WBKB. 
Test screening was last week (6). 

Format wil! be participation 
plugs with demonstrations, mixed 
with folksy chatter. 


to determine 
enough to 
Slotting or 


tion to the programs 
whether they're good 
merit a Class A time 
as in the case of films, to determine 


whether they need revisions In 
fact, the only point at which the 
test runs differ from films’ sneak 
previews is that they are an 
nounced in advance. 

Pacing the TV industry in the 
new setup has been NBC-TY. al- 
though the vcther webs have also 


used the technique on various oc 
casions. Similar ideas have seldom 
been attempted in standard radio 
Only instance of recent note was 
the actual “sneak” given by CBS 
to its new house package, “The 
World Is Our Beat.” That program 
was thrown on the air at midnight 
several weeks ago with no advance 
ballyhoo, for audience’ reaction 
purposes. Radio industry, other 
wise, has been content for the most 
part to allocate a sustaining slot 
for a new package, in the hopes 
that it can gain sufficient audience 
and sponsor approval while on the 
air to snare a bankroller 
Emphasis being placed on the 
technique by NBC-TV reflects the 


film background and training of 
national program chiet Norman 
Blackburn. Web has decided tiat 


the necessary outlay of coin to get 
a new house package on the air 
once or twice is well worth the re- 
sults, which pay off in more ways 
than audience reaction. For one 
thing, because of the inherent 
visual nature of TV, it has usually 
been found necessary for the webs 
actually to put a show on the air 
for showcasing to sponsors. Thus. 
the test runs usually serve as a 
good presentation to interested 
agencies and their clients. 

In addition, most such tests are 
| kinescoped during their broadcast. 
Webs can use the kine prints for 
| sales promotion purposes, to show 
agencies both in N. Y. and othe: 
parts of the country exactly how 
the program emerges on the screen. 
Kine is particularly necessary for a 
potential sponsor without repre- 
sentation either in N. Y. or in any 
city on the inter-connected net- 
work. Prints, too, can be shipped 
around to non-interconnected sta- 
tions for their use in pitching to 
local sponsors, or merely as time- 
fillers. 

Latest instance of NBC-TV’s use 
of the idea was the on-the-air audi- 
tion Monday night (9) of the new 
half-hour variety program starring 
comic «Jackie Gleason. While the 
show was aired on the full net- 
work, no plans have been made to 
give it a permanent time slot. Web 
also tested the Sammy Kaye “So 
You Want to Lead a Band” pro- 
gram and plans to do the same with 
the upcoming shows starring Lisa 
Kirk and Jane Pickens. “Leave It 
to the Girls,” which was originally 
tested via the preview run, has 
since been given its own time slot. 
It is now aired Wednesday nights 
in the 8 to 8:30 period. 


KING, SEATTLE, 3756 
PURCHASE OF KRSC-TV 


Seattle, May 10. 

KING, indie station here. has 
acquired from KRSC, subject to 
FCC approval, the latter's televi- 
sion and FM equipment and facili- 
ties at a cost of $375,000, according 
to an announcement by Mrs. S 
Scott Bullitt, principal owner oi 
KING, and P. K. Leberman, prin- 
cipal owner of Radio Sales Corp.., 
the company operating KRSC-TV. 

The purchase gives KING the 
television operation of KRSC-TV 
town's lone. video station, which 
has been in operation since Nov. 25, 
1948, and which is nearing the 
black side of the ledger in opera- 
tion according to those in the 
know. Reason given by Leberman 
for the sale is that it is too difficuit 
to be involved in the video Gpera- 
tion here and his eastern radio 
j operations. 
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CBS Exiting Tournament of Champions 
To Share Garden Bouts With NBC? 


Reprising a Theme 
that a still 
20th-Fox to buy 


Reports deal is 


cooking for 


out the ABC network, renew- 
ed last week bv the debut of 
two 20th film series on ABC 


have again been 
scotched by 20th prez Spyros 
P. Skouras He declared this 
week that. “once and for all 
the deal is cold, reiterating 
that it was simply a matter of 
20th refusing to meet ABC 
board chairman Edward J 
Noble’s asking price of $22.- 
000,000 for the network 
Skouraes revealed that at 
tempts had been made _ to 
work out some kind of a stock- 


television 


swapping arrangement with 
Noble, but said that too had 
fallen through. It is believed 
20th’s top offer was $15,000.- 
000 New 20th films which 
bowed in via ABC-TV Thurs- 
day night (8) were “Crusade 


in Europe,” produced for 20th 
by the March of Time, and the 
five-minute “News Story of the 
Week.” produced by 20th on 
its own 


Hooper, Nielsen 
Slugfest Takes 
A Video Turn 


C. FE. Hooper’s decision last week 
to launch network TV Hooperat 
ings starting in June is regarded 
in the trade as a major push bys 
the outfit to get the jump on A. C 





Nielsen and other audience meas 
urement services which Hooper 
has been forced to buck in radio. 


While the others have already be 
gun taking TV measurements their 
activities to date have been con 
fined to the local field. Hooper thus 
becomes the first to step out into 
the national TV rating service. 
New service, first of which will 
be published June 23 for all pro- 
grams broadcast in May, will be 
based on random sampling, instead 
of being confined to TV homes 
only. In that way, Hooper pointed 
out, it will be possible to measure 
a program's share of the total radio 
and tele audience, as well as its 
(Continued on page 34) 








Vim Stores to Sponsor 


Benny Rubin TV Show 


“Benny's Place,” new half-hour 
comedy series” starring Benny 
Rubin, tees off Monday (16) on the 
N.Y. Daily News’ WPILX with Vim 
Stores in the sponsor's seat. Rubin 
will be cast as owner of a lunch 
room, with Greek — dialectician 
Klaine Arden, comedienne Janice 
Walker and comics Milt Morse and 
Allen Walker featured. 

Talent agent Jerry Rosen pro- 
duces, with Joe Bolton announcing 
and Eddie Nugent directing. Rubin 
is also starred currently on NBC- 
TV's “Benny Rubin Show,” bank- 
rolled by Bona-Fide Mills. 


WKY-TV Bows June 6 


Oklahoma City, May 10. 
Television makes its formal 
debut here June 6, when WKY-TV 
takes the air slightly more than 
a year since it received its con- 
struction permit. Station to date 
has signed affiliation pacts with 
both ABC and CBS and is now 
negotiating with the other TV net- 
works 
Studio has been set up in the 
Municipal Auditorium’s Little 
Theatre and has been provided 
with five cameras. Station has a 
custom-built bus for use in remote 
pickups, which is now being 
, equipped. 





— 


CBS 


bowing 


was reported 
one-third part- 
nership interest in the Tourna- 
ment of Champions to cut in on 
prize fights and other top sports 
events staged by the Madison Sq 
Garden Corp. in conjunction with 
the new outfit formed last week to 
replace Mike Jacobs’ 20th Century 
Sporting Club 
While CBS 
events trom 
the veal 
broadcasters 


this week 


out of its 


has televised some 
the Garden during 

along with other 
the fights promoted 


including the cham- 


last 


by Jacobs 


pionship bouts staged at outside 
arenas. have been carried on an 
exclusive basis for the last three 
vears by NBC-T\ Latter web has 
had an iron-bound contract with 
the Garden and Gillette Safety 
Razor, which sponsors. That con- 
tract, however, expires May 31. 
Since the Garden is now to work 
with the new promoting outfit and 
since CBS owns a minority inter- 


est in the Garden Corp., it is be- 


lieved all future fights staged by 
the Garden will be divided be- 
tween NBC and CBS 


Further credence was lent to the 
reports this week when CBS-TV's 
“Studio One,” series of full-hour 
legilers, was slotted in the 
Wednesday night 10 to 11 period, 
under Westinghouse’ sponsorship. 
That time has heretofore been 
1eld by CBS-TV for its T. of C. 
fights, staged at Manhattan Cen- 
tre. N. Y. Web to date has made 
no announcement that a new time 
would be allocated the T. of C 
bouts, leading to the rumor that 
CBS would bow out of that setup 
entirely 

New arrangement with the Gar- 
den has not vet been clarified but 
the outfit replacing 20th Century 
will be associated with the Inter- 

(Continued on page 35) 


NBC-TV, Directors 


Face Showdown 


NBC-TV refused Monday (9) to 
recognize the Radio-Television Di- 
rectors Guild as bargaining agent 
for directors, associate directors 
and floor managers and has been 
given until today (Wed.) to recon- 
sider or else face RTDG action. 

The network reps, headed by 
Ernest de la Ossa, demanded 
Guild certification by the National 


Labor Relations Board and de- 
clared they would not negotiate 
for “supervisory” employees, 


among whom they listed directors, 
associate directors and floor man- 
agers. In reply the Guild pointed 
out that this excluded all its mem- 


bers. even if the union secured 
NLRB certification. 
Robert. Louis Shayon, prez of 


the New York local, told Variety, 
“The RTDG has just gone through 
a long negotiation with ABC-TV. 
Last vear ABC took the identical 
position that NBC now takes, but 
lost out in a test of strength with 
the Guild and recently agreed to 
a pact granting full and unquali- 
fied recognition to Guild directors, 
associates and floor managers, with 
minimum pay scales and condi- 
tions similar to those the Guild 
has with CBS-TV. NBC is start- 
ing the old run-around It wants 
to see some muscle—and_ will 
shortly.’ 

The RTDG has AM pacts with 
the four nets in N. Y., Chi and 
L. A., and TV pacts with ABC and 
CBS. It has been recognized by 
and is negotiating with ad agencies 
and package producers for a na- 
tional AM freelance contract. 


Gordon’s Du Mont Tieup 


Legit producer Max Gordon has 
signed with DuMont as a special 
program consultant in a move seen 
as the latest DuMont attempt to 
bring its broadcast operations up 
on a par with its manufacturing 
setup. 

Gordon will continue his legit 
activities. 
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BBD&O 


Crystal-Balling on Video 


Shows Webs, Advertisers at Variance 





A wide gap exists between ad- + 


— Gorgeous Geo. Gives In 


vertisers and agency toppers, who 
feel that tele time and facilities 
costs will eventually become | 
roughly comparable with current 
radio costs, and network biggies, | 
who estimate future video rates 
from two to five times greater than 
the AM nick. The sharp difference 
of opinion is revealed in a survey 
on television's future, prepared by 
BBD&O agency after interviews 
with 35 network, manufacturing, 
trade press, advertising and finan- 
cial leaders. 

Typical of the web comment was 
one view that TV will cost five 
times the AM rate “because coaxiai 
cable charges are enormous. So 
are film costs. So are operation 
costs of individual stations.” An- 
other opinion was that video “will 
cost more, but not enough more to 
price tele out of the market. TV 
will justify higher rates on 
added impact and selling power.” 

The prophets, who are — using 
“some of the best crystal balls 


its | 


available at present,” saw TV be-| 


coming more important than radio 
in five years. Their forecasts, con- 
tained in a 43-page booklet pub- 
lished by BBD&O, added that tele 
will not kill off radio, although 
most agreed “there'll be some 
changes made.” Among the possi- 
bilities mentioned were fewer net- 
works, with greater use of regional 
webs, rural radio and local sta- 
tions. One prediction was that 
there would be only “two AM net- 
works, one programmed for mar- 
kets with video, the other for 
markets without video.” The be- 


lief that TV will not hurt daytime 


radio was also stressed. 
50° as Costly 
The industry leaders said that 
TV programs will cost more than 
(Continued on page 34) 


Y&R's Cuffo TV 


Shows for 0'seas 


American video may be the first 
in the world to step out on an in- 
ternational basis. At Young & 





Cleve. Union Trouble 
In New TV Flareup 
On Anvil Revue Pickup 


Cleveland, May 10. 
For the second time within a 
month, the City of Cleveland drew 





Wrestler Gorgeous George, who | 


refused to permit his recent New | 
York debut at Madison Square | 
Garden to be televised, will be un- 
veiled to N.Y. televiewers for the 
first time tomorrow night (Thurs.), 
when his bout with Michele Leone 
will be carried by the N.Y. Daily 


News’ WPIX from Ridgewood 
Grove. 
Pickup is one of a series of 


wrestling shows sponsored over 
WPIX by Ripley Clothes. 


TV Personnel 
Now One-Tenth 
Of AM-FM Siz 


Washington, May 10. 

Television stations and networks 
are already employing one-tenth 
of the number of persons in the 
total AM-FM industry, National 
Assn. of Broadcasters reporteck yes- 
terday (9). A survey by Richard P. 
Doherty, director of employer- 
employee relations, disclosed that 
57 stations had 3,456 fulltime and 
approximately 1,000 parttime em- 
ployees in February. 

Adding stations planning to go 





‘on the air soon, he said, the total 


| 
} 


} 
| 
| 
| 


Rubicam, agency on the hour-long | 
Fred Waring CBS-TV stanza, top- | 


pers are mulling details of offering 
the General Electric show cuffo to 
foreign tele outlets. 

The agency reasons that in the 
video field there will be shows of 
international interest, 
programs of local and national ap- 
peal. 
show, presenting good American 
music, will click in overseas areas 
and that it is the first really inter- 
national video series. Kinescopic 
recordings would be made avail- 
able free to the BBC in London, 
the French tele outlet in Paris and 
other European video stations, and 
to the Mexican and Brazilian TV 
stations when the latter go on the 
air. Presentation would be a ges- 
ture of international goodwill, but 
General Electric would gain from 
the plugs abroad as it has consider- 
able overseas sales. 

Y&R is currently discussing the 
proposal with the unions involved, 
to make certain that there will be 
no labor snarls. Another problem 
is whether the BBC, which has no 
commercial programs, would ac- 
cept a sponsored show, but the 
agency feels any possible objec- 
tions.can be met. Language, of 
course, may cause another snag, 
but it’s pointed out that dubbing 
of foreign dialog has reached an 
advanced stage and Paris studios 
can handle dubbing of a full-length 
feature in a day. 


WLW-T’S 161%, HIKE 
IN COM’L. ACCOUNTS 


Cincinnati, May 10. 

Crosley’s WLW-T had 73 spon- 
sors during April, compared to 57 
in March, 40 in February and 35 
in January, for a 161% gain in 
four months and the highest spon- 
sor total in the station's 15-month 
commercial history. 

Dollar volume also reached a 





as well as) 


It feels that the Waring. 


will be around 4,000, in addition 
to a considerable number of free- 
lance actors, singers and other tal- 
ent employed directly by agencies. 

The average television station 
payroll was found to be $4,310 per 
week and the average network pay- 
roll, for New York City operations 
only, approximately $29,500 a week. 

The typical video station was 
found to have 46 fulltime employ- 
ees. Half of station staffs are 
technical, 8% work in the film de- 


partment, 22% on programming, | 
the remainder on administration 
and sales. 





Anti-Suds Can. Clergy 
Wary of TV; Cite Buffalo 


Toronto, May 10. 
With clergymen here graphic- 
ally describing brewer-sponsored 


TV programs from Buffalo as re-| 


ceived by Ontario TV setowners, 


the United Church of Canada| 
(Presbyterians and Methodists) | 
went on record in convention as 


being fully behind the federal gov- 
ernment 
country under control of the Can- 
adian Broadcasting Corp. 


Ministers described the TV vis- | 


sion so realistically of a huge 
bottle of beer being poured into a 


glass that tantalized clergymen ir- | 


reverently smacked their lips. Dr. 
Harold Young, chairman of the 
convention, said, “This is what 


Buffalo TV stations are beaming 


every five minutes to TV setown- | 


‘ers. If that is what television in 


private hands will be like in Can- | 


ada, we must throw our weight 
behind public control through the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp” 





Franklin Winds First of 
30-Min. “Tall Tales’ for 6G 


Hollywood, May 10. 
Franklin Television Productions 


{has completed initialer in film se- 


new high, M. F. “Chick” Ailison, | 


sales chief, reported. 


Television set estimates for May | 


1 were 23,000 in the Cincy area 
and 5,300 in the Dayton area and 
5,800 in the Columbus area, all 
served by separate Crosley video 


ees 


6949294 COctéBer oF ree aeet 


ries titled ‘““Arabella’s Tall Tales.” 
John Franklin turned 30-minute 
pic out for $6,000 and will handle 
entire 26-week series at same cost. 
Pix are being offered for sponsor- 
ship at $8,500. 

Film features juve radio and 
screen thesps Jeanine Roose, Peter 
Fields, Ann Whitfield, Curtis Jack- 
son, Elaine Marie Joncas, Michael 
Miller and Bobby Taylor. 
lin produced the film which Ver- 
non Keays directed and Violet 
Moss scripted. 





Birmingham — WAFM-T\V, Bir- 
mingham, television station of 


in placing TV in this) 


Frank- | 


a brass ring in the labor-WEWS- 
Public Auditorium squabble. 
WEWS was finally given the go- 
ahead to telecast the City Club’s 
Annual Anvil Revue, but it took 
a personal statement from Mayor 
Thomas Burke to flash the go- 
ahead. A similar occurrence 
transpired on April 1, when the 
AFL stage crew refused to work 


with WEWS non-union personnel | 


telecasting the UNESCO speech of 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt. 

The stage crews,Mad said they 
won’t work alongside non-union 


|men and throw the necessary elec- 


tric switches, ete. The Mayor had 
to intercede. 

For the Anvil Revue, WEWS, 
working through proper channels, 
secured a telecast okay from the 
Club and from Paul Hurd, com- 
missioner of Public Auditorium. 
In a subsequent exchange of let- 
ters, between Hurd and J. Harri- 
| son Hartley, WEWS = manager, 
| Hurd maintained that he could not 
| permit telecasting if there would 
| be any indication of labor unrest 
land interference with the show. 
| Hartley replied that as far as his 
| staff was concerned he could offer 
such assurance, but he couldn't 
speak for the city’s staff at the 





'aud. Hurd, in turn, could not offer | 


‘similar assurance, and so Hartley, 
refusing to spend several hundred 
| dollars in preparing for the show, 
called off all plans. 

| Late Friday, Mayor Burke step- 
ped into the picture, assuring the 
station it would not encounter any 
| difficulty with the Hall’s union 
| staff. 


MPA’s Survey 
Of Video To Be 
Three-Pronged 


Washington, May 10. 
Motion Picture Assn’s survey of 
| television—how it can hurt and 
|help the film biz—begins to shape 








up preliminarily into studies along | 


three lines. 

Chief question currently being 
| considered, it is understood, is pro- 
duction of material for video by 
| the film studios. Feeling is that if 
Hollywood fails to grab a front seat 
'on this bandwagon it may be left 
in the lurch by new companies 
springing up exclusively to make 
pictures for television. 

Second prong of the survey will 
deal with theatre television, and 
the third with television in the 
home. So far as the technical end 
is concerned, MPA feels it is well 
| set. 
gineers, now getting ready to add 
“Television” to its monicker, in- 


cludes some of the top technical | 


experts in the field. 
Still to come up are various eco- 
nomic phases of television and how 
they will hit the motion picture 
producer and exhibitor. This issue 
is not yet ready for consideration 
by the MPA committee, headed by 
Jack Cohn of Columbia Pictures. 
Interesting quirk is that, al- 
though Edward L. Cheyfitz, 


MPA, is secretary of the survey | 
headquarters in | 


|committee, MPA 
| Washington does not even own a 
| television set where shows can be 
| watched and studied. 

Also being searched for now are 
the missing reports of other indus- 
try surveys. The old Hays or- 
ganization made two surveys along 
about 1938 and 1940. 
up of MPA has not seen these re- 
ports and does not know where 
they are. However, it would like 
to see them. 


HAROLD KEMP ON OWN 





INTO TV PRODUCTION 


Harold Kemp, vet bigtime vaude- 
‘ville booker, dating back to the 
| Keith-Albee days, is now in tele- 
vision production on his own in 
| New York. : 

radio agencies, last with Dancer, 
Fitzgerald & Sample, coming into 


Warners Wants Out on Chi TV, But 
Assures FCC on Coast Aspirations 





TV as State’s Evidence 


Chicago, May 10. 
Television went to court last 





Society of Motion Picture En- | 


of | 


Present set- | 


Showman has been with several | 


week (2) in Chi criminal court to 
help prosecute a robbery suspect 
on trial. Newsreel filmed by 
WGN-TV cameramen was_ sub- 


poenaed by State’s Attorney John 


Boyle for court showing. 

| Film showed suspect Jerry Malek 
confessing to a June, 1948 robbery. 
When Malek later repudiated his 
confession, WGN-TV film was bor- 
rowed from station files to al 

in the prosecution. Station camera- 
men also went along as prosecu- 
tion witnesses to help rule out the 
defendant’s charges of confession 
under duress. 


Video Gangs Up 
In Philly Court 


Vs. Censoring 


Philadelphia, May 10. 
Television industry paraded sorne 
of its top network, ad agency and 
‘indie talent through the witness 
‘stand in the Federal district court 








here today (Tues.) for the second | 


session of its legal fight against 
'state censorship of TV films. Wit- 
nesses pounded across a raft of ar- 
guments on the retarding effects 
| such censorship would have on 
|tele’s growth, maintaining at the 
same time that since video was car- 
|ried across state borders, local and 
| state censor boards had no legal 


te ‘ P ° ‘ 
| *Spearhea over programming. 
| 


Spearheading the fight, whose 
outcome is expected to have far- 
reaching implications, was J. Wal- 
;ter Thompson veepee 
| Reber. Underlining how TV has 
existed under a system of self-im- 
| posed censorship until now. Reber 


declared that such apparently un- | 


| important organizations as_ the 


| Laundrymen’s Assn. presented 

much tougher programming ob- 
| Stacles than would state censor 
| boards. 


Warren S. Shelly, veepee of the 
|N. W. Ayer’ad agency, also ob- 
| jected to the proposed state cen- 
sorship, averring that TV could not 
afford to give up five seconds of a 
(Continued on page 35) 


KLAC-TV Retrenches; 
Lops 7 Shows, 6 Staffers 


Hollywood, May 10. 
KLAC-TV has sliced seven shows 
from its schedule and given no- 
| tice to six members of its staff. 
Station execs related that move is 
strictly a summer precaution. Out- 
let will be dark on Monday nights. 
Chopped from the line-up are: 








John Slott’s “Hollywood Little 
Theatre,” Irwin Allen’s “Holly- 
wood Merry-Go-Round.’ Gina 
Janss show, Adoline Hanson's 
'“Clef Dwellers,” David Street’s 
“Melody, Ine.” and “Mickey 


O’Day” show. Mal Boyd’s “Punch 
With Buddy” has also been can- 
/celled out by station. Don Otis’ 
| show, which pulls more top names 
than any other layout on station 
has been trimmed from 60 min- 
, utes to 30 minutes. KLAC has 
/cut personnel in its art, stage and 
lighting departments. 

The only Monday programming 
will come when baseball, for which 
station has contracted, falls on that 
night. 


Cleve’s TV Upbeat 


Cleveland, May 10. 
| A sensational spurt in television 
sales was recorded in the Greater 
Cleveland area during April with 
the placement of 13,708 new sets 
in homes and public places, 
This brings the estimated total 
in the area to 52,383 sets according 
to a survey made jointly by West- 
i hap ston University and the 
owns two TV station: /EWS : 
| WNBK. tions, WEWS and 





| April sales surpassed the former 
high for any other month. Of the 
total sets, over 92° are in homes. 


WAPI, CBS radio affiliate here,| that outfit when it merged with | Distributors report a continuing 


becomes a full primary affiliate of 
CBS television network, early 


oS) PRs owns e405 75 


|another agency. Kemp left the 


ce 


/heavy demand for sets with the ad- 


in DFS outfit to go into business on vent of baseball telecasting sti 
“Piero e : : : : stimu- 
? Le RPESS PO METINE. ttenasti tees: 8 : 


,eeee 


John U.)\ 


_ Warner Bros. backed up part of 
its recent Hollywood statement 
| that it was abandoning its teleyj. 
|sion plans by formal withdrawal 
last week of its station application 
|in Chicago. Through its Washing- 
ton counsel, Marcus Cohn, WB ad. 
vised the FCC it can’t wait for the 
|'mills of the FCC to grind. 

It looks like it will take up to two 
years to get a decision on the 
Windy City bid, it said, which is 
too long to tie up properties and 
personnel for planning for a 
hoped-for permit. 

However, Warners informed the 
; Commission it wants to go through 
with its deal with Mrs. Dorothy 
Thackrey for purchase of her Cal- 
ifornia radio and television prop- 
erties. The firm offered no ex- 
planation of its earlier statement 
that it was giving up a $50,000,000 
video program because FCC had 
“absolutely refused” to approve the 
| Thackrey _ transfer. It merely 

wanted to “assure” the Commis- 

sion, “because of recent conflicting 
statements in the trade press,” that 
it fully intends to go ahead with 
the acquisition of KLAC and 
KLAC-TV in Los Angeles and 
, KYA in San Francisco. 

| In a petition to dismiss its Chi- 
cago TV application, Warners said 
that when it filed for a permit over 
a year ago it anticipated action in 
“a reasonable period of time” and 

(Continued on page 35) 


' Washington, May 10. 
i 





Philly's TV Set 


Sales Bonanza 


Philadelphia, May 10. 

Sales of television receivers in 
the Philadelphia area skyrocketed 
to 233% above last year’s figures 
during the first three months of 
1949, according to a survey made 
| by the Electrical Assn. of Phila- 
| delphia. 
| A total of 37,392 television sets 
were sold in this area during the 
first three months of 1949, as com- 
| pared with 11,228 during the same 
period last year. The breakdown 
of sales by month this year was: 
Jan., 8,247; Feb., 12,375, and 
March, 16,770. The total retail 
value of the sales for this period 
was $15,045,866. The average price 
per receiver was $402, a decline 
from the 1948 figures, when the 
average price per set was $457. 

The tremendous volume of in- 
| Stallations during March has had 
a boom effect on the video situ- 
ation locally. WCAU-TV revised 
_its rate card with sharp increases 
in every time classification and 
there is strong likelihood the other 
| Stations will follow the lead. Even 
the modest estimates place the 
/number of sets in operation at the 
end of April as Well over 150.000. 
| The Electrical Assn. keeps a 
Statistical chart of set sales. The 
number of sets in this area up to 





Dec. 1, 1947, were 18,672. Total 
sales for 1948 were 82,606. With 
37,392 sets sold during January, 
February and March, the total 


number of receivers in operation 
_at the end of March was 138.670. 

| The report of the Electrical 
Assn. covers all standard makes, 
and the area is that covered by the 
Philadelphia stations—WCAU-TV, 
WFIL-TV and WPTZ. 


Cleve. Set Owners Get 60 
Days to Ground Aerials 


Cleveland, May 19. 

Television set owners here have 
been given 60 days to ground their 
| aerials or else face arrest by city 
officials. 

Otto E. Radtke, chief electrical 
inspector for the eity, followed up 
the warning given earlier by the 
building inspector that aerials not 
grounded are a hazard. Further- 
more, Radtke said that aerials must 
be grounded outside of buildings 
on pipe at least six feet long driven 
into the soil. TV aerials cannot 
be grounded to water piping syS- 
‘tems entering the building, \ hich 
are being ruled a hazard to life and 
property. Aerials attached to chim- 
neys with approved metal stamps 
do not require guy wire supports 
-unless they extend ten feet above 


‘the chimney. Fastenings attached 
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16th ANNUAL 





“ARIETY 


SURVEY OF 
RADIO-—TELEVISION 


SHOWMANAGEMEN 4 


It’s Radio-Television Showmanagement time. 


Once again VARIETY, in this, its 16th annual 
appraisal, will seek to single out for individual 
citation the personalities, the managements and 
the operations that have made the most notable 
contributions during the 1948-49 Broadcasting- 
Telecasting Season. 


Once more high standards will be the concept 


in evaluating the progress made by the radio 
stations of America toward preserving and ad- 


vancing the cultural, educational, entertainment, 
management and. other functional aspects of 
broadcasting. 


In an era when Television becomes more and 
more pronounced, and when the need for estab- 
lishing a brand new modus operandi for the 
audio medium grows more recognizable, 
VARIETY wants to know what the station man- 
agements and individuals have contributed to- 
ward sparking the medium with the sort of 
freshness and vitality necessary toward its pres- 
ervation. 


Too, VARIETY wants to single out those who 
have made the best strides in advancing Tele- 
vision Showmanship. 


This year VARIETY has departed from its cus- 
tomary practice of midwinter poll-taking in order 
to incorporate Showmanagement into the mid- 
year Radio-Television Review and Preview issue, 
scheduled for July publication. This will permit 
for an extension of the Showmanagement dead- 
line to June 15 and allow for an up-to-the-minute 
evaluation and appraisal of accomplishments 
covering the entire ‘48-49 Broadcasting-Tele- 
vision season. 


Further, the integration of Showmanagement 
with the Radio-Video Review and Preview will 
make possible one of the most elaborate AM-TV 
documentations in industry annals. 


So let’s have ‘em. Keep your reports short and 
concise, but tell all. Submit your entries at the 
earliest possible date, but not later than June 15. 


Address Reports To Radio Editor 


VARIETY 


154 West 46th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 





| Deadline for Entries is Midnight, June 15 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





rOU AND SELF-IMPROVEMENT 
Vith Dwight Cooke, host; Dr. T. V. 
Smith, guest 
roducer: Leon Levine 
5 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from New York 


How a man may build his mind | 


w ackled Monday (9) by CBS in| 
fod apron seg . . lairer returned last week after a 


a new cross-the-board series tagged | 
“You and Self-Improvement.” For | 


| 
'D. C. DATELINE 

/With Hazel Kenyon Markel 

| Producer: Edwin Halburt 

| Writer: Ellen Wadleigh 
Announcer: Lee Vickers 

15 Mins., Sun., 12:15 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

| WTOP, Wash. 

This highly rated publie service 


two-month hiatus during program- 
ming reorganization of the station. 


the inaugural airer host Dwight; Now in its second year, the inter- 


Cooke had Dr. T. V. Smith, profes- | 
gor of philosophy, poetry and po- | 
litics at the University of Syracuse, | 
as his guest. Informal discussion | 
proved interesting, but Dr. Smith’s 
suggestions for “cultural self-im- 


provement” will hardly come as | 


} 
| 


re ric rerage | : 
fresh advice to a person of averag lof all kinds as a springboard for 


| publicizing their work. 


intelligence. 

In an easy, conversational style, | 
Dr. Smith tossed off such kernels 
of advice as “until a man is ready 
to take himself for better or worse, 
he's not 
ment.” To drive home a point that | 
one should not imitate others he | 
urged listeners to “start where you 
are honestly.. be magnanimous | 
_ other people.” On the whole, | 

r. 
Cooke, made a game try to lead the 
public on the “road to culture” de- 
spite a scant 12 minutes allotted 
to him. Subsequent sessions will 
take up such topics as ‘How to} 


Make the Most of Yourself Soci- | 

ally,” ete. Gilb. 

MICHAEL SHAYNE, PRIVATE | 
DETECTIVE 


With Jeff Chandler 

Writer: Larry Marcus 
roducer: Broadcasters Guild 
irector: Bill Rousseau 


| given 
| thropic, 


hy 
ready for seif-improve- | 
' 
Smith, with an assist from | 


| 
i 
| 
| 
! 
| 


view program rates attention as a 
prestige effort of the town’s 
50.000-watter. 





AIR FORCE HOUR 

With Lt. Col. George S. Howard, 
M. Sgt. Glenn Darwin, Warrant 
Officer Robert Landers; Lt. Cass 
Bielski, announcer 

Writer: Capt. Don Meranda 

Producer - Director: Capt. Bob 
Keim 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WMGM, N. Y. 
Using a musical format, and em- 


ploying the talents of U. S. Arm, 


|Air Force personnel, this show 


“D. C. Dateline” is the brain- | 
child of WTOP program director | 


Hazel Markel, who remains as in- 
terviewer of celebs featured on 
airer despite her executive job. 
Spot is in great demand by groups 


Applicants 
are carefully screened, with time 
only to topnotch 

welfare, educational, 
social service groups and the like. 
Effort is made to highlight a cur- 
rent “cause.” 

Format of show makes it far 
more palatable than most of its 
type. hough a local effort, na- 
tional flavor of town and of guests 
interviewed, make it a_ suitable 
candidate for web airing. 

Standard pattern followed in- 
cludes introduction by announcer 
Lee Vickers against a musical fan- 
fare, backgrounding by Mrs. 
Markel, and a two-part interview, 
first of the organization’s rep and 
ithen of the guest, generally a top 
government official, who makes a 
pitch for the work of the group. 
Carefully scripted and recorded 
in advance, presentation is invari- 
ably smooth and surprisingly dra- 


30 Mins.; Sat., 5 p.m. matic. Though lacking, spon- 
Sustaining __ taneity, effect is informal and in- 
WOR, N. Y. teresting. 


Transcribed in Hollywood, 
*Michael Shayne, Private Detec- 
tive” followed the traditional w ho- 
dunit format in making its bow 


Recent programs include a Com- 
munity Chest report, with Mrs. 
Harold Burton, wife of the 


philan- | 





| the 


|comes off as moderately entertain- 


ing half-hour. Broadcast origi- 
nates from Bolling Air Force Base, 
Washington, D. C., and is carried 
throughout the country by Mutual 
except for the exclusive airing in 
New York over WMGM. 


Program, which features a 70- 
piece Air Forcevorch, under the 
baton of Lt. Col(George S. Howard, 
presented (‘on airer heard) six 
numbers—‘‘Who,” 


“Summer Time” and 
Night.” The arrangements 
weren't too exciting. Warrant Of- 


ficer Robert Lander offered some) 


good baritoning in his rendition of 
the folksy “Travel Light,” and an 
all-male glee club of “Singing Ser- 
geants” was used effectively. 

Interjected into the broadcast 
was an interesting five-minute 
documentary, recorded in Berlin 
by Capt. Maxwell Marvin, discuss- 
ing the reaction of the German 
people to the reported terminating 
of the Berlin blockade. Shew’s 
weakest moment was a saccharine 
tribute to Mother’s Day in 
form of a recorded interview with 
the mother of an Air Force 
student. 





SATURDAY DATE 
With Dick Smith 


| Producer: Phil Clifton 


60 Mins., Sat., 11 a.m. 


“Jazz Legato,” | 
“American Patrol,” “Travel Light,” | 
“How Blue | 


the | 


SING FOR YOUR SUPPER 
With Tommy Tucker Orch, Nancy 
Donovan, Ray Charles Quartet, 
Tommy Mahoney; Phi! Tonkin, 
announcer 
| Producer: Dick Rubin 
| Director: Newt Stammer 
30 Mins.; Thurs. (5), 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
Mutual, from New York 
Preem of “Sing for Your Sup- 
| per” was a moderately funny audi- 
‘ence participation show which 
‘could be developed with better 
| production and smarter routines. 
| Format calls for four contestants 
| from the audience to sing familiar 
‘tunes, the hitch being that they 
| must perform a wacky stunt at the 
same time. Thus a model had to 
chirp “Bicycle Built for Two” 
while pedaling and a male partici- 





| pant sang “By the Sea” while wad- | 


|}ing in a tub of water. The gags 


had more visual than audio ap-| 
peal, although a salesman doing 


“School Days” as a five-year-old 
might, was good comedy. 

Tommy Tucker orch, Nancy Dono- 
| packed more entertainment value. 
Tucker handled the emcee chores 
well, but Tommy Mahoney as his 
wisecracking stooge fell flat with 


some corny ad libs. Bril. 
BRUSH CREEK FOLLIES 
‘With Hiram Highby, Colorado 


Pete, Tiny Tillman, Sunny Daye, 
Jed Starkey, Millie & Sue, Eddie 
Edwards, Lazy River Boys (3), 
Rhythm Riders (4), Tune Chasers 
(4), Harry Jenks; Paul Taylor, 
announcer 
| Producer-Director: Edwards 
30 Mins. Sat., 9 p.m. 
|RICHMADE MARGERINE; RO- 
- DEO HAMS & BACON 
KMBC, Kansas City 

One of the top western and hill- 
billy sessions on the air. “Brush 
Creek Follies” swings alore in 
high gear in its 12th season on 





Musical interludes provided by) 
van and the Ray Charles Quartet | 


Wednesday, May ll, 1949 
TS 


MEET YOUR MATCH 
a 4 te ote others 
rs- ucers: 

Bob Monroe ~— Levine, 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
help net gprs be ¥, 

nother audience participat; 
er, “Meet Your Match,” hit. the 
airlanes over the Mutual network 
Thursday (5) in the 9 p.m, slot 
Entertainingly moderated by Tom 
Moore, Chi emcee, it brings to the 
platform a number of contestants 
who compete for an assortment of 
giveaways and a multiple jackpot 
at a end of the stanza. 
articipants are pitted agaj 
| each other, two at a time, . 
| swering questions by Moore, who 
i'peps things up with flavorsome 
comedy to sustain interest. Lucky 
| contestant is gifted and remains to 
| compete with another of his own 
choice and so on until the climax 
when the last successful quizee is 





subjected to the jackpot payoff 
question by a masked character 
called “The Brain.” Plenty of 


| nifty gifts were passed out on the 

individual answers but the finalist 

| was stumped by “The Brain.” Had 

|he answered he would have been 
awarded a multiplicity of gifts 

|ranging from complete summer 

| wardrobe to summer and winter 
vacations, among. other things, 

| Jackpot is added to weekly when 

_unanswered, giving next week's 
contestants a chance for a greater 

| amount of loot. 

| Moore keeps program moving at 

|a zingy pace and although in as a 
sustainer, should have little trou- 

| ble of latching on to a tab lifter. 

Edba, 
| FULFILL YOUR URGE 
| With Dee Carlstrom; Al Parker, 
announcer 

Producer-Director: Bill O’Brien 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 11 a.m, 

| CANADIAN ACE 

| WJJD, Chicago 

| Aim of this program is to grant 


Supreme Court Justice guesting 





as a sustainer over WOR, N, ¥Y. 
Saturday (7). Plot was an obvious 
one while the acting was fair. 
This half-hour meller, however, 
will likely appeal to those late 
Saturday afternoon listeners who 
seek a change of pace from a diet 
ef guizzers and prattling disk 
jockeys. 

Written by Larry Marcus, the 
script was a chronological account 
of how detective Shayne was 
framed by a “grey eyed blonde” 
and his subsequent solution of the 
probiem. Jeff Chandler is pass- 
able in the title role. Supporting 
piayers were adequate. Gilb. 


NEWS WRITERS QUIZ 

With John Gonella, Guests 

30 Mins., Sat., 7:15 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WPTR, Albany 
Opinion periods, merged with a 

quiz, take this program cut of a 
rooved format. Two five-minute 
locks are reserved for a discus- 


PM & B DEPT. STORE 


lalong with Chest’s local head; WMTW, Portland, Me. 


|Mrs. Max Truitt, daughter of the 
|veepee, Mrs. India Edwards, head 
{of the Women’s Democratic Na- 
| tional Committee and Mrs. Charles 
| Brannan, wife of the Secretary of 
Agriculture, on a roundup of 
|femme activities at the Inaugura- 
| tion; Eric Johnston on an Ameri- 


poo’ eer heaat Wola bake: and alert emceeing by Dick Smith, 


‘ing a Christmas Seal pitch. | Station’s disk jockey, builds infec- 
/Though accent is on government | tious enthusiasm among youngsters 
| brass, show biz is used whenever | participating, who long ago over- 
| possible, as in the case of Ingrid | ran studio space and now must be 


for sock entertainment 
equally listenable by high school 
| kids and their elders. Tasteful 





Weewatter has come up with a} 
weekly teenster session that es-| 
chews gushiness and condescension | 
, values | 


|Bergman, who did a Children’s 
Theatre stint. Already 


| John Snyder p.a.’ing. 


Interview chores are ably han- | 


recorded | 
| is next week’s U. S. Bond Drive | room. 
| program, with Treasury Secretary | able to attract as many boys and | 


|accommodated in a_ hotel ball- 


Fact that Smith has been 


girls to the sessions may be assign- 
ed to non-flossiness of approach. 


KMBC and the KMBC affiliate,| the wishes of radio listeners who 
KFRM, in north central Kansas. | peat Pha best a _ their re- 
. iaitid : +. +pective urges. nterviewer Dee 
As has been_the practice since its | Carlstrom acts as present-day fairy 
princess by seeking, and getting, 
a visual show before a paid house | some action on the requests. Peti- 
at the 1,100-seat Ivanhoe Temple, | tioners appear in person on the 
| playing to near-capacity every , program. 

| week at 6lc per head. A few faces| Show caught had a mother ap- 
|are changed, some sponsors are pealing for an apartment, so she 
| new, but otherwise “Follies” holds | could get her family out of an un- 
to its traditional quota of corn. | desirable neighborhood. Next 
| In seasons past, the “Follies” has | participant, also a housewife, 
taken a summer hiatus, but with | thanked Miss Carlistrom for a tele- 
new sponsors just signed, prob-| vision set given to her bedridden 
ability is that it- will move to an/|son. Urges wound up with Miss 
‘air-conditioned hall and continue. | Carlstrom, a recent sick patent her- 





| origination, ‘‘Follies” originates as | 


| “*Follies” always has been the sta- 
i tion’s chief showcase for the big 
| roster of talent from its artists bu- 
;reau, and continues on ,the air 
| — the visual session holds or 
not. 


| self, spinning a platter, “Thanks 

|for the Memories,” to her well- 
wishers. 

Sponsor’s rhyming jingle started 

;} and closed program. Tied in with 

| tune were two pleasantly-delivered 


| 

dled by Mrs. Markel, whose per-|~~« é ” 

| sonat popularity here helps share | wsadle” Bach week boy OF win 
/many of the celebs-who appear | j.’ ejected by a panel from his or 


| with her. . Z 
| It is all very high class and dig- aed — oman Geen” — 


nified, but skillfully avoids being | partment store sponsor thereupon 


This season “Follies” has Eddie | verbal plugs for the sponsor prod- 
Edwards, a veteran of the cast and | uct. 
bureau, at the production helm.| . “Urge” is a heart-warming little 
| His air show is all that the “Fol- | Show that will appeal to the house- 
| lies” should be. Hiram Higsby is an Wife. As a shortrange commercial, 
| it is unlikely to strike a beer-drink- 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


sion of current national and inter- | stuffy, and strikes a weekly blow | togs out the kid from its teen shop | old hand at the m.c. assignment, 


national questions, by Albany, Troy 
and Schenectady newsmen. WNa- 
tional compulsory health insurance 
and the shelling of a British ship 
in the Chinese war were the topics 
aired on the latest block heard. 
Exchanges on both were provoca- 
tive though inconclusive. 

John Gonella, a Scotchman who 
served as an officer in the British 
Army and who miked for BBC, 
acts as quizmaster and moderator. 
He prepares the queries himself, 
show being tape-recorded. Panel 
varies, Walt Mordaunt, staff writer 
for the Albany Times-Union, and 
Jack Dumas, of the Schenectady 
Gazette, being two frequently 
broadcasters. All participating are 
well backgrounded. One _ section 
deals with area questions. 

Program, which has life, 
mess and color due to the sure 
guidance of Gonella and the re- 
Sponsiveness of the byliners, prob- 
ably appeals most to upper-level 
dialers. Jaco. 


SOUTHWESTERN SWINGSTERS 
With Annie Schafer, Willie Welles; 
Ben Morris, announcer 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:30 p.m. 
NASH COFFEE CoO. 
WKY, Oklahoma City 
This a straight, neatly-packaged 
musical show that'll appeal to 
dialers who like their tunes brewed 
in a cider jug. Southwestern 


light- 


‘for station prestige. Lowe. 
| LUNCHEON ON THE PLAZA 


| Producer: Dick Smith 


for modelling on the show. To 
| Keep “Date” in forefront, Smith 
luses the selected teenster as co- 


| With Lou Kemper, Frank Wiziarde | emcee throughout. 


| 30 Mins., Mon. thru Fri., 10:30 a.m. 
| Participating 
| WHB, Kansas City 
' A morning participation show of 
some scope has long been a possi- 
| bility here, and now finally has 
been realized through WHB, the 
Country Club Plaza merchants, and 
a list of five sponsors. This one is 
worked as a remote, being staged 
in the new Plaza cafeteria recentiv 
opened here by Interstate. Sears 
Roebuck, with its newest retail 
store nearby, also is in for a part 
of the bill, with balance split be- 
tween baker, bottler and launder- 
ers. Each foots the bill for a single 
'day, but there’s plenty of mention 
_each day for each sponsor. 
| Show combines several already- 
| proven giveaway stunts and parti- 
cipation formulas. It aims primar- 
ily for the femmes as participants 


and as listeners, and therefore most | 
of the stunts are for them. Two 


station staff men work together on 
_the show, Lou Kemper handling 
most of the m.c. chores and Frank 
| Wiziarde aiding. Kemper serves as 
“Keeper of the Crazy Hats,” which 
is the highlight of the show with 
femmes decking themselves out in 
all kinds of outlandish skypieces. 
There is a daily prize for this stunt. 


Swingsters comprise a good instru- with the winner getting a chance at 
mental combo, plus two warblers the Plaza jackpot, a sizeable offer- 
who handle the numbers in tradi-, ing of loot. 

tional twangy style. Except for a\- Kemper and Wiziarde make a 
couple of medium-sized and mod- good pair on the mikes, getting a 
erately-phrased plugs, there's no lot of enthusiasm across to both 
excess verbiage to cut into the crowd and listeners. Theirs is a 


Contest to select best potential 
|'radio anouncer from audience is 
| built around ad libbed tries at de- 
| scribing the ‘“Date’s” donated ap- 
'parel, thus neatly and amusingly 
getting around the visual hurdle. 
Other quiz angles are built around 
‘current record releases, 
buims as prizes. Bop and jive gen- 
erally are subordinated to more 
melodic show tunes, With spinning 
of Dinah Shore’s ‘‘Wonderful Guy” 


typically sending ’em at session 
caught. 
Smith somehow manages. to 


_ bring practically every kid in the 
audience before the mike. And 
he never forgets to ask a wide 
sampling what subjects they are 
‘taking at school, what educational 
plans they have for the future, 
ete., with humorously sympathetic 
comments ensuing. The sponsor 
| has a bargain here. Don. 


o- 


Followup Comment 


| $44OO4O> 04 664664464646464646666- 


Bob Hope played a straight dra- 
matie role on CBS’ 
Thurs. (5). cast as a weak, coward- 
ly neurotic who has had his wife 
murdered and waits in terror for 
the hired killer to turn on him. 
The comic did a good thesping job, 
socking across the feeling of panic, 
but the character was so unsym- 





pathetic as to cause a negative re- | 


action. Researcher Horace Schwer- 


with al- | meat is the Ozark type of comedy. | 


Washington | 


“Suspense” | 


_ and handles in masterly fashion. 
| He also does what little writing is 
| involved, ad lib being the general 
| practice. 

| Talent roster includes names 
/known to listeners for several 
| years. All have been on the show a 
_ couple of years, and some, such 
| as Colorado Pete and Jed Starkey, 
/a good while. Pete fills the role of 
| western singer as he has since the 
show originated, while Starkey’s 


| Edwards as George 
| White has a blackface comedy bit. 


| Tiny Tillman is coming along as | 
| ballad singer; Sunny Daye handles | 


the only gal solo singing on 


the bill, and Millie & Sue round | 


| out the vocal department as cow- 
| girl singers and yodelers. KMBC 
| always has been noted for its small 
'musical groups, and the Tune 
Chasers, Rhythm Riders and Lazy 
River Boys are easily up to par. 
Quin. 


/'THE AFFAIRS OF PETER SALEM 
With Santos Ortega, Jack Grimes, 
Everett Sloane, Luis Van Root- 
en, Ann Shepard, Jean Ellyn 
, Writer: Louis Vittes 
| Producer-Director: Hi Brown 
| 30 Mins., Sat., 2:30 p. m. 
| Sustaining 
Mutual, from New York 

This new whodunit series slot- 
_ted in the Saturday 2:30 p.m. seg- 
ment on the Mutual network is 
sparked ¥! the slick performance 
| of Santos Ortega as the bucolic pri- 
vate eye, titular role in “The Affairs 
of Peter Salem.” On teeoff stanza 
|the hick dick became involved in 
running down a ring of gem smug- 








/ing audience at this time of day. 
| However, program is beamed at a 
long-range, goodwill show designed 
|to build up sponsor prestige, and 
|in this respect, it hits the mark 


squarely. Mart. 
| BALLARD’S BAZAAR 
| With Sam Gifford, Bill Pickett, 


Marian Ellis, Easy Threesome; 
Ken Meeker, announcer 
| Producer-Writer: William Loader 
Director: Wm. O. Aldridge 
30 Mins., Tues.-Thurs., 9:30 a.m. 
BALLARD & BALLARD CC 
WHAS, Louisville 

First audience participation show 
to utilize the new WHAS studios 
teed off to a good start. It offers 
in addition to interviews with the 
housefraus, musical interludes by 
the Easy Threesome, ear pleasing 
| trio comprising Hammond organ, 
accordion and guitar. This gives 
_a tuneful life to the proceedings, 
_and breaks up the sameness of one 
| interview following another. 
| Personality m.c, Sam . Gifford, 
/new to the station, paces the show 
briskly, and evidences plenty of 
ease and quick repartee with the 
femmes. He doesn’t overlook any 
opportunity to mention his flour 
miller sponsor’s product, as does 
Ken Meeker, who delivers the 
straight commercials in authorative 
manner and to the point. Marian 
Ellis, the Batiard hostess, gives the 
listeners the feminine slant, an 
| very convincingly. Tips ‘em off to 
' some simple recipes, and makes it 
| very easy for them to include the 
| sponsor’s flour as the basis for the 
| goodies, 

Baritone Bill Picket fits in well 
with the musical portion of the 








ales ti : ; _glers who had concealed gems in| show “e’ riti 
— er hee program in- nwo gy. prea for the in has pointed out that when a a statue of atiger. After the rl eet M nay “sill Loader, and 
Ghaded saverel enanes gp ety ae ey have kept star takes a role which violates the | der of a double-crossing pal, and | “_ se, i ml pidsloe 
a eek pele = gute ge Po dt. gay Ble tg he A gy = ae image of him, he usually suf- the usual perilous situations smack Sharp direction by Bill A wie . 

” . y : » | Ste c director, fers. This ase with Hope’s | i Heb etter sheng ) . . 
fiddling and _ ukeleing. There had a hand in origination of the nr ag ang the “whodunit fold he caUeht te ren clifthangers, 


were also a couple of “change your show, and still keeps his hand in 
ardner” dance tunes, with Willie for smooth running. Mostly it is 
wae oe . a neat oat- left to Kemper and Wiziarde. and 

speckled song. nnie Schaefer, it is principally their show. Show script which playe 

with a good set of pipes, rendered is capably staged and is in high ivpical peace Rape Ra gap Sealy 

& song titled “I Love You So Much gear after six weeks of operation.'; Hope would have done better with 

It Hurts Me. Quin. |a more appealing part. 


he caught the femme fazale and | ” 
settled down to peace and quite | St. Louis — Charles “Gabby 
until the next stanza. /Street, who teams with Harry 

Capable cast gave the featured Caray in broadcasting the play-by- 
member good support in the spin- | play of all Cardinal games for the 
ning of the yarn, which should | Griesedieck Bros. Brewing Co., U"- 
have held the listeners. Script and| derwent a major operation last 
i direction were alse okay. Edba, | week. 


Fibber McGee and Molly recently | 
did a guest shot on the same 
thriller, but the McGees had a| 
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Tele Follow-up Comment 


“Super Circus,” making preem! Plot was unconvincing, with the 


under full-time sponsorship (Derby 
Foods joining Canada Dry), is good 
kid fare. Show retains its essential 
format of ringmaster Claude 
Kirschner introducing acrobats 
and specialty acts; Mary Hartline 


especially near the 


With Arlene Francis, others; Walter 
Herlihy, announcer 


| Producer: Bernard L. Schubert 


/30 Mins.; Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
action getting cluttered at times, | Sustaining (14 stations) 
showdown, ABC-TV, from N.Y. 


| Camera-wise, there were several | 


off center shots at the start rend fort ae | evening lineup, “Blind 


|the lensing became more accurate 
|as the story progressed. 


ing circus band in lively style, | 
aT eens Cliff Soubier and Jack | 


Foster capering about with comedy 


assists. : 
Wire act by Alvaracos opened | 
preem program Sunday (1). Bob 


and Evelyn trio staged a 


comedy attempt by midget member 
tea A Dry’s stint. Printed roll- 
up and verbal explanation dwelt 
on rules for kids winning some 
punching bag toy clowns. 

Derby Foods half of show fea- 
tured Emil and Evelyn in a series 
of spring board acrobats. Two 
kids’ contests had youngsters dig- 
ging for coins in pans of flour, and 
racing to eat hot dogs on strings. 
Sunny Moore and his dog act took 
over arena for a zany exhibition 
of rolling hoops, balancing, spin- 

ing and leaping. 
wTasneveiais were heavily salted 
through entire show. Derby Foods 


trick | 
roller-skating routine, ending with | gave viewers a firstclass shot-by- | 


Wordy commercial ended | 


| enhanced 


had the better of it, though, with | 


a clever sideshow stunt, wherein 


' tracted 


a barker exploits the virtues of | 


eanut butter for kids. 
a end of show has used almost 
every type of demonstration ex- 
cept having trained seals swim in a 
tank of ginger ale. 





Mata and Hari, taking over the 
Marge and Gower Champion spot 
on Friday’s (6) “Admiral Broadway 


Canada | 


Revue,” turned in a standout per- | 


formance. Togged in black skin- 
tight outfits with white trimmings, 
the terpers clicked in their sophis- 
ticated East Indian routines that 
sivly spoof formal ballet. Partic- 
ularly effective was one segment 
in which the male half of the duo 
“hypnotized” his partner and the 


Suceess which greeted the tele- 
casting of the Football Cup Final 
from Wembley Stadium, an event 
which is reported to have at- 
1.000,000 viewers, has 
given a much needed fillip to the 
sale of receivers. Perfect camera 
control, with emphasis on closeups, 


‘grab a sponsor fast. 


shot record of Britain’s most popu- | 


lar sporting event of the year. 
Televising of such events is never 
likely to affect the gate but plays 
a major part in widening the ap- 
peal of home video. It was cer- 
tainly a show 
the reputation of the 
BBC and confirmed the immense 
popularity of actuality telecasting. 


TV Film Review 








| CRUSADE IN EUROPE 


Producer: March of Time (Richard 
De Rochemont 
Directors: George R. Black, Jack 
Glenn, Grey Lockwood, Len Lye, 
William Zubiller 
Narration: Westbrook Van Voorhis 
Editor: Arthur Tourtellot 
25 Mins.: Thurs, 9 p.m. 
TIME AND LIFE 
ABC-TV, from New York 
‘Young & Rubican) 
“Crusade in Europe,” General 
Eisenhower's story of the Allied 
campaign in Europe, has been 
given an exciting film treatment 
for television purposes, under 


‘arrangement by which Time and 


pair did some socko acrobatic turns | 
that displayed slick timing and | 


control. 

Returning after a week’s illness, 
Mary McCarty clicked with her 
“Tango Palace” number satirizing 
taxi dancehalls. Sid Caesar 
pleased in two sketches, first as a 
mad violin teacher and then as two 
psychiatrists. 
burlesque of the current “Cham- 
ion” and “Set-Up” prizefight pix. 
mogene Coca clicked as a talka- 
tive cocktail lounge habitue and a 
good vaudeo bit was provided by 
“Pansy,” the vet prop-horse act. 
“Hero Heroine and Mortgage” 
finale was not up to 
standard. 





A few more strong acts stra- 
tegically spotted would have given 
Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” 
a greater impact. The fault didn’t 
lie in the booking, but primarily 
in the way some of the acts pro- 
jected. For example, Nellie Lutch- 
er, whose highly individualistic 
jive interpretations make her a 


usual | of war with Germany—all 


| advance 


His finale was a/| 


Life are the sponsors. “Crusade” 
in its TV version has been com- 
piled by the March of Time 
through an arrangement’ with 
20th-Fox. which owns the rights, 
and the result is a series of 26 
films, each of which is to run in 
successive weeks, in 25-minute 
segments, over the ABC video net- 
work. The first of these had its 
tele premiere last Thursday night 
(5). It marked the most notable 
for TV in the field of 
narrative-visual reporting. 
Employing the March of Time 
technique, including the voice of 
the latter’s Westbrook Van Voor- 
his. “Crusade” in its initial install- 


ment told the moving events that | 
An- | 


preceded World War_ II. : 
echluss, Munich. Czechoslovakia. 
Poland. Chamberlain's ——— 
ese 


‘are part of the first chapter. Along 


j 
| 


| 


fave with the younger element, 


failed to project too keenly in the 
show. It may have been her tune 
selection inasmuch as “Real Gone 
Guy” and “Big Brown Frame,” her 
most acclaimed items among disk 
fans, weren’t heard. Henny Na- 
dell started off slowly in the com- 
edy spet, but built up nicely as 
he went into his draft board rou- 
tine. It’s an old bit that’s long 


with the films that compose the 25 


other portions in the series, they | 


are the work of expert editing 
and compilation while the pro- 
ducers. at the same time. 
kept 
book. 

There is only one glimpse of the 
General—during a clip showing 
him. before the war, as a colonel 
in the Philippines. standing beside 
General MacArthur. It was Eisen- 
hower who is credited with the 
adaptation of his book. But what- 


ever the credits, they all represent 


passed its peak and timeliness, but | 


the concept and execution are es- 
sentially funny. 
Charles Laughton did an unusual 


an excellent reportage, some of 
the clips already having been seen 
by the public. others heretofore 
being restricted and taken from 
the files of the U. S. military 


which deservedly | 


;}can naturally be expected to take 


; eras and studio audience. 


Director: Fred Carr 
Music: Glen Osser 


As the starting point for its new | 


ate” gives ABC-TV an almost 
surefire viewer lure. Program, 
adapted freely from its AM format, 
is replete with solid laughs, human 





“ABC's Good Thurs. Parley 


ABC television came through 
| with the best job of routining 
a full evening of TV entertain- 
ment yet seen on the screen 
during its kickoff of that new 
Thursday night parley last 
week (5). Web’s program 
bosses followed the best tenets 
of good show business tech- 
niques in mixing up the pace 
of its various shows for a solid 
three-and-a-half hours. It’s a 





interest and, because of its visual | 
impact, suspense hardly ap-| 
proached by the radio version. It 
looks like a winner and _ should} 


As with its AM _ predecessor, | 
“Date” has six men, three each 
from two universities, competing 


for dates with three models. Boys 
can only woo anonymously, via a 
telephone conversation, and the | 
gals supposedly then choose the} 
more convincing for an evening at | 
the Stork Club, N. Y., with all ex- 
penses paid. Audience meets both 
the boys and the girls and then, 
via a split-screen effect, sits in on 
the conversations. Winner doesn’t 
get to meet the girl, though, until 
after she makes up her mind. Sus- 
pense, of course, enters in while 
the model decides and the audience 


sides in the decision. 

Much of the suecess on the| 
preem performance (5) was directly 
attributable to emcee Arlene 
Francis. Visually attractive, nicely- 
gowner and glib ad libber, she 
did an excellent job in getting the 
male studentsto open up and over- 
come any inhibitions they might 
have had working before the cam- | 
Repartee 





, between her and a couple of the 
, boys, whether planned or not. was 


/neatly handled .and her knowledge 


an | 


| would 


; tional 





have | 
faith with the Eisenhower | 


of their universities (in this case 
Columbia and Yale) demonstrated 
she wisely took the trouble for a 
little advance research. 

Where the show erred slightly 
was the impression given that both 
the students and models had re- 
hearsed their phone conversations. 
The lines were funny enough but 
have packed considerable 
more sock if tney had sounded 
entirely off-the-cuff. Show was 
staged on a_ nicely-styled, func- 
set, with the single door 
separating the boy and girl being 
a notably good idea. Split-screen, 
done through super-imposing one 
camera over another, was good for 
the most part, although one camera 
in the early part of the show wasn’t 
faded in sufficiently, with a re- 
sultant ghost effect on the screen. 

Stal. 


ABC Preems Its Frisco 


TV Showcase as Philco 
Bankrolls Inaugural 


San Francisco, May 10. 
ABC’s newest video outlet, KGO- 
TV, San Francisco, preemed 





_auspiciously May 5 over Channel 


forces. captured enemy clips, plus, 


Allied sources. ' 
The major credits, of course. in 


' addition to that belonging to Eisen- 


thing on this show by giving a 


reading from the Book of Daniel. 
He made the story of Shadrach, 
Mesach and Abednego sound like 


a good adventure story with a, 


happy ending while retaining the 
essentially solemn biblical tone. 


He read the chapter as many think | 


the Bible should be read—as litera- 
ture, modern and enjoyable. 

A repeater on the program was 
Norman Evans, the versatile Brit- 
ish import who hit good reactions 


ag a cute puppet and trumpet 
it. 


“Stand By For Crime,” half-hour 
whodunit quizzer originating from 
WENR-TV, ABC’s Chicago outlet. 
returned to the air Saturday night 


'7) after a hiatus of several weeks. | 


It emerged as just an average video 
crime program; needing better 
directorial pace to up it to the 
Standards of such top TV meliers 
as “Suspense.” Format has Myron 
Wallace as chief of a homicide 
Squad solving a crime through 
flashbacks and employing nation- 
Wide phone calls for viewer solu- 
tions before unmasking the killer. 

Saturday's show involved a mur- 
der effected through an Indian 
Poison injected in the victim via 


hower. go to producer Richard de 
Rochemont and Arthur Tourtel- 
lot's editing. There is no doubt 
that on the basis of the first film, 
“Crusade’—along with 20th-Fox, 


Time and Life—does much to pre-| 


serve, 


‘tory of an epochal period. If there 


was a single flaw, it was in the 
overlong opening commercial for 
Time and Life. It ran around four 
minutes. Kahn. 





GOBO’S CIRCUS 

With Coby Ruskin, Bud Palmer, 
others ; 

Producer: Alan Handley 

Director: James Josdan, Jr. 

30 Min.: Thurs., 6 p.m, 

Sustaining 


WNBT, N.Y. 


' @ Scratch from a cigaret lighter. ' 


Addition of “Gobo’s Circus” to 
the WNBT late afternoon schedule 
gives the NBC flagship. station 
practically a solid two hours of 
kids’ shows. Lineup kicks off with 
“Howdy Doody” from 5:30 to 6, 
“Circus” until 6:30, a half-hour 
break and then the Chicago-origi- 
nated “Kukla. Fran and Oliie. 
Latest entry. while not up to the 
par of the others, has the circus 
atmosphere, a live clown and ma- 
gician and various guest acts which 
parlay into some neat entertain- 

(Continued on page 32) 


and with accuracy, the his-— 


'and the Wiere Bros., 


7, teeing off with a professional 
melange of programming, produc- 
tion and talent, which included a 
dedicatory program = spotlighting 
Gov. Earl Warren, Robert Kintner, 
Robert Hinckley, Paul Mowrey, 
Gayle V. Grubb and three of San 
Francisco’s top religious leaders, 
Bishop Morgan Block, Rabbi Irving 
St@n and Archbishop John J. 
Mitty. 

The inaugural shew opened with 
a 25-minute documentary slice of 
Gen. Dwight Eisenhower’s “Cru- 
sade in Europe,” filmed for video, 
and carried on with a vaude show 
under Philco aegis from the stage 
of Golden Gate theatre, and closed 
with a S. F.-Oakland (‘Pacifie Coast 
League) baseball game. All items 
showed expert camera handling. 

Vaude was a smoothly routined | 
five-act layout with Garry Moore 
handling emcee chore in good 
form with overtones of hoke that 
clicked effectively. Performers in- 
cluded Artie James, flash roller 
skate specialty, Mae Morse cow- 
boogie songstress who scored neat- 
ly, Lolita and Ardo, whose _ ball- 
room terping registered smoothly, 
who clicked 
with their accustomed ease. 

Baseball, chattered by sport- 
caster Ira Blue, was well handled 
for maximum effectiveness. Gen- 
eral appeal of sum total was first 
rate. 

Current KGO-TV stance will be 
a 1212 hour week of telecasting, 
with daily stint of eight to nine 
hours expected by fall. Reception 
was reported as far away as Sacra- 


mento and Reno. Checkup im- 
mediately following program 
showed 80° of 1,900 Bay Area 


in for the 
Ted. 


television sets tuned 
preem show. 


lesson that radio has never 
learned, what with its slotting 
of one comedy program after 
another, or with a solid two- 
hour block of mystery mellers. 

If ABC-TV can maintain the 
overall pace set for the preem, 
it should have little trouble in 
corralling a hefty share of the 
Thursday night audience. All 
surveys to date have shown 
televiewers to be constant dial 
twirlers, searching the chan- 
nels for the type of show they 
want, which virtually nullifies 
the importance of back-to-back 
slotting. Variety layout of 
ABC-TV’s evening lineup, 
however, should keep ’em 
tuned to the single channel. 
Thursday night layout has 
“Blind Date” from 7:30 to 8: 
“Stop the Music” from 8 to 9: 
“Crusade in Europe,” the 
Eisenhower films, from 9 to 
9:25; 20th-Fox’s “News Story 
of the Week” from 9:25 to 9:30: 
“Actor's Studio,” dramatic se- 


ries, from 9:30 to 10, and the 
“Roller Derby” from 10 to 
closing. 


Stal 








THE 54th STREET REVUE 
With Jack Sterling, Russell Arms, 


Marilyn Day, Carl Reiner, Pat 
Bright, Bambi Linn, Annabelle 
Lyons, Count Reno, Jonathan 


Lucas, Jimmy Spitalny 
Producer: Barry Wood 
Director: Ralph Levy 
Writers: Bob Fine, John Whedon 
60 Mins., Thurs., 8 p. m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from New York 

CBS’ projection of “The 54th 
Street Revue” Thursday at 8 p. m. 
for a full hour, helps make this 
time period one of the most com- 
petitive in the video spectrum. | 
Pitted against such formidable fod- 
der as ABC's “Stop the Music” 
and NBC's Hank Ladd layout and 


Lanny Ross show, this revue seems | 


capable of holding its own. The 
show, obviously patterned along 
the “Broadway Admiral Revue” 


| format, achieves pace, color, move- 


ment and variety on a single set. 


and some laugh-provoking 


However, the major fault with 


‘this layout is its inability to main- 


tain the sprightly pace for the 60- 
minutes duration. There are few 
in the package’s personnel that 


and give the show the necessary 
sock to heighten lagging interest. 
A more equitable distribution of 
the boff sessions during the fore 
and aft portions and the introduc- 
tion of more novelty during the 
ia sections seem in order 
nere. 

The competent and fairly even 
calibre of performers selected also 
provides a sameness of tone. Jack 
Sterling, who hosts the show, did 
a good job in several bits and 
sketches, while Carl Reiner of the 
“Where’s Charley?” cast. is an ex- 
pert at dialect humor. Other com- 
edy was contributed by Pat Bright 


} 
{ 


| 


STOP THE MUSIC 

| With Bert Parks, Jimmy Blaine, 
Estelle Loring, Betty Ann Grove, 
Sonja & Courtney Van Horne, 
Businessmen of Rhythm, Don 
Little, Wayne Lamb, Martin 
Kraft, Marina Palmer, Ruth 
Ostrander, Harriet Roeder, 
Charles Luchsinger, Harry Salt- 
er’s orch 

Producer: Louis G. Cowan, Inc., in 
association with Mark Goodson; 
production supervised by Alfred 
J. Hollander 





} 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


Director: Ralph Warren 

Announcers: Don Hancock, Ken 
Williams, Dennis James, Sidney 
Smith 

60 Mins.: Thurs., 3 p.m. 


ADMIRAL AND P. LORILLARD 
(10 stations) 
| ABC-TV, from New York 


lis a 


(Kudner-Lennen & Mitchel!) 

“Stop the Music,” already boffo 
on radio, now socks home on tele- 
vision. The TV counterpart of 
radio’s phenomenal giveaway show 
sharply-paced, excellently 


| produced one-hour entertainment. 


| P. 


| informality. 


It should ultimately achieve the 
popularity of radio’s “Stop the 
Music.”” and will probably surpass 
it when video audiences become 
commensurate in size with radio 
listenership. 

Sponsored jointly by Admiral, 
which bankrolls the first half, and 
Lorillard (Old Gold), for the 
second portion, “Stop the Music” 
can't miss becoming one of the top 
shows in tele. It has in Bert Parks, 
who also paces the radio “Stop the 
Music,” an unusually able emcee 
with a ready wit and exuberance 
necessary to maintain the show's 
With this first show 
he has already established himself 
as a television personality. It has 
excellent musical backgrounding 


|in Harry Salter’s orch, plus several 


| gram; a 


; an estimated $10.000 weekly. 


| There are several notable perform- | 
| ers 
| Sketches. 


}ean step out during the latter half | 


standby singers, all of whom help 
supply the musical clues to the 
prize questions. It has variety 
performers ‘acrobats, dancers, 
etc.), who, via their performances, 
suggest some of the clues, as a 
means to break up the succession 
of striight musical hints. And 
above all—those prizes. Especially 
in the Admiral portion of the pro- 
flock of home utilities— 
including practically the kitchen 
sink—are among the giveaways 
supplied by the Admiral factories. 
The Old Gold prizes mostly com- 
prise expensive clothing. 
The “mystery melody’ 


prize 


|opening night, and still unguessed 


at the show's conclusion, was 
$16,400. 
An enormous personnel is re- 


quired for this show, whose talent 
and production wot including time 
costs) amounts to a little under 
And 
there is no wasting of talent or 
budget either. In addition to Parks 
and Salter’s orch, there are such 
additional performers as Estelle 
Loring, Jimmy Blaine and Betty 
Ann Grove, the singers; there are 
dancers Sonja and Courtney Van 
Horne, plus Geneve Dorn and the 
Businessmen of Rhythm: a ballet 
ensemble comprises Don _ Little, 
Wayne Lamb, Martin Kraft, 
Marina Palmer, Ruth Ostrander 


'and Harriet Roeder; and there is 


who did a good Brooklynese bit: | 


Fosse & Niles collabbed with 


Sterling in a softshoe bit: Jimmy | 


Spitalny did a bit already made 
familiar by Jackie Miles; Cliff Ed- 
wards was heard in a pair of tunes; 


| 


Count Reno did a tramp bicycle | 


bit a la Joe Jackson, Jr.; Bambi 
Linn had a neat terp spot, and 
Russe!l Arms and Marilyn Day 
took care of the singing roles. 


too, Charles Luch- 
singer. All of whom are neatly 
part of the clue-giving format— 
and yet all, at the same time, give 
out with straight entertainment. 


a cartoonist, 


| Thus do they serve a dual function. 


The TV “Stop the Music” is de- 
signed just for television viewers; 
telephone calls are made only to 
those with sets, and the eligibles, 
of course, are only those viewing 
the show. As the’ switchboard 
plugs in the call, with Parks seen 
on the phone talking to the “lucky 
one,” the name of the latter is seen 
being electrically transcribed on a 
bulletin board above Parks’ desk. 

An amusing example of the clues 
given is in the orch’s playing of 
“I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles,” 
with Parks doing a visual piece of 
business with soap bubbles until 
the call is plugged in to the con- 
testant, thus “stopping the music” 


| while the contestant guesses at the 


tune plaved. 


The elements of a top variety | 


show are already present in the 
revue. From indications on the 
initial show. all that’s needed is a 
more equitable distribution of tal- | 
ent and perhaps a strong vaude 
headliner properly spotted. The 
identities of the performers are 
given via printed titles and do not 
slow up the proceedings. 


‘in a Gilded Cage”; 


Another is the sing- 
ing by Betty Ann Grove of “Bird 
she’s shown 
suspended in a cage, in feathery 
adornment, while singing’ the 
tune. To point up the clues dur- 
ing the playing of “Scheherazade,” 
there is a scene of dancing girls, 
etc., in a harem setting, and Parks 
here joins in with appropriate 


costume to fetch plenty of laughs. 


Barry Wood's production, John | 


Butler’s choreography and Ralph 
Levy's direction aid considerably. 
Sketches by 
Whedon are This 


okay. CBS 


house-built package is one of its | 


more ostentatious variety presenta- 
tions and shapes up as excellent 


Bob Fine and John | 


video fare after the initial pre- 
sentation’s few kinks are ironed | 
out. Jose. 





Schenectady, N. Y¥. — Capehart 
dealers in the capital district are 
sponsoring a new audience partici- 
pation quiz. “Nickel For Nothing.” 
emceed by Bob Snyder, on WRGB, 
Schenectady. 


There are no limitations to the 
laugh devices for this show. Nor 
does there seem any limit to the 
rating this show will get when once 
the word gets around, if it hasn’t 
already. Kahn. 


Detroit TV’s the Nags 
Detroit, May 10. 
will telecast horse 





WXYZ-TV 


racing at the Detroit State Fair 
Grounds twice weekly beginning 
May 13. 


Cameras will pick up the fifth 
and sixth races Wednesdays and 
Saturdays in addition to special 
telecasts of the Decoration Day 


iand Fourth of July races. 








30 TELEVISION 
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‘Western 











there are an approximate 5,000, to full crystallization by Andre 


scattered TV sets, all of which 
adds up to precisely nothing. The 


programming, what there is of it, | 


is bad. Television receivers com- 
mand the same price as in the 
United States—$300 and up, and 


that’s too many francs in a country 
that’s plaving the ECA circuit. 
Yet. strangely enough, Radiodif 
fusion all to spring its 819 
line definition within the next few 
v Those who have witnessed 


is set 


-eks 


demonstrations of the 819-line 
transmission concede that France 
strategicall located can easily 
dominate the western European 
area through the excellence of its 


television 


But everything 1s slanted for the 


future. a situation forced upon 
Radiodiffusion through political 
and economic expediency. It is a 


future in which the French broad- 
casters envision a_ divorcement 
from government control, and the 
adoption of commercial standards; 


a future which will find transmit- 
ters rising to twice the height of 
the present one atop the Eiffel 


Tower, with auxiliary transmitters 
bordering Italy, Spain, Belgium, 
Holland, Germany, and with pos- 
sible penetration behind the Iron 
Curtain 

\} envisioned 
bordering countries 
the 819-line adopted by 
Zadiodiffusion (including the 
BBC) permitting for the creation 
of the Western Powers TV Net- 
work and the dovetailing of demo 
cratic ideologies. 

Italy, for example, only last 
week concluded negotiations with 
the French broadcasters for a tele- 
vision system embracing the techni- 
cal advances achieved by France. 
despite concerted efforts of the 
Radio Corp. of America to per- 
suade the European countries to 
fall in with American standards 
and ‘go 525” (via RCA _ equip- 
ment 

However, it looks like the RCA 
cause in Europe is a lost one. A\l- 
though David Sarnoff and his emis- 
sauries have penetrated most of the 
Western European countries ‘only 
receutly Spain’s Franco was given 
a private RCA mobile-unit run- 
through), the leaning today is to- 
ward the French system of trans- 
mission. Even Phillips of Belgium 
(which like Phillips of Luxem- 
bour; and Phillips of Holland has 
a working agreement with CA), 
has begun experimentation along 
6i9 lines, a tribute to the super- 
lative image only recently brought 


when 
with 


30 is an era 
fall in 


standard 


Powers TV Network’ 


Continued from page 1 














Ory, director of the French Tele- 
vision System. 

But the man on the Champs 
Elysees knows nothing of these 
technical achievements, or the fact 
that France succeeded where CBS 
failed. (Columbia took it on the 
chin to the tune of $3,000,000 in a 
vain bid to convince the FCC that 
color television embracing a like 
definition was entirely practical 

If few people talk about radio 
or television in Paris it par 
tially because the medium has 
failed to create personalities of its 
g 


iS 


own. There are no Fibber & Mol 
lvs, Bennys, Hopes or Gilder- 
sleeves. Talent recruited for radio 
and TV is more firmly rooted in 
other branches of Parisian show 
business—notably in the _ night 


spots. Primarily the people listen 
for the news and music, but they’re 
just as apt to pick it up from BBC 


or Radio Luxembourg or Radio 
Monte Carlo, which share equal 
spotlight in overall attention as 


Radiodiffusion. 

The key French 
themselves, if pinned down, con- 
cede that until such time that the 
system returned to private or 
even partially-private ownership to 
allow for commercial program- 
ming, they're behind the political 
eight-ball, enmeshed in endless red 
tape. 


broadcasters 


is 


Right now the political winds 
(with the Rightist thinking) are 
blowing in favor of a commercial 
setup, and the answer may be 
forthcoming within the next few 
weeks. The French Parliament 
starts its meets on May 17 and: 
one of the pending decisions is 
whether the Government shall re- 


linquish its hold on Radiodiffu- 
sion. General sentiment at the mo- 
ment appears to be that the Min- 
istry will give the nod for a part- 
Government-part-commercial oper- 
ation, similar to that in Canada 
and Australia. 

If television 
lative technical 


(despite the super- 
achievements) re- 
mains strictly in the rumor stage 
here, it is because thus far it has 
added up to a budgetless operation. 
The long experimentation with the 
819-line definition, the perfecting 
of the Henry DeFfrance-created 
tube with a sensitivity equal to 
that of theatre filims, the slow but 
sure progress on Radiodiffusion’s 
television building located in the 
heart of Paris — these were all 
made possible only through siphon- 


| ing off a few francs here and a 
few francs there from the radio 
budget. 

The television building, for ex- 
ample, is one of the potential won- 
ders of the TV world. But here, 
again, it is “pour le. future.” Lo- 
cated on the Left Bank within the 
shadows of the Eiffel Tower, an 
' unpretentious building from the 
outside but full of hidden secrets 
on the inside, it was started by the 
Nazis during the Occupation, using 
French labor. Came the day of lib- 
eration, and Operaiions Television 
remained at a standstill. 

During the past year things be- 
gan to hum again on the Rue de 
le Universite. Not that any TV coin 
was forthcoming from the Govern- 
ment. But whenever opportunity 

permitted, the French broadcast 
officials reallocated radio funds 
(sometimes this 4meant re-selling 
10 gallons of gas appropriated for 
an official’s car) so that, stone by 
stone, light by light. things began 
to take shape. 

Last month the Minister of In- 
formation was given his initial 
look-see at Television City. And so 
impressed was he by the progress 
made through the franc-pinching 
process, that he succeeded in ob- 
taining a $200,000 appropriation to 
continue the job. 


The multiple-studio interior is 
still in half-skeleton form. It will 
take another $1.000,000 to finish 
the job, and that probably won't 


be until another year and a half or 
two years. But already emerging 
out of the blueprint are achieve- 
ments that transcend = anything 
known in_the U. S. There is a 
studio (already completed) with 
an enormous pool designed espe 
cially for underwater camera shots, 
with an intricate lighting system 
and specially designed cameras to 


penetrate underwater ballet pro- 
gramming. (If asked why, when 


francs are of the essence, so much 
stress should be placed on under- 
water ballet construction furbe- 
lows, again comes the inevitable 
retort: “pour le future.””) 

There’s a. studio rising three 
stories high designed for circuses, 
without which no Frenchman can 
be happy. There are outdoor stu 
dios (including a roof studio) for 
tennis and other outdoor sports 
events, so that the top outdoor at- 
tractions of Paris will be integrated 
into TV and emanate directly from 
Television City. (Thus going even 
a step beyond the CBS-Tournament 
of Champions concept. 

But the man on the street knows 


nothing of what is going on. To 
him television is still in the 


nether realm of “Monsieur Berle.” 
That’s how far removed he is from 
video. 























G/BAL and 
G/BAL-7V 
Mean Business 
in Baltimore! 


NBC AFFILIATE—Nationally Represented By Edward Petry Co. 





























Tele Chatter- 
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New York 


Children’s wards in 23 New York | 
and New Jersey hospitals will get! 


from WOR's 
contributed by 
listeners. To 


telesets gifts 
Christmas Fund, 
the MBS outlet’s 


as 


date, 21 sets have been installed. | 


... Milt Rosenstock filmed first in 
his series of vidpix scripted by 
Ray Richman... Frank E. Martino, 
of ABC-TV spot sales, has named 


the new baby Frank Jr. Tele- 
phone Exchange furnishing 500 
copies of Ross Reports on TV 


programming to its members 

Ivor Kenway, ABC ad-promotion 
v.p., to speak at Princeton Club 
in N.Y. Friday (13) on TV advertis- 


ing... Ruth Trexler, ABC educa- 
tion-religious manager to discuss 
“Health Education by Radio and 
TV” at health confab here Friday 
(13)... Hugh M. Beville, Jr., NBC 
research director, and Noran 
Kersta, William H. Weintraub TV 


director, to speak on TV at New 


Schoo! tonight (Wed.). 

Walter Hart, now directing 
“Goldbergs” via CBS-TV, signed to 
direct “That Wonderful Man,” 


which bows in June 21 on the same 


web under Toni sponsorship 
James P. Gillis, former NBC ac- 
count exec, joined the radio-TV 


department of McCann-Erickson 


Peggy Cass signed for a role in 
“One Sunday Afternoon,” to be 
aired Monday (16) on CBS-TV's 
“Ford Television Theatre’ with 
Burgess Meredith, Hume Cronyn 


and Francesca Bruning starred 
Special talent edition of Ross TV 
Programming Reports, now being 
published for the actors’ Telephone 
Exchange, to be supplied gratis to 
members of the latter outfit Kay 
Bardsely and Marjorie Fisher, both 
tormer staffers of the N. Y. Daily 
News’ WPIX, formed Woman's 
World Television to specialize in 
packaging shows for women 
John MacDougall, program chief of 
WGYN-FM, N. Y., signed as per- 
manent announcer-narvrator on 
NBC-TV’s Monday night “Colgate 
Video Theatre.” 


New Tele Biz 


Gallant Lumber & Coal, Toledo, 
has signed for 52 weeks of quarter- 
hour film shorts once weekly over 
WSPD-TV, tele outlet in that city. 














Wendt ad agency placed the ac- 
count. 

Milwaukee Furniture Co., San 
Francisco, inked to sponsor “‘De- 


sign for Living,” weekly program 
on interior decoration, over KPIX, 
indie tele station in Frisco. 

Macmillan Petroleum  Corp., 
through Marketers, Inc., Hollywood 
agency, has signed a 13-week deal 
to sponsor “Roving Camera,” new 
10-minute film series aired Fridays 
via WNBT (NBC. N. Y.). 

Chevrolet Dealers of New York 
have signed an eight-week contract 
with WJZ-TV, to sponsor the Fri- 
day night telecasts of the “Roller 
Derby.” Campbell-Ewald is the 
agency. Sponsorship started May 6 
and will run through July 1. 

WGN-TV Chi, reported that Fox 
Deluxe Beer will sponsor first 
half of Friday boxing matches 
with Jack Brickhouse announcing, 
through Kastor agency. Rosen’s 
Clothing Store picks up tab for last 
half of program. Other new spon- 
sors include Holland Jewelry & 
Radio Store through Malcolm-How- 
ard agency; Lake Shore Electronics 
through H. S. Lauftman & Asso- 
ciates; and Salerno -Megowen Co. 
through Schwimmer & Scott agen- 
cy, all for announcements. 

WTMJ TV. Milwaukee,  an- 
nounced that Gimbel’s Department 
Store will sponsor half of Brewers 
Baseball games through Klau-Van 
Peterson-Dunlay agency. Miller 
Brewing Co. earlier had taken half 
of games through same agency. 
Larry Clark announces. State Dis- 
tributing Co. will sponsor a “rov- 
ing camera” program between 
double-headers through the Al 
Plotkin agency. 

Five firms ordered weekly spot 
announcements over WXYZ- TY. 
Detroit, last week. They are Rival 
Dog Foods, Truan’s Candy, New 
York Linoleum, Good Housekeep- 
ing Shops, and Ned’s Auto Supply. 


~ ‘Basin St.’ for TV 


“Chamber Music Society of 
Lower Basin Street,” ABC's jazz 
satire of longhair concerts which 
has been off the air for some years, 
is being readied for a reprise on 





ABC-TY. Gene Hamilton,  an- 
nouncer-directocr of the web's 
“Carnegie Hall" series owns the 


show, which is expected to bow in 
a month. 

Hamilton is growing a beard for 
the video version. 


Chicago 
Sun-Times has presented three 


tele sets to vet hospitals in (hj 
area. Promotion manager Me} 
Barker handled arrangements 

WGN-TV staffers on vacation are 
Helene Herzfeld to Coast, Barbara 
Corning in Bermuda, and Esther 
Bronson California bound Quiz- 
master Bob Elson hosted baseball] 
managers Connie Mack and Frank 
Lane of Athletics and White Sox 
respectively, on his “Identify” show 
via ABC-TV Announcer Russ 
Davis and chief cameraman Harry 
Birch of WBKB in Florida for va- 








cation Singer Vivian Martin 
guested on WNBQ by pianist 
Herbie Mintz Banjoist Jimmy 
James made appearance on ABC. 
TV “Barn Dance” Vocalist De- 
lores Marshall featured on Al More 
gan Show via WGN-TV. 
London 
Ted Kavanagh, scripter of the 
ITMA radio program, debuts in 
video with “‘Cuckoo College” May 
13 New Zealand cricket team 
will be shown in action during 


their three-day match at Lord’s 
Margot Fonteyn, prima ballerina, 
starring with Michael Somes and 
Haro!td Turner in a short ballet 
program “The Case of Thomas 
Pyke,” telecast yesterday (10), was 
specially written for video by 
Duncan Ross Back from = six 
montis in Paris at the Club de 
Champs Elysees, Nat Allen presid- 
ing over “Song Session” of old and 
new favorites Practical camping 
hints will be featured in the Chil- 
dren’s Program Sunday, May 22 
Direct from its run at the Globe 


theatre, “Oranges and Lemons” 
will be the highspot of the May 
14. program James Thurber’s 


” 


“The Last Flower” is to be told in 
pictures May 13 when 60 of the 
author’s drawings will be shown, 
accompanied by his own comment. 


‘NBC Gets Okay 
On UHF Testing 


Washington, May 10 
An authorization was granted by 
the FCC last week to test UHF 
television reception in the home. 
In the first permit of its kind, the 





agency authorized NBC to estab- 
lish a satellite station in Bridge- 
port, Conn., to link with WNBT, 


New York, for rebroadcasting net- 
work programs to a limited num- 
ber of special receivers capable of 
reception in the ultra high fre- 
quency band. The sets will be dis- 
tributed to special observers 

The web was requested to ad- 
vise the Commission immediately 
should RCA decide to sel] UHF 
receivers in the Bridgeport area. 
NBC's request for a waiver of hour- 
ly announcements required = on 
commercial stations was denied by 
the Commission, which will issue 
separate ca’ letters for the satellite 
outlets. 


PLYMOUTH OPTION ON 
‘CAMERA’ EXTENDED 


Plymouth has extended its op- 
tion on ABC-TV’s “Hold That Cam- 
era,” audience-viewer participation 
stanza, to Friday (13), via N. W. 
Ayer. “Camera,” emceed by Herb 
Sheldon, will use a telephone rou- 
tine, with persons phoned at home 
choosing partners in the studio as 
the camera pans the audience. 
Viewers called will have to work 
with their studio partner, watch- 
ing the screen and giving direc: 
tions over the phone. 

Ii Plymouth picks up the tab 
prizes will be cars for both the 
studio and viewer winners. Bud 
Barry, ABC tele v.p., is working for 
a mid-June preem. 


—D.C’s 44,500 TV Sets 


Washington, May 10 

The Washington Metropolitan 
area had 44.500 television sets 10 
operation as of May 1, a gain of 
3.750 over the April 1 figure. ac- 
cording to an estimate last week 
by the Washington Television Cir 
culation Committee 

The estimate indicated 
sets is leveling off at an average 
of about 3.500 a month since the 
record business of December when 
6,000 receivers were sold. 
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“Greatest Fights of the Century,” five-minute film show sponsored 
Vaseline Hair Tonic Friday nights via NBC-TV, has probably one of 
the lowest budgets for a high rating of any show now on the air. 
Entire package cost for a 12-station airing is about $825 per week, for 
which the show copped a hefty 60 in the April Pulse reports for met- 


opolitan N. 2 
: erograln was the 


idea of Cayton ad agency’s account exec, Bill 


Cayton, and TV director Allan Black, who believed that a five-minute 
show would yield bigger returns per dollar than spots, and so pro- 


duced the package themselves at a 
spots. Agency then 


cost no more than two one-minute 


grabbed up the choice five minutes after Friday 


night boxing matches on NBC-TV, which had been bypassed by other 


advertisers because of the indefinite 


length of the bouts. Under Cayton’s 


arrangement with NBC, the show is aired if at least five minutes 
remain between fights and the following “Chesterfield Supper Club”; 
if not, it is announced as being postponed a week. 





Indicating that an entertaining television spot commercial can have 
an indefinite run without fear of jading viewers, the Grey ad agency 


has extended the airing of its BVD 
the originally-planned three. 


animated spot for two months past 


Filmed plug was produced by Tele-Spots, 


Inc., whose contract called for the production of a new one every three 
months, which Grey execs had anticipated would be the life span, 
since the spot is airea three times weekly in 18 market areas. 

Agency recently completed both a spot survey of 400 setowners and 


a check of BVD dealers, with the 


the film. 
the agency $4,000. 


As a result, it was decided to leave it on the air. 
Extension of its life span an extra two months 


lajority indicating they will enjoy 
Film cost 


naturally brings down the unit cost per screening. 





Jerry Fairbanks Productions must sell its “Paradise Island” tele- 


vision series in 44 markets before 
nut. 


Series has been sold in 22 video markets to date. 
there are only 35 city outlets in this country. 


the producer can meet his filming 
At this time 
Fairbanks rolled the 


entire 26-week series in Mexico using Mexican musicians and original 


tunes to circumvent James C. 
for video pix. Outlets. leasing the 


year and are allowed to run the series through at will. 


minutes each. 


Petrillo’s ruling on musical soundtrack 


Fairbanks films have rights for one 
Pix run 15 


New quarters of the William 


H. Weintraub & Co. 


agency, in the 


building being erected at 488 Madison avenue, opposite CBS’ New York 


headquarters, will include a 
agency signed a $750,000 lease for 
17th floor. 
special lighting. 


Philly College Net Now 


Includes 5 Stations 
Philadelphia, May 10. 
Radio stations WHRC, of Haver- 
ford College, and WVIL, of Villa- 
nova College, has joined the Phila- 
delphia Inquirer’s Collegiate Net- 
work. Announcement was 
by John B. Roberts, network co- 
ordinator and director of Temple 
Univ.’s Radio Workshop. 
The collegiate net, which began 


100-seat theatre 


made | 


for TV auditions. The 
10 years and will occupy the entire 


Other features include a kitchen, sound-conditioning and 
The agency, at present occupying three floors at 30 
Rockefeller Plaza, will move in Jan. 1, 1950. 


broadcasting Feb. 21, includes 
WXPN, Univ. of Pennsylvania; 
WRTI, Temple, and WSRN, 


Swarthmore College. Programs of 
WFIL are carried on the scholas- 
tic net daily from 12:30 to 3 p.m., 
and from 11 p.m. to 1 a.m. 





St. Louis-The Illinois Baptist 
State Assn. has applied to FCC for 
a license for a new standard radio 
station at Murphyboro, Ill. near 
here. 


WBKB’s Spot Splurge 


Chicago, May 10. 

WBKB reported a two-week up- | 
surge in commercial spot business | 
with a total of 566 tele announce- | 
ments spread among 15 sponsors. | 
Benrus Watch, with 202 spots, led 
the parade, followed by Bulova 
Watch with 132. 

Stations execs point-out WBKB's 
heavy summer sport schedule as 
‘the reason for the new business. 

Other heavy spot users are Mail 


Line Products, 56; Chrysler Air- 
temp, 40; Goodyear Tires, 24; 
Fruit Industries, 26; Johnston 


Candy, 20. 


Religioso Leaders to 
Meet Again in Chi for 
Broadcast Workshop 


A Religious Radio 
sponsored by the Protestant Radio 
Federated 
Faculty of the Univ. 
of Chicago, will be held again at 
Chi, Aug. 1-26. Leaders in religi- 
ous radio#from the U. S. and 
Canada will spend the month creat- 
ing air shows, setting goals and 
policies for their broadeasts, and 
experimenting in the utilization of 
radio. 

The workshop will also evaluate 
programs submitted by religious 
groups and will award citations in 
11 classifications. Purpose of the 
workshop is to offer *“‘a chance for 
religious leaders to work in groups 
and individually under expert 
leadership, to develop major poli- 
cies and programs to make Ameri- 
can religious broadcasting effec- 
tive.” 


GM’s Shutter Contest 


Chicago, May 10 
General Mills is sponsoring a 
camera contest for amateurs in a 
tiein with its Jack Armstrong pro- 
gram on ABC, Monday through Fri- 
day, running until August 11. Con- 
test is nationwide, plus Hawaii. 
Winners will get an all-expense 
trip to the World Series, $200 in 
cash, and designriiuon of Look Mag- 
agine junior photog. 


Workshop, 


Commission and_ the 


Theological 








Par Asks FCC to Note Divorcement 


Lifts Anti-Trust Taint From Its TV 





Pickles’ British ‘Go’ Show 
May Have Airing in N.Y. 


London, May 10. 
Wilfred Pickles, whose “Have a 
Go” radio program tops the British 
popularity list, is sailing on the 
Queen Mary June 15 for a month 
in New York, Chicago and 
Angeles 


Los 


Visit is primarily to study Amer- 
ican broadcasting and video serv- 
ices, but Pickles hopes he'll be in- 
vited to do his “Have a Go” show 
in N.. ¥ If he does, he intends to 
bring back recording for broadcast 
here. He is taking over 10 records 
of his British show. 


KTLA Sees Red Ink End 
Possible by Year’s End 
Hollywood, May 10. 


Paramount television station 
KTLA, has a good chance to break 
even on a monthly before 
the end of this year, according to 





basis, 


Klaus Landsberg, outlet head 
here. KTLA now has 14 program 
segments sold plus spot and pai 
ticipating spot commercials 


Station has sold its “Hopalong 
Cassidy” pix to Central Chevrolet. 
Films are beamed each Friday 
Chevrolet paid card rate for the 
time which will run close to $5,000 
for the 13-week Auto con- 
cern has options on following 13- 
week segments. Also sold is the 
weekly semi-final wrestling bout 
aired on Wednesdays. Dr. Ross 
Dog Food picked up tab on mat 
matches In addition Rancho 
Soups sponsors the newsreel six 
davs weekly. “Hoffman Hayride,” 
“Tricks or Treats,” “Roving Cam- 
era,” final wrestling match, and 
‘“Hopalong Cassidy” film on Sun- 
day are also sponsored. 

Station will telense during after- 
noon on week-ends when there is 
a worthy special event being 
staged in the area, Landsberg said. 


series 


Washington, May 10. 

Paramount Pictures asked the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion last week to recognize its di- 
vision into separate companies as 
removing any question of its eligi- 
bility to enter the television field 
because of anti-trust violation. The 
firm requested that its application 
for a station in Detroit be amended 


to show United Paramount Thea- 


tres, Inc., as the applicant, in place 
of United Detroit Theatres Corp. 
UPT. it said, will have an interest 
in onlv one video station, the Bala- 
ban & Katz outlet (WBKB ea 
Chicago 

Par said its reorganization into 


separate companies for theatre 
holdings and picture’ production 
will give it a status free “from 
whatever inhibitions the Commis- 
sion may have thought to exist by 
reason of prior anti-trust proceed- 
ings.” However, it stated, regard- 
less of what may be decided with 
regard to other companies, Para- 
mount has settled its differences 
with the Government “and there 
can no longer be any basis for its 
disqualification, temporary or 
otherwise.” 


UPT, Par said, will own or con- 
trol substantially all of the thea- 
tres in the U. S. now owned by 
Par and there will be no common 
stockholders, officers, directors or 
emplovees of UPT and the com- 


pany which will be established to 
hold the production and distribu- 
tion assets. The latter firm, it said, 
will also hold the Famous Players- 
Canadian theatre circuit and other 
foreign theatres, Par’s interest in 
DuMont Television Labs., Para- 
mount building in New York, and 
Par’s video station (KTLA) and 
related facilities in Los Angeles. 

Par emphasized that there will 
be “complete and absolute separa- 
tion” of the two companies. 


Chicago—WOAK was voted the 
Public Interest Award for 1948 by 
the National Safety Council. Award 
to FM outlet was for “exceptional 
service in accident prevention.” 











HOLD IT! 


mutual 


See ee eee eeeerenee 


nena eresene 
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“listen here, boys, 


A client of ours said: ‘You fellows keep proving to us in your 


or pedal your cycle to 


*That’s a fact! Ask us 
to prove it, if you wish. 


the station— 
eT 


heard by the most people 


a 





ads that you can sell—sell more to more people at less cost than 
any high-powered station anywhere. Good heavens, man, 
we know it! 

“Hold that latest, will you? Good day, you’ve already 
wiped out our $250,000.00 inventory* of a household appliance 
in 8 weeks and the dealers are hollering all over the place.” 

To which WOR politely retorts: If radio can sell a product 
like that—and it can—it can sell a message, slogan, or idea, too. 
It can peg your trademark into people’s minds; it can make ’em 
remember and remember and remember. It can.... 


Oh, come, Gentlemen, pick up your phone, your quill, 


WOR | 


where the most people are 


's@eece@eseseaeets “eee 


“ee ®@eaeseeeceewpevs eee 
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ment for the moppets They maj 
not get educated on “Circus but 
they should have a lot of fun 
watching it. _ 
Format, judging from last Phurs- 
day’s (5) preem, was a simple one 
Group of kids are on hand to form 
the live audience for the clown's 
antics and the small fry at home, 
through association, should be 
the 


drawn almost as well into- 
spirit Clown and his magician 
friend, supposedly the owners of 


a traveling circus, take the kids 
on a behind-scenes party to punch 
up the circus atmosphere Format 


permits the inclusion ol the guest 


turns. who show up to entertain 
the visitors 
Cobv Ruskin. as Gobo. and Bud 


Palmer, as the magician, worked 
well on the debut, their efforts at 
not playing down to their audience 
paying off with the kids tossing 
away their natural shyness. More 
camera concentration on reactions 
of the on-stage youngsters would 
have added punch but sufficient 
attempts were made in that direc- 


tion to indicate director James 
Jordan, Jr., has the right idea. 
(Jordan is son of Jim Jordan, 
radio’s Fibbe McGee’. Circus 
theme, incidentally, provides a 
good tiein for various types of 
sponsors. Stal, 


INSIDE WASHINGTON 
With Jack Bachelder, emcee; others 
Producer-director: Charles Chris- 
tiansen 
30 Mins.; Wed. (27), 5 p.m. 
Sustaining (8 Stations) 
NBC-TW, from Washington 
This half-hour offering was 
NBC's attempt to demonstrate how 








television could be used to tie in 
with the education fed in schools, 
and it was a good first try. Staged 
under the supervision of Caroline 
Burke, tele production chief of 
NBC's public affairs and education 
department, the show took viewers 
behind the scenes in Washington 
to illustrate the Government's 


workings. Pageboys from the 
Senate and Supreme Court out- 
lined the work of the legislative 


and judicial branches, while Presi- 
dential secretary Charles G.. Ross 
helped explain some of the Chief 
Executive's chores. 

Use of the youngsters, of course, 
helped pitch the show directly at 
the looking and the 


Senate pageboy, in addition to be- 
ing the most personable on the 
program, did a neat job of show- 
ing how a bill went through the 
various stages of Congress until it 
reached the White House. Cameras 


teenagers in 


went next to Ross’s office for his 
short interview by emcee Jack 
Bachelder and then cut to the 


Supreme Court pages, who staged 
a mock trial to demonstrate the 
workings of the judges. Kids per- 
formed ably under’ Bachelder’s 
questioning and adult viewers too 
might have gained some pointers 
on their Government. 

One of the few questions that 
must be solved for shows of this 
tvpe is their time slotting. 
agers cooped up in school all day 


can be expected to want straight 
/entertainment on their pre-dinner 


video, so that the total audience 
reached is difficult to figure. If 
such a program could’ be piped 


directly into the _ schoolrooms, 
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MEMO : 


Subject: The Short Show 


To: 
Joe Brattain 


Roger Pryor 


Arthur Prvor 


Walter Craig 


Production No, 3 


telegenic product. 


especially for TV. 


Call us at MU-9-1594 





Harold L. McClinton 


Lloyd ©. Coulter 


We'll be 


in TV, 


Bill Lewis 

Helen Lee 
Wilson M. Tuttle 
Winslow Case 
Myron Kirk 

Pat Weaver 


For $780 a week, including time charges, talent, built- 


in commercial and commissions, you can telecast our 


in Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis, Louisville 


Indianapolis and Memphis 
or 


(for $60 less) us Boston, New Haven, Wilming- 


ton, Baltimore, Washington and Richmond, 


This will be interesting news for that big-budget client 
whe wants to run a low-budget test, for the one with 


spotty distribution, and tor the low-budget man with the 


Production No. 3 is a five-minute film package, made 


in all day. 


INTERCITY TELEVISION DISTRIBUTORS 


15 Central Park West. New York, N. Y. 


could be of great value both to 
teachers and pupils alike. Stal. 


ROBERTA QUINLAN 
With Harry Clark Trio, Bob Stan- 
ton, guest Ziggy Lane 
Producer: Roger Muir 
Director: Doug Rogers 
15 Mins., Tues.-Thurs., 
MOHAWK CARPETS 
NBC, from New York 
(George R. Nelson) 
Roberta Quinlan, alternating 
with Morton Downey two nights 
weekly on behalf of Mohawk car- 
pets, is a seasoned tele performer 
with considerable experience in 
England as well as on sundry NBC 
She’s a personable, pho- 
togenic chirp with a pleasing de- 
meanor and good projection. Sur- 
rounding Miss Quinlan is a com- 
petent musical grew and a guest 
performer. Latter helps the for- 
mat achieve an occasional change 
of picture and provides a change 
of pace. 


7:30 p.m. 


shows 


The show depends chiefly on 
Miss Quinlan’s charm, which is 
considerable. Although vocal 


equipment is good and her piano 
accomps' provide a_ full-bodied 
background, tune selection § on 
show caught might have been bet- 
ter. Ziggy Lane, gué@ting on this 
show, did one tune in a sprightly 
manner, and Bob Stanton’s Mo- 
hawk pitches were easy and sans 
pressure. Jose. 


WESLEY 
With Donald Deviin, Frank 

Thomas, Sr., Mona Thomas, Joy 

Reese, Jack Ayers, Billy Nevard, 

Joe Sweeney 
Producer: Worthington Miner 
Director: Frank Schaffner 
Writer: Samuel Taylor 
Sets: Richard Rychtarik 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining (4 Stations) 

CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

“Wesley” marks television’s at- 
tempt to hit upon a good situation 
comedy format and comes close to 
the mark. Scripted by Samuel 
Taylor, who co-authored’ the 
Broadway legiter. “What a Life,” 
from which radio’s ‘Aldrich Fam- 
ily’ was adapted, the TV show re- 
sembles “Aldrich” in format. As 
such, judging from the preem (8), 
it’s a leisurely-paced tale about the 
average American middle-class 
family, revolving about the antics 
of the 12-year-old son. It will 
vrobably draw the same type audi- 
ence that tunes into “Aldrich” on 
radio. 

Tavlor’s initial script was slight- 
lv contrived, telling of Wesley’s 
»ttempts to get out from under his 
first violin lesson, which conflicted 
‘with a neighborhood baseball game 
he was to pitch. Story served well, 
however, to set the pace for sub- 
sequent programs and to introduce 
the fairly large cast. And, as for 
the contrived script, the workings 
of a 12-year-old’s mind in lining up 
ways to avoid a music lesson might 
be expected to be involved. 

Standout aspect of the debut was 
the ace production handed the 
show by Worthington Miner, re- 
flecting the touch he has already 


| complete with a jackpot 


couldn't get out of their own end 
zone. The best writing could not 
begin to entertainingly align the 
off-fabled troubles yesteryears 
vaude turns went through, in 30 
minutes. And that’s what 
tried to do: it’s quite possible a 
very enjoyable serial type of pro- 
gram could be evolved from the 
idea, however. 

Karen Tedder, vocalist with Red 
Ingle’s Natural Seven, and Elaine 
Stritch. a radio and TV actress, 
played the parts of a femme dance 
turn. the girl friends of the comic 
pair Miss Tedder made a very 
good impression; her work was 
natural and_ unaffected. Miss 
Stritch contributed a good job, 
too Elm City Four. barbershop 
quartet, got into the act ina bar- 
room scene 

Harry Sosnik’s orchestra ably 
aped the vaude pit music of ves- 
teryeal Wood. 


HOLD IT, PLEASE 
With Gil Fates, emcee: Bill Mc- 

Graw, Mort Marshall, Cloris 

Leachman, Max Showalter, 

Evelyn Ward 
Director: Frances Buss 
30 Mins.: Sun., 7 p.m. 

Sustaining (4 stations) 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

“Hold It, Please’ is CBS-TV’s 
new version of thé telephone quiz, 
question 
twist. As enter- 


and a “mystery” 


, tainment, it falls far short of the 


target, but, with the public appar- 
ently still avid for giveaways, it 
ean be expected to draw its share 
of the Sunday night audience. Half- 
hour show (together with “Wes- 
ley.’ which follows it), is the new 
CBS-TV house package replacing 
“Studio One.’ moving this week 
into the Wednesday night 10 to 11 


| slot 


|to reveal more of the face. 


| remarks, 


| established on such CBS-TV pro- | 


| grams as “Studio One” and “Gold- 
| bergs.” Cast was good. Donald 
| Devin, in the title role. suffered 
from faulty pronunciation at times 


hbnt  thesped capably. Frank 
Thomas, Sr., and Mona Thomas 
(Mr. and Mrs. ir real life), were 
okay parents. Joy Reese, as the 


teenage sister; Jack Ayers, as her 
suitor; Billy Nevard. as Wesley's 
sidekick, and Joe Sweeney, as the 
grandfather, fit their roles well. 
Director Frank Schaffner took 
full advantage of Richard 
Rvchtarik’s excellent set of the 
family homesetead, maneuvering 
_his cameras through the rooms 
with hardly a hitch. One piece of 
integrated film, on the baseball 
game, was N.s.g. Stal. 


ON THE TWO-A-DAY 

With Jackie Gleason, Pat Harring- 
ton, Elaine Stritch, Karne Ted- 
der, Elm City Four, Harry Sos- 
nik’s Orch : 

Director: Vic McLeod 

Writer: Vince Curran 

30 Mins.; Mon. (9), 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining (7 stations) 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

if films killed vaudeville, the 
latter got even on another type of 
screen Monday (9) evening when 
NBC television staged a one-time 
experiment with a show titled “On 
,the Two-A-Day.” With Jackie 
Gleason, comic from “Along Fifth 
Avenue,” legit musical; Pat Har- 
rington, Karen Tedder and Elaine 
Stritch, in the leads, the tryout 
broadcast was enough to make 
many a video dialer swear off for 
a while. 

It wasn't a lack of talent. It 
was a lack of ideas and script over 
which the show stumbled.  Basic- 
allv, the thought of reincarnating 
vaude’s trials and troubles has 
merit, but the construction in this 
particular instance was nowhere 
and .the. seript .was in. the. same 








category. Gleason and Harrington 


| p.m 
with a 


Format of the quizzer, as estab- 
lished on the preem (8), was diffi- 
cult to follow and was made even 
more so by the straying explana- 
tion of emcee Gil Fates. who ap- 
parently was never quite certain 
himself as to how the questions 
should be handled. By the end of 
the program, it was more clear 
that home viewers contacted by 
phone won a prize if they could 
guess the answer and then could 
take a crack at the jackpot by iden- 
tifying the portrait of a celeb. 
Portrait, at the start of the show, 
was covered by a disk from which 
pieces were removed one at a time 
Since 
no one cracked the solution on the 
preem, it should be easier for con- 
testants next week. 

Questions were sufficientl¥ 
mixed and visually presented to 
keep the show from dragging. Bill 
McGraw, Mort Marshall, Evelyn 
Ward and Cloris Leachman thesped 
the charades and Max Showalter 
handled the musical sticklers okay. 
Fates overdid his attempts for in- 
formality. 
the program might 
achieve the necessary tightness. 
Description of the prizes, handled 
by a gal at the switchboard, 
naturally included the manufac- 
ture’s name but were kept within 
the bounds of good taste. Stal. 


75th KENTUCKY DERBY 
With Joe Palmer; Bernie Bracher, 
announcer 
Producers: Jack Boyle, Richard 
Jackson 
Director: Walter K. Witherbee 
45 Mins., Sat. (7) 6 p.m. 
GILLETTE 
WAVE-TYV Louisville 
Country's top sporting event, the 
Kentucky Derby, has come a long 
way since that first race in 1875 by 
Aristides. Saturday’s premier rac- 
ing classic was televised for the 
first time, and WAVE-TV, direc- 
tors and camera crew, did a top- 
notch job for the estimated 140,000 
viewers in the Louisville area. Sta- 
tion made spot checks, and results 
of the surveys indicate that about 
that number was gathered around 
receivers in public places, homes, 
taverns, libraries, department 
stores, and in store windows. 
Telecast hit the receivers at 4 
(CST) (6 o’clock in the East) 
color description of the 
crowd, infield, and preliminaries to 
the big race, by Bernie Bracher, 
WAVE-TV sports man. Cameras 


this | 


were part of the 100,000 crowd 
Horses pass the grandstand twice 
in the mile-and-a-quarter race. and 
the thundering hoofs made a dra- 
matic impact on the TV audience 

Joe Palmer gave a dramatic and 
clear calling of the race. With 
the aid of the Zoomar lens, it was 
made possible to get fast closeups 
and even when the horses were 


' bunched on the far side of the mile 


oval, nags and riders were dis. 
tinguishable with fine clearness. 

Camera caught horses as they 
were returning to the front of the 
grandstand to be unsaddled by 
their grooms. Effective coverage 
was given the tote board. where 
the viewer at home could see the 
changing odds. After race cere. 
monies, shots of Steve Brooks, win- 
ning jockey and Ponder in the 
winner’s circle, speeches by Matt 
Winn, Gov. Clements, trainer Ben 
Jones, and a briet acknowledge. 
ment by Brooks, also made color- 
ful camera todder. 


Telecast came off in tip top 
fashion, and WAVE-TV program 
and technical crew should rate 


praise for their slick handling of 
this top sport event. Wied. 


| BON VOYAGE 
| With Ibo Meucci, Dennis Wright, 


William Boyden, Phyllys 

clay; John Weigel, emcee 
Writer-Producer: Alan Fishburn 
Director: Greg Garrison 
30 Mins., Sun., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from Chicago 

This is a geographical quizzer, 
wherein emcee Jolm Weigel uses 
stills and rhyming clues with two 
pre-selected teams. Participants 
try to place sites and locations in 
an “Information Please” atmos- 
phere. 

In this case, teams were com- 
posed of an interior decorator and 
the British consul on one side, and 
a lawyer and historian on_ the 
other. Prizes were given to the 
team with the higher score. 

Production-wise, show moved a 
little too fast for the average tele- 
viewer. Conversation was ad lib, 
and not directed at camera often 
enough. This was especially true 
of participants, since Weigel does 
a good job of keeping the audience 
with the show. 

This will make a good average 
attraction for an average Sunday 
p.m. home circle, if the cameras 
spend more time on medium shots 
taking in the whole panel of guests. 


Bar- 


'Too much jumping around of lens 


on closeups gives jarring note to 





an otherwise sound educational 
program. Mart. 
Houston—A nighfly television 


Show is available to patrons of the 
Fulton theatre, an Interstate nabe 
house here, in a tiein made with 
Edmonson’s Inc., an appliance firm 


| and Billy Hemphill, manager of the 


If he tightened up his | 


handled by Robert Roth and Nor- | 


man Preston, mounted atop 


the | 


press box at Churchill Downs, scan- | 
ned the mammoth plant ,and gath- 


ered in the lens much colore 
material from the huge Derby Day 
crowd, perhaps one of the most 
uninhibited of any gathering of 
sports fans to be found anywhere. 
Bernie Bracher gave a clear run- 
ning comment on the entries. and 
dope on each horse, as they came 
on the track. Cameras also caught 
“My Old Kentucky Home,” which 
was given a false start by opera- 
tors of the p.a. system, and “The 
National Anthem.” 

As horses passed the grandstand. 
for the long trek to the starting 


gale al. he. head of the. stretch,, 


viewers were privileged to get a 


Fulton. The appliance firm is next 
door to the house. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio | 


Repeating his win position in last year’s survey, Walter Winchell 
placed first in the news commentator bracket with a rating of 25.7 in 
c. E. Hooper's third annual “Hooperade of Stars.’ Annual report, 
pased on the average of program ratings between November, 1948. and 
April, 1949, places first, second and third place winners in 17 program 


categories. 

Winners in the other categories were: “Radio Theatre.” in plays; 
Jack Benny, variety ‘displacing Fibber McGee & Molly); “My Friend 
Irma,” evening dramatic skits; “Stop the Music,” audience participa- 
tion: “Mr. District Attorney, mystery; Bing Crosby, male singer: “Your 
Hit Parade,” evening popular music; Margaret Whiting. female singer: 
Edward R. Murrow, news reporter; “Telephone Hour,” concert music; 
“tone Ranger,” children’s program; “Ma Perkins,”” weekday serial: 
“Grand Central Siation,” daytime skits; Arthur Godfrey, weekday va- 
riety; Bill Stern, sports; and “Grand Slam,” weekday aud participation 


WNYC, New York’s municipal station, is getting applicants for two 


positions on the staff by plugging the fact on its own air time The 
pests assistant program director at $4.450 (plus $660 cost-of-living 
adjustment) and radio operations assistant at $2.100. will be filled 
aiter the Municipal Civil Service Commission holds an exam. The com 


mission will accept applications at 96 Duane street. N. Y.. until 4 pm 


May 18. 


Barbecue tagged “199 smart advertisers are cooking on 


WOR” being distributed by the New York MBS outlet to 1.500 time 
buvers and potential Names of present bankrollers are 
stumped on the apron, which is suitable for spring and summer pic 
nicking. 


aprons 
sponsors. 
ABC is plunking down $100,000 for a series of columns on daytime 


radio in women’s magazines. 
by “Joan Lansing,” a house name, contain no reference to ABC. Ted 


The ads, set in editorial style and signed 


Oberfelder, the web’s ad-promotion director, feels that women readers 
wil] be able to find the shows plugged after a little dial twisting 

The mags used, published by Dell. Fawcett and Macfadden, have a 
combined circulation of 11,500,000. Campaign starts in July issues. 


A 15-minute dramatic series highlighting benefits of social security 
has been transcribed by the Social Security agency and will be offered 
cuffo to all stations on request. The 13-part program was narrated by 
Edwin C. Hill, ABC commentator, and features Dean Jagger and Fred 
Uttal. It was written and produced by Jack Byrne. 

ABC, a sub-contractor, recorded the series for Allied Record Manu- 
facturing Co. of Hollywood. 

French and American broadcasters are cooperating to promote the 
American Legion's annual Poppy Drive. 
MBS’ “This Is Paris,” 
Poppy Queen to the flown to the U. S. for appearances on Ed Sullivan's 
“Toast of the Town” (CBS-TV) and the “We, the People” simulcast 
(CBS). She'll also be heard on “This Is Paris” and will broadcast her 
views on the U. S. to France via Radiodifiusion Francaise. 

Plans for the Poppy Queen, who aided American airmen during the 
war, include interviews with Mayor O’Dwyer and President Truman, a 
visit to the Indianapolis Speedway and participation in the Gold Star 


Maurice Chevalier, star of 
selected a 20-year-old Flanders girl] as the first 


WTVN’s 633-Ft. Tower 


Toledo, May 10. 
Edward Lamb, Toledo attorney 
and radio station operator;, has 
signed a long-term lease for the 
roof of the LeVeque-Lincoln 
rower, Columbus, for the installa- 
tion of tower and antenna to be 
used by his Columbus television 
Station, WTVN, which will operate 
on channel 6. The building is 560 
feet high and the tower will rise 
633 feet above the street level. to 
become one of the highest tele- 
casting points in the midwest 
TV station tees off Labor Day 


ABC Streamlines 
Its TV Rate Card 


The growing trend toward 
streamlined rate cards and more 
liberal frequency 
vertisers Is seen in 
price schedule, which goes into 
effect Sunday (15). It provides the 
Same rate of discount for all time 
classifications, day or night. an an 
nual rebate of 12!2°, or more 
than the present rate) and permits 
sponsors to combine Class A. B 
and C time to earn discounts 

Sponsors 


discounts to ad- 
ABC-TV's new 


weekly shows 
100° of 
80°: 
30 minutes, 60°C, and 15 minutes. 
40°, Class A time applies Mon 
day-Friday, 6-10:30 p. m., and Sat- 
urday and Sunday. 12 noon to 
10:30 p. m Class B rates, com- 
puted at 75°) of the A rate, apply 
Monday-Friday, 5-6 p. m., and 
daily, 10:30-11 p. m Remainder 
of sked is designated Class C and 
costs 60° of the evening rate. 
New TV ecard bills a Class A 
hour, on the complete 35-station 
net. at $10,420, an average of 
$318.50 per station. The old card 
called for $6,370 for 20 stations. 
an average of $297.71 per station 


whose 
total 60 minutes will pay 
the hourly rate: 45 minutes. 


7% less than the current figure. 
Greensboro, N. C.—WBT. Char- 
lotte, announced it would begin 


television transmissions within 60 
to 90 days, for the first video trans- 
mission in the Carolinas. 
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Industry Cheers AVCO Repeal Plan, 
But Nixes Meddlesome Alternate 





TV Bids for Hildegarde 
May K.0. Paris Concerts 


Television bids, plus a three-week 
Hotel Shamrock, Houston, date at 
a fancy figure (around $9.000 a 
week), and commitments in 
Cleveland and Pittsburgh, are set 
ding back Hildegarde’s European 
trek until August Her manage 
Anna Sosenko,. has some Continen 
tal concert engagements sel mn 


Paris (taking over the Marigny fol 
one series and elsewhere but 
current TV negotiations may even 
snatu that \liss Sosenko was 0 


have sailed on an exploratory trip 
two weeks ago, to set up the in 
tended earlie1 
ments in Europe in early July, but 
had to cancel 

Chanteuse, currently al the 
Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room. N. \ 
orens at the Shamrock May 23 
Its her first Texas booking 


Chi Tele Council Elects 


Chicago. Mav 10 
Chi Television Council holds its 


annual elections tomorrow ‘(Wed 


concert engage 


with the entire slate of officers up 
for consideration. Present ticket Is 
headed by James L. Stirton. ABC 
TV general manager of central 
division 

Pressure is expected by Council 
members to retain Stirton in his 
prexy post, in view of his success 
ful handling of the national tele 
conference and a subsequent 40° 
jump in Council membership 


Gagan’s Hub Bow 
Boston, May 10 

George A. Gagan, managing edi- 
tor and columnist of the Lowell 
Sunday Telegram, debuted _ last 
week as news reporter and com- 
mentator of a new WLAW daily 
airer called “Top O’ the Morning.” 
The 15-minute slot is on Monday 
through Saturday at 7:15 

Gagan has been on the Telegram 
for 16 years. 


Washington, May 10 
The Federal 
Commission proposal to repeal its 
admittedly unworkable AVCO bid- 
ding procedure for station § sales 
brought unanimous endorsement 
last week of the radio industry, but 
iis alternative suggestion of an 
overall requirement to advertise 
major broadcast applications got 
support Interested 
parities submitted their comments 
in briefs to the FCC 
Communications 
“excellent 


Communications 


little or no 


rhe Federal 
Bar Assn. thought the 
d-of - mouth 


\ communications 
which exist in the 


radio indust 
plus the regular trade press and 
newspaper coverage of FCC activi- 
lies, gives ample opportunity tor 
interested persons to be advised of 
applications rhe Commission's 
“novel” proposal to require public 
notices in newspapers or Via news- 
papers and radio announcements, 
it said, Is unnecessary Such a 
procedure, it declared, constitutes 
an invitation to the curious, the 
envious and the meddlesome, cre- 
ating unnecessary burdens on the 
proper activities of the applicant.’ 

Opposition to the substitute pro- 
CBS as 
unduly cumbersome and unneces- 
sarv to the achievement of the ob- 
jective which the Commission = 1s 
apparently seeking.” It pointed 
out that the alternative plan re- 
quires a waiting period of 90 days 
for all applications while the 
AVCO procedure requires only 60 
davs and concerns only transters 
and assignments of licenses The 
web suggested instead a 30-day 
cutoff beginning with the date of 
Commission announcements listing 
applications as accepted for filing. 

The National Assn. of Broad- 
casters asked the Commission to 
make final the proposed repeal of 
AVCO. Its opposition to the sub- 
stitute plan was supported in 
briefs by NBC and ABC. 

The Commission proposal would 
require advertising of apptieations 
for new stations, change of fre- 
quency, power, location, transfer 
and renewal of license. 


posal was also made by 





Mothers ceremonies at the Statue of Liberty. 























news, all major sports. 
Time is available. Programs are ready. 


advertisers are consistently using Buffale’s pioneer television station. There's 


room for more on Channel Four. 
e 


How old is TV in Buffalo? 
ONE YEAR! 


How Big is TV in Buffalo? 
it's a GIANT! 


Yes—a giant from all angles. Advertisers? 201 local and national firms have 


See your nearest Petry office. 





used WBEN-TV. Sets? 22,368 are operating in the Buffalo area. Networks? 
NBC Basic, plus choice shows from ABC, Du Mont and CBS. Local Programs? 
26 Buffalo-built shows each week, covering mystery, musical variety, Barn 


Dance, quizzes, Buffalo News-Reel, personalities, homemaking, talent search, 


Wise 


NBC BASIC — CHANNEL 4 
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Ii he would not, the plan should be 
rejected because it is an improper 
divestment of the licensee’s respon- 
sibility 

Dodging the Issues 


Grounds listed in opposition to 
the plans were: 


| It doesn’t provide assurance 
that Richards will surrender his In- 
fluence over the policies of the 
siations 


2 Even if the plan “effectivels 
and completely” relinquishes con- 
trol, the proposed delegation of au- 
improper 


thority nevertheless 


and should be disapproved 


3 If the 


is 


treated a 
transfer of control rather than a 
delegation of authority, it doesn't 
meet Commission standards tor 
such transiers. 

4. In any case, the issues in the 
Richards case should be first de- 
cided before passing on the pro- 
posed transfer 

Taking up the objections in de- 


plan 1s as 


tail, the petition declared that “re- 
gardiess of any theoretical aban- 
donment of control,” Richards 


would have the power to tell the 
trustees whether they could carry 
out any future plans especially if 
additional funds are required 
“Richards will still hold the purse 


strings,” it declared The plan 
does not completely remove him 
from management, it added, and 


is only “an attempt to provide a 
respectable front for a discredited 
operation.” 

Citing decisions stating that the 
responsibility of a licensee for all 
program service may not be dele- 
gated, the petition asked whom the 
Commission would hold responsible 


under the proposed transfer for 
station operations. And suppose 
the abuses continued under the 


trustees? The organizations asked 
whether the Commission would 
then revoke Richards’ license be- 
cause of the trustees’ action. “If 
Richards is giving up control of the 
stations,” the petition asserted, “he 
should give up the stations.” 
Reviewing the background to 
the Richards case, the petition de- 
clared that the Commission has 
sworn statements from former em- 
ployees of KMPC, L. A., that Rich- 


ards gave instructions to “keep 
hammering away at the Jews” by 


suggesting tieups with Commun- 
ism, crime, and other disreputable 
activities. It stated also that he 
directed that stories portraying 
Jews unfavorably should be high- 
lighted at the outset of news pro- 
grams. 

Richards’ subsequent denial that 
he was prejudiced against Jews, 
the petition said, is refuted by 
documentary evidence in FCC files 





Jewish Group | 
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and by his own admission to the 
Commission that “he has in the 
past issued instructions .w hich 
could have resulted in slanting of 
the news.” 








Radio Gaining | 
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radio which 
were made 25 vears ago 


Selling TV Too Cheaply 


ous forecasts about 


Comdr. Mortimer J. Loewi, Du- 
Mont Network director, spoke on 
television and he didn’t have to de- 
fend it He treated it as an un- 
debatable medium Loewi, how- 
ever, did earn that “‘we are selling 
television too cheaply by condi- 


tioning the public’s mind to accept 
television as an- entertainment 
medium.” 

Most practical of the general 
sessions came Saturday night when 
Erik Barnouw, Radio Writers Guild 
topper, related the background of 
the VD radio campaign sponsored 


by the U. S. Public Health Service. 
Barnouw told how the idea was 
born and grew and how it was 


tested with the hour-long ABC doc- 
umentary, ““VD—The Conspiracy 


ot Silence.” 
Another highlight session was a 
discussion on television and edu- 


cation, designed to aid schools and 
universities who are wondering 
what their institutions should do 
about television Big question 
mark was: should colleges apply 

and build their own TV sta- 
tions? 

Prof. Carl H. Menzer, director 
of radio broadcasting for the Iowa 
State U., outlined the plans his 
university has for its own TV out- 


let. for which it has filed with 
the FCC, and claimed that “in 
order to do the job right, educa- 


tion must own and operate its own 
stations.” 

Audience was staggered by costs 
involved in a college's building its 
own television  station—$300,000 
for the initial station facilities, 
Menzer estimated, and a $50,000 
minimum for the first year’s. op- 
eration 

Other practical ways for educa- 
tors to use television actively were 


brought forward by Robert Wag- 
ner, OSU director of motion pic- 
ture production, (“Develop TV 


films for TV use”); Elizabeth Mar- 


shall. WBEZ, Chicago (“Take live 
programs to commercial sta- 
tions”); and Kenneth G. Bartlett, 


director of the radio center, Syra- 
cuse U. 

Bartlett’s “Svracuse Plan” came 
in for much favorable comment. 
The Bartlett idea, which Syracuse 
hopes to put into effect shortly. 
calls for the TV-minded university 
to build its own television studio, 
linked by cable to one or more 
commercial TV stations. 


























: TV To Dominate 
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vertisers’ dollars: it 
ondary to television. 

“Five years from now, when AM 
broadcasting feels the heavy im- 
pact of television, the financial re- 
turns will undoubtedly be consid- 
erably less. These risks should be 
very caretully weighed by anyone 
contemplating entering AM broad- 
casting and should be carefully 


will be sec- 









































**] trained on Wheaties, Al.” 


if 
weighed by AM broadcasters plan-| 


ning their future.” 

Coy said the “skyrocket prog- 
ress” of television during the last 
two years will be “progressively 
accelerated.” He concurred in the 
estimates of the manufacturers that 
within five years between 40 and 
50°) of American homes will have 
TV receivers. 

The FCC chairman was 
on FM's future, said that it will 
continue to grow and that he did 
not think it “need be squeezed out” 
by television. 

“If this nation 
require sound 
I think it will) 
a demand for 
sound 


bullish 


continue to 
service (and 
then there will be 
the best kind of 
service available.” Coy de 
clared. “That best is FM.” 

On faesinile’s future Coy was 
not so hearty. He called the “prom- 
ol newspaper an 
intriguing one,”’ applaywded the con- 
tinued work on development of the 
medium but ended. by saying 
“much more experience appar 
ently needed before we estimate 
the future of the art of radio 
printing.” 

Cov listed four bottlenecks which 
would be eliminated to speed tele- 
vision’s growth during the next 
five years. These are: 

1. The FCC freeze granting 
of new construction permits. 

2. The limitation of the present 
channels in the VHF band. 

3. Scarcity of networking facili- 
ties. 

4. The huge cost of station con- 
struction and operation. 


Settlement Seen 
In IBEW Strike 
Vs. Yankee Web 


Boston, May 10. 
Terms and conditions of arbitra- 
tion by which the strike of IBEW 
engineers against the Yankee Net- 


will 
radio 


an electronic 


ise 


is 


on 


12 


work mav be settled will be sub- 
mitted to the union tomorrow 
(Wed.). Terms call for a return 


to work of the engineers pending 
settlement by arbitration. 

Walkout of IBEW members at 
Yankee stations Tuesday (3) at 6 
p.m. resulted in 21 stations of Mu- 
tual going off the air for 17 min- 
utes. WNAC’s signal nixed for 58, 
and WONS., Hartford, off for 55 
minutes. The strike is still on, with 
tomorrow's meeting to determine 
length of the walkout and agree- 
ments, if anv. The MBS stations 
are back on the air, but picketing 
continues. 

Walkout came 
and union could not come to an 
agreement on renewing contract 
which ran out May 1. With basic 
rate ranging from $54 to $90 for 
various stations, IBEW demanded 
a wage tilt. 
with a 20°: cut for all stations out- 
side Hub. While there would be 
no wage cut at WNAC. station 
proposed lopping 17 engineers off 
its payroll temporarily. Linus 
Travers, Yankee general manager, 
claimed such reduction was neces- 
sary at this time, stating that those 
laid oif would be rehired and with 
expanding video plans of WNAC- 
TV many more engineers would be 
necessary. 

Newscasters. who are members 
of the Boston Editorial Assn. 
walked off in sympathy at the end 
of their night’s stint and AFRA 
announcers were forbidden by 
their local to cross picket line, al- 
though their contract has months 
to run before negotiations. Their 
_action was taken after a night-long 
|; meeting in which they decided 
| their principle was at stake and so 
| notified the management who as- 
{ 
| 


when network 


| sured them that their contract 
was still in eect and would not be 
| disturbed by refusal to cross 
picket line. AFRA members are 
i in all cities except Worcester. 

Executives of the chain. headed 
| by Travers, and Thomas F. O'Neil. 
director of General Tire and Rub- 
ber, owners of the chain. have 
been meeting with Russel D. 
Lighty and State Labor Commis- 
sioner John J. Delmonte in at- 
tempts to straighten out the situ- 
ation. 


Wm. Mullen to Wm. Morris 


William P. Mullen has resigned 





;as CBS-TV sales account execu- 
tive to join the William Morris 
ageney radio and TV dept. under 


Wally Jordan. 
Mutlen has been with CBS since 
1947 and prior to that was with 





Lennen & Mitchell. 


Station countered | 











Hooper, Nielsen 
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share of the TV audience alone. 
Thus. he said, the measurements 
will be directly comparable to ra- 
dio and it will be possible to study 


trends in the relationship between 
the two media. 
Ratings are to be taken in 31 


of the 35 present TV market areas, 
with only New Haven, Dayton, Al- 
buquerque and Erie excluded. Re- 
ports on individual programs are to 
be based only on those cities which 
air the program and they will show 


the number of such cities. They 
are to be weighted to reflect the 
number of radio homes in the 50- 
mile area of each city transmit- 
ting. Hooper plans to cover both 
sponsored and sustaining shows, 
so the sustainers may get places 
in the monthly top 10. 

Hooper, in attempting to take 
into consideration all factors that 


may affect a show’s rating, will pay 
particular attention to its method 
of transmission. Until some nation- 
wide method of networking is 
opened up, he pointed out, many 
shows will be forced to rely on 
kinescope recordings for transmis- 
sion in certain cities. Because of 
the kine broadcasts, there no 
guarantee tha: a program will have 
the same time period throughout 
the country or that it will have 
the same opposition or the same 
programs immediately preceding 
and following. All those points, 
Hooper said, will reflected in 
the ratings. 


is 


be 


Besides the network ratings, the 
monthly reports also are to list the 
local ratings for N. Y., Chicago, 
Los Angeles, Philadelphia and 
Washington which, because of their 
set circulation, are believed to be 
the five most important TV cities 
at this time. 
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AM shows, with the most fre- 
quently mentioned figure being 
about 50° more. However, it was 
pointed out that use of films, news- 
casts and audience participationers 
will cut production nuts. 

A majority of those interviewed 
said that despite higher costs bank- 
rollers would use TV on a weekly 


rather than aée fortnightly or 
monthly basis. Advertisers, it was 
emphasized, find frequency an im- 


portant element in campaigns and 
in order to maintain the desired 
frequency shorter programs may be 
used, 

Most executives quizzed said that 
sponsors will use both AM and TV. 
“Advertisers who are selling low- 
unit-cost, fast-turnover, big-market 
products and who now use all mass 
media will undoubtedly continue to 
do so,” one industry leader said. 
“Certainly no package goods ad- 
vertisers will abandon radio until 
they have proved to themselves 
that it can no longer pay for it- 
self.” Another added, “Radio may 
be needed to reach areas that tele 
does not, and to reach people at 
times when TV is not as effective.” 


NBC Axings 
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additional slicing is in the im- 
mediate offing. 

Next in line for cuts is the AM 
engineering staff. The 32 dismissed 
thus far, with severance pay, were | 


mostly in press, guest relations and 


program departments. 
In addition, six to eight more 
radio personnel with longtime 


service will be transferred to other 
departments. pushing newcome:'s 
off those staffs. 

Among those_ released was 
Thomas Compere, attorney for the 
central division. lL. BE. “Chick” 
Showerman NBC cen. div. veepee, 
indicated that changes may also be 
made in the Agriculture Dept. 

William Drips, national NBC 
farm secretary with a staff of two, 
may shift his midwest farm activi- 
ties to New York. 

Showerman’s expected exit for 
a N.Y. berth leaves two names 
foremost as his successor here. 
One is Jules Herbuveaux, central 
division tele manager and the other 
is Paul McCluer, network sales 
manager. 

Trade talk here has Showerman 
moving to head up a new post of 
veepee in charge of television sales 
under NBC administrative veepee 


i Harry C. Kopf, ‘| 


| Network Closer in Mpls., 
Des Moines Area Due To 


225-Mile Coaxial Cable 


Minneapolis, May 10. 

New 225-mile coaxial cable be. 
tween Minneapolis and Des Moines 
has brought network television one 
step nearer here. Cable was put 
into service by Northwestern Bell 
Telephone Co., which joined with 
long lines division of AT&T in 
building it at cost of $11,500,000. 
Link includes six coaxial tubes and 
number of wire conductors. One 
pair of tubes will be used for tele- 
phone, one for television and third 


ior reserve. 
Gap still remains between Des 
Moines and Chicago, but work is 


geing forward on microwave relay 


stations expected to complete cir- 
cuit by 1950. Meanwhile coaxial 
telephone service connects at Des 
Moines with transcontinental ¢a- 
bles, replacing present overhead 
links. Branch cables extend to 


Rochester, Mankato, Austin, Albert 
Lea, Faribault and Northfield in 
Minnesota and Waterloo and Fort 
Dodge, Ia., making these also net- 
work TV possibilities. 

There remains another possible 
coaxial link between Minneapolis 
and the east. First cable for com- 
mercial use in U. S. was installed 
between Minneapolis and Stevens 
Point, Wis., and continuation into 
Chicago would give this point an 
alternate network route. 





| Kobak 


——_—— (Continued from page 23 ——— 











folks’ home for ex-FCC commis- 
sioners, ex-network executives and 
ex-station owners.” (Clifford Durr, 
former FCC commissioner, was in 
the audience. ) 

Kobak said that he was “taking 
the institute apart” in a construc- 
| tive spirit, to put it together again 
ona higher level. He said that many 


who attend “don't give enough, 
but instead try to sell their own 
ideas. We are all too sensitive to 


criticism.” 

General reaction to the coniab 
was that it was better than the °48 
edition, but still inadequate. Dele- 
gates criticized the fact that there 


were too many honorable men- 
tions, which obscure the chief 
awards. Others scored the meet’s 


timing, which follows “too closely 
on the heels of the NAB conven- 
tion.” 

Kobak’'s suggestion for a change 
in locale was applauded by many 
who found the _ physical layout 
poor, acustics bad and_ hotels 
crowded. There was criticism too 
of “overall dullness,” lack of con- 
troversy and long speeches. The 
small clinics, on the other hand, 
were lauded for getting down to 
| practical matters. Singled out for 
particular kudos were the work 
sessions on educational stations 
and programming indie stations 
| and regional nets. 











“INTRIGUING. EVOKED A VAST 
AMOUNT OF MERRIMENT.” 

Biliboard 

X 


"WHAT MAKES ©, 
YOU TICK?"/":F\ 


hy 







fi 


For Ivory Flakes 
CBS, Mon. thru Fri. ii) 
2:45-3 P.M. = 


With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 
Written and Directed by 
ADDISON SMITH 














BEAUTIFUL English fieldstone. Stu- 
dio living room (20° x 30°), ultra 
modern kitchen, dining room, 3 bed- 
2 baths on Ist level. 2 
bath, library, 2nd 
level. 2-car heated garage. 1 acre 
choice land nicely planted. 
mile to beach club. 5 minutes te 
trains. $48,000.00. 


Cc. E. HOBBIE 
174 Post Read, Darien, Conn. 
Phone—Darien 5-1459 


rooms, 


maids’ rooms, 


V2 

















Office Space for Rent 
RADIO CITY VICINITY 


and 2-room offices with 
switchboard service, 


Desirable 1- 
telephone 


en 4th floor 
ABBEY HOTEL : 
151 W. Stat St. New York City 


Pheac: Circle 6-9400 
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H’wood a TV Whistlestop | TV Draws ’Em ss a 
Videos Warners | Minneapolis, May 10. . : 
Unless Coast ] eoites | Minneapolis American Assn Phil y T ensors ip 
A s Continued from page 26 baseball games are televised; 
a Se aati ro. peal = 2 Le ee oe ; a 8 Ay, 
Pitch in, Lubcke Warns steuiied secbedingly, leased gro a — ee hy May ee See Continued from page 26 
Hollywood, May 10. erty, engaged in “extensive re- dateated after gine bere 20-second spot announcement to already run high, McDonald 
— kk ‘exv of tt search development. employed in first place in the leag run in the state censor seal. Others gued, anything done hamper 
Harry Lube! are. '€ personnel, and committed itself in errr aa" Rigas sc testifving today included Donald commercial interest retard 
Academy of Television Arts and jjony ‘hee Wns standings. Minneapolis has < Mianet deena tusamek al-\ titania vekneliee Minden of 
ee attend telecaster an) Ways. been outdrawing St. Paul at A. Stewart, general manager ¢ elevision. American Federation 
Sciences, has al tle “sea However, it stated. it now op- the gate Du Mont’s WDTV, Pittsburgh; Musicians arbitrary limit 
here that Hollywood will be just a pears that a hearing on the appli- oe v0 as Mi as ; Roger W. Clipp, g.m. of WFIL-TV, 14 days on the use of kinescope re- 
whistle stop at the end of the COo- cation won't take place until late the |: cee ane po wety cong ve Philadelphia: Dr. Leon Levy. prez cordings would be hard- 
axial cable unress everyens agence 1949 or early 1950 and that it will St. Paul, th : ‘ 8 ee Hy: _ of WCAU-TY, Philly, and Du Mont ship under censorship, particular- 
in to make it the television capi- be another vear after that before ia Toate the hoe aot ce program chief James L. Caddigan.* ly where the network planned 
tal of the world a decision is made The past ioe n ae oa a paz dose Leading the fight in the suit’s Use a single print to service two 
Lubcke warned that the town years delay and the prospect of \ ae os ei. — = sera opening session vesterda\ Vion three of its affiliates VicDonala 
won't even become the filmy capi- still further protracted delay be- pba TSS A a nee was ABC veepee and general coun- Said 
tal of the tele universe if there are fore action is taken WB said ies sel Joseph McDonald - lon tuations 
any slackers Film producing prompted its withdrawal ‘(4 that submission of all films to the 
firms are now springing up itn Warners were competing with ll Pennsvivania censors would throv 
many of the teevee cities and are four other applicants for two avail Pressure the entire video prog ten WOV-WNEW 
getting a substantial hold Lubcke able channels. under proposed allo- out of whack : v 
said. Lubcke informed the group cations, in Chicago. The firm. in Continued from page 25 Se Continued from page 22 ———l 
that television has the skill from 4 order to obtain a permit, would .. ee Tage : of industry reps who have inked bility of a broadcast licensee. On 
“great forerunner—the motion pilc- have had to come at least second ee a we Se Lene forces to challenge the right of the 4) » Sool er vn 
ture industry best in a contest with CBS. Mar- It is understood the plan’ was paesriigite ieee eet cel alent ie contrary, we believe lat upon 
There is no need to wait for the chall Field Zenith. and Station Worked out after consultation with bv stations inside the state He  “™ basis Gf the Mermation cov 
coax to get started here, according WIND principaily owned by top engineers in government and appeared on behalf of WFIL-TV, ered by the invesgation, the Com- 
j to Lubcke, who related that kine- Knight newspapers) 1 T ABC outlet here Other plaintiffs mission has no choice but to hold 
- Ss *-h cheaper and will ie Jt ‘6 Ba al industry lwo members of the . . pia 
| scope Is muc — _WB asked “every favorable con- ,. - ae are DuMont's WDTV, Pittsburgh: , further hearing in these pro- 
more than likely be used even sideration” of the Thackrey agree- /*” firm which sponsored it were ppijico's WPTZ, Philly: WCAU-TV, |, ; 
after the cable is in from coast to ment. John P Southmavd. War- former FCC’ers Vernon Wilkin- Philly and WGAL-TV. Lancaster cedings so that the complete story 
coast. The big three nets, Lubcke ners counsel on the transfer ap- son was assistant general counsel Suit, which is expected to have far- be put on the record and thus de- 
said, are readying kinescope shows plication, wrote the Commission 4 few years ago reaching implications for the en- termine finally the questions In- 
to originate from here now. that Mrs. Thackrey has granted an pohiptits tire industry, is based on a_ peti lved . 
— extension to Aug. 1 on the sales York was originally allocated tion for a declaratorv judgement VORVES 
ys 1} contract. He requested prompt Channel No. 1, but was left with- filed by Earl G. Harrison, counsel _In proposing 4 sede vine 
| CBS-T of C | action also on a contingent appli- out video assignments when the for five plaintiffs, to invalidate the —— = cde gern : ce 
cation for transfer and re-transie channel was removed from the Cemsor board's Jan 24 ruling sae 3 _— sh . oe ae tom ther 
wee page 25 —— of part of the Thackrey holdings by a which avers all TV films must have GUY long Ume anc ae — “al 
— — Which KLAC would be sold to commercial band WNOW later the board’s approval investigation means a further de- 
national Boxing Club. headed up’ Ralph Atlass and Ben Lindheimer 4PPlied for Channel No. 8, which The Pennsvlvania Censor Board lay 
by Joe Louis, James D. Norris and of Chicago and KLAC-TV would be the Commission proposed to assign demands on all films at applica- The FCC order declared that 
Arthur M. Wirtz. Jacobs, accord- retained by Warners. The pro- on a community basis to replace’ tion one week in advance of broad- both WNEW and WOV have been 
ing to Garden prexy Gen. John posed sale of KLAC assures the Channel 1, Its application is cast: films from local exchanges operated in the public interest, xl- 
Reed Kilpatrick, is to remain on, Commission Warners would not be frozen. must be sent to the board three though it added that for many 
probably in an advisory capacity. Violating the duopoly rules, which However, said WNOW. its pri- days in advance of the broadcast; ‘4s the Commission has received 
NBC, meanwhile, is expected to forbids ownership of more than one mary reason for submitting its from out-of-town exchanges at lleged complaints about Bulova's 
televise the upcoming Ezzard Station of a kind in the same mar- proposal was not to support its least five davs in advance. and foi operations at other stations, In 
| Charles-Jersey Joe Walcott fight ket. The picture company owns application, but out of concern eign language films at least one which he gave up his interests 
to be staged by International in KFWB in Los Angeles. that UHF will be opened to use week in advance. — more than four years ago. It said 
Chicago NBC veepee Sidney - on a full scale. Such a step. it be- McDonald also stressed the im- that these complaints were brought 
Strotz helped put Wirtz into the lieves, will hurt rather than help portance of immediacy. “Broad- »9 individuals who had not been 
Chi auditorium and his close as- ,, 4Hanta—Bill Lowery, program television casting for years has brought us injured by Bulova’s alleged activi- 
director of WQXI, Atlanta indie. It Abigge + , ties and who have no direct in- 


sociation with the promoter, it is 


i listed among “self-evident events as they happen, and the 
believed, will swing that fight te 


principles” which should be con- public is familiar with this pro 
NBC. here. Bob Corley has taken over sidered in any approach to the cedure,” he said McDonald 

What disposition will be made Lowery’s duties at WQXI and Art &llocation problem that there is no thought submission of films to the 
of other fights to be staged by In- Sejjey’ of WBAC. Cleveland has Present demand or need for “any- censors would throw the whole 
ternational both at the Garden and joined staff as combo salesman Where near” full-scale UHF alloca- programming system out of line, for 
in other arenas, and whether Gil- and spieler. Both WQXI and tion. It held, further, that there the value of sustaining programs ing executive; Vincent Dailey, 
lette will continue as sole sponsor WBAC are members of Rounsaville is not now sufficient technical data would be impaired and the interest 106°; and O'Dea, 10%. WOV's 
of the bouts, remain to be deter- chain, which has hg in Buckhead, to develop standards for UHF tele- of advertisers held back stockholders include Bulova, Biow. 
mined. Atlanta suburb. vision. In an industry where expenses O'Dea and WAAM 


has resigned and joined announc- 


> wren terest in the case 
ing staff of WGST, Mutual outlet 


According to FCC records, 
WNEW stock is owned by Bulova, 
who holds 51° plus 29%@o he votes 
Milton H. Biow, the advertis- 
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Reaching Into The Living Room of Thousands 
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Fer 21 SPONSORS 


“Mr. and Mrs. MUSIC” 
WMCA, New York 


MONDAY thru FRIDAY 
9:15-11:45 A.M. 





Personol Menegement 


DORIS BROOKS 


1657 Broadway 
New York 
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First Make ‘Em Hits in America, Tie 


Jocks, Jukes andDisks 












































e 
Say British Pubs; Yanks Annoyed oy tks hi 
Many U. S. music publishers are * Sammy Kaye “Four Winds and n nostalgic -sound melody very much 
griped about the practices of Brit- o,° Seven Seas”-"“Out ot Love Baan —, his old * ‘There, I’ve Said It 
ish pubs to whom they have given Best British Sheet ilies | | tor). “Four Winds” is one <4 ge f gain,’ “oe full chorusing accom. 
the English rights to new tunes. It inary 1 29 | finest. Socko ballad, recor an | Panying us vocal. It jocks up 
seanacetlains ince the English mu- (Week ending April 29) _ pereecnee impeccably with the use | strong jock and juke = chances 
seems Row, 7 tay: sis Oped London, May 3. of echo technique, has a_ great; “Gigolette,” similar to “Ballerina” 
re capers r; "t “2 origin. that 12th Street Rag Chappell chance to pop big. Tony Alamo’s “Masquerade,” is okay, but not 
xy tunes oO aaa Lavender Blue F. D. & H vocal is unusually fine. Reverse outstanding. 
British pubs won't try to do any- as away Places Leeds tune is good, too, another ballad by Cass Daley “Kiss Me Sweet”. te 
ee Meio pari rks — = Powder Your Face Chappell Alamo, but it’s likely to be over- ‘ Cruel, Cruel World” (Dece dy 
aU.s pub unless the latter makes Shadv Nook Keith Prowse shadowed. Good pairing. Miss Daley does the 
it a hit in the U. S. Brat On the 5:45 Strauss-Miller Peggy Lee “Riders in the Sky’, “Kiss” tune straight in okay voice, 
U. S. pubs assert that their Brit- Cuckoo Waltz. Keith Prowse “Please Love Me Tonight” (Cap-| with just a slight, underlying jm. 
ish “brethren watch  tradepaper Put ‘em in a Box Connelly itol). Cap’s a bit late with “Riders,” | pression that she’s about to break 
charts closely and, unless a song Heart Loch Lomond Unit but the neat disking by Miss Lee | out and gag it up. Vic Schoen’s 
begins to get action on the Amer! Slow Boat to China. .Chappell should pick up a hefty amount of bouncing background helps Singer 
can side of the big pond, thes Li's Magic Connells sales. Actual recording is similar then ge ts loose on the novelty 
don't even try it on the English Can't Killarney P. Maurice | in style to Veugin a s. Back- Peg a Figg a aned a, one 
arke S. pubs feel that’s a big ¢ y Ve ing, which sounds like it was re- al jJocKs and jocks could find 
on — many instances a Second 12 LORRY RAINE corded some time ago, is okay. “ use for. _ 
song gets caught in some sort of a For You Feldman “It's Too Late Now Dave Barbour smartly assists both uy Lombardo ‘If I Could Be 
ate ebaaaiai in the U. S. that When You're in Love Wood (Bourne, ASCAP) sides. be Si a" - Best Time ot Day” 
% > . ets : . ‘ fad % 1 ct Gas J. Fred Coot Matt Furin) = " “on. , ‘ > : 
precludes it from breaking through. —s dager Luc — | Disk Jockey Salute: Dinah Shore-Buddy Clack “Baby, the first, lenaek sane poring a 
But that shouldn't govern the Eng- hee oe . —_ aor a Leonard Feather. WMGM, It's Cold Outside '- My One _and lugged bel — 
es sultons and Bows....Victoria | Miner Wank Only Highland Fling” (Capitol), PiUSSs anew, belongs in every 
lish market. Crvstal Gazer Dash eather. composer. critic and jazz|There’s very little variation be- jock’s library. It’s a very typical 
One of the prime reasons for the Cigareets & Whusky Chappell expert, has top rated “Jazz At Its! tween this swell disk and those by and very listenable disking of the 
gripes by U. S. pubs, however, ts Brush Tears Away Leeds Hest” show, contributes to Modern | Ella Fitzgerald-Louis Jordan (Dec- fine melody, v called by Kenny 
that when they give a British firm Cool Water Feldinan Sereen, Metronome, other publica-!ca) and Margaret Whiting-Johnny Gardner and the rrio. Flipover is 
the rights to a tune that is untried You Was Cinephonic | tions and has new tome out by J. J.! Mercer (Capitol). Miss Shore and sale melodically. Gardner handles 
in the % S. those rights go Maharajah Magador. Chappell Robbins. Clark are an ideal pairing and. na ss ge eam tat 
cheaper. If a British pub wants a Suvla Bay Sox & Cox Leonard's click shows and evitical | with sound effects, their cutting of , R farmer iehte erate larantel- 
deal for a song that is breaking foro ma @ppraisals have won hint outstand- | the very likely hit is solid, though vengieua Tair ties Itali ecc til ES oie Sa 
a hit here, he, of course, must bid . Ing recognition it’s faster and doesn’t have the ease , . € allan polKa-like in- 
. x ; ; : ms I : Mi N B k bl } Lorry has also started mother which marks the Whiting-Mercer strumental, which has been Betting 
higher, as is true when a U. S. pub erc § on-bréakabdie new one, “Heartbroken” CRebert. | dick Decea's _ Fitzger: id - jordan attention in the U. S. via the Reina 
is seeking U. S. rights to a tune ; ee ASCAP). flip of “Late.” is pig A — a es Orchestra (Victor’. is a bright piece 
ae Sc alraadAaw : “nal: i » i : re 4 j rie bcs ; 
that 1s already . nit er England. Mercoplastic on Mkt. TIM GAYLE ‘ | Jordan’s combo backing. It'll sell of light melody. It’s played and re- 
Many U. S. pubs say that in the Hotel Sheraton, Detroit l bis. t On very slight differences corded well and can be valuable to 
future they're not going to allocate Mercury Records intends to mar- ta ie pan le - rhe rapeceod disk first’ | Jocks to break the pace of vocals 
British rights until a tune is proven ket all its platters in the future on Peleeskin padre aanal “eats third and band sides. Backing. another 
one way or the other in their own a non-breakable substance it calls BILLY ECKSTINE IN in effectiveness. strictly because of instrumental, is okay. 
market, “Mercoplastic.” Beginning May 15. the ease of performance by Miss Album Reviews 
Sa ta the company’s pop, hillbilly, race TALKS ON M G PIX Whiting and Mercer. Shore-Clark — ee Seles ‘ 
!and international series will be is- ‘i side is backed strongly by “Hir M: gee I acific,” bs y Marty 
all album releases will get it. via M-G-M recordings. is discuss- | Stafford-Gordon MacRae (Capitol) Goddard Leibersen (Columbia). 


8 100 FOR 3 MOS. | Mercury fects that its move. ing a film deal with Metro, parent |“"Cyinee Haines “Maybe It's Be- TO Sav that this album will be a 
’ . | ; i ; ‘ ‘uts for : Se gee , bestseller is like saying television 


which will cost more to produce, is ¢amp: >» labe > oe “er 
Dominatic f best-selling rec- better than reducing the rice of ear gigto bes hag he cuts for.’ cquse"-“Hang On the Bell, Nellie has a future Cut by Columbi 
omination 0 est-s t S I and is tentatively set to go into (€ora}). Miss Haines is making S 1 olumbia 


| 
| 


. Bobc , Valit } 1 > as its “ad ar > af tebe ~ ac 4 > ‘ - a > ‘ 5 oven oe A 2 n - HM st . —_ . : 
ord lists by Decca during the past its regular shellac disks, as has ihe Chez Paree, Chicago, July 1. good disks for Coral. On the first in the same chureh studio the 
couple months is reflected in the been done by other companies. [f the latter deal is completed, a cide here. she has hold of a fine | CO™Pany recorded its “Kiss Me 


company’s net earnings statement Platters will be unbreakable and two-week run at the Chicago thea- ballad melodv. Her vocal. which Kate” book, the 16 tunes involved 
; in the Oscar Hammerstein-Richard 





for the first quarter ending March = ‘onger-lasting. tre, July 22, will be worked in. isn’t as good as the up-tempo), fon ahah % 2 hatiew Sis 
31. Earnings for first three months oom M-G-M has been so successful things she does, is nevertheless aos oo Roig be sen rt" ach be 
of this year amounted to $280,100 , with Eckstine on standards and saleable and smartly backed by the wig oe ng — i ; nabl 
atter $171,700 was put aside Carroll Lucas’ Band blues that it now intends opening Highlighters. Flipover’s a sprightly a tae ae gang = a amen 
against income taxes. It equalled Carroll Lucas. ex-arranger for the pop field to him. He has done novelty that’s excellent program- |) rg ori” °° : iat 
26 - share for 776.630 pieces arro sucas, exX-arranger tor | © Palas ro ming for any jock, and it has puke that they are done in the show, 
36c per share for 776, J CS Sammy Kave, is forming a band of | S°™e Pops in the past, but not ‘ts ol "Rov Ross con- Columbia again used the tech- 
of capital stock in circulation, as nt Bt - . , enough to cause a stir, and never Sone sane “—- oy Koss con nique of tying some of the melo- 
avainat 299 earned bv the his own, presumably along a simi- . >? " Pas ucts backgrounds. Ee eR eg Be es eee 
against $388,3 a the top tunes. He'll do two from Vaughn Monroe “Dreamy Old dies together with bits of dialog. 


company during the correspond- lar style. He's been signed by Irving Berlin’s “Miss Liberty” mu- oe » Which sides are more outstanding 


England Moon’-‘Cigolette 





ing period of oe ae 50¢ King Records’ new pop artists and Sical score next week. (Victor). In spite of the smothering | is difficult to say; Pinza does a 
a share for stockholders. repertoire division, and General ‘effect Monroe's “Riders In the |®! eat job on Some Enchanted 
Decca’s earnings statement for Artists will book | Jerry Vogel Foundation, Ine | Sky” might have on it, the maes-| -vening”™; Miss Martin equals it 
the final quarter of "48, including © |.” : chartered as non-profit member tro’s “New England Moon” is a) “ith, her chore on “Wonderful 
of course the Xmas holiday busi-| _ !ts Lucas first try asa maestro. . | ship corporation. _smart hit possibility. He works the Guy.” Perhaps the most im- 
‘ |— pressive, however, is one that 


ness, ran to approximately $300,- . 

| seca ; ; probably will, not be usable on the 
oe — gens os ge pers Bn 1 Week of May y | air — the male = chorus doing 
past quarter. =o eee + ARIETY, | S ers on in- ac ines. eek of Ma seee4 | There’s Nothing Like a Dame.” 








a meaniee Th ‘a 3000 ts 3 All in all, this album is outstand- 
sales conditions. e s ; , ; -s 
§ oe ta ne {Vaughn Monroe..... .... Vietor ing all ways. 
approximate because Decca nevel 1. RIDERS IN THE SKY (3) (Morris) ‘ee eee eeeereeeereeseeeeaeees } Burl Ives Tee Columbia Both Decea and Capitol are 
delivers a fourth quarter state- | {Morte Thane Victor getting out “Pacific” albums, 
ment separately. It’s always in-| 2. “A” YOU'RE ADORABLE (3) (Laurel .............. cosde>: 20a Bester .  . Caduentel using contract singers. Decca’s, 
cluded in the full year’s report. | ib co ecs se COIEe for example, includes Bing 
F: BE A CID ns vk sls ih dckeoeiedendichs wee — te paw adipees Pas ee aoe hth Mon 
> BPONUORE .. 5:0.4« re ere chante .vening ; anny ¥ 
HS — : {Russ Morgon ..... ...... Decca “There’s Nothing Like a Dame'- 
Col. Compromises On 4. CRUISING DOWN THE RIVER (13) (Spitzer)..... a a a en ae '“Honey Bun”: Evelyn” Knight's 
: li V ss \“Cock - Eved Optimist” - “Wonder- 
Shore, Day Bil ing 5. RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (12) (Mills)............. or Peto 2 emg poesbee's i ful Guy.” and Ella Fitzgerald's 
my Lomoarde........ ecca i\“Gonna Wash That Man’’-Happy 
Hollywood, May 10. . , tons be é ; 3 
: . rE \ Bing C rosby er Tee Decca Talk. They re all good sides, 
Precedental pairing of two top 6. SO IN LOVE (3) (T. B. Harms) i “thle death ee Pe | Dinah Shore ........ Columbia |Crosby’s “Enchanted Evening” — 
femme sirgers on wax has been . . — Kavye’s “Dame” standing out. But, 
> : . us oe = ‘ ( Gracie Ids ’ Sta 
worleed aut Or Gobasile Revente. 7. FOREVER AND EVER (3) (Robbins) .................0..0. in ia = Rep esee oo ; though they hit the spot, they 
Platters starring femme singers ’ J ngage asia tctor don’t nudge it with the same im- 
Dinah Shore and Doris Day will 8. FAR AWAY PLACES (15) (Laurel) |... ... 0... eco e ee eee. ) Bing Crosby .......... Decca ¢ | pact of the real thing—the origi 
carry labels on one face top-billing 3 l Perry Como ......... Victor nal cast. 
ati. ‘Miss Shore and on the other giving 9. BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE (1) (Melrose). ................. | Whiting-Mercer ........ Capitol Platter Pointers 
‘ the nod to Miss Day. | Shore-Clark: se Aakica Columbia National label keeps on ‘releas- 
ee ates DeremEemeN Cas werkee ¢ 10. CARELESS HANDS (1) (Melrose) hes \Sammy Kaye ........ Victor ~% ing Billy Eckstine sides in compe- 
out by Columbia in New York afier coreeers )} Met Torme rere . Capitol tition with M-G-M, for which he 
Miss Day's agent, Marty Melcher, z now works: “Time on My Hands” 
had demanded top billing for his Coming { } ‘and “In the Still of the Night” are 
client. He seemed satisfied with : i socko vocals by him .. . Lawrence 
the compromise. | Welk’s coupling of “Merry-Go- } 
° ° " + P , ale WIC | 7 ' 
Femmes will warble pair of tunes ¢@ SO TIRED (Glenmore) ee ee ie ; bony — wiPeaE nee Decca Round Waltz’ and “Barroom 
from Irving Berlin’s “Miss Lib- 4 — scary -seeee.. Capitol Polka” (Mercury) are arranged a 
erty.” on which Columbia got the { LOVE ME, LOVE ME, LOVE ME (Miller) ..................... | Eédy Howard ....... Mercury $ bit thinly for competition wit 
jump on other waxeries. Label ¢ (sammy Kaye veeess.. Victor ee cere; - soa coe KS Holl- 
has an exclusive to wax an album 3 1 DON’T SEE ME (Laurel (Gordon Jenkins ........ Decca %  8&t @ huge kick out of Billie Ho 
of show's tunes as soon as original!4 jg - .  § see eeeeserescoerererers | Perry Como Victor dh s “My Man" -"Forgie 
Broadway c : is ¢ Me eo . see “hae: r4 “Swiss Lullaby,” by Vaughn Hor- 
vadway company is cast. Mean- ¢ COMME Cl COMME CA (Leeds) ‘Tony Martin ........ Victor ton and Polka Debs (C olumbia) is 
We, Onin. 1s: DIREeP Ie: B01 | er ees heehee > | Dick H $ vel 
Aivideen! tain ith il SR > PORTRAIT ee ee Che TAGYMES... .ce00e., Decca a likely tune and side; it’s we 
~ be ay —_ yo + ~~ sage t STRAIT OF JENNIE (Chappel) yee ye a tN King Cole Capitot done... Another extremely at- 
fone Sars ANG Miss Lay Wil :' » seers mae vescie a . Cia ‘tractive disk in its own countts 
ay atl cer ~ side, ond Miss z SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (Chappell seer ercescocceees ‘ =. hs - on se eeeee - 2 — groove is “Alone.” * Redd Stew- 
ay is inked for a pair of soloS,| 9 mms:c om neues wir . os au Sinatra abe olumbia art (King) ... . Ditto “There's 4 
as is Miss Shore, in addition to z dean secs sche IN MY FASHION (T. B. Harms) <etrrty tere TT ere Dinah Shore : Columbia Light Guidin’ Me,” Red Foley 
ltr Samia abies ; WONDERFUL GUY (Chappell) ......................... wee. Margaret Whiting Capitol Sy oe ‘ tk stern, 
— aac err Scnises on se andout race, polka, weste 
? SOMEONE LIKE YOU (Harms) ........cccccccc cc cece ccuccee 1 ane be Psat 29h Capitol hillbilly, jazz; Wini Brown “He's 
Shep Fields’ Opener + OF RY. ws ioees Columbia $ Good Enough for Me"-"If Love Is 
Detroit. Mav 10 ¢ HOW IT LIES (Morris) ee } Bing Crosby........... Decca Trouble” (National); Ivory Joe 
’ 2. ; oberttet, z wi 2 CC Capitol ,; Hunter, “That’s the Gal for Me’ 
eS deca a ore sea- YE DIDN'T KNOW GUN LOADED (Lewis) ...................... Setsy Gay Cavitel + | (King); “So Long to the -- pie 
son Friday (6) at ‘allec aake’s $ CARAVAN (Am. Academy) : oh ight ee abies } Valley.” “Songs of the jione 
New Casino ballroom. Ballroom = Sa - eee ee Billy Eckstine........ M-G-M 2 (Decca): Sokach - Habat Polka 
will operate weekends only until 4» YOU BROKE YOUR PROMISE (Pic) as )}Poula Watson ....... Supreme Orch., “Socialaires Polka” (Decea’. 
June 10. > —- . * Ce. sed Capitol George Shearing, “So Rare” 
Jerry Wald band will play open- * DON’T LIE TO ME (Leeds) coerce eres e eens Vaughn Monroe Victor : Bie ie hosed AEF bg oe our 
ing of Eastwood Gardens, May 27. « YO ) ARE T ; > ¢ Hands, “Put Your Little Foot Vr 
2 * , rr 3 nts rahe rod . P * I ° Y¥¢ if P YOU ARE | HE ONI (€ rapbell) a% ° Ai >c Bros Coral + There” (Savoy ): Wvnonie ui prris. 
suet te"Gadtileenn ant Meal $ “She Just Won't Sell No More 


lowed by Ted Weems and Wood, Figures wn parentheses wmdicate number of weeks song has been m the Top 101 


Herman ‘King): Beale Street Boys. “Lat 
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MERRY-GO-ROUND ON DISK TASTES 








Pubs, Writers Snap 


at Each Others 


Offside Tune Promotion Blueprints 


Major music fF 
creasingly burning at a trend 
among established songwriters to- 
ward taking new songs direct to 
recording companies rather than 
show them first to prospective 
pubs. It’s felt by the latter that 
these writers are prolonging and 
furthering the general confusion 
that has existed in the music busi- 
ness since the war brought about 
a profusion of “sleeper” tunes, 
which doesn't come along as often 
now. 

The practice is contributing to 
the numerous disagreements be- 
tween recording companies and 
publishers over jumping of release 
dates on tunes, which invariably 
snaris promotion plans laid down 
by a publisher and often lessens 
the chances of a tune’s success. It 
has induced recording companies, 
some publishers say, to forego to 
a great extent the close relation- 
ship that must exist between the 
two groups toward the good of 
both. Additionally, it’s claimed, 
there isn't the same fusing of ef 
fort on a plug tune that is needed 
and. further, the recorders are so 
primed to snag the “sleeper” 
which rivals do not have, that plug 
tunes are often pushed aside in 
the search for the 100 to 1 shot. 

In recent months, writers have 
increasingly followed the path to 
recording companies with new 
tunes. Not only do writers living 

(Continued on timed 40) 


Columbia Avoids 
Retail Price Tag 
On New Player 


Columbia Records has purposely 
avoided mentioning anv. retail 
price for its new, low- priced record 
player designed to spin all sizes 
of the company’s Microgroove 
Long-Playing disks. New machines, 
which were being shipped to dis- 
tributors late last week for relay 
to retail counters are made for 
Columbia, with the latter's name 
imprinted, by VM, Inc., Chicago 
manufacturer. 

Sets cost approximately $8 
apiece and Columbia is not setting 
the price retailers are to ask. They 
can get $10, let them go at cost as 
a means of creating a customer for 
LP disks, or even give them away 
on the theory that such a slight 
investment by the dealer can cre- 
ate a valuable customer in sales; 
not to mention possibly eliminating 
a potential buyer of RCA-Victor’s 
rival 45 rpm machines and disks, 
assuming that most customers will 
buy either of the two develop- 
ments, not both. 

Columbia’s new machine is not 
8 changer, which is what the trade 
originally expected, to handle only 
the company’s seven-inch pop LP 
platters, retailing at 60c. It is 
smaller than the Microgroove turn- 
table developed by Philco, but still 
Can reproduce the seven, 10 and 
12-inch Microgroove platters. 

Coincidental with the debut of 
Columbia's new set, RCA-Victor 
announced the availability of a 
leather carrying case for its 45 
rpm machine, with space enough 
for 30 recordings. 


DECCA, GUY LOMBARDO 
FINALIZE 5-YEAR DEAL 


Guy Lombardo and Decca Rec- 
ords finally completed terms for 
the five-vear contract arranged be- 
fore the death of the late Jack 
Kapp, president of the company. 
Deal, giving Lombardo a guar- 
antee against royalties, computed 
on individual-disk sales, was signed 
by the maestro before he left N. Y. 








recently on a road trip with his} 


band, but Decca got around to 
signing it only last week. 

Deal will make it an even 20 
years Lombardo has been record- 
ing for Decca. 


publishers are in-+ 





H. L. Reed Heads NW 
Musicians for 4th Time 


Seattle. Mav 10 
Harry L. Reed, president of 
Local 76, Seattle Musicians Assn 


has been reelected president of the 
Northwest Conference of Musicians 
for a fourth term. The conference 
is composed of AFM locals in 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho and 
British Columbia. 

Jack Smith. business 
Local 76, was one of four 
vicepresidents elected 
Charles Rubyn. 
McMullen, 
Hamilton, 


rep of 
regional 
Others were 
Aberdeen: R. L 
Spokane, and William 
Eugene, Ore. Marjorie 
Gibbons, Victoria; Charles B. Wag- 
ner, Olympia; Charles Best, Coeur 
d'Alene, and Howard Rich. Port- 
land. were chosen for the executive 
board. Ray Walker, Olympia, and 
John A. Burke, Tacoma. were un- 
opposed for secretary and sergeant 
at-arms, respectively 


Retrenchment 


Eyed by Indies 


Things are beginning to 
rugged for virtually all of 
dependent recording firms 
do not have a well-heeled parent 
| firm to lean back on financially. 
With the exception of Decca, which 
has been riding high the past sev- 
|}eral months with the longest string 
of hits in its history, indie firm 
execs are getting a bit worried 
= the public apathy toward a 
large majority of the recordings 
being marketed. 

If business doesn’t begin to im- 
prove soon, it’s a safe bet that 
there will be recurrent economic 
shakeups within the structures of 
various labels. That's already go- 
ing on to some extent. but not near 
the level which it will reach even- 
tually if sales remain so slow. 


Agent Phil Bloom On 
AFM Carpet in His 


Suit vs. True Trio 


Hollywood, May 10. 

American Federation of Musi- 
cians hauled agent Phil Bloom on 
the carpet last week and curtly 
gave him a choice of dropping a 
civil suit against Bobby True Trio 
or forfeiting his license to book 
or agent union musicians. Bloom 
had filed suit in superior court, 
charging he had not been paid a 
promised 10°7 of the $450 weekly 
trio got for a four-week stand at 
the Peacock Alley cocktailery. It 
was alleged that Bloom's attorney 
attached musicians’ salary for the 
last week of the date. 

Eddie Pratt. Local 47 business 
agent, and C. L. Bagley, AFM 
veepee, sizzlied when they learned 
of the court action since union has 
strict bylaw that there are to be 
no suits or cross-suits involving 
members and franchised agents 
unless AFM okays such action af- 
ter exhausting all possible means 
of adjusting grievances. They notl- 
fied James C. Petrillo, who issued 
the edict to Bloom. 

Now union wants to know how 
Bloom figured in the deal since 
Trio is under a seven-year booking 
contract to MCA end a personal 
manager pact to Gabbe, Lutz & 
Heller. Local 47 records show con- 
tract for the date was deposited by 
MCA and cleared by the union. 
Seymour Heller of Gabbe, Lutz & 
Heller, reported his office still has 
a pact with True. Bloom's status 
now has to be explained to the 
union. 


get 
the in- 
which 





Joe Glaser to Coast 
Joe Glaser. head of Associated 
Booking Corp., gets into Hollywood 
today ‘Wed.) from N. Y.. for his 
first trip west in a couple monihs 
Glaser is due back eust next 
week, 








MAKE EM) WAYS Kine Rebroadcasts of TV Shows With 
ASCAP Music in Deadline Dilemma 


UR INSURANCE 


The ever-changing trend of pref 


erence among music and record 
buyers has music publishers and 
recording men aboard a merry-go 
round that’s spinning faster and 
faster. In the past six months o1 
more, western, hillbilly and waltz 
tunes have enjoved a sales vogue 
to such a marked degree over pop 
songs of the ballad type that re- 


cording companies are 
to make almost every 


beginning 
kind of mate 


rial that comes along two wavs 
one with the artist in the field 
where a tune might belong—and 


another with top stars. 
But now it’s also happening with 


so-called ‘race’ melodies Last 
week Leeds Music heard about a 
piece of ‘‘music” titled “All I Want 


Is a Lavender Coffin.” which start- 
ed selling in Boston on the Motif 
label, cut by singer “Fatman” Rob 


inson and written bv a Shirlev Al 


berts, of Worcester. Leeds snagged 
the tune for a heavy advance and 
it is now being recorded by Tex 
Beneke for RCA-Victor, Tony Pas 
tor for Columbia, Lionel Hampton 
for Decca, et al. The same thing 
happened with a race melody pub- 
lished by United Music, now titled 
‘The Huckle-Buck.” This tune re 
cently came to attention as an in 
strumental by Paul Williams on a 
Savoy label. United had a lyric 


written and the tune began getting 
aitention as a “pop.” 


Frank Sinatra cut “Huckle-Buck”’ 


for vege ea Benny Goodman did 
it for Capitol. Tommy Dorsey for 
RCA-Victor. All these disks were 
accompanied on each label by 
other recordings from “race” sing 
ers. And while the melody is and 
has been No. 1 on the “race hit 
parade” it is also snagging sales 


in the pop category. 


AFM Convention 
Jockeying Begins 


San Francisco. May 10. 

Executives of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians are expected 
to arrive here in the next few davs 
to lay the groundwork for the 
union’s annual convention opening 
June 6. Biggest item on _ the 
agenda is expected to be a hassle 
over reduction of high scales estab- 
lished by many locals, which many 
AFM execs believe are minimizing 
job opportunities. 

An attempt to reduce scales. 
either national er local, will run 
into an argument from many quar- 
ters. The conference consisting of 
locals in the Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey and Delaware areas are 
highly in favor of reductions. De- 
troit, Cincinnati and other areas, 
which maintain some of the high- 
est salary prices in the country, 
are expected to battle them. 


Prior to the opening of the con- 
vention. there will be the usual 
meeting of the AFM executive 


board to consider probiems await- 
ing adjudication. Many meetings 
are expected at which candidates 
for various AFM posts will be con- 
sidered, named, and election strat- 
egy formulated. 


CONSOL. EDISON OKAYS 
506 FOR CUFFO DANCING 


Consolidated Edison Co. of New 
York this summer will bankroll 
open-air dancing with name bands 
in N. Y. parks and playgrounds for 
the eighth consecutive season 
Company will pay for 54 dates to 
provide cuffo hoofing. beginning 


June 23 and ending Sept. 9 It 
costs more than $50,000 for the 
string. 


General Art- 
the bands. 


As in seasons past. 
ists Corp. will schedule 
a buys from rival ge as 

ell as using its own talent. Parks 
wad playgrounds covered are in all 
five boroughs The dates often 
are invaluable in breaking jumps 
between regular promotions. 


BMI Not Napping 
Broadcast Music 
Monday 10 
its affiliated publishers 


was already 


bus\ contacting 


in New 


York. gathering copies of all 
likely current and catalog pop 
tunes deemed usable for tele- 
Vision Organization. appar- 
ently heading into a_ position 
as a participant in another 
battle with the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, doesn’t want 
to be caught short by June 1, 
deadline day for ASCAP ma- 
terial. 

Since it was formed in 1940 
as a buffer between ASCAP 
and the radio interests, which 


were then in a bitte 
over 


struggle 
the Society's attempts to 
increase its revenue from 
radio, BMI has grown 


Coast Tune Touts 
Scan Payola Raps 





Hollywood, May 10 
Strategy-mapping meeting was 
held vesterday ‘Mon.) by coast 
board of Music Publishers’ Contact 


Emplovees to delve into complaints 
that pavola is again operating. No 


names were bandied about. but 
group discussed ways and means 
of stopping the “evil” of paving off 


a bandleader to 
tune Union 
for offenders 


plug a= specific 
provides heavy fines 


Understood New York headquar- 
ters of companies have been com 
plaining that Coast swindlesheets 
are so high, reps must be buving 
plugs. Most charges are that some 
tune touts pay for transpositions 
and arrangements for small bands 
or singers having radio outlets in 
order to get performance on par- 
ticular songs. 


Blues-Bawler Brown 
Signed to Cap Pact 
As He Exits Prison 


Hotlywood, May 10. 

Waiter Brown, long-missing blues 
shouter, was found as he emerged 
from a two-year stretch in a Texas 
jail and immediately signed to a 
Capitol disking pact by Dave Dex- 
ter, chief of the plattery’s blues- 
waxing department. 

Dexter found Brown while on a 
disking junket to Kansas City and 
paid him a flat rate to etch eight 
sides immediately. Each is an origi- 
nal Brown savs he composed and 
Ivriced while behind bars, and the 


_first to be released will be “Sup- 
pressin’ the Blues.” 

Brown recorded “Confessin’ the 
Blues” for Decca in 1941 and the 
platter sold more than 500,000 
copies. However, Brown drifted 
off the Decca roster and out of 


town and although many wexeries 
tried to locate him none was suc- 
cessful until Dexter picked up the 
trail. ‘ 

While in the midwest cutting 
13 faces with Julia Lee, including 
one on which the vocalist plays the 
organ for the first time, Dexter 
also set blues bawler Evelyn Twine 
and tenor saxman Lester Carter 
to Cap contracts. 


James Back in Cincy 


Cincinnati, May 10 
Having returned from a western 
jaunt of not too much success. 
Jimmy James has returned to the 


Cincy area. Besides plaving Col- 
lege dates in this section, he is also 
conductor of WLW. 

Band is set for June 11 opening 
at Ault Park. Combo comprises 
five sax. three brass, piano, and 
drums. Barbara %} loffett and trum- 
peter Ernie Berhardt handle the 
vocals. 


+ 


Due 
live 


to the intervals between the 
performances of tele shows 
that are kinescoped and _ the 
broadcasts on outlying 
which are sometimes as 
two weeks. many tele 
will be forced to remove = all 
ASCAP songs next week, to 
for the June 1 dealine, after which 
ASCAP music, as it stands now, 
will go off video For example, 
Milton Berle’s Texaco broadcast of 
last night (Tuesday) used ASCAP 
melodies or could have, but his 
next week's (17) show will be 
forced to delete ASCAP material 
because the kinescopings may not 
be shown until after the deadline. 
Televisors will also have trouble 
showing films which contain 
ASCAP music, although this is a 
point that could conceivably pre- 
sent an entirely new source of 
argument due to the decision last 
vear by N.Y. federal judge Vincent 
L.. Leibell who said that ASCAP 
could not collect exhibition fees 
for films containing music since 
the music paid for at the 
source by the producer. Whether 
Judge Leibell’s decision would 
have anv effect on films using 
ASCAP tunes that were made 
before he issued his opinion is 
strictly for attorneys to decide, 


Optimistic Biz 
For Midwest 
Outdoor Spots 


Chicago, Mav 10 
siege of warm weather has 
ouldoor-ballroom operators 
Wrapping up their seasonal book- 
ings. with general summer biz oute 
look on the optimistic side. Some 
however, aren't buying 
bands for the entire season, as in 
previous years, but are buying by 
the half or quarter. Others, like 
Eastwood Gardens, Detroit, are re- 
ducing playing hours to a six-day 


lre- 
Stations, 
iong as 
commercials 


allow 


Was 


Early 
found 


spots, 


week. to cut scale and operation 
costs. 
Outdoor ballrooms in midwest 


were in on the gravy train during 
the war and postwar era, and any 
band skedded brought the custom- 


ers Now some operators, influ- 
enced by decline of biz during 
past winter, plus fact that name 


bands that played their spots last 
summer didn’t do as expected, are 
holding back. Dutch Mill, Dela- 
vin. Wisc., is set for a half season, 
as is Ideal Beach Resort. Monti- 
cello, Ind., and Casino, Quincey, 
Hil Lakeside Park. Denver: Mar- 
tinique. Chi; Piony Park, Omaha: 
Forest Park Highlands, St. Louis: 
Blue Moon, Wichita, and few other 
spots are set for entire summer. 


ROBBINS’ FXPLOITATION 
SPEEDS BENEKE DISK 


Hollywood, May 10. 

Tex Beneke's platter of “Beau- 
tiful Blonde from Bashful Bend” 
will hit the stalls next month three 
months earlier than scheduled as a 
result of the work of the local Rob- 
bins office. Biscuit now is slated for 
release coincident with release of 
the 20th-Fox Betty Grable-Cesar 
Romera-Rudy Vallee starrer of the 
same name. 

Record had been earmarked for 
September release by RCA-Victor, 
for whom Beneke etched the tune 
last month in Chicago. Robbine 
Music in New York shipped an ace- 
tate to the Coast, and coast rep 
Eddie McHarg and platter exploiter 
Barney McDevitt promptly got 
busy. McDevitt had dubs made of 
the acetate and handed them to lo- 
cal disk jockeys, who staried plug- 
ging the tune immediately. Retail 
stores began getting reeuests for 
the platter almost at once and 
when thev bellowed for copies, 
RCA-Victor updated the release. 

Precedental move caught Victor's 
local distrib. Lee J. Meyberg Co., 
by surprise. 
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’ f | ] 
isk Jock’s Plan To | po * 
Broadcast From>Cell BEST SELLERS ‘Liberty’ 
0a ‘Liberty’ Score for Col 
ding Rap Nixed ' 
Via Speeding hap —_ ie : ud As Model for Diskers 
Hollywood, May 10. | | } | . 
police Chief C. B. Horrell pet VARIETY TY | | | | Irving Berlin last week sat down 
, m ‘firmly when ; | ¢ at a pian lumbia Recorx 
his brogans prs nian Allen Survey of retail sheet music | | +a | | | piano at Colu a Recot is 
KNX disk jockey © sales, based ; is o!s3 Poa Sc and recorded every one of the 18 
planned a waxwhirl program from : on reports obtained 5 01s | § - Y tunes in the score of his new mu 
i i yas from leadi in kin 1@) cttio | : mf i < - unes SC his | u- 
Lincoln Heights a sen J ading Stores in 12 cities | 9 = | ® | l}oi 8/2 sical, “Miss Liberty.” Disks will 
ticketed last el i aaa a and showing comparative sales wy a! § % s/|3/6 not be released; they were cut so 
a a pape taken sae rating for this and last week. | ean. A, |? i's (A = re T that Berlin himself could demon- 
ay fine Far , ; Fic i®lioiZligis i ieiats oO strate for artists who will record 
Ag -£ae ae Be we: “2io |v |% mas ; 
hours in the Jug — on “ 4 = 4 S z 4 ££ itis 3 ! the tunes exactly how he feels they 
on omg boar! through various im iZlsSislisiaisi#@iaiel4i4i A should be done, in accordance with 
Plan procee ; : ° iA | mw |) et lle | : : rs @ | C Ree L their use in the show 
anicipal and police channels un- W k E d $ | ef sep foe ee a ~ in im | | @ ie ; 
med beard of it; he didn’t National ee n 1149 |=} a ¢ | : SiislifZigf 4 P es See ae ee 
ae CBS lines run into jail. Also Rating MA tai! |S | ow Sisizi« ~iZ2i¢eia O copies of the disks are going to 
wa abana fe had nixed idea 7 = é wo i 2 & ~ a | < Bark , rival recording companies. So far, 
i cone sort for an Art Linkletter | This Last ih i 21s § ei e 5 sie ss! n four Columbia artists have been 
broadcast some time ago. So Allen wk. wk. Title and Publisher - n 5. = s 3 Eigialieis T assigned cight of the tunes. Ber. 
( > pee ee tar . . 7 . | © ° x ~e | Ssiaigis ; lin, incidentally, cut the records 
paid $30 fine, wo! ked from studio = — : zi oOolSigalianla & ais | ig S 
as usual. He already had secured 1 « ; SSS with his own piano, which was 
an okay from Tony Martin, guest 1 “Cruising Down River” ‘ Spitzer) .& &eyee.f fe ££ £2 - A trucked from his N. Y. apartment 
an Srogram Monday night (9), to | _2 2 “Forever and Ever” (Robbins). 225 622 642 12 2 105 | (°C CuUmDIAS Studios. 
guest from cell if plan hadn't been 3. 9 “Again” (Robbins) TT a a a a Sa ee Gx we Some weeks back, Richard Rod- 
tvmied. 46 CUA See — lence -_. = a. EP, 6 5 6 gers and Oscar Hammerstein 2d 
sty ania ’—You re Adorable” ‘Laurel), 3 5 2 7 7 41 a: wees + -. similarly demonstrated to record- 
56 “Red Roses for Blue Lady” (Mills) —erererett. Fe tu te ing men the score of their “South 
6 ~~ “Ss a ” iit r ———  . ne as — - —— ——_——— — < »g ifie”’ vers ace € ie 
Open Mkt. Sale For ., le Sunflower Famous) oe ~~ 10 a 3 4 8 7 3 : 3 4 51 Pac ific. Rodgers accompanied 
7 3 “Far Away Places” (Laurel _ — eee nin hired singers, and recordings were 
> ] 0 ar EE ee —- : : sick ai niet de 7 6 6 8 5 3.5 8 44 made of each tune, copies of which 
P b 200 00 Sha 8 7 “Careless Hands” ‘ Melrose) 9 9 8 i i — -— = : er tg : 
ud $ ; ’ res : moe Pes cvtnncch Cae, ee _—* & @ ££ Tm + YY were distributed to all recording 
Trans-America Music Corp., or- a eee ile Rend Mm bar an, Se a ET = 9 7 10 9 4 10 34 penn 
ganized last month ‘with an au- J 10 __8 “Enchanted Evening” (Chappell). 6 _7 ae 3 = © 4, ~ 26 a, wie oe 
thorized capitalization of 3,000,000 11... _— “I Don’t See Me” (Laurel) i DE er i. Pee 16 : 
shares, next Monday (16) will of- 12 “Bali Ha’i” ‘Chappell)............8 . _—— en ge a Ore Jerry Johnson Quits At 
fer 1,200,000 shares of common in Tse ————— Le SS eS ee ee 5 ion {era re 
fhe nga me 13 11 “Powder Your Face” (Lombardo) 8 10 6 9 So th ° | t 0 Bi 
Total offering, according to the 14 10 “Someone Like You” (Harms mi... ££ +. en Nee ee ee 8 u ern, nto VWN DIZ 
prospectus, is $300,000, based upon 15 12 “Big, Wide World” (BMI) oO cake, ee ee eee 5 Jerry Johnson, professiona: man- 
a selling price Neg 25c per 4 ager of Southern Music, Ralph 
Underwriting the issue is N. R. eer fir it Friday (6) ; . 
Real & Co.. Wall street firm, which = a — use of its de tn - , wie ple a oe : ae ~ 
is deducting $75,000 from the gross ; | ee al me a ’ pemol : - very tends going into business for him- 
proceeds to cover discounts and wa ~during which time all other self, Johnson had a contract with 
riage : ’ pe ts : : — < Ss, 5, SUS, yroauc- cor 1a Stl 1a¢ some ime o 
commissions. It’s also noted that e e ig crafts, engineers, artists, produc- P that still had ‘ 
Ssemeniantion expenses” are ex- ers, writers, musicians were being run, but it was broken by mutual 
7 - ——— ————————_ (‘ontinued from page 1 - paid agreement Mark Schreck took 
Johnson's place. 


pected to come to no more than © 
$25,000, thus leaving $200,000 to ately wants to establish what it 
Trans-America as balance for work- iaaeliainin teak: ts Helin ins a 
ing capital. describes as a fair rate now despite 
Nucleus of the new firm, the the known losses being incurred 
prospectus declares, is its 100% _ by television for the broadcasiers. 
interest in Gordon, Kaufman & |[¢ does not want to give the tele 
Real, Ine., inactive publishing com- ha i hale ae c, a 
pany affiliated with the American people a low paper rate now and 
Society of Composers, Authors & have the headaches of possibly bat- 
Publishers. Assets of this subsidi- tling to ‘ crease it later. That's 
oo’ = Re cg al a obvious in the society’s offer to 
yr s of popular music a 240% : lings . 
which number less than 12.” accept 2°4°% of tele billings fo 
Officer slate of Trans-America Zeneral uses, not more than 3.3% 
includes Jack D. Richmond, prez for “special” uses ‘classed as a 
and director; Nathaniel R. Real, CToss between general or small 
veepee-director; Henry S. Drezner, ‘ights). For the grand rights, or 
sec.-treas.-director, and Don Car] full-staged production uses, they 
Gillette, director. An industry vet, Would be bought directly from the 
Richmond was long with Feist, Composer and publisher. 
Robbins and Chappell in various ca- Against these charges ASCAP 
pacities. Real organized Gordon, has agreed to a 15°o discount for 
Kaufman & Real and later became agency commissions, up to 150 
senior partner of N. R. Real and Co. for payments to national spot reps 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Total 
Covers 


Covers 
Weeks Past 


Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin*. . Waidorf (490; $2)............... 5 2,100 13,100 
Nat Brandwynne* New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50) 2 825 2.625 
Lawrence Welk .. Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) -oee 7 1,150 8,450 
Eddy Howard ... Statler (450: $1.50-$2) 3 1225 4.075 


nes 
* H : 
Waidorf, Morton Downey; New Yorker. ice revue. 


Chicago 

‘ Henry Brandon (‘Marine Room. Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Weather. 
onventions helped increase: 3,200 tabs. 

ony Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2.00 min.-$1.05 cover). 
ypsy Markoff okay 1,500 covers. 

ee a ‘Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 300; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
“ r Lind Hayes and Mary Healy. Big 3.500 tabs. 

Py ws Masters ‘Boulevard Room, Stevens, 773; $3.50-$1 cover). Ice 
Bil elgg well in pre-seasonal heat spell. Fine 3,315 covers. 

Coil ponder ‘College Inn, Sherman, 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). “Salute To 

€ Porter” in last weeks. Fine 3,000 tabs. 


nee Straeter ‘Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
é ar Allen orchestra and Dorothy Shay out. DeMarcos in Thurs- 
Y'9). Boff 4.000 covers. 


Los Angeles 
nig shton Noble (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With Frankie Laine head- 
> 8. Second week good 3,000 covers. 

an Garber (Biltmore, 900: $1-$1.50). Leveled off at 2.300 covers. 


Ted Fie Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Up slightly te 1,000 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


Ceo B (Chicago) 
avidson | . ever 
okay 3.000 oe Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 


Dick Jur a ; 
Sdmissions ‘Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 
Tues eichman ‘Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 
y ‘10). Final week for Reichman: 


oma” Peters (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). 


Joe E. Lewis, 
Local fave holding at 16,000 


Jimmy Featherstone opened 
slow 9.000 admissions. 
Slight drop te 2,000 


(Los Angeles) 


L ' 
o°* Brown (Palladium B., Hollywood, Ist wk.). 


Sions, Good 13,800 admis- 


and local stations, and up to an- 
other 5%o as a contribution toward 
coaxial cable and_ kinescoping 
costs. After that, the society of 
fered, “as a means of helping un- 
derwrite current losses by the tele 
vision industry.” to accept only 
25% of total charges (75° dis- 
count) for the first six months of 
1949. a 50° slice for the second 
six months, a 25% cut for the next 
three months, and the full rate for 
the succeeding three months of an 
18-month period. 


More Valuable Than Radio? 


On the other hand, TV offered 
a price, including deductions for 
agency commissions, local reps, 
coaxial cable charges, kinescoping, 
ete., whieh was claimed to be 58°¢ 
below what ASCAP is now collect- 
ing from AM radio, on network 
broadcasts, and 40°) below local 
station rates. As it came out, with 
all deductions, tele reportedly of- 
fered ASCAP .075°% of network 
television billings. 

That the society refused. It be- 
lieves, and so do its members, that 
musie on television, because of the 
sound-plus-sight angle, is more valu- 
able than on AM radio. And from 
the latter it is now drawing 2°4° 
ef network billings, less 15% 
agency and 15% extra discount, 
and 214% of local billings, less 
telephone line charges. This 
source paid ASCAP between $7,- 
000.000 and $7,500,000 last year 
from more than $500,000,000 in 
combined network and local sta- 
tion business. 

Radio people have taken the 
stand that for what ASCAP has to 
offer video it wants too much. 
Even before the negotiations began 
video men beefed that the terms 
of the contracts via which ASCAP 
was assigned television representa- 
tion rights by member publishers 
and writers were so restrictive, as 
to general. special and grand 
rights, that the society had little 
to offer to tele buyers. They also 
claim that the task of determining 
the category into which a prospec- 
tive performance will fall is a dif- 
ficult one, leaving them open to 
more or less vague decisions. They 
also believe that television, be- 


| cause of its sight nature, will more 


often than not demand a greater 
number of special and grand right 
performances. And for this tele 
will have to pay extra, either to 
the society, which will clear the 
so-called “special” uses, or to the 
publisher and composer and au- 
thor. through whom all grand 
rights must clear for any ty,e of 
performance. And _ television is 
therefore convinced that for what 
it has to give, ASCAP wants too 
much. 

ASCAP doesn't think s0, espe- 
cially in view of the fact that it 
has charged video nothing for the 


ASCAP has offered to arbitrate, 
with a three-man board—one tele- 
vision man, one ASCAP man, and 
an impartial member appointed by Weeks. His move coincided with a 
Attorney General Tom C. Clark. recent one by Larry Taylor, who 
Television refuses the arbitration expects to go into business for 
angle in the belief that ag,impar- himself after leaving Peer. He was 
tial member could not hope to un- originally taken on to head La 
derstand the complicated problems Salle Music, a Peer subsid which 
involved in varying types of rights, was to have been activated but 
etc was not. 


‘RH’ L 0 : 0 - € 
Richard Himber’s new development tn logytrg broadcast perform. 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 
Chey are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining trstrumentat; 
2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 1ujor territories, New 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all 
three territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 
of commercial shows. The first group consists of the top 30 songs. 
Week of April 29-May 5 


Johnson expects to.open an of- 
fice in N. Y. within the next few 


Songs Publishers 
A Chapter In My Life Called Mary...........-sesesseeee: Shapiro-B 
Again—t"Road House” ... ..... . . wedaecncns ee sessees Robbins 
A Wonderful Guy—**South Pacific” .............. Williamson 
A You’re Adorable SET COTE Ee Cok ee Laurel 
ar Pea toes PaCIne” vcs he ke tees i bode Teens Williamson 
Beyond the Purple Hills .. 0.0... csc cccccccccssecsensens Goldmine 
CRY TRUSSO oo ees 6 ee wee Rew Rees ba eds 48-0 a Ee Oe Hill & Range 
CORPEIOES TIGROS iaiis 6 5 6 5 60da 044004045 CR ROMEO WS Shee Melrose 
Commé Ci COMME CO... bce adevied chee a Sens Hew eke es Leeds 
Cruising Down the River .....csccvcsessceesccvveses tees Spitzer 
ee tb Cry, Cry BOOy 6. iG bie ses sec rals 65.0 cee 69 eas Santly 
Byerywhere YOu GO... 2.6 ccediscecme sucess Vea oe She Gass Lombardo 
Forever and Ever ; , Cee ee eee re ee Robbins 
Havin’ a Wonderful Wish— ‘Sorrowful Jones” ..... Paramount 


Laurel 
Remick 


I Don't See Me In Your Eves Anymore 

If | Could Be With You— ‘Flamingo Road” 
It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World BMI 
Kiss Me Sweet .. ;, .. Advanced 
My One & Only Highland Fling—**Barkleys of Broadway”. H. Warren 
Once and For Always—*‘‘Connecticut Yankee” ; Melrose 


Powder Your Face With Sunshine Lombardo 
Mills 


Red Roses For a Blue Lady... . oi cee cswerseterns. 
Soe in Laive—"" Rigs Me ROO” ow ee ewes ee T. B. Harms 
Some Enchanted Evening—*“South Pacific’ ........... Williamson 
Someone Like You—-{‘‘My Dream Is Yours” ......... Harms 
SE Fe NN 5 scala ic aah ee ae ee REESE RE ES Warren Pub 
NY ER rs ie nts Mop a kh hie: orn hleA tend Oe dw La & Se 4S SEAS Gienmore 
Sunflower A scx eget eee Paramount 
The Streets of Laredo—‘‘‘Streets of Laredo”............. Famous 
Underneath the Linden Tree:....5... 6... .seescsveceeds LaSalle 


The remaining 20 songs, based on Richard Himber’s new development 
in logging broadcast performances. 
Always True to You In My Fashion—*"Kiss Me Kate” 
Are You Kissing Someone Else? 


T. B. Harms 
Cav ‘ier 


I sa coon. a pid agra bangs hie FAK bo VN -9 9G. reap wh Rie Di RD D@ ss 
Coca Roca = were rrr free eT ee United 
Dreamer With a Penny—**‘All For Love”’........ Simon 

Laurel 


Far Away Places ~ wore 
If Yeu Stub Your Toe On the Moon—*‘“Connecticut Yankee”. Mayfair 


I Got a Gal In Galveston Republic 
ee | re Ae ree.) cre eer rere eas Berlin 
SOY TROL POE GHEE, gia 55 86 WSs cee Rie aN oe BOR Bourne 
Eve Bee, TVG BG, LOVE BRC. ai ois is bas eons hes 8e examen Miller 
My Dream Is Yours—*‘‘My Dream Is Yours”............6-- Witmark 
No Orchids For My Lady See, ee es Leeds 
Once In Love With Amy—*‘‘Where's Charley” ............. Morris 
NE 86 a5 cb kA eee Sha 2 ESTE Chappell 
LS Ee ee Sere ee wi Morris 
The Little Old Church Near Leicester Square............... Oxford 
Three Wishes . eee ent eee .. Herbert 
wee toe Amseins Was Ringing «o60i05 ceisee £35 sees Melody Lane 
You Broke Your Promise eer Tire Tee oo ON eae be Pie 


i Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 
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S-J BEEFS AT KING’S | , | 
GOLD’ DATE JUMPING R | | 
Santly-Joy reveals it is The | ar | : ™ , 
ing an infringement action to be — JARIETY | a | ~ 6 | | 
tossed at King Records’ newly- ARIETY | |2 | Tackles 
formed pop recording division over Survey of retail disk best 7 a 3 S rok a 
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in N. Y. do it, but also those who 
come east from the Coast with the 
idea of placing songs. They make 
a beeline for diskers and take a 
crack at getting tunes set for re- 
cording. Then they take them to 
publishers. Often deals are made. 
This often puts a publisher on a 
spot. If one has a tune by a writer 
who has given another melody di- 
rect to a recording company, ob- 
viously the disk outfit figures to 
give more preference to the unat- 
tached tune. 
Blame Publishers 


On the other hand, established 
writers blame publishers for the 
current situation. They claim that, 
due to the seemingly confused re- 
action from the public, which con- 
stantly switches its preferences 
from waltzes (the current vogue), 


to novelties, race, hillbilly and 
western tunes, thev haven't a 
chance. Many top, unattached 


writers in N. Y. say that the ma- 
jority of major publishers are so 
busy scrambling to keep up with 
the confused public taste that they 
don't give the established writers 
the right time. 


care what kind 
of a song is involved. They’ll grab 
it so long as it shows sales strength. 

This, say the top writers, has 
placed them at a great disadvan- 
tage. They do not write the kind 
of melodies and lyrics that, lately, 
have often captured public fancy, 
and publishers consequently are 
not at the moment paying them 
much attention. Hence, they must 
take.songs direct to recording com- 
panies. 

To refute this. major publishers 
assert that the topflight writer of 
today, who is unattached in Holly 
wood, is at fault. One pub claims 
that established writers are not 
showing imagination in their work. 
Let a ballad hit, and publishers 
are flooded soon after with writers 
demonstrating similar lyrical and 
melodic ideas. They also point out 
that if a songwriter is to be a good 
craftsman he should be flexible 
enough to bend with public taste. 

In short, the confusion in the 
public mind about: what it wants 
musically has the music industry 


fighting itself, (See separate 


This is held to bestory.) 


Bob O'Brien, Capitol Records’ 


eastern purchasing agent and of- | 


fice manager, quit last 
ness. He bought Haynes-Griffin, 
one of the largest class record, ra- 
dio and television, etc., sales marts 
in New York. 
O’Brien quit Cap Friday (6) and 
took over the store Monday (8), 


Jonie Taps Sez He’s 
Sticking With Col. Pix 


Jonie Taps flatly denies rumors 
that he will return to the music 
business soon as a partner with 
S. Hf. Bourne in Bourne, Inc. Taps 





states that his contract with Co- 
lumbia Pictures, as head of the 
studio’s music department, has 


about a vear and a half to run, and 
he has no other plans. 

Taps is currently in New York 
on film business. | 

Joe Allison, disk jockey and an- | 
nouncer, joined the staff of KMAC, | 
San Antonio. He 
‘with KITE and KTSA here. 





; week to! 
go into the sales end of the busi- ; 


| MONROE'S ‘RIDERS’ ECHO 
RENEWS TECHNIQUE 


Vaughn Monroe’s “Riders in the 
Sky” and the use of the echo tech- 
nique in its recording appear to 
have begun a trend. Numerous 
disks by alt companies due out 
within the next month or two are 
treated in Similar style. 

There’s nothing new about it 
of course, major companies using 
echo chambers for years and, on 
occasion, right up to the Monroe 
disk.» But since that time there 
seems to be a decided increase jn 
the practice Peculiarly enough 
while the echo angle adds greatly 
to Monroe’s “Riders.” its absence 
isn’t too noticeable when he does 
the tune in a hotel or ballroom 
where it isn’t possible to add the 
echo. 
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%& ‘Song Hits through the Years’... The 
outstanding songs of each year, from the 
Gay-Nineties to the present day. 
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Legends and other basie background information, attendant te the compilation 


resentotion, 
<i> started publication serially. 
clipped and filed for future reference. 
Attention is 
be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


I Love, I Love, I Love My Wife, 
But Oh, You Kid. w., Jimmy 
Lucas. m., Harry Von rilzer. 
Harry Von Tilzer Music Pub. Co., 
909. 
sae My Wife, But, Oh, You 
Kid! w., m., Harry Armstrong and 
Billy Clark. Chicago: Harold Ros- 
siter Music Co., cop., 1909 by Arm- 
strong & Clark; assigned 1909 to 
Victor Kremer Co., Chicago. 

Wish I Had My Old Girl Back 
Again. w., Ballard MacDonald. m., 
Paul Wallace. Jos. W. Stern Co., 
cop. 1909. : 

I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her 
‘Now (The Prince of Tonight). w.. 
Will M. Hough and Frank R. 
Adams, m., Joseph E. Howard. 
Chas. K. Harris, cop. 1909. 

The Letter Song (The Chocolate 
Soldier). w.. Stanislaus Stange. m. 
Osear Straus. Jerome H. Remick 
& Co., cop. 1908 by Ludwig Dob- 
linger, Leipzig; cop. 1909 by Jer- 
ome H. Remick & Co. 

Meet Me Tonight in Dreamland. 
w.. Beth Slater Whitson. m., Leo 
Friedman. Chicago; Will Rossiter, 
cop. 1909. 

Monkey Doodle Dandy. w., Jack 
Drislane. m., Henry Frantzen. F. B. 
Haviland Pub. Co., cop. 1909. 

Moving Day Jungle Town. w., A 
Seymour Brown. m., Nat D. Ayer. 
Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 
1909. 

My Hero (The Chocolate Sol- 
dier). w.. Stanislaus Stange. m., 
Oscar Straus. Jerome H. Remick & 
Co., cop. 1908 by Ludwig Dob- 
linger, Leipzig; cop. 1909 by Jer- 
ome H. Remick & Co. 


My Own United States (When 
Johnny Comes Marching Home). 
w., Stanislaus Stange. Julian 


Edwards. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 
1909. 

My Pony Boy (Miss Innocence). 
w., Bobby Heath. m., Charley 
O’Donnell. Jerome H. Remick & 
Co., cop. 1909 by Up to Date Mu- 
fle -ub. Co.; assigned 1909 to 

hos. J. Kennedy; assigned 1909 
to Jerome H. Remick & Co. 

My Southern Rose. w., m., Earl 
Taylor. Harry Von Tilzer Mu- 
sic Pub. Co., 1909. 

Next to Your Mother, who [sic] 
Do You Love? w., Irving Berlin. 
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appeared in the Oct. 
it is suggested that these installments be 


6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 


hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may not 


{Cantinued from Last Week) 


m., Ted Snyder. Ted Snyder Co 
cop. 1909. 

Nobody Knows, Nobody Cares. 
w., m., Charles K. Harris. Chas. K 
Harris, cop. 1909. 

On Wisconsin! March song and 
two-step. m., W. T. Purdy. Milwau- 
kee. Flanner-Hafsoos Music House. 
cop. 1909 by W. T. Purdy; assigned 
1910 to Joseph H. Flanner 

Put On Your Old Gray Bonnet. 
w., Stanley Murphy. m., Perey 
Wenrich. Jerome H. Remick & Co.. 
cop. 1909. 


“Ship Ahoy!”—All the Nice Girls | 


Love a Sailor. w.. A. J. Mills. m.. 
Bennett Scott. The Star Musie 
Pub. Co.. cop. 1909 


Song of the Sou! (The Climax). 
w., Edward Locke. m., Joseph Carl 


Breil. London; Chappell & Co., 
Ltd., cop. 1909; new edition cop. 
1929 


Take Me Up With You. Dearie. 
w.. Junie McCree. m., Albert Von 
Tilzer. The York Music Co., cop 
1909 

That Mesmerizing 
Tune. w m., Irving 
Snyder Co.. cop. 1909. 

When [I Dream in the Gloaming 
of You. m., Herbert 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., cop. 
1909. 

Where My Caravan Has Kested. 
w.. Edward Teschemacher m., 
Herman Loehr. London; Chappell 
& Co.. Ltd.. cop. 1909. 

You Taught Me How to Love 
You, Now Teach Me to Forget. w.., 
Jack Drislane and Alfred Bryan. 
m., George W. Meyer. F. B. Havi- 
land Pub. Co., Ine., cop. 1909. 


Mendelssohn 
Berlin. Ted 


On pennies now appeared the 
head of Abraham Lincoln, replac- 
ing the Indian head which had 
been there half a century. 

Ed. Pavson Weston walked from 
New York to San Francisco in 105 
davs. 

William Howard Taft was inau- 
gurated president. 


j 
/ 
| 


| 


Ingram. | 


The latest creation in feminine 


fashions was the hobble skirt 

In New York, the Hudson-Fulton 
Celebration was staged, commem- 
orating the 300th anniversary of 
Hendrilk Hudson's arrival, and the 
centennial of Rebert Fulton's 
work. 

On the legitimate stage, John 
Barrymore appeared in “The For- 
}tune Hunters,” Lillian “Russell in 
“The Widow's Might” and Forbes 
|Robertson in that outstanding suc- 
‘cess: “The Passing of the Third 
| Floor Back.” 


: ‘ . 
| The vaudeville roster included: 


iW. C. Fields. Blanche Ring ‘sing- 


‘ing “Waltz Me Around Again, Wil- | 


| lie’ and ‘“Yip-I-[Addy-I-Ay’’), Carry 
|Nation (the dry crusader), Ina 
|Claire ‘then a juvenile imperson- 
lator), Sophie Tucker 
l«‘Cubanola Glide’), Nora Bayes 
land Jack Norworth, and Texas 
|Guinan who sang songs from the 
| basket of a prop airship 


| Mary Pickford became a_ film 
player. 
1910 
Ah! Sweet Mystery of Life 


|(Naughty Marietta), w., Rida John- 
ison Young. m., Victor Herbert. M. 
Witmark & Sons, cop. 1910. 


Harry Von 
Music 


Andrew B. Sterling. m., 
| Tilzer. Harry Von Tilzer 
| Pub. Co.. cop. 1910. 

| All That I Ask of You is Love. 





iw., Edgar Selden. m., Herbert In-) 


| graham. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
‘cop. 1910. 

Alma Where Do You 
|(Alma Where Do You Live). w. 
|George V. Hobart. m.. Adolph 
|Philipp. Jerome H. Remick & Co. 
‘cop. 1910. 


(singing | 


| 
| 
{ 


All Aboard for Blanket Bay. w... 


{ 
| 


Live? 


Any Little Girl. That’s a Nice 


: Little Girl, is the Right Little Girl 


for Me. w.. Thomas J. Gray. m., 
|Fred Fisher. Shapiro Music Pub- 
lisher, cop. 1910 by Maurice 
Shapiro. 


7 | As Deep As the Deep Blue Sea. 


LAUREL MUSIC 
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w.. Rene Bronner. m.. H. W. Petrie 
F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., Inc., cop 
1910. 

Big Bass Viol. w., m.. M. T 
Bohannon. Waterson, Berlin, Sny- 
der Co., cop. 1910 by Ted Snyder 
Co 

The Birth of Passion (Madame 
Sherry). w.. Otto A. Hauerbach. m.. 
Karl ’ Hoschna M Witmark & 
Sons. cop. 1y10 

By the Saskatchewan (The Pink 
Lady). w., C. M. S. McLellan. m., 


Co.. Ltd.. cop. 1910. 

Call Me Up Some Rainy After- 
noon. w.. m., Irving Berlin. Ted 
Snyder Co.. cop. 1910. 


_, Caprice Viennois. Composition 
for violin and piano. m., Fritz 
aes. Carl Fischer, Ine., cop. 
910. 


The Chanticleer Rag. w.. Ed- 
ward Madden. m., Albert Gumble. 
Jerome H. Remick & Co.. cop. 
1910. 

Chicken Reel. Two step. m.. Jo- 
seph M. Daly. Boston; Jos. M. Daly 
cop. 1910 

Come, Josephine, in My Flying 
Machine. \lfred Bryan. m 
Fred Fisher. Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co., cop. 1910. 

Day Dreams (The Spring Maid). 
w.. Robert B. Smith. m.. Heinrich 
Reinhardt. Jos. W. Stern & Co.. 


cop. 1909 by Breitkopf & Hartel. 


Leipzig; assigned 1910 to Jos. W. 
Stern & Co.; cop. 1910 by Jos. W. 
Stern & Co. 

Don’t Wake Me Up, I'm Dream- 
ing. w., Beth Slater Whitson. m., 
Herbert Ingraham. Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co., cop. 1910. 

Doctor Tinkle Tinker (The Girl 
of My Dreams). w.. Otto Harbach. 
m., Karl Hoschna. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1910. 

Down By the Old Mill Stream. 
w., m., Tell Taylor. Chieago: Tell 
Taylor, Musie Publisher, cop. 1910. 


Every Girl Loves Me But the 
Girl I Love (The Girl of My 
Dreams). w Otto Harbach m.. 
Karl Hoschna M Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1910 


Every Little Movement (Madame 
Sherry). w.. Otto A. Harbach. m 
Karl Hoschna. M. Witmark & Sons 
cop. 1910. 


Fountain Fay (The Spring Maid). 
w.. Robert B. Smith. m., Heinrich 
Reinhardt. Jos. W. Stern & Co.,, 
cop. 1909 by Breitkopf & Hartel, 
Leipzig; assigned 1910 to Jos. W. 
Stern & Co.; cop. 1910 by Joseph 
W. Stern & Co. 

Gee, But It’s Great to Meet a 
Friend From Your Home Town. 
w., William Tracey. nu., James Me- 
Gavisk. J. Fred Helf Co., cop. 1910 
by the NYBO Music Pub. Co.; as- 
signed to J. Fred Helf Co. 

The Girl With the Fiaxen Hair 


—Original Title: La Fille aux 
Cheveux de Lin (in: Douze Pre- 
ludes). Piano solo. m Achille 


Claude Debussy. Paris: Durand & 
Cie., cop. 1910 
Good-bye, Rose. w., 
Burkhart. in., Herbert 
Shapiro 


Addison 
Ingraham. 
Bernstein & Co., cop 
i910 


(Continued next week) 
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| THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE |) 
FROM BASHFUL BEND 


“Lyric by Don George. 
>. 


Medium Bounce 


























The Title Song From The 20th Centary-Fox Picture 
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Music by Lionel Newman 
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THE BEAU-TI-FUL BLONDE FROM BASI-LFUL BEND _ nuev-er did learn to keep a friend_She'g 






























give ema start then shoot '¢m ® the end THE BEAU-TI-FUL BLONDE. FROM 
ee SE YREREET “Tas RT aR san Se Beesen ts ===: = =: ne =F es 
ty a4 =; == ceed er aa HS ae === 
ra > - 2. F “ F 
BASH-FUL BEND._ She's hard-ly the type to cud-dle near_Shedrath-er go out and 
BASH-FUL BEND. When she deals a pok-er hand you oughtto see their fac-es 
*Spe-cially when she deals herself ap-prox-i-mate-ly five ac-es —_ Im bet-tin my boots shell ; 
. { 
F meet some cuss. Caus-in’ ber heart to raise a fuss Then shell fall in love and 
: 
PA "ee 
'% 
Re 4 
R i 
ae Blonde. —sS From Bash-ful Bend, THE Bend. i 
fee Copyright 1949 Miller Musie Corporotion, New York 19, N.Y. * : 


| Recordings by 





TWO TON BAKER ........:.........Mereury 


TEX BENEKE ......................RCA Victor 
ART LUND ........ecceessceseeeeseeeee MGM 
THE MODERNAIRES ............ Columbia 
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AGVA May Bolt Theatre Authority 


Unless Given Larger Cut of Benefit Coin 


Hollywood, May 10. 


Henry Dunn, national! board 
member of American Guild ot 
Variety Artists, here for local 


membership meeting of Guild told 
the 125 members assembled that 
AGVA has threatened to withdrav 


from Theatre Authority. 
Explanation of the proposed 
walkout is that AGVA execs In 
N. Y. feel the guild is not getting 
a fair cut of coin collected by the 
TA fo location to each guild 
within Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America for the charity 
needs ol each According to 
Dunn, TA reaped about $80,000 last 


year in N. Y. alone and gave AGVA 
$6,000. 

Before any member of any show- 
biz guild embraced within AAAA 
can play a benefit for any cause, 
the benefit must be okayed by TA 
which in turn takes a cut of the 
benefit’s net, ranging from five to 15 
percent. TA then, at end of vear, 
distributes what it collects to vari- 
ous guilds within AAAA. The Au- 
thority is controlled by the Four 
A’s 

Negotiations are still going on in 
Gotham, and if AGVA doesn’t get 
considerable uppance in TA melon 


in the future, AGVA will exit 
setup, Dunn says No other guild 
within Four A’s ever made a simi- 
lar threat. Other guilds are 
Screen Actors Guild, Equity and 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists. If AGVA doesn't get a 
better slice of charity fund, Dunn 
will recommend AGVA here an- 
kling local TA 

Prior to coming here, Dunn at- 


tended the Variety Clubs Interna- 


tional Annual Convention, in San 
Francisco where he made a deal 


whereby each Variety tent can pro- 
free 


mote AGVA acts to put on 
shows for tent membership and 
various charities promoted by 
tents. Annually the showmens 
organization will give AGVA flat 
$20,000 for the privilege. AGVA 
will use the money for its insur- 


ance fund. Guild is trying to build 
up a kitty (now $32,000) so it can 
give all members a $1,000 death 
benefit policy for same dues rate 
now paid by members. Policy 
would be same as that now given 
by Musicals’ Local 47 here. 

New Board Elected 

The AGVA meeting elected a 
new local board, result of a charge 
that Florine Bale, recently trans- 
ferred to N. Y. AGVA headquarters 
after long heading local office, had 
“rigged” last autumn’'s election. 

Irving Mazzei, who was 
Bale’s assistant and now is in same 
position under her successor here, 
Eddie Rio, last month openly 
charged her with manipulating the 
vote-count. 

Membership reelected to board 
Danny Beck, Tiny Kelly 
George West. Bud Harris was 
elected to place held by Maxine 


Miss | 


and | 


Gates. While meeting was in ses- 
sion the membership appointed a 


six-member board to count the bal- 

lots. Motions to signature indi- 

vidual votes was voted down. 
After board was installed, Rio 


made a brief spiel informing mem- 
bers that in the six weeks he has 
been bossing AGVA here he has 
nixed 22 so-called benefits which 
had sought use of AGVA talent. 
He okayed only eight such shows, 
and those acts which performed re- 
ceived $25 each 

lso stated that long last 
AGVA and American Federation of 
Musicians have reached peace 
terms on long dispute. According 
to Rio, James C. Petrillo has sent 
AGVA word that any time a mu- 
sician has an act in which he puts 
aside his instrument and goes into 
a routine of another description he 
is fair-game for AGVA to line up 
for membership. Over that point, 
Petrillo ahd AGVA have feuded for 
three years. 


> * 
MO a 





Court Rules Agents Can’t 


Confiscate Booze When 
Cafe Permits Are Revoked 


Columbus, May 10. 
Decision of Judge Joseph M. 
Clifford, last January, that it is 
unconstitutional for state agents 


to confiscate liquor owned by tav- 
ern operators whose permits have 
been revoked was upheld Monday 
(9) in second court of appeals. 

Ruling also upholds that owners, 
whose property was seized, are en- 
titled to return of liquor or full 
compensation for any not returned. 
State thus is held liable for thous- 
ands of dollars in claims as result 
of the decision, 


Minsky Producing Burley 
Unit for Cafe Tour 


Harold Minsky, who is to reopen 
the Carnival, N. Y., May 20, is 
preparing a unit for the Latin Casi 
no, Philadelphia, with semi-bur- 
lesque format. Success of cafe and 


the Philly show will determine 
| Whether Minsky will branch out 
in other cafe operations. Deal is 


reportedly on for him to take over 
the defunct Florentine Gardens, 
Hollywood. 

During the winter Minsky oper- 
ated the Colonial Inn, Hallendale, 
| Fla., to profitable returns. 

So far, Minsky has not received 
his liquor license for the Carnival, 
but he figures he’ll have no dif- 
ficulty on that score. He’s already 
spent $80,000 refurbishing cafe, 
formerly operated by Nicky Blair. 

Pearl Bailey has been signed for 
the Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y., 
‘starting May 22. 





Sanitation Snarl Threatens 
Salt Lake Pageant 


Salt Lake City, May 10. 





Palladium, London, Completes Season’s 


The “Days of °47 Rodeo,” his- | 
toric pageant depicting the emigra- | 


tion of the pioneers, is up in the 
air just now. Gene Autry’s horses 
must have clean stables, under 
Health Department edict. The 
state wants the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of the Pioneers, sponsors of 
the show, to foot a $9,000 bill to 
renovate stable buildings, and also 
pay rental for the Fair Grounds 
for show scheduled for July 17 
to 24. 

Sponsors claim the state, as part- 
ner in the enterprise, should make 
the repairs. 

The has been a featured 
spectacle through the years. 


Derby Fans Spark 
Louisville Cafe Biz 


Louisville, May 10. 

Plenty of night spots splurged 
on talent for Derby Week, giving 
visitors to the big race a choice of 
several where they could combine 
wagering in various forms with 
floorshow entertainment. Of course, 
some of the better spots like the 
Bluegrass Room and Club Iroquois, 


1 
Snow 


shun the gambling angle, and go 
in heavily for top talent and food 
and drink, topping off with elab- 
orate Derby breakfasts. 

Clubs. offering floor shows 


through the Derby weekend 
the Iroquois, with Martha 
3en Yost Group, Ted Taft Debu- 
tantes, Marla McKay, Dwight 
Davis, Buddy Hisey orch with Bob- 
by Paxton and Joyce Flake; Blue- 
grass Room, of Brown hotel, Joey 
Radin, Helene & Howard, Dennis 
& Darlene, Mavis Mims, Dale 
Cross orch; Colonial Gardens, 
Mary Frances Kincaid, Norman La- 
| Sarr, Lester Oman, Lynn Baker, 
Johnny Schrader orch Post & Pad- 
dock. 

Additional floorshows were 
fered by the Trianon Club, 
line Club, Hillcrest Club, and Sil- 
ver Creek Country Club. 


MOCAMBO, PHILLY, OPS 
HELD IN TAX FRAUD 


Philadelphia, May 10. 

Three operators of the defunct 
Mocambo Club were arraigned on 
charges of defrauding the city of 
$1,400 in wage taxes collected from 
employees of the nitery, but not 
turned over to the City treasury. 

Held in bail were Frank Peskin, 
prez of the Mocambo  Corp.; 
Charles Mostoroy, veepee, 
Herman Martinez. A special deputy 
of Taxes dept., currently in a drive 
_to recover delinquent wage taxes, 
said the $1,400 was withheld from 
the wages of 25 employees during 


were 


Rave, 


of- 
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Feds Arrest Chi Nitery Op 

On Counterfeiting Rap 
Chicago, May 10. 

With the arrest of Irving Morris 

and Dixie Richmond here last 


week, Federal Secret Service 
agents believe that they have 
broken the counterfeit -ring. which 


has been flooding midwest niteries 
with “near perfect” $20 bills 
Seized with them was nearly) 


$100,000 in spurious 

Couple was trapped by an agent 
who said he would give $30,000 
for $100,000 of the counterfeits 
Lattcr officer made the contact in 


money 


Morris’ Tropical Nights bistro on 
the north side. Head of the bu- 
reau stated that over $80,000 in 


the “funny money” had been passed 


in niteries in Chi area. but most 
of it was recovered Agents are 
seeking out key members of the 


ring throughout other parts ot the 
midwest. 


Nat (King) Cole Slaps 256 
Suit on Pitt Hotel, Alleging 
Racial Discrimination 


Pittsburgh, May 10 
Nat (King) Cole filed a $25,000 
damage suit here last week against 
Mayfair hotel for alleged discrimi- 
nation against him 
Cole charged that on 
was refused registration 
downtown inn because of his race 
Cole Trio was filling an engage- 
ment at Bill Green’s at the time. 
The Lebus Hotel management of 
California was named the detend- 
ant. 


April 25 he 
at the 





Edelson Hired to Hypo 


Sky- | 


Hilton’s Chi Hotels 


Chicago, May 190 
Alan Edelson. former flack for 
Hildegarde, now heading his own 


public relations firm here. will han- 


idle the Hilton Hotels to hypo Em- 


pire Room of the Palmer House 
and Boulevard Room of the Stev- 
ens. 


Fred Townsend, p.a. for Palmer 


‘House and Audrey Lindgren at the 


and | 


Stevens, will continue in their 
posts, cooperating with Edelson on 
new ad-publicity campaigns. 


Ethel Smith’s Dates 
Paris, May 10 

Ethel Smith. currently at the! 
Lido, has been booked te open to- 
morrow (12) at the ABC Theatre, | 
Brussels. She expects to return to | 
Paris after the Brussels date. 
There's also a possibility that | 





'Miss Smith may play several! dates | 
| 1946-47. The Philly wage tap is) 


in Spain if her salary in dollars | 


can be taken out of that country. | 


'that U. 


* The U. S. headliners pacted to 


play the Palladium, London, have 
been set for the entire season. 
Among them are Allan Jones, fo}. 
lowing current run of Danny Kaye: 
Harpo Marx, Jimmy Durante, Dick 


Haymes, Abbott & Costello, and 
the Ink Spots. After the latter's 
run, house will return to annual 


pantomimes, which run until Feb. 
ruary. : y 

The agency getting the majority 
headliners set into that , 
the Harry Foster office, which 
has been booking in conjunction 
with the William Morris agency. 
Agency, this year, snagged al] the 
top headliners with the exception 
of Allan Jones, booked by the Lew 
& Leslie Grade agency, and Kath- 


ol house 


IS 


ryn Grayson-Johnny Johnston set 
by the Charles Munyard office, 
London. 


Leslie Macdonnell, Foster agen- 
cy exec, is now in the U.S ogling 
top talent for possible British en- 
gagements. Macdonnell emphasized 
S. acts are permitted to 
take all their earnings out of Brit- 
ain, with the exception living 
expenses and British taxes. He 
leaves for London May 16. 


Ol 


JOHN SEBASTIAN’S TOUR 
OF ITALY IN CONCERTS 


John Sebastian, the harmonie 
virtuoso, sails May 25 on the At- 
lanta (the old 22,000-ton Matsonia) 
for Italy, where he will do concerts, 
music halls, etc. Plans being away 








three months with his wife and 
their five-year-old son. In effect, 
it’s a “second honeymoon.” Mrs, 


Sebastian was Jane Bishir profes- 
sionally, having written The 


tor 


| Hartmans and others, 


Sebastian knows Italy through 
longtime residence there while 
training for the diplomatic service 
when he haf a State Dept. fellow- 
ship. The harmonica was avoca- 
tional, “but the more I saw of so- 
called diplomacy,” says Sebastian, 
“the more I decided to make the 
harmonica my profession.” 





Bebop ‘Broadway Revue’ 


Touring U.S.-German Zone 
Frankfurt, May 3. 
A French-American combination 


|revue, “Broadway Revue of 1949,” 


is touring the U. S. Zone. High- 
light of the show is a U.S. trio, The 
Three Just Men, who specialize in 
bebop and Negro spirituals. 

The trio—Ken Gordon, George 
Browne, Horace Dawson—previ- 
ously filled spots in English, 
Swedish and Italian nightclubs. 
After their German engagement, 
they're slated to continue their con- 
tinental tour, with appearances in 
Paris and the Riviera. 
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WALTER WINCHELL: 
“Horatio Alger stuff... 
FRESH AS A NEW BORN.” 


VARIETY: 
“SHOWSTOPPER . . . SURE- 
FIRE.” 


NEW YORK POST: 

“Amazing . . . BRINGS 
DOWN THE HOUSE with his 
songs and anecdotes.” 


SID SHALIT (Daily News): 
“THE LIKELIEST BIG-TIMER 

TO HIT THE LOCAL STAGES 

SINCE DANNY KAYE.” 


RADIO DAILY: 

“THE MOST SENSATIONAL 
NEW COMIC TO COME UP 
SINCE MARTIN LEWIS.” 


LOUELLA PARSONS: 
Calls him Broadway’s 
NEWEST COMEDY FIND. 


HARRY HIRSCHFIELD: 
“GOALING THEM... Youth 
must be served.” 


BILLBOARD: 
“BROUGHT YOCKS TIME 
AND AGAIN.” 


MILTON BERLE: 
Calls him “THE ONE-MAN 
MARX BROS.” 
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Opening May 20th 
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New York 
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Midwest Houses Ready to Install 
Acts, Won't Wait on Petrillo's Decish 


»™ 


| 
| 





Chicago, May 10. 

While James C. Petrillo still, 
hasn't replied to Entertainment 
Mangers Assn’s. request for a hud- 
die on basic terms regarding the 
opening up of more vaude houses, 
several circuits are going ahead 
with plans to install stageshows. 
Ops are amazed at the the revived | 
interest in vaude shows, and at-| 
tribute it directly to television. 
However, many houses not in video 
cities have been getting a raft of 
inquiries, as to when vaude will 
be set due to national publicity 
that video favorites are in their 
houses. 

Midwest division of RKO Thea- 
tres is scheduling stage attractions 
for the Orpheum in Champaign, 
Jl. and either RKO, Keith or 
Regent, in Grand Rapids, Mich. 
While at present these will be split 
bookings. Remodeled Main Street 
theatre Kansas City, is also on the 
agenda for shows. Stage atrac- 
tions there will probably start early 
in July. There is also a possibility 


+ 


| 


that Tower, K. C. will resume 
yaude soon. 
Paramount’s Minnesota Amus. 


Corp. is mulling stage attractions 
for some of its lesser houses and 
is asking Chi bookers set some 
one-nighters and a few split dates, | 
perhaps testing various spots be- | 
fore going into larger scale opera- 
tion. 

In contrast, State in Cincinnati, 
which has had orch and disk policy 
for last several months has been | 
disappointing in take and has tem- 
porarily cut from full week to) 
weekends to see what happens. | 
Colored house will decide this 
week as to what method to follow 
and might drop the stage attrac- 
tions. 


Martin Ankles Fischer 


Guy Mertin has resigned from 
Clifford C. Fischer’s Agency to go 
into agency business for himself. 

He’s currently dickering a Ne- 
gro unit to play the Scandinavian 
countries. 





| June 21 reopening date with The 


| for July 5 and King Cole Trio July 


splitting evenly with house from 
| first dollar. 


| pianist, at $3,500 and Woody Her- 


Larry Steel Producer | 
For Club Harlem, A. C. 


Philadelphia, May 10, 

Larry Steel has been signed to 
produce the shows at the Club 
Harlem, Atlantic City. Already 
booked for the spot are Valaida 
Snow. Billy Daniels and the Kon- 
goroos, an acro-dance act. 

Steel is dickering with Count 
Basie for a summer date there. 
Maestro played there last summer. 





Cover Charges Lift Salary 
Tab of Lena Horne in S.F. 


Hollywood, May 10. 
Lena Horne’s four-weeker at the 
Venetian room of Fairmont hotel, 


| San Francisco, was paid off by the | 


cover charge revenue alone. In 
at $4,000 weekly, she averaged 500 
attendees nightly at $1.50 and 700 
Saturdays at $2. 


| Harry Richman opens there to- | 
night. 





Union, Walters in Hassle 


Over Salary Security For 
Acts Playing San Juan, N.Y. 


Lou Walters, who installed a 


| Stageshow policy at the San Juan 


Talent Scarce, So L.A. | 
Million Dollar Drops | 
Vaude for 6 Weeks 


Los Angeles, May 10. | 
Scarcity of talent is forcing the 





|Million Dollar Theatre, town’s 
only vaudfilmer, into a six-week | 
hiatus from stageshows. Charlie 


Ventura, who opens today with his 
bebop crew, will ring down the 
curtain on vaude here next week 
until June 21. House dropped tal- 
ent last fall for the five Weeks pre- 
ceding Christmas, but has been 
maintaining a steady policy since. 
Operator Sherrill Corwin has a 
name lineup set beginning with the 


Ravens headlining the bill. Rav- | 
ens will supply supporting acts and 
orch and split 50-50 with the house 
after the first $2,500 is extracted 
for exploitation purposes, 

After that, Corwin has lined up | 
T-Bone Walker and combo at flat 
$1,750 for week of June 28. Ella 
Fitzgerald, on $2,500 salary is set 


12. Latter brings in own show, 


July 19 will be headed by Sugar 
Chile Robinson, Negro moppet 


man and Lionel Hampton crews are | 
inked for successive weeks, each | 
getting 50-50 split of the gross. 


| the guild. 
| first 


i the 


theatre ‘ne Audubon), may close 
the house Friday (13) because of 
a dispute with the American Guild 
of Variety Artists. Row stems over 
the posting of a bond. Walters de- 
clares that he has been in business 


long enough to warrant being 
trusted by acts and the union. 
However, AGVA officials declare 


that the union rule is that all in- 
dependent theatres and cafe-own- 
ers must post a bond to cover sal- 
aries of ‘acts. Only clubs and the- 


atres exempt from rule are circuit | 


houses and chain hotels. 

AGVA field men last week 
threatened to close the house, but 
a last minute temporary compro- 


| mise was reached by having Wal- 


ters post salaries in advance with 
This was done 
two shov3, but AGVA offi- 
cials now seek to have a complete 
bond posted and Walters 
minimum basic agreement. 

Walters stated he offered to let 
union hold a_ considerable 
amount of U. S. Savings Bonds in 


Sigh @ 


| lieu of a cash bond, but guild de- 


mands cash on the line. He also 


'cited that Equity has a preferred 


list of producers not required to 
post bond, and figured he should 
be given similar listing by AGVA. 
Closing of the San Juan would 
not affect Walters’ operation of 
the Latin Quarter, N. Y. nitery. 





Juanita Hall doubling from 
“South Pacific” 


ciety, N. Y., May 17. 


for the | 


to the Cafe So-' 


24 Houses of Schine Circuit 


| 


A 


Dropping Vaude Bills for Summer 





Chi Highway Expansion 


| Slices Burleys, Niteries 
Chicago, May 10. 

First move in condemnation of 
property along the eastern link of 
| the Congress St. superhighway was 
| filed last week in Cook County 
circuit court. Petition by the city 
asked that 20 feet of both sides 
of Congress between 
Blvd. and State Street be 
priated to widen road. 

If the petition is granted, Con- 
gress hotel would lose 20 feet of 
its main floor, which includes the 
Glass Hat nitery. Also affected 
would be several burlesque houses 
and several stripteaser cafes. 


Albany Sustains Verdict 
For Dancer in Injury 
On Legal Technicality 


Albany, May 10. 

The appellate division has up- 
held a workman’s compensation 
award of $275 to Sonia Berman, 
ballet dancer and variety 
for a fractured foot suffered while 
performing in the floor show at 
Murray’s Inn (outside Albany) 
three years ago. 

James Barone, operator of the 
nightclub, appealed a_ referee's 
award on the ground Miss Berman 
'was an independent contractor, 
and as such was stopped from col- 
lecting damages under the Work- 
men’s Compensation Act. 

In upholding the award, the ap- 
pellate division said: ‘‘There was 
some evidence of the employer's 
|} supervision and control over the 
| claimant as to the time and place- 
ment of her presentation, and in 
cooperating with its musical ac- 
|}companiment. This, together with 
the provisions of her contract and 
the rules and regulations of her 
labor union, incorporated therein 
by reference, sustains the decision 
of the board.” 


appro- 





- 4 


|} name 


Michigan | 


artist, | 


Warm weather and daylight save 
|ing time has resulted in cancella- 
tion of vaude in all but four houses 
of the Schine circuit. With the 
exception of the Avon theatre, 
Watertown; Glove, Gloversville, 
Ben Ali, Lexington, and the Strand 
Milford, Pa., 24 houses comprising 
67 days of playing time will drop 
stageshows for the summer. About 
100 acts weekly are affected by the 
shutdown. 

Al Dow, of the Al & Belle Dow 
agency, which books the houses, 
said he will confer this week with 
the Schine officials on next sea- 
son’s plans. Dow expects more 
houses to be added in autumn in- 
asmuch as the vaude experiment 
proved successful thus far. 

Circuit played low-budgeted non- 
shows. Although it was 
originally presumed that the chain 
went into flesh operations because 
of the U. S. Government decree 
forcing it to disband monopolies in 
many towns where it operated, top- 
pers have held that variety opera- 
tions were started because they 
wanted to give the policy a trial. 
According to Dow, Gus Lampe, the 
circuit’s g.m., expressed satisfaction 
with the operation. 


Dow office was notified of the 
change of policy on Friday (6) and 
had to cancel out several shows 


which it had booked in advance. 

The Dow office is booking houses 
of Walter Reade circuit which will 
continue throughout summer in its 
New Jersey situations. St. James 
theatre, Asbury Park, will install 
vaude July 1, playing seven-act 
bills. 


N.Y. Royal Roost Folds 


The Royal Roost, the first N. Y. 





| cafe to go on a bop policy, closed 


last week after a session of lean 
pickings. 

Spot, operated by Ralph Watkins 
and Monte Kay, recently shifted 
to a name policy with Nellie 
Lutcher headlining, but competi- 


tion from their nearby Bop City 


‘proved too much. 
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AGVA Elects 50 Delegates to Chi Meet 


On Light Vote, 


Balloting for the election of dele- 
gaies to the June 6 convention of 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
completed and a 
Ac- 
cording to AGVA spokesman, 1,501 
10,000 


re- 


ists has been 


slate of 50 has been selected. 


cast out of the 
2.000 


turned because of wrong addresses 

New York delegation to the con- 
vention be held for three days 
at the Sherman hotel, Chicago 
comprises Jerry Baker, Jackie 
Bright, Margie Coate, Chick Dar 
row, Henry Dunn, Bob Fitzgerald, 
Lena Horne, Phil Irving, Georgie 
Price and Joe Smith. Chicago dele- 
gates are Billy Carr, Ray C n, 
Sr.: Jack Gwynne, Hap Hazard 
and Frances Kay A tie vote be- 
tween Ray Conlin, Jr., and Joe 
Wallace is still to be resolved. Hol- 
lywood representation will consist 
of Jean Arthur (not the filmster), 
Danny Beck, Harry Mendoza, Jack 
Mulhall, Rex Weber, George West. 

Other delegates are Eleanore 
Ireland, Baltimore; Jack Edwards, 


ballots were 


sent out. About were 


to 


ty 
onu 


Billy Kelly, Boston; Bob Logan, 
Lenny Paige, Buffalo; Lester 
Latke, Cincinnati; Bob Ellsworth 
Cleveland; Billy Ogden, Columbus; 
Hugh O'Neal, Dallas; Al Sharpe, 
Denver; Al Mack, Al Tucker, De 
troit; Walter Graham, Kansas City; 
Alan Gale, Miami; Jimmy More, 
Montreal; Phil Brito, Newark; 


1,501 Ballots Cast 


Jack Stanley, New Orleans; Joe 
Camp, Tom Osborne, Philadelphia; 


Lois Donne, James Flannery, Pitts- 
burgh; Danny Martyn, Portland; 
Dick Martin, Providence; Benny 


Upton, Reading; Bobbie Kelly, St. 
Louis: Will Aubrey, Bob Evans, 
San reaneuey. 


60-WAGON CIRCUS 
HITTING IRISH ROAD 


Dublin, April 26 
Jeserich’s Circus, biggest tent 
show to roll the Irish roads, 


moved out to open the season this 
week. The 60-wagon outfit, former- 
ly owned by Recco Bros., was 
bought by an Irish group last fall 
and enlarged for the current sea- 
son. Several continental acts have 
been imported and show is being 
handled by Jeserich, who formerly 
operated tent shows in Germany 
until about 10 years ago. 

Talent bill at around $3,000 per 
week is high for this country where 
stands are small, with compara- 
tively few two-day and _ longer 
stopovers. Longest stand will be 
Dublin itself, where a two-week 
stand, with an optioned holdover, 
has been fixed for summer 

Other main circus outfits which 
have gone on the road this year 
are Duffy’s and Fossett's, two old- 
established family setups. 


late 








ACTORS-ARTISTS 


WEAR THE MEDAL OF 
YOUR PATRON SAINT 





SIZE i | SIZE 
%” DIA, he iN 1 5 16 DEA, 
Sterling Sterling 
$3.00 $7.50 
14 Karat {4 Karat 
Gold Gold 
$15.00 $50.00 





Genesius 286 A.D. A Roman come- 
dian martyred to the cause. 


Send check or money order. No 

C.0.D., please. Postage prepaid. 

LOUIS LEPTER PrP. O. Box 288 
y Jewelry H'wood 28%, Cal. 














HELENE and HOWARD 


Held Over 
EL RANCHO 
Las Vegas, Nev. 











Midwest Dates 











Chicago, May 10. 


Harmonicats opened at Kin-Wa- , 


Low’s, Toledo yesterday (9) 
Dick Contino unit booked for Na- 
tional Theatre, Louisville, June 2, 


and after tour of one-nighters into 


the Circle, Indianapolis, June 15 
Pat Patrick signed for Lake 
Club, Springfield, Ill., May 27 


Ginger Kinney does a repeat at the 


Esquire Club, Wichita, Kans., June 
10 Milo Stelt and Eddie Hall 
of Billboard Attractions. pacting 


deals with hinterland spots of lowa 
and Minnesota Former Olsen & 
Johnson troupers have formed new 


unit, “Nitwits of 1949." which 
opens at Flame Club, St. Paul, 
May 20. 

Leo De Lyon. comic, plays first 


midwest date at the Nicollet Hotel, 
Minneapolis, May 13 with Lou Holtz 
following for two weeks beginning 
May 20 RKO is adding vaude 
in Grand Rapids, Mich., and Cham- 
paign, Ill Al Borde returning to 
office after two-months hiatus on 
Coast. 


$1,000,000 Canton Arena 
Canton, O., May 10. 

City Council is taking steps to- 
ward construction on a $1,000,000 
municipal stadium to house boxing, 
basketball, hockey and stage shows. 

Arena will seat 6,000 and have 
parking space for 400 cars. Con- 
struction is expeeted to start this 
year. 








Carl Ravazza set at Beverly Hills 
Country Club, Newport, Ky., May 
ig. 
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Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., May 10. 
Health centers of the 
dacks are well represented in poli- 
tics and show business. A. 
“Tonv’ Anderson, Mayor of Sara- 
nac Lake, is manager of the local 
Schine Pontiac theatre, while E. 
G. Dodds, manager of the Palace 
theatre, is Mayor of Lake Placid. 
Sig Mealy (Weich, 
Montrose), who has been too long 


in the infirmary, handed good 
clinic report 

After being shuttered all win- 
ter, Hennessey’s nitery here re- 
opened in gala style. Three Har- 
mony Aces are featured Spot is 


now under management of Al and 
Helen Schroeter. 

Top progress has upped Doris 
Carey for meals ayd mild exercise 
Ben Schaffer léft for N. Y. C on 

10-day furlough, where he'll 
shows and mitt gang at the 


a 
gander 
NVA. 

Dr. William Stern, Will Rogers 
medico off to Flushing, L. I., for 
medical conferences. 

Sam LaBalbo, theatre manager 
from Onieda, N. Y., checked in last 
week for rest period and observa- 
tion. 

The 
Concerts 
Cantwell, 
veepee; 


Adirondack Community 
Assn. has elected T. B. 
prez; Carl Gronemeijer, 
A. B. Anderson, treas., 
and Mrs. Frederick Cord, sec’y 
They are now booking talent for 
coming season. 

paper, Adirondack 
Enterprise, has been taken over by 
Frederick H. Kury, formerly an 
editor with Scripps-Howard news- 
papers. 

Write to those who i are P al. 


Local Daily 


AGVA, PHILLY AGENTS 
REACH ANOTHER TRUCE 


May 10. 

A against the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
in Philadelphia by two major agen- 
this 
the percenters agreed 
abide by an agreement reached 
last month. Jimmy Lyons, AGVA 
eastern regional director, who met 
Monday (9) with toppers of Va- 
riety Bookers Assn. and Entertain- 
ment Managers Assn., said both 
groups have agreed to post $250 
in escrow with the union. AGVA 
will issue franchises to agents, 
and when all are franchised the 
“good will” $250 will be refunded. 

After presumable acceptance of 
this agreement on April 14, mem- 
berships of the agency organiza- 
tions tailed to ratify it. However, 
Lyons told the agents’ reps they 
would be abie to appeal local de- 
cisions to national AGVA_ board. 

Agents” revolted because of 
AGVA’s naming Dick Jones Philly 
rep. Many declared that they would 
not deal with him and preferred to 
deal with the national office di- 
rect. Right to appeal to the na- 
tional office is seen as an effective 
compromise and no further trou- 
ble is expected. 


Philadelphia, 


second revolt 


cy groups was abated week 


when to 





Cafe Owners Fined $100 


For Liquor Sales to Minors 
Pittsburgh, May 10. 


Shussett and Elizabeth 
owners of Mercur’s Music 


Alex 
Sabo, 


| Bar, were fined $100 each and court 
| costs for serving liquor to minors. 


They told Judge Henry X. O’Brien 


trial that they were 


had nothing to do with the opera- 
tion of the cafe. Shussett and Miss 
Sabo also denied statements of 
Liquor Control Board agents that 
they visited the bar during “Mrs. 
America” contest last summer and 
found booze being served to “doz- 
ens of girls under 21.” 

Charges previously had resulted 
in 60-day liquor license suspension 
by Mercur's, but before that de- 
cision was handed down spot was 
destroved by fire in February. with 
damages amounting to $80,000. 
Place has not been rebuilt. 


N. Y. Statler Sets Kaye 





Sammy Kave's orchestra will 
play the Statler hotel, New York, 
next fall, a booking the maestro 


has always wanted when the Stat- 
ler was the Pennsylvania Kaye 
opens No® 14 for five weeks, fol- 
lowing Vaughn Monroe, who de- 
buts in October. Monroe's date is 


_also a first at the Statler. 
Kaye in previous years has play- , 


ed the Astor, Commodore and 


New. Yorker, botels in Nw Ye. . ee ek 


| 


i 
{ 
{ 


Adiron- | 


Mealy &' 


| is 
, second booking will be Dr. 


summer 


‘Circus Setting ‘Breakfast’ 
Matinee for. Pres. Truman 


Washington, May 10. 


Possibility that President Tru- 
man will attend a special morning 


ey outdoor season next Tuesday | 
(17). 

When the Secret Service turned 
thumbs down on an invitation from 
from Ringlings for eircus fan Tru- 
man to attend a show during the 
Washington run, canny Ringling 
fiacks immediately offered to ar- 
range a private ayem performance 


for the White House party. Prexy 
hasn't accepted, but he hasn't said 
“no” either, so the circus crowd is 


still hoping 


The big show is reversing its last 
year pattern, when it played the 
town to capacity crowds for only 
three days, and extending run to 
five days. In previous years, this 
was a full week’s stand. 

As usual, show will converge on 
city from two directions, with per- 
formers and animals coming in 
from Boston, and outdoor equip- 
ment training north from Sarasota, 
Florida. 





ARNOLD'S ICER CLICKS 
IN SPAIN, PORTUGAL 


May 3. 

Ice Revue has 
Iberica peninsula 
since last October under sponsor- 
ship of Spanish _ impresario 
Joaquim Gasa and in seven months 
has been playing Madrid, Barce- 
lona, Valencia, Saragoza and now 
Lisbon. Late in May it will go to 
Oporto and then again into Spain 
for the summer, where it will play 


Lisbon, 


Tom Arnold's 
been touring the 


in open-air arenas until fall.  Di- 
rector Gerald Palmer claims tour 
has been a financial, and artistic 


success. 

Principal skaters are Joe White- 
house (Australia) and Diana Graf- 
ton (U. S.); Mary Stacey (England); 
Bill Davies (Canada); Beth Whit- 
tington (England): Guy § Pigier 
(France); Ken Bayley (England): 
Manley Bros. (Denmark): 
Kemble (U. S.) and 
(England), plus a 
skaters from England, 
Canada 

Charles McGrail 
the continent. 
White, Maurice 


line of 
S. and 


large 


U. 


is manager for 
assisted by Hans 
Tourneur, Peter 
Dancaster and Bill Davies. The 
dances have been arranged by 
Beatrice Livesey. 





Unit Policy for Hipp On 
Million $ Pier, A. C. 


Philadelphia. May 10. 


The TWippodrome on the Million 
Dollar Pier, Atlantic City, will play 
tab units during the summer, ac- 
cording to Jolly Joyce agency here. 
The “Hawaiian Paradise” troupe 

booked for June 10. and the 
Neff's 
Mystery and Spook show. Official- 
ly the Hipp wil] open June 3, when 
Joyce plans to launch his “Modern 
Minstrels,” patterned somewhat 


after Steel Pier minstrels. of 
yesteryear. 
Present plans call for the tab 


shows to play six days a week. 
Mondays being kept open. Monday 
date will be filled by Elmer and 
Pete Newman's “Hayloft Hoe- 
down,” featuring the Murray Sis- 
ters and the Sleepy Hollow Gang, 
WFIL-ABC net hillbilly unit. Joyce 
is deliberately booking the unit 
type entertainment to avoid con- 
flict with the name acts and bands 
playing Steel Pier during the 
season. 





Balladeer Josh White does his} 


sixth Town Hall. N Ei 
Saturday night, May 21. 


concert 


Larry | 
Topper Martin | 





Hope’s Peak 870¢ 
In Vaude Tours 


show adds interest to preeming of | 
‘Ringling Brothers-Barnum & Bail- 


Hollywood. May 10. 


| Bob Hope reported that his two 


cross-country tours this 
grossed more than $870,000. His 
third junket later in the year is 
expected to hoist the total far pe. 


year 


| yond the million mark. 





Comic and troupe traveled about 
25,000 miles and played 
than 450,000 paid admiss 
san ir siti ei in 


tO more 


10NSs in 70 
29 Cilles 


Blade Show for Chi Fair 


Chicago, Mav 10 

Vorhees & Fleckles Fair Co. wij) 
produce an ice show for the Chj 
Railroad Fair, to be presented Six 
times daily, seven days a week 
from June 25 through Oct. 2. ’ 

Show will have 15 skaters, and 
will be staged in Swiss chalet Style 
with seating capacity for 1,500 per- 
sons. Admission scale not set as 
yet. 
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rainieiaiaidiais 
Empire Room. Chi trick in which the man does a Coq Rouge, N. ¥- 
; (PALMER HOUSE) handstand on a pile of blocks and Sara Ann McCabe, Ernie Warren ew C S$ 
re ree as ane : then gradually works himself Orch, Oscar Calvet Trio; $2.50 
Chicago, May 9 down to the floor. Opening the j,jnimum. 
Tony & Sally DeMarco, Margaret’ chow, the Singing Road Agent, a Sania MARION HARRIS, JR. | fessional know-how. She has 
1 } 4 5 » »)) lorr |] . : = ™ - . ~ 7 . =i , . bs 
Phelan. Peiro Bros (2 ; Me rriet baritone garbed in a black cow- The Coq Rouge for many years Songs authority and is a decorative ade 
Abbott Dancers (10', Ted Stracter bey suit and a mask, renders some has been an effective showcase for 20 Mins. =: denda to any smart cafe. She has 
Orch (le $3.50 mininnn, ST conventional romantic numbers femme singers. The room has in- Savoy-Plaza Hotel, N. Y. been more or less expertly rous 
cover with a strong set of pipes. His troed debs taking a flier in show Handicapped by a somewhat off- tined. Perhaps with time she will 
Ser _ repertory, however, has no_rela- biz as well as promising unknowns. the-cob billing—‘songs my mother play her maternal heritage oblique. 
Back to expanded layout alter tionship with his getup and one Spot is now veering to standard taught me’’—and a reflected glory ly by more studiously throwing 
solo act presentations of the past 9) the other should be changed. performers with Sara Ann Mc- nomenclature through a second-gen- away the takeoffs on her late 
EW months, Empire Rooms cur Al Nystrom trio, a solid rhythm Cabe’s engagement. eration tag, Marion Harris, Jr. mother, than by too patently utilize 
rent bill aims at all tastes. De- outfit featuring a standout guitar Miss MeCabe does particularly | should overcome this with time and ing that as a prime stock-in-trade 
Murcos’ five-year absence from ¢ Mi ist. alternate on the bandstand for well here. She registers with hep. the natural progression that always Miss Miller gets able assist from 
may have been reason for their the customer hoofing. Ingles orch. song selections and a migratory attends inherent talent. She has her special accompanist Bob 
prolonged routines on opening playing straight, also dish up first- mike stint with plenty cooperation that. A tall, comely personality, Frann, who also did a tiptop ar. 
night rate Dixieland jazz during the from ringsiders. Songstress wise- She will make the grade on her ranging job, and from Irving 
tony & Sally DeMarco, easily cpjow interludes Herm. ly depends on show tunes to a| Own. Right now it’s the appar- Conn’s svelte sextet which die 
top - Jeaguers a wane. age 2 eee arge exten i vrer 1 j ent intention ot the Savoy-Plaza’ penses a versatile and brisk br: 
breeze through “Holiday For " large extent. They're run off with management to play it safe and re- of “seciety” dansapation wee 
Sirincs” and “Tico-Tico.” sticking Ritz Cafe. Montreal sufficient dramatic content sans anag eo S@ pia) — oo s ‘ ansapi Abel. 
age ala et ie in ce extravagant gestures and are alize all possible on the Jr. billing. i ciate ines 
to expert floorwork instead ot re Montreal, May 4 pitched in a manner to command Of course that’s a question. In [LESLIE BROS (2). 
1} ye /- aero-technics, 4 — Eee Su colidor. with George Kent attention. show business, where fame is so Comedy 
meqaiey and Beguine enabdtie Cou at piano; cover $1, no niin One of the majo1 attractions in fleeting and memory never sut- 15 Mins. 
ple to display versatility, a the cited deieaaamat this room for manv vears has been ficiently lasting, there Is doubt how Havana-Madrid. N. Y. 
same time maintaining consistent > ie : ar “relief Many actually remember the yes- 
se and lish. Encore, minus Long established as the town’s the | sot lety and rhumba reliet ws ps pat: aga iv and Leslie Bros. are a young. person- 
ee ee bands. The E Warre ‘oun teryear Ziegfeld musicomedy anc 
. mre ats eoeiaier tha as - top bostelrv. the new management 4nds. r€ arnie Warren group, ‘*?. : iti : able comedy team who still need 
Ted Straeter's backing. has cross- top nos y; ' . and the Oscar .Calvet tri ith Victor recording star who also 
s-ing gab while terping. which of the Ritz makes a further bid 294 the Oscar .Calve rio, with “. deer tavine considerable seasoning before rat- 
acing 929 Vee ‘pee, Ween |S : ‘ a t billed fe > tinvers . clicked big in the London niteries. ; . ve 
makes for a nonchalant exit. for carriage trade with the innova- ‘™ i Ss " ite , sn ge : eee ache Perhaps the Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.,| ‘28 in the top cafes. In their first 
Cin iad ‘1 ite re. Vide @® svelte brand of dansapation. sa ote ‘ws: mee "0: ; : ; ¢ 
Singer Margaret Phelan, on her tion of entertainment In its re- e adans aca analogy best points that up; and earned | — al hogs rhumba- 
; ; i . ; « Be. . . « = ake <¢« 7" 
first Chi engagement, captivated furbished cafe. Their choice ot certainly it’s debatable how many torium, “dl r : a) a nice im- 
onlookers with her easy manner Suzy Solidor tor the opener was ‘ second-generation film fans ever ing th fg canuk i ‘lightty 
and _well-trained pipes, from a click from the start, with chan Boulevard Room. Chi saw the original Doug. fared bes oa . = ‘the Rong | 
“Ouvre Toncoeur” as an opener. to teuse appealing to both the French (STEVENS HOTEL) However, having achieved her definitely sare. in the ce te ra — 
“Wonderful Guy.” Brunet looker and English patronage. @ Chicago. Mav 4 purpose of a showcasing, Miss Har- off rent wlie rnge Mocs Daca ~ v * if th “0 
runs gamut of light opera to show Doing practically all her songs ™ Atle} ; a7,:. ris. Jr., makes much of her oppor- | \)yj.0 Se . ot, Mt they 
S ‘lick fashi . Pee ene Betty Atkinson, Chuck Hain, ; “a : . | jettisoned about three-quarters of 
tunes in click fashion in French with English intros, p_; ckmann Sisters (2). Charl tunity albeit spottily betimes. init canes wendies tor i 
. . . it . a SteTs &!’, ’s a hl Z Ts a 4 ‘5 | ” A ; ; d : 
Peiro Bros. sprinkle comedics songstress does a strong 40-minute 3° 7 J citi Gerry & Bob D R 9, Phe opener, “I'm a Big Girl Now, ¢aniliar repertory of gags this dub 
into an otherwise standard juggling stint, mixing her 10 numbers with sg yt oy unNaY, belabors the point of heritage, as ~“ ghee m . knoe . ie 
i ee ‘me : ; : . ‘ ; Jack Raffloer, Jerry Mapes, Won- 2 Page ee : mh ‘ could exploit an evident comedy- 
routine for socko results. a couple of dramatic poems that deo Whadtere (2). Clore Bonds do reprises of “More Than You vocalizing flair for promising 1 
Merriel Abbott comes through’ set well with audience. Her Brit- )/, the Cc ins Se Idi Rust RB ¥» Know” and “Ooh That Kiss.” cre- — . ong Te 
with two slick line numbers, in tany sea chantees score heavily, )).,; SD ee awe, SOs | ated by her mother. More to the |"... ’.... , r 
+ bes : mice Sa By aedlaae rr : levard Dears (6), Frankie Masters ; ‘e >. , done “ma Their entree with a duetted 
which each gal dressed as a bird. and such numbers as ‘Le P’tit Rat Orch (13 ith Phyllis Myles point is the fact that Marion, Jr., ie. “la There & Talent Scour | 
does neat solo, garnering hefty de Opera” (‘‘The Ballet Dancer’), Tor gona ee ee “$3.50: does quite all right with them on) i) House” gets them of t6 a fat 
applause. Ted Straeter’s orch “The Dancer is a Creole” and “If *OV''Y fraynor, mitninitun 99.99; her own, just as she does with the start. The segue into a series of 
backs show neatly and dishes out You Want to Know” gets solid re- COV¢? $1.55. |skilltul medleys of the “South im ressions is handled aaa 
danceable tunes. Greg action, with “Le Vie en Rose” as ‘ ae ey Pacific’ and “Kiss Me _ Kate” ea ly bt nce anain. it’ ri 
———__—_———_— snecore ¢ »g-off Current ice show at the Boule- ore ie S} eer ; she “never brightly but, once again, it’s that 
encore and a beg-off. ae Bite Rc ure scores. She mentions she “nevei sae alk adllery of cathons @ 
Cate Rouge. N. Y This type of entertainment is with cecare tops previous efforts saw ‘South Pacific’ but wish I did,’ Treile ors at ad Phen ‘sin 
@ « - . . . . aCe > a)" » . a : : . . ‘ 4 P al. N 
filling a much needed want in the W!th tighter pace, better costum- which is a charmingly frank throw- 


(HOTEL STATLER) 


Eddy Howard Orch (13); no 
nmowimum: cover $1.50-$2. 

Eschewing behop and fancy ar- 
rangements, band of warbler-com 
poser Eddy Howard plays it 
Straight and schmaltzy for the 
mixed trade of the Hotel Statler’s 
Cate Rouge. Replacing Jimmy 


Dorsey at this plush rose decored 
room, Howard’s outfit. is a dance- 
able combo that’s built around 
three rhythm, five brass and five 
reed—same makeup as it used al a 
stand early last vear at the Hotel 
Commodore, N. Y. 

While Howard leans heavily to- 
ward the oldies and waltzes, he’s 
at his best with fast, racy numbers 
that are embellished with an oc- 
casional riff from the trumpets. 
An ingratiating leader, Howard 
croons about every other number 
in a slick, friendly baritone. 

Sweet idiom is ideal for the 
older clientele at this hostelry, vet 
the band’s style is sufficiently ver- 
satille to satisfy the college set. 
Organized in the midwest about 
eight vears ago, the band was then 
built around Howard's | singing 
prowess. Foundation of the crew 
was a firr one for the maestro, is 
sti'l solid in the vocal department. 

Although warmer weather will 
ni» trade at hotel spots. Howard’s 
popularity on disks should provide 
a partial cushion to a customer 
slump since buyers of his platters 
represent a large slice of potential 
pavees. On the whole Howard's 
success is understandable inas- 
much as his band never abuses the 
melody as do so many ot his con 
temporaries. Gilb. 


Village Barn. N. Y. 
Red Ingle Orch (7) Karen 
Tedder: The Vernettes Sing: 
tna Road Agent, Al Nystrom Trio: 
$2 minimum. 


with 


‘ 
{2} 





Returning to this Greenwich Vil- 
Jage spot after completing a cross- 
country tour, Red Ingle and _ his 
combo carries the main load of the 


Village Barn’s new layout. A\l- 
though the current floorshow is 
cropped shorter than usual, sup- 


porting two acts maintain nitervy’s 
rev for combining standard turns 
with amusingly corny atmosphere 


and country games. 

Ingle’s combo has a zanv stvle 
of hashing up musical numbers 
with the usual trappings of pratt- 
falls, hokey garb. off-key instru- 
mentation and twangy choral vo- 


calizing. Septet shows neat pacing 


in delivering its highjinks. and 
while it’s roughhouse stuff, keeps 
within the bounds of good taste 


for the family trade. Band’s vocal- 
ist. Karen Tedder, blends well into 
this setup with her hillbilly ver- 
sion of “Temptation.” Her warbling 
of more conventional ballads, while 
okay. loses impact due to the gen 


eral comedy flavor of her back- 
ground. 

The Vernettes deliver smart jug 
gling, working with hoops, balls 
and tenpins. Femme and male 


member of the duo each take solo 
turns in executing the stunts aiter 
joining .up for a neat double stint 
Act winds on a good acrobatic 


town’s night life and the personal 
touch that Miss Solidor adds with 
her table hopping is paying off 
Opening night crowd more or less 
cramped her style, and present 
stage could be enlarged for better 
effects. George Kent rates a nod 
for his piano accomps. Newt. 


(lub Carnival, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, May 7. 
2), Jean Carroll, 


Orch (12); $2.50 


Met 
Perry 


ria 


Torme ( 
Niartin 
ecreeddaee, 


In Mel Torme and Jean Carroll 
this show has a pair of sterling 
performers and it registers nicely, 
but probably not so well as it 
might with better pacing, lighting 
and routining. In short, the fine 
talents on tap could be better sold. 

With his slick personality 
and exuberance, Torme, making 
his first Minneapolis appearance, 
lands solidly. He is on firm foot- 
ing with his dialect comedy stuff 
as well as his vocalizing that has 
sent his platters into the best-selt 
ing brackets. And he tops it ali 
with sock evclonic manipulation of 
the drumsticks. 

Good material and rare skill at 
putting it over put singing come- 
dienne Miss Carroll into the show- 
stopping class here. Much of the 
material may be of ancient vintage. 
but most of it has at least new 
twists and for all that counts she 
passes the test of keeping the cus- 
tomers laughing almost continu- 
ously. Her singing. too, leaves 
nothing to be desired. 

Better routining might have 
sulted from the insertion of a band 
number between Miss Carroll and 
Torme, who follows her. Spotlight- 
ing also could have been used to 
advantage on both of them. Perry 


re- 


Martin sings well and fronts a 
first-rate band. Room full at din- 
ner show caught. Rees. 


Normandie Roof. Mont 'l 
(MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL) 
Montreal, Mav 6. 
Irwin Corey. Alan & Blanche 
Lund, Buddy Clarke orch (12). 
Max Chamitov Trio; cover $1-$1.50. 
Stepping up pace after several 
weeks of so-so layouts, Normandie 
Root makes a strong bid for the 
late trade with the satire of Irwin 
Corey and the ballroomology of 
Alan & Blanche Lund. 
Lunds open show and win salvos 


for smooth terping, mixing rou- 
tines well and bowing off with a 
slick soft-shoe number for plau- 
dits. 

Irwin Corey ambles onto the 
floor in a baggy frock coat. string 
tie and sneakers. With a voice in 
the best Oxford tradition, and a 


dash of Brooklynese, he breaks up 
this usually staid room. Material 
takes the form of a lecture, includ- 
ing everything from child care to 


the atom. He garners plenty of 
vocks Encores with a sock bit 
platter of “Figaro” that clinches a 


solid 35-minute stint 

Buddy Clarke orch contribs 
okay backing and tunes for cus- 
tomer dansapation, with the Cha 
initov Trio taking relief spot wit! 
neat Latin numbers. Newt. 


ing, and fine routining. Instead of 
merely presenting the acts, Doro- 
thie Littlefield, stager, has woven 
production together with a circus 
theme. 

Show tees off with orchestra and 
cast parading through the room and 
onto the stage. Acro clowns, Gerry 
and Bobby DuRay, do flips while 
dance floor rolls back to reveal 
ice rink. Charles and Lucille, hold- 
overs, score with panto version of 
high-wire act. Brinckmann Sisters, 


niftv lookers, garner chuckles im- 
itating French poodles. Jack Raf- 
tloer and Jerry Mapes click in a 


precision routine. 

Martha Collins registers as the 
unhappy tattooed lady with skating 
aspirations which has Betty At- 
kinson and Chuck Hain, in a 
dream sequence, doing terrific 
lifts. Miss Atkinson, in solo spot, 
gets best response for drum ma- 
jorette offering with neat  single- 
hand cartwheel finale. Wonder 
Wheelers almost steal the show 
with comedy cvyeling act, using 
regular bikes and unicycle. Gloria 
Bondy and Buddy Rust impress 
with their blade work and six-gal 
line does neatly in their routines. 

Frankie Masters makes an ex- 
cellent barker with his orch pour- 
ing out lively big-top tunes. Tom- 
my Traynor does nicely on the vo- 





cals. Zabe. 
Bop Citv. N.Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

King Cole trio and songstress 
June Christy bounced into this 
bastion of ‘“‘modern progressive 
jazz last week replacing Ella Fitz- 


gerald. Although the Cole unit 
and Miss Christy prove they can 


bop with the best of ’em via one 
or two numbers in that genre, 
both rely upon their standard re- 
pertoires. 

Despite its billing as a trio the 
Cole group has four members— 
piano, guitar, bass and bongo. With 
Nat Cole at the piano and also 
handling the vocaling, the outfit 
sells nicely with everything from 
“Portrait of Jennie” to “Sweet 
Lorraine.” Bongo player is. a 
strong novelty with his 
thumping, 

Rounding out the bill are 
Machito’s Afro-Cuban band, which 
gencrates plenty of heat. and Milt 
Jackson's small combo, both of 
whom are holdovers from the 
previous show. Booking of Cole 
and Miss Christy (New Acts) might 
be an indication of a shortage of 
bonafide boppers. Change of pace, 
however, appeared to be welcomed 
even by the addicts. Gilb. 





lame Room, Mpls. 
(HOTEL RADISSON) 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Minneapolis, May 1, 
This is a neat entertaining, lay- 
out well suited for the room. Eliz- 
abeth Talbot-Martin with satirical 
impressions has built a local fol- 
lowing from several previous ap- 
pearances. She’s back with the 
same sparkle, charm and mimicry 
talent which clicks. ; 
Mer good humor.and ability to 
create the impression she’s having 
as good a time as the customers 
make for all-around conviviality. 
She’s particularly solié in her im- 


away line, but considering the ex- 
pert mannerisms that go with them 
she might just as well not be that 


spirited 


frank since the impressions are 
fetchingly authoritative. 
Miss Harris is no novice. 
played London niteries; studied 
dramatics at the Royal Academy; 
appeared in a straight role in Uni- 
versal’s “Kiss the Blood Off My 
Hands,” toured with Ed Wynn and 


She's 


Phil Baker in their recent vaudery, | 


and appeared in a lesser bit role 
with Baker at the Roxy, on Broad- 
way, recently. But this is her first 
big solo opportunity. She is an 
| Anna Sosenko-Hildegarde protegee, 
both being responsible not only for 
her Cafe Lounge (Savoy-Plaza) 
showcase, which first spotlighted 
the Milwaukee chantoosey, but 
|Miss Sosenko is mentoring her 
|sans fee or professional ties other 
than one of friendship. By the 
same token Phil Baker made her 
premiere night a gala with his per- 
'sonal assist. But stripped of all 
this, Marion Harris, Jr. (or Marilyn 
Williams, which is her name in 
private life) shapes up as a very 
, likely soloist in the class saloon 
circuit. 


pression of Hildegarde,- engaging 
in amusing banter with patrons as | 
'she makes the rounds of the tables. 
| Various hair-dos are employed to 
'create some. stricking facial re-| 
'semblances during impreshes of 
Katherine Hepburn, Mrs. Eleanor | 
Roosevelt and Ingrid Bergman. 


Jimmy Carroll, seated at a piano, 
rattles off songs from “Show 
Boat,” “Brigadoon” and “Finian’s 
Rainbow,” along with such pop)! 
numbers as “Galway Bay” in a 
manner that’s satisfying. He has a 
good voice and a wise choice of 
numbers, | 


Danny Ferguson scores at the 
keyboard as he conducts his or- 
chestra for guest dancing and the 
show. Room well-filled for dinner 
show. Rees. 


Minn. Terrace. Mpls. 
(Hotel Nicollet) 
Minneapolis, May 4. 
Carlos Molina Orch (12) with 
Bobby Rivera, Ann Ayers; Raul &' 
Eva Reyes; $2.50 minimum. 





Carlos Molina orchestra is famil- 
iar here from previous visits at 
other spots and returns in its usual 
fine Latin-American fettle, provid- 
ing lively music that’s ear-tickling | 
and also enhances customer danc- 
ing enjoyment. Comprising four 


| Saxes, three violins, one brass and 


| three rhythm, cutfit dispenses mel- 


odic fare that’s smooth and snappy. 
Does nicely on such Latin tunes as 
“Rhumba Rhapsody” and “Eno- 
jado” as well as “Slow Boat to 
China,” “Nocturne” and ‘Moon- 
light Madonna.” Bobby Rivera is 
solid on “Babalu,” “Burea’” and 
“Saravanda.” Ann Ayers confines 
stint to the sure-fire current pops. 

Raul & Eve Reyes, ballroomolo- 
gists, work for 40 minutes, and 
even that isn’t too much. Their 
top-spinning bit and their whirls 
are exciling, but they. get away 
from the conventional and run-of- 


She has personality and pro-' 


| show. 


|trim West 


make too much of those ga-ga bug- 
house antics which can be easily 
overdone. In their bow-off “French 


professor” number, they try tor a 

laugh with the ‘oui, oui’ phrase 

which used to be funny way back. 
Herm, 

JUNE CHRISTY 

Siyging 

11 Mins. 


Bop City, N. Y. 

A vocalist with Stan Kenton be- 
fore the batoner broke up his band 
last winter, lissome June Christy is 
now doing a single. Blonde, young 
and vivacious, she has a wide fol- 
lowing among the college and high 
school set reaped chiefly through 
her Capitol recordings and tours 
with Kenton. 

Miss Christy has a coy, plaintive 
delivery which she uses effectively 
on such tunes as “I Got a Guy” 
and “I Cover the Waterfront.” With 
a nod to this house of ‘“‘modern pro- 
gressive jazz,”” she winds here with 


a number in the behop idiom. Her 
tricky tones, combined with her 
visual attributes seem to be all 


necessary to qualify the songstress 
for most vaude or cate bookings. 
Gilb. 


the-mill-routines with such comedic 
stepping interludes as “Blow the 
Horn” and “Shooing the Mule,” 
which, with their body gycations, 
mugging, clowning and hip-swing- 
ing, are show stoppers. 

A well-filled room at the dinner 
Rees. 





Bucharest. Montreal 
Montreal, May 7. 
Claudia Jordan, Rene Castelar, 
Hamilton Dancers (3), Will Skin- 
ner Orch (3); cover, $2. 





Under capable direction of Carol 
Grauer, who built a reputation and 


‘following at the now extinct Samo- 


var, this spot is now one of Mont- 
real’s top rooms.’ In line with 
the present vogue for dance groups 
current layout is headed by the 
Hamilton Dancers, two attractive 
femmes and a guy. Trio is from 
“Inside USA" company with Ham- 
ilton handling the choreography. 
Group does two numbers, a satire 
on the East Indian terpers and 4 
Indian dance. Simple. 
but effective, costumes point uP 
both. 


Claudia Jordan, brunet thrush 
with nifty pipes, scores with spi 
ituals, breaking up the pace with 
torchants such as “More Than You 
Know” and “Body and Soul.” Rene 
Castelar, robust tenor, gives out 10 
heroic vein with “Granada” an¢ 
operatic arias for good returns. 
Familiar to the local concert fans 
he dispenses with the mike for 
better tone in a room of this size. 
Will Skinner's orch backs show e* 
pertly and dishes out neatly fol 
customer terping. Newt. 


Curtis Joins Rickard Agcy 
Jimmy Curtis, currently — with 
Loew vaude booking dept., Ss“ itches 
to the Al Rickard Agency. May 16. 
He'll assist .Rickard and Bill 
Mack in setting talent for theatres 
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House Reviews 


lor, fast-stepping hoofers, kick in| 


Sirand, N. mt 
.d Lewis Orch (12), with Ger- 
i Du Bois, Reed Sis (3), Paul 


nite, Elroy Peace; “Flantingo 
Lage (WB), reviewed in VARIETY 
April 6, "49. 





Ted Lewis remains one of the 
phenomena of show biz and a su- 
perior entertainer that has sur- 
vived an era heavily endowed with 
great names. He has a top blend 
of nostalgia, corn _and modernity 
and carries with him a retinue of 
entertainers worthy of the cum 
jJaude acclaim accorded him from 
the audience. 

Lewis gets a top rating in an- 
other respect. He’s one of the few 
performers W ho stayed on top sole 
ly through vaude and cafe appear 


ances. He doesn't rely on radio 
disks or films just in-person en 
tertainment although he has had 
his share of these too. 

There’s little need for him to 
ascertain “‘Is everybody happy?” 


They quite evidently are, whether 
he’s playing his ancient Albert 
system clarinet, twirling his top. 
per, swinging his cane or reciting 
his songs. He’s a seasoned confer- 
encier, pacing the shows smoothly 
and makin: his cast look like head 
liners. 

His standard retinue’ includes 
Geraldine Du Bois, who started 
with him nearly a decade ago when 
she was part of a dance team. She’s 
virtually abandoned her terps and 
is now a selling songstress. She’s 
currently plugging “Paling Around 
With You,” her own comp. It’s 
corny but effective. The Reed Sis 
ters (3) round out the singing de 
partment with a pleasing harmonic 
blend. 

Paul White and Elroy Peace, the 
two Negro comics who've also been 
with Lewis for several years, click 
on their own. White, especially, is 
a talented entertainer, showing his 
capabilities at mugging, singing, 
comedy, terps, and special mate- 
rial. He’s a sock every time 
he’s on. 

Although everything that Lewis 
and his company does comes off 
to maximum audience’ response, 
Lewis on this trip neglected the 
element of surprise. His current 
format has been seen several times 
and holds up strongly. A new 
face in his troupe could provide 
some new facets to the entertain- 
ment. However, the familiarity of 
his turn is still easy to take. His 
act is still a top lesson in show- 
manship in one easy viewing. 

Jose. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, May 7. 
Ray Eberle, Artie Dann, Baro & 
Rogers, Stan Kramer & Co., Roy 
Maurice, Freddie Carlone House 
Orch; “South of St. Louis” (WB). 


Though topliner Ray Eberle is 
Jess than sensational, run of talent 
on tap this week builds to solid 
aud reaction. 

Eberle, who has played here be- 
fore, returns with the same lack 
of personality and delivery that 
negated his obvious vocalistic abil- 
ities in previous showings. Projec- 
tion remains strictly on the band 
vocalist side, but the ranging tones 
are there. 

Artie Dann whams ‘em via his 
routinings on his king-sized pro- 
boscis, patter and brash, fast de- 
livery that zings across familiar 
lines with enough new angles to 
make them sound fresh. Had them 
yocking all the way. 

Another pleaser is Stan Kramer 
and his puppets. It’s an ace bit of 
Stringed figure handling, with vo- 
cal impreshes that ring the bell. 
Joined by parents (who handle the 
strings) in multiple groupings 
that gets solid applause. 

eeoft slot is a good pacer via 
Roy Maurice’s muscle contro! 
work. Handstands bring gasps and 
healthy mitting. 
_ Baro and Rogers close with satir- 
ical ballroomology that gets over 
solidly. Lary. 





St. Louis, St. Loe 
y St. Louis, May 5. 
Herkie Styles, Nicks & Taylor, 
Terry Swope, Buddy Greco, War- 
dell Gray, Sonny Igoe, Benny Good- 
mans Orch (18); “Duke of Chi- 
cago” (Rep). f 





Maestro Benny Goodman's gal- 
4xy of slick entertainers. plus his 
Own sock contributions round out 
a revue and although the audience 
Only about half filled this 4,000- 
din house their hefty approval in- 

lcates increasing biz before the 
Session’s windup. Aside from Good- 


eae the standouts are Herkie 
ee comedian; Nicks & Taylor, 
gro dansapaters and Terry 


Swope, an eye-filling blond thrush. 
ter tyles has a clever line of pat- 
oie. ans his tap dancing satires 
sy) “He customers. Nicks & Tay- 


with two swell routines, the 
jitterbug stuff and 


first 
the second a 


balleterp. 
Miss Swope cops plenty of 
applause for her interp of “As 


' Angeis Sing” and, of course. Good- 

man and his tooters doing a short 
review ct the change in stvle of 
pop music from the slowness of 
1936 to the bebop stuff of the 
present ra couldn't miss wiih the 
younger set. Buddy Greco. pianist- 
vocalist; Wardell Gray, tenor sax 
and Sonny Igoe, drums, click with 
individual efforts. 

A quintet of Goodman, bass viol. 
Sax, a trumpet and piano also score 
In between opening band numbe1 
“Bugle Call Rag” and the closing. 
“Jersey Bounce.” the tooters click 
on “Rose Room “After You're 
Gone “Undercurrent Blues” and 
several others Sahu 


Apolle. N. Y. 

Bouvd Raeburn orch (15) 

Lutcher (3), Richards & 

son. Jesse James. Marcella 

“Pigmeat”’ Markham & Co.: 
Bbuek” (Col) 


Nellie 
(iy Onlp 
Porce, 


Racing 


this colored 
sufficiently 
the wickets 


layout at 
solid and 
keep 


Current 
vauder is 
diversified to 


turning at a- profitable pace. 
Sparked by Boyd Raeburn’s slick 
combo, the sole ofay number on 


the bill. and Nellie Lutcher, whose 


diskings catapulted her into the 
big league, it’s a zippy stanza all 
the wavy. 


Raeburn’s crew comprising 
three rhythm, five reeds and seven 
brasses, sets things solidly with 
its slick instrumentation and pro- 
vides nifty backgrounding for the 
support acts. Maestro alternates on 
king-sized and lowercase saxes for 
several of the contribs and also 
gives sidemen plenty of spotlight- 
ing on their own. Teeing off with 
a sizzler as interlude for Marcella 
Porce’s interpretive terping, band 
follows through with “Concerto For 
the Duke,” a salute to Duke Elling- 
ton, and “Man, You're Really Bop- 
pin’” tor solid returns. 

Miss Lutcher, spotted in closing 
slot, cleans up, as usual, with styl- 
ized versions of “Hurry on Down,” 


“My Little Boy,’ “My Mother's 
Eyes” and other items for solid 
applause. Songstress carries own 


accomps on piano, backed by bass 
and drums ‘for rhythmic beat. 
Sandwiched between the _ head- 
liners are Jesse James, whose slick 
|; whistling and tapstering on crutch- 
es nearly sews up the show; Rich- 
ards & Thompson, male comedy 
team who top off an entertaining 
crossfire stanza with 
hoofing, and ‘“‘Pigmeat’” Markham 
& Co.. who roll them in a comedy 
switch on “Ghost in the Pawn- 
shop.” Edba. 


Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, May 8. 
Giselle & Francois, Viola Layne, 
Amazing Mr. Ballantine, The Pitch- 
men (3), Jo Lombardi and house 
orch (12); “The Undercover Man” 
(Col). 


Snappy layout plays well from 


teeoff. Following overture by Jo 
Lombardi house orch, Giselle & 
Francois, mixed acro-ballet duo 


provide a classy getaway and set 
a lively pace. Viola Layae next Is 
an adept mimic and her standard 
impressions click. ; 

‘The amazing Mr. Ballatine is 
back and his satirical magic and 
reverse gags provide a_ pleasant 
‘highlight. The Pitchmen follow 
with their piano accomped Kazoo 
blowing and general clowning. 
Lads haven't changed their origi- 
nal stint much and judging by re- 
ception here can keep right on 
going in the same groove. 

Biz al) right. Burm. 


RKO, Boston 
Boston, May 7. 
Frankie Carle Orch (15), with 
Marjorie Hughes, Bob Locken, Sun- 


rise Serenaders: Benson & Mann, 
Mills Bros. (5); “Jungle Jim” 
(Col). 





With double headliners on tap 
this package stacks up as neatest 
of season so far, with layout solid 
all the way. 

Frankie Carle, carrying five 
reeds, six brass and four rhythm 
along with the Sunrise Serenaders, 
a vocal group of four, baritone Bob 
Locken and daughter Marjorie 
Hughes, gives out with a neatly 
balanced band show that registered 
throughout. Band opener, “Cruis- 
ing Down the River,” scores nice- 
lv with the entire personnel get- 
ting into the act in familiar group 
singing arrangement. Other sirict- 
ly band number, “Alabamy Bound,” 
gave the boys a chance at clown- 
ing for okay returns. 

Vocal chores are neatly handled 


by Bob Locken, an okay baritone, 


’ ' 
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who solos in “Sunflower” 
backed nicely by Sunrise Sere- 
naders in “Why, Oh Why.” Marjo- 
rie Hughes gets nice mitting for 
capable job on “Always True in 
My Fashion” and a medley of her 


| past hits, including “Rumors Are 


Flying” and “Oh, What It Seemed 
to Be.” Also a duet with trombo- 
nist Don Boyd on “That's How I 
Need You” for more pattycakes. 
Solo spot by Carle, backed by 
rhythm section, gives him chance 


to display his relaxed pianoing 
that has made him so popular 
through the vears, and his ram- 
bling medley could have gone on 
indef as far as patrons were con- 
cerned 

Mills Bros.. always faves here. 
had to beg off after six numbers. 
which included “Paper Doll.” “Glo 
ria’ and sock “Basin Street.” Their 


nonchalant 


yees 


and 
never talls te 


solid arrangements 


delivery VOW Pa 
\iann 
Snare ol 


trifle 


Benson and 
get a 
routine 
this bill 


Good 


mics 
but 
for 


4anhy CO 
, / 
ROOG VOCKS 


Was a too long 


biz al 


opene! Eli 


Longhairs Come Out From 
Cover, Reassured By 
Scott Legit ‘Invasion’ 


Artur 
Horowitz. 


Classical pianists such as 
Rubinstein Viadimis 
Robert Casadesus and Rudolf Ser- 
kin have weathered another threat 
Henry L. Scott's keyboard-clown- 
ing, slated for a two-week run at 
the Mansfield, N. Y.. in a one-man 
show, leaves the longhair realm 
somewhat unrufftled 

Scott is an engaging. personable 
chap who has appeared in sundry 
New York spots as the defunct 
Rainbow Room, Town and Carne- 
gie Hall recitals. Prior to his Mans- 
field opening Monday (9), he felt 
that he had acqutred enough sta- 
ture and routines to regale a $4.80 
legit audience for 90 minutes. 
Scott miscalculated, but it’s. still 
evident that by telescoping his rou- 
tines he could again be a top enter- 
tainer in the boites and could re- 
turn to Carnegie Hall once annu- 
ally for a successful evening. 

Scott, like Victor Borge, who has 
also worked a solo set of ivories in 
cafes and longhair emporia, has a 
good assortment of piano-mischief. 


He plays with mittens, bats the 
keyboard with an orange = and 


grapefruit. burlesques piano styles, 
gives dissertations on various vir- 
tuosi and dance demonstrations. 
Some of his material holds up ex- 
tremely well, but others, partic- 
ularly his spoken jests, are familiar 
to most entertainment goers. 

He occasionally takes an excur- 
sion into straight work. He does 
Rachmaninoft’s “Policinelle,” Liszt’s 
“Second Hungarian 
and Chopin's “Minute Waltz.” which 
are no longer tests of pianistic 
wizardry, inasmuch as most key- 
boarders of high-school age have 
mastered these comps. He has a 
good sense of pacing and knows 
how to vary his turn. 

But with all of Scott’s virtues 
a two-week run in a leit house is 
an overestimation of his abilities. 

Jose. 
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Tribune was followed up by George 
Anderson and Donald Murray of 
St. Paul’s FCC office, who went 
to Morgan and tried to tune in sta- 
tion but found it had closed down 
for a summer recess. 

Operator, 18-year-old Eugene 
Schroeder, said a listener had ap- 
prise? him he might be broadcast- 
ing illegally. He promised in fu- 
ture to desist. Information was for- 
warded to FCC but no punitive ac- 
tion was expected. Murray said the 
station was a five-tube oscillator 
with power stepped up. It operat- 
ed on the same frequency as near- 
by Red Wing, Minn., station which, 
however, has a license. 

A few months ago the FCC 
stopped a couple of Minneapolis 
schoolboys from broadcasting rec- 
ord shows from their attic. 


Nitery’s Radio Gimmick 
Dallas. May 10. 

Carl Dolsen, owner and opera- 
tor of Showland nitery, is being 
heard daily in a program concern- 
ing his trials and tribulations as 
a local showman over KSKY. 

As a new feature of the pro- 
gram a wire recording is made 
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday at 
the cafe of interviews with pa- 
trons. There is also a quiz ses- 
sion with free dinners as loot for 
contest winners. 
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WEEK OF MAY Il 


whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates eireuit: (1) Independent; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll: (W) Warner: 


(L) Loew; (MD 
(WR) Walter Keade 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerais in connection with bills below indteate opening day of show 


Mose 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (tl) 12 

Glen Gray Ore 

Jackie Miles 

Lane Bros 

Gracie Barrie 
Music Hall (1) 12 

‘Iivrtle & Pacaud 

Alfredo Luizzi 

ean Gibbons 

Earl Lippy 

Rolly Rolls 

Evelyn Garay 

Ladd 

(‘orps de Ballet 

! kettes 

svn Or« 
Paramount (P) 11 

Victor Lombardi Bd 

Peter Lorre 

Pied Pipers 
Evans 

Frank Fontaine 

Roxy (1!) 13 

Dick Haymes 

Dick Buckley 

3 Rocketts 

Arnold Shoda 
Strand (W) 13 

red Lewis Rey 

Reed Sis 

Ceraldine 

Paul White 

Elroyv Peace 
AMSTERDAM 
Rialto (i) 12-14 

Freddys 

Pitcheons 


DuBois 


Chester Fredericks 

Co 
Don Zelaya 
Armand Guerra 
Seals 

19-21 

Birdland 
Dale Sis 

Al Norman 
Lou Mel Morgan 3 
(l to fill 


BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 12 
Dagmar, the Mystic 

State (1) 12-14 
Kim Yen Soo 
Martin & Florence 
Hal Sherman 
Atlas 3 

15-18 
3 Lindsley Bros 
Turner Twins 
Vernon & Ryan 
Jack & Sally Taylor 

BAYONNE 

Victory (1) 12-14 
Shirley LaValle 
Coeds 
Graziano Bros 
Van & Easton 
Kuda Bus 

CAMDEN 

Towers (1) 13-15 
The Latinos 
Joe Allen 
Munro & Adams 
Levan & Carr 
Mack, Russ & Owen 

CHESTER 
Stanley (W) 14 Only 
Duke Ellington Ore 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (P) 13 
Frances Langford 
Jon Hall 
Golden Gate 4 
Gil Lamb 
Szonvis 


Oriental (i) 12 
Dick Contino 
Richard Melari 
3 Pepperettes 
Harold Peck 
Tommy Check 
Mystery 4 
Meister & Kreig 
Glen Pigott 
Don Melllvanie 
Ben Avalone 

COLUMBUS 

Palace (R) 16-18 
Lionel Hampton Ore 


HOLYOKE 
Valley Arena (1) 15 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Lane & Crawford 
Armand Guerre 

Seals 
LaMarr & Poppy 

IAMESTOWN 
Palace (W) 16 Only 
Charlie Barnet Or« 

1\OHNSTOWN 
Majestic (W) 17 only 
Charlie Barnet Or« 

KINGSTON 
Broadway (WR 
Neal St; 
Dale Sis 
Ron ne & Babbette 
Rex Wehbe 
Jackie | 1 

LEXINGTON 

Ben Ali ‘t) 12-14 
Gold Tony 

Molina & Hollis 
Danny (1 
Tune Tattlers 
Pape & Renee 

LONG BRANCH 

Paramount (WR 

17 only 
3 Edwards 
Don Zelavi 
Armand Cuerre 
(2 to fill 

MIAMI 

Olympia (PF) VI 
Pickerts 
Paul Rich 
Fred Stewart 
McFarland & 
Jan “Murra, 

PERTH AMBOY 

Majestic (WR 

11 only 
Neal Stanle 
Dale Sis 
Romaine & Bubbette 
Rex Weber 
Jackie Brie ht 

PHILADELPHIA 

Carman (1) 12 
Ben Yost's Am 

bassadors 

PLAINFIELD 
Oxford (WR) 16 only 
} Edwards 
Don Zelaya 
Armand CGuerre 
(2 to fill 

ROCKFORD 

Palace (') 13-15 
‘Greet the Girls’ 

2 Sensationalists 
Jav Seiler 

Bredice & Olson 

3% Cveclonians 
Miriam Seabold 
SARATOGA SPR'‘GS 

Conaress (WR) 

18 only 
Neal Stanley 
Dale Sis 
Romaine & Babbette 
Rex Weber 
Jackie Brivht 

SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq. (1) 12-15 
Bobby Due & Babs 
Lew Fitvgibbons 
Tommy Hanlon Jr & 

Murphy 
Ray & lrene 
Davy Kari 
The Gravsons 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol (L) 12 
Martez & Lucia 
Chords 
Jackie Leonard 
Upstart: 

Howard (1) 13 
Louis Jordan & Bd 
Will Mastin 3 
Paula Watson 
Los Gatos 
Sammy Hinds & 

Eddy 

WATERBURY 

Poli (L) 11 only 
Woody Herman O 
EAST HAMPTON 

Granada (1) 9% 


13-14 


nler 


Vstal 


Brown 


Drake 


Kitty Murray . 
Curley Hammer — — 3 
CORTLAND Sip Taneure 
State (i) 13-14 Harry Nicol 
La Velles MONTREAL 
Pat Valley Gaiety (1) 15 
4 Spins Allen Reno 
3 Extremes Watts & Newman 
GENEVA Prof Fabian Co 
Geneva (I) 12-14 Kussell & Julia 
Arleyvs Risko & Nina 
Lane's Birds Nivelles 
Stanley Burns | Rixfords 
Sully & Thomas Sanger Ross & 
Don Henry 3 Andre 
BRITAIN 
ASTON 2 Playboys 
Hippodrome (i) 9% Slim KRhyder 
Bunty St. Clair EDINBURGH 


Tony Walsh 
Cycling Astons 
Jackley & Jee 
Peter Cavangh 
Dick Carlton 
Troise Mandoliers 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) #% 
Joe Loss Bd 
Hylda Baker 
Reco & May 
Terry Thomas 
Joe Ortnes & Sis 
MacDonald & 
Graham 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) #% 
Larry Adler 
Max Wall 
Tommy Jover & 
af 


a 
Pat & Julian 
Bill Waddington 
Zio Angels 
7 Volants 
Curzon 3 
BRISTOL 
Empire (1) % 
Jimmy Mack 
Francis Whitmer 
3 Loonies 
George Alex 
Peggy Ann Taylor 
Spangled Beauties 
Raymond Barry 
Terry’s Juveniles 
CHISWICK 
Empire ‘S) 9% 
Harry Lester Co 
Bijou & Carol 
B & M Konyot 
Chris Sands 
Peggy O'Farrell Co 
DERBY 
Grand ‘S) 9 
Monte Rey 
Robb Wilton 
Betty Jumel 
fohnson Clark 
Les Valettos 
i Chikolas 


Empire (M) ¢% 


| Jack Radcliffe 
| Ben Yost Co 


Mervyn Saunders 


' Jacqueline Dunbar 


Helen Norman 
Agnetie & Svyivio 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) % 
Chico Marx 
J Billings & Diana 
Dick Henderson Jr 
Bill Kerr 
Paul & Pauline 
David Poole 
Olsen & Sea Lion 
MacKenzie Reid & 
Dorothy 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) ¢ 
G H Elliott 
Gertie Gitana 
Ella Shields 
Lily Morris 
Randolph Sutton 
Talbot O'Farrell 
Danvers 
Struthard 
Sereno & Joy 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (I) 9 
Albert Grant 
Renee Beck 
Fred Hugh 
HACKNEY 
Empire (‘S) 9 
Anne Shelton 
Hal Monty 
Jane 
Les Dounos 
Musical Elliotts 
Henri Vadden Co 
Del Monico Dances 
LEEDS 
Empire (M) 9% 
Joe Stein 
Max Carole 
7 Asntons 
Kemble Bros 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) ? 


Jack 


Prima Scala Bd 

B Caryll& H Mundy 

Albert Whelan 

Jack Stanford 

Betty Keves’ Dogs 

Decamp & Dodge 

Bashtul Bove 
LINCOLN 
Royal (Il) ¢ 

Fnoch 

Biliv Thorburn 

loe Young Co 

Denis Emons 

| 


WienNae orb 
(,iris rrp 
LONDON 
Palladium (M) 9 
1); Kave 
Ted Ray 


Dancers 
Dunhills 
+} Chocolateers 
Bobbie Kimbe1 
Dorethy Grav Co 
Skyrockets Or 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (‘S) 9 
D & J O'Gorman 
Faxes 3 
Hol Norman & 
tadd 
Bervl Seton 
- Monarchs 
jan Mish & 
\ilan 


reomen 


Bor 
Slim 


Hielen Darmora 
Kirkwhite Dancers 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 9 

Francoise Flore 
Jackie Hunter 
Viarqueesz 
Raymond 
Helen ¢ 


Girerd 
rerar 
Vivian Et Tassi 
Trois De Mille 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 9 
Prof Jim Edwards 
Freddie | rinton 
lovee Golding 
St Cliar & Day 
Kenee Piat 
Naudy Hella 
Toros & Edward 
Reach 
Finlay Bros 
Heather Furnell 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (1) 9 


Sunrays 

Hal Blue 
Criag & Vovle 
Cyril Fletcher 


Norman Harper 

Rothwells 

speedy & Co 

SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire ‘(S) § 

G & B Bernard 

rank Evers & 
Dolores 


+ Jokers 


Robb Murrzv 


SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) ¢ 
Jose More t< 
Hackford & Doyle 
lulie Andrews 
red Andrews & 
Barbara 
lionel 
Buster 
M& H 
CGlenns 
Freda Wyn 
ik & M Harvey 


SWANSEA 

Empire (M) ¢ 
‘eun Adrienne 
Keidie Leslie 
Leon 


h Bae * 
Shaver Co 
Nesbitt 


torte, 

Wilson & Keppel A 
Betty 

(&s 

Veter 

ramy 


Davis 
Blais 
ara 


WOLVER 
HAMPTON 
Hippodrome (1) ¢ 
Lee Brookivn 
Frank Formby 
4 O'Keefe Sis 
& V Munroe 

Peggy Stone 
Mike Howe 


Haig 

4 Sandler Sis 

Freddie Harrison 

Norman Veicdows 
& E Marsh 

Sybil Dunn 

Pat Trevor 

& Merry Maids 





Cabaret Bills 


eee 


NEW YORK CITY 


Bagatelle 
Dorothy Ross 
Richard X. Carter 
Jack Corlies 

Blue Angei 
Bill Lawrence 
Wally Cox 
Ellis Larkin 3 
Rose Murphy } 

Bop City | 
Vachito | 
June Christy 
Kai Winding 


Cafe Society 
Golden Gate 4 j 
Ronnie Granam 
Juanita Hall 
Geo Shearing Ore 

China Dot | 
Kanazawa Troupe 
Jadine & Jackie 

Mei Ling 
Noro Morales Ore 
Jose Curbello Ore | 
Line (7) 
Florence Ahn 
Wong Sisters 

Copacabena 
Martin & Lewis 
Vaxgabonds 
Penny Carroll 
Cassidy 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 
Rainena Lang 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Jay Marshall 
Lucienne & Ashour 
dack Gansert 
Billy Banks 
Choral Sextet 
H #andler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 

El Chico 
fiesita Rios 
Damion & 

Chapuseaux 
Tina Ramirez 
Los Guaracheros 
Vizcaino Ore 

Havana-Maedrid 
Bob & Larry Leslie 
Raquel & Rolando 
Kenneth Buffet 
Mildred Ray Line 
Trini Reyes 
Sacasas Ore 
Pancho Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Fred Oliver. Ore 
William Adler Ore 
William Scotti 

Hotel Astor 
Carmen Cavallaro O 
Hotel Belmont-Piaza | 
Bette Black 
Noble & King 


_ Joan Fields 


Burns’ Birds 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Castellanos Ore 
Hotel Biitmore 
Phil Wayne Ore 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hote! Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Nat Brandwynne 
Ore 
Johnny Flannagan 
Mona McDonald 
Joan Walden 
Aileen Graff 
Elouise Christiana 
Barbara Frazier 
Bruce Mapes Jr 
Dick Price 
Tony Bavaar 
Michael Meehan 
Bill Knapp 
Hotel Pierre 
Eric Thorson 
Sujata & Asoka 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ralph Lane Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Hildegarde 
Salvatore Gioe Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 


(Continued on page 53) 


‘ 


| Penny 


| Angie Bond 
|} Art Waner 


Payson Re Ore 
Nycola Matthey Or 
Hotel Roosevein 
Lawrence Welk Or 
Hotel St Regis 


| Julie Wilson 


Laszlo & Pepite 
M Shaw Ore 
Hotel Statier 
Eddy Howard Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 


Frances Faye 


a Lester 
Ldwards & Dia 
Phyllis Claire - 
Caldwell 
Don Saxon 

Art Waner O 

B Harlow Ore 

_ Le Coq Rouge 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Oscar Calvet Ore 
Jack Towne Ore 
Le Ruban Biew 
Bibi O-terwdTa 

3 Riffs 


Kirkwood & 
Goodman 
Kilty Crawford 
Norman Paris 8 
Julius Monk 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Marion Powers 
Tahia 


| Gray & Hess 


Frances White 
Trio 
Ore 
Danny Sullivan 
Shepard Line 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Fletcher & Sheidy 
Hildegarde 
Halliday 
Bob Downey 
Hazel Webster 


| Harold Fonyiile 
| 


Old Knick 


| Jerry Bergen 


Bobbie Martin 
Evelyn Ward 
Walter Klavum 
Nancy Hanks 
Clara Cedrone 
Old Roumanten 
Sadie Banks 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Carmen Montoya 
Mickey Freemaa 
Joanne Florio 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Penthouse 
Gigi Durston 
Mervyn Vvye 


, Kurt Maier 


Riviera 
Danny Thomas 
Vie Damone 
Judd Lynne 
Jeft Clay 
Walter Nye Ore 
Lecuona Boys Ore 

Savannah 
Billy Daniels 
Teddy Hales 
DePaur & Toulag 
Manhattan Paui 
Ida James 
Ruth Mason 
Pauline Bryant 
Shotsie Davis 
Rosetta Davis 
Estrelita 
Lucille Dixon Ore 

Versailles 
Nancy Donovan 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 

Village Barn 
Red Ingle Ore 
Karen Tedder 
Masked Marvel 
Nvstrom 3 
Piute Pete 
Allen & Noble 
Village Vanguard 


é 
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Legit-Aid Program 
Efforts to Get 


Efforts to the+ 
theatre will probably be centered 
Albany 
plans. Moves to obtain a rider on 
tlie administration’s bill for a 
$300.000.000 national education 
program have been dropped. Idea 


set a subsidy for 


on according to present 


is that there’s a better chance ot 
getting some _ sort ol legislative 
helo for legit from New York state 
possibly during the next fall and 
wintel 

Steering committee of various 


the formed to 


program adopted bys 


branches of theatre 


cart out the 
the state-of-the-theatre conierence 
last March at the Astor hotel, N.Y.. 


recently decided to drop its move 


to get the rider on the Federal edu 
cation bill. Sen. Elbert D. Thomas, 
sponsor of the measure, informed 


committee representatives that he 
opposed such a rider, which would 


have authorized the appropriation 
of an additional $1,000,000 tor 
legit. 


The Thomas bill was passed last 
week by the Senate, but is expect 
ed to meet stiffer opposition when 
it comes up soon in the House. As 
Thomas explained to the legit 
spokesmen, a theatre rider might 
seriously imperil the bill’s chance 
of passage and, in any case, would 
its purpose. He promised 
to sponsor or support legislation 
in behalf of a subsidized national 
theatre at some later date. 

Although steering committee 
members have not gone into detail. 
they are understood to have re- 
ceived at least tentative encourage 
ment from Albany officials on the 
idea of state aid for the theatre 
in New York. Idea is that as much 
as $250,000 might be available for 
such a purpose at the start. with 
the possibility of permanent finan- 
cial support for a state-wide legit 
program. 

Costs Formula 

On a more immediate front. the 
committee has been wrestling with 
the proposal, advanced during the 
Astor conterence, that a formula 
be worked out for cutting costs 
quickly and thus making possible 
continued runs of shows about to 
close. All elements of the theatre, 
including the unions involved, have 
reportedly approved the idea of 
such a setup and are making stren- 
uous efforts to agree on a general 
procedure. 

When a setup is evolved, 
be submitted to the governing 
boards of the organizations in- 
volved. If approved, it will then 
be ready for use. Idea is that, 

when business for a show tapers 
off so that operation on the origi- 
nal scale is no longer possible. a 
new formula could immediately be- 
come effective, applicable to the 
management and all unions, guilds, 
etc., without special authorization 
of any of the groups concerned. 

Question of amendment of the 
New York City building code re- 
lating to the theatres has been re- 
ferred to a sub-committee headed 
by Howard Cullman, theatreowner 


contuse 


it will 


and investor who, as chairman of 
the Port Authority of N. Y.. is in 
si{rategic position to bring about 
the desired modifications. Cull 


man h-s had several meetings with 
Hugh Quinn. chairman of the 
building committee of the City 
Council, and various designers, en- 
gineers. builders, theatreowners 
and others with special knowledge 
of the subject have participated in 
the talks and offered suggestions. 
Quinn is reportedly sympathetic 
to the need for revision of the law 





Honor Cal. Playwrights 
At Pasadena: Festival 


May 10. 

Eight plays by California writers 
will be presented by the Pasadena 
Plavhouse this summer in the 15th 
annual Mid summer Drama Festi- 
val which will spotlight the Cali- 
fornia Centennial Celebration for 
the second conseculive year. Where 
possible, Plavhouse selected seripts 
that have California locales as well 
as authorship. 

DeWitt Bodeen’s “Bright Cham- 
pine” tees the series on June 28 
to be followed by “The Dove.” by 
Willard Mark; “Distant Drums,” by 
Dan Totheroh; “Bird of Paradise. 
by Richard Walton Tully; “Light- 
nin’,”” by Frank Bacon; “Shucks.” 
by Martin Flavin; “Strange Bed- 
fellows,” by Florence Ryerson and 
Colin Clements; and “Dont Go 
Away Mad,” by William Saroyan. 


Pasadena, 


to Focus On 


N.Y. State Subsidy 


Jarvis Pitt Director | 


Pittsburgh, May 10. 
Robert Jarvis has been engaged 
summer 





to direct books of nine 
operettas to be presented this sea- 
Stadium He replaces 
H. Gordon. who held down 
last year. Helen Michel 
and Furth Ullman are both return- 
ing in charge of costumes and set- 


son at Pitt 
Robert 


that post 


respectively 
staff 
William 


tings 
under Man- 
Wvmetal, 
Sam Handelsman, busi- 
manager: Karl Kritz, musical 
Anthony Nelle and 
dance directors; J. 
choral director and 
and Howard 


Remainder of 
aging Directo! 
includes 
ness 
conductor: 
Maurice Kelly, 
Albert Hurley, 
associate conductor, 
Newman, publicity. 


First Piano Quartet 


In Management Tiff 
With Fadiman Office 


A court 
First 


battle over management 
Quartet 


Associates 


of the iano looms 


between Fadiman 
the musicians 
notified the 
uarv that it 


and 
themselves. Quartet 
Fadiman office in Jan- 
was terminating its 
managerial contract and has been 
booking its own dates since. The 
quartet, comprising Adam Garner, 
Viadimir Padwa, Edward Edson 
and Frank Mittler, claims it was 
charged “excessive” management 
fees, stating that costs of bookings 
often exceeded their salary. 
Center of the legal tiff is ex- 
pected to focus around ownership 
of the act, its name, and title to 
arrangements and music. Edwin 
Fadiman, prez of Associates, points 
out that the group last year earned 
among them $85.000, and garnered 
$35.000 for the first two months of 


the current annum. He declared 
that anv unilateral notification by 
the quartet severing managerial 


relations was 
owns the combo. 

Setup between the Fadiman of- 
fice and the 88ers focuses around 
three contracts. There is a con- 
tract between Fadiman and Garner 
on the ownership of the group; an- 
other, an employment contract was 
set up between the Fadiman Asso- 
ciates and Garner, Mittler and Ed- 
son; and an exclusive management 
contract is held by Edwin Fadiman. 
All contracts are renewable for a 
two-year term when the quartet's 
earnings reach a_ pre-stipulated 
figure. 

The First Piano Quartet was one 
of the first outfits of its kind to 
achieve the tall coin after making 
a radio reputation. Other concert 


illegal since FA 


agencies soon set up similar out- 
fits, but according to current. in- 
dications the cream of the pi:no 
quartet market has been skimmed 
‘nd future bookings indicate that 
fees will not be as high as thev 
were in former vears. Quartet will 
give its first N. Y. concert Satur- 


day (14) in Carnegie Hall. 


SEASON SHORTEST IN 
YEARS FOR PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, May 10. 

Legit season this year at Nixon 
has been shortest in long time. 
Joe E. Brown’s return engagement 
in “Ilarvev” week before last shut- 
tered house after only 28 weeks. 
Nixon ovened in September with 
“Streetcar Named Desire.”’ but had 


seven dark weeks scattered be- 
tween then and the’ windup. 
“Brigadoon” knocked down the 


high tor a musical and “Streetcar” 
for a straight play, with the Kay 
Francis play. “Favorite Stranger,” 
achieving the dubious distinction 
of getting the low for the year. 
Theatre Guild-ATS subscription 
season finished one play short of 


promised five. There had been 
talk that Edward Everett Horton 
might come here in “Present 
Lauguter” to fill the commitment 


but that’s apparently out now, and 
Guild will either have to refund 
or add a show in 1949-50. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Miss Liberty’—Robert Sher- 
wood-Irving Berlin-Moss Hart. 


Success at Last 

Underneath that bristling 
mustache and the waiter’s 
apron Gilbert Miller wore tor 
his “comeback” performance 
in the “Oscar Wilde” excerpt 
in the “ANTA Album” last 
winter, there trembled the 
nervous soul of a “promising 
young actor.” Recognition of 
that budding talent finally 
came to the producer this 
week in VaRIETY’s pol! of the 
opinion ot the New York 
drama critics of the “best” 
performances of the Broadway 
season 


Miller was cited as “most 
promising young actor” by no 
less than Brooks Atkinson, of 
the N. Y. Times, a prom- 


ising young critic himself. 


67 Strawhats 
In New England 


Boston, May 10. 
New England Council reveals an 
all-time high of 67 summer thea- 





tres in the six-state area. 

First to tee off is the Worcester 
Drama Festival in that city, May 
27-Sept. 9. Massachusetts leads 
with 20 strawhatters, Connecticut 
follows with 14 and New Hamp- 
shire, 10. Plenty of newcomers on 
the list. 


Olney Sets Haif of Season 
Olney, Md., May 10. 
The Olney theatre has set half 
of its 16-week strawhat season. 
“Private Lives,” with Tallulah 
Bankhead, has been booked for the 


first two weeks, starting May 31. 
Other bills set (all one-week) are 
Frances Starr in “The Corn Is 


Green,” June 14; Viola Roache and 
Leon Janney in “Night Must Fall,” 


June 21; Sylvia Sidney in “‘Pyg- 
malion,” July 5; Kay Francis in 
“Let Us Be Gay,” July 26, and 
Basil Rathbone in “The Heiress,” 
Aug. 9. 

Dean Harens and Mary Mac- 
Arthur have been signed for the 
resident company. Miss MacAr- 


thur will leave late in July to join 
her mother, Helen Haves, for barn 
appearances in “Good Housekeep- 


ing.” Play is scheduled for Ol- 
ney week of Sept. 13. The theatre 
staff includes director Harry El- 
lerbe, designer S. Syrijala, stage 
manager Jess Kimmel, publicist 
Martin Schwartz and exec secre- 
tary Helen Richardson. Richard 


Skinner and Evelyn Freyman are 
producing, with Skinner as gen- 
eral manager. 


N. Y. Philharmonic Sets 
List for 108th Season; 


Special Programs Due 
Dimitri Mitropoulos will present 
Richard Straus’ opera, “Elektra,” 
in concert form and Leopold Sto- 
kowski will offer Gustav Mahler's 
“Symphony of a Thousand” (No. 8) 
as special works in the New York 
Philharmonie’s 108th season next 
year. Stowkowski and Mitropou- 
lous will conduct 10 weeks each of 
the 28-week season. Guest con- 
ductors will be Bruno Walter, Vic- 
tov De Sabata and Leonard Bern- 
stein. 





Soloists will include pianists Jac- 
ques Abram, Robert Casadesus, 
Myra Hess, Eugene Istomin, Wil- 
diam Kapell, Oscar Levant, Nikita 
Magaloff, Leonard Pennario, Ar- 
tur Rubenstein and Rudolf Serkin; 
violinists Zino Francescatti, Szy- 
mon Goldberg, Jascha  Heiftz, 
Isaac Stern, Nathan Milstein, Jos- 
eph Szigeti and the Philharmonic 


concertmaster, John Corigliano; 
harpsichordist Wanda Landowska: 


cellists Pierre Fournier and Leon- 
ard Rose. 


2 St. Loo Newcomers 

St. Louis, May 10. 
Two warblers new here are sked- 
ded for personals during the forth- 
coming season of the Municipal 
Theatre Assn., which tees off its 
1949 season in the al fresco play- 
house in Forest Park June 9. They 
are Donald Clarke. tenor, who will 
appear in “Firefly” and “The 
Chocolate Soldier.” and Hayes Gor- 


don, baritone, who will do “Ro- 
berta.” 
Returners from other seasons 


are Edward Roeker, Robert Shafer, 
Dick Smart, Mack Harrell, Walter 
Cassel and John Tyers. Sigmund 
Romberg’s “New Moon” will be the 
| opener. 


——i 


Drama Critics’ Selections 


Tabulation of choices of the 
N. Y. drama critics for the various 
“bests” of the 1948-49 season: 
Best Performance by a Starred or 
Featured Actor in a Straight Play 


Lee J. Cobb (“Salesman"™)...... 4 
Jose Ferrer (‘‘Whistle’’)........ 3 
Rex Harrison (“Anne’’)........-. 2 
Robert Morley (“Edward”) 1 


Best Performance by a Starred or 
Featured Actress in a Straight 
Play 
Martita Hunt (‘“Madwoman’”) 5 
Mildred Dunnock (‘Salesman’). 3 
Peggy Ashcroft (“Edward”) ] 
Joyce Redman (‘Anne’) ] 
Best Male Performance in a 


Musical 
Ezio Pinza (‘Pacific’) ga < ee 
Alfred Drake (‘Kate’) 31» 
Ray Bolger (“Charley”) 2 
Best Femme Performance in a 
Musical 
Mary Martin (‘Pacific’) 10 


Best Performance by an Actor in 

a Supporting Part in a Straight 
Play or Musical 

Joseph Wiseman (“Detective 
Story”) 

Robert Emhardt (“Mother”) 

Arthur J. Kennedy (“Salesman”) 

J. Edward Bromberg (‘Knife’) 


moe DIN NW 


Tod Andrews (“Smoke”) 
James Westerfield (‘“Detective” 
and “Madwoman’”’) 1 


Best Performance by an Actress in 
a Supporting Part in a Straight 
Play or Musical 
Mildred Dunnock (‘Salesman’). 3 
Carol Channing (“Ear”) 2 
Margaret Phillips (‘Smoke”) ] 
Mildred Smith (‘Heart’)....... 1 
Juanita Hall (‘Pacific’) 1 
Leueen MacGrath (‘Edward’) ] 
Pegey Ashcroft (‘Edward’) ] 


Most Promising Young Actor 
Ray Walston (“Smoke’’) 3 
Cameron Mitchell (“Salesman”) 9 
Warren Stevens’ ‘("Detective.” 

“Smilé of World,” “Sundown”) 


Roval Dano ‘Mrs. Gibbons’) : 
Arthur J. Kennedy (“Salesman”) 1 
Gilbert Miller (“ANTA Album”) 1 
Most Promising Young Actress 
Julie Harris (“Sundown,” “Young 
and Fair,” ‘‘Magnolia’”’) 9 
Doe Avedon (‘Young and Fair.” 
*““Aquilon”’) 2 
Carol Channing (‘Ear’) 9 
Hildy Parks (‘‘Magnolia’’) 1 
Leora Dana (**Madwoman” l 
Best Director 
Elia Kazan (“Salesman”) 514 
Joshua Logan (‘Pacific’’) 4 
Sidney Kingsley ‘“Detective”) ] 
Best Choreographer or Dance 
Director 
Hanya Hoim (‘Kate’) 6 
Gower Champion (‘Ear’’) 2 


Best Scene Designer 
Jo Mielziner (“Smoke,” “Sales- 
man’’) i 
Christian Berard (‘Madwoman”) 3 
Best Composer 
Richard Rodgers (‘Pacific’) 5 
Cole Porter (“Kate”) 5 
Best Lyricist 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d ("'Pacific’’) 
Cole Porter (“Kate”) 
Best Librettists 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d-Joshua 
Logan (‘‘Pacific’’) 10 
Most Promising New Playwright 
McEnroe 


_ a 


Robert FE (‘Whistle’) 5 
Herman Wouk (Traitor’’) 2 
Fay Kanin (“Fancy”) l 
Most Promising New Director 
Paul Crabtree (‘Whistle’) l 
Sam Wanamaker (‘Fancy’) l 
James Nelson (“Happiest”) l 














Bolger, with two for his perform- 
ance in ‘‘Where’s Charley?” 
Close Race 


little margin in the 
selections for best performances 
in supporting roles, and most 
promising young actor and actress. 
Choice of best supporting perform- 
ance by an actor ended in a triple 
tie between Joseph Wiseman (‘‘De- 
tective Story”), Robert Emhardt 
(“Life with Mother”) and Arthur 
J. Kennedy (“Salesman”), the lat- 
ter also getting one vote as most 
promising young actor of the sea- 
son. Receiving one vote each for 
supporting portrayals were J. Ed- 
ward Bromberg (“Big Knife”), 
Tod Andrews (“Summer and 
Sinoke”) and James Westerfield 
(““Madwoman” and “Detective 
Story”). 

Runners-up to Miss Dunnock as 
giving the best supporting per- 
formance by an actress were Carol 
Channing (“Lend an Ear”) with 
two votes, and one each for Mar- 


There was 


garet Phillips (‘Summer and 
Smoke”), Mildred Smith (‘‘For- 
ward the Heart”), Juanita Hall 
(“South Pacific’), Leueen Mac- 
Grath (“Edward”) and Miss Ash- 
croft (“Edward”). 


Critics made a three-vote choice 
of Ray Walston (‘Summer and 
Smoke") as most promising young 
actor, with two for Cameron Mit- 
chell (“Salesman”) and one each 
to Warren Sievens’ (“Detective 
Story.” “Smile of the World” and 
“Sundewn Beach”), Royal Dano 
(Mrs. Gibbons’ Boys”), Kennedy 
(“Salesman”) and Gilbert Miller 
(“Osear Wilde” scene from the 
“ANTA Album”). 

Most promising young actress 
was a three-way tie between Julie 
Harrris (“Sundown Beach,” 
“Young and Fair” and “Magnolia 
Alley”), Doe Avedon (“Young and 
Fair’ and ‘My Name Is Aquilon’’) 


and Miss Channing (“Lend an 

Ear’). One vote each went to 

Hildy Parks (“Magnolia Alley”? 

and Leora Dana (‘‘Madwoman”’). 
Kazan a 3-Time Winner 

Elia Kazan became a three-time 


winner as best director of the sea- 
son, getting six and a half votes 
for his staging of “Salesman,” as 
against Joshua Logan’s two and a 
half for “South Pacific” and Kings- 
ley’s one for “Detective Story” 
‘also authored by him). Kazan 
previously won on “Skin of Our 
Teeth” and “All My Sons.” His 
job on “Streetcar Named Desire” 
was nosed out last season by Lo- 
gan’s “Mister Roberts.” 

Hanya Holm was the choice for 
best choreographer of the season 
for her dances for “Kiss Me. 
Kate.”” Gower Champion also got 
two votes for his terp staging in 
“Lend an Ear.” Jo Mielziner re- 
peated his last season's win as top 

iscene designer, getting seven tal- 


Hunt, Cobh ‘Best’ 


—_———-_ (‘ontinued from page | ae 








lies for his settings for “Summer 
and Smoke” and “Salesman,” but 
no mentions for those for “Anne” 


and “South Pacific.”” Christian 
Berard, the late French designer, 
got three votes for his ‘‘“Madwom- 


an” designs. 
Words and Musikers 

Best composer honors were split 
between Richard Rodgers (‘South 
Pacific”) and Cole Porter 
(‘Kate’), with five votes each. 
Porter also ran a near second to 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d. (“South 
Pacific’) for the _ best Ivries, 
while Hammerstein and Logan 
shared the unanimous critical nod 


for the top libretto (“South Pa- 
cific”’). 
Choice of most promising new 


playwright went to Robert FE. Me- 
Enroe . (“Silver Whistle’), with 
five votes, with Herman Wouk 
(“The Traitor’) getting two, and 
Fay Kanin (Goodbye, My Fancy”) 


one. Only three ballots were cast 
for most promising new di- 
rector, one each going to Paul 
Crabtree (‘Whistle’), Sam Wan- 


amaker (“Fancy”) and James Nel- 
son (“Happiest Years”). 

Not all the critics voted ir all 
categories, as some apparently felt 
there were no outstanding choices 
in certain fields. Also. some critics 
were unable to decide between two 
choices in some classifications, so 
split their tallies. Those queried 
included Brooks Atkinson (Times), 
Howard Barnes (Herald Tribune), 
John Chapman (News), Robert 
Coleman (Mirror), Robert Gar- 
land (Journal-American), Wolcott 
Gibbs (New Yorker), William 


Hawkins (World-Telegram), Louis 


Kronenberger (Time), Ward More- 
house (Sun), Richard Watts, Jr. 
(Post). 





W ymetal to Direct 
Operas in Stockholm 


Pittsburgh, May 10. _ 
William’ Wymetal, managing di- 
rector of Civic Light Opera Co. 
since 1947, has contracted to di- 
rect the winter season of the 
Royal Opera, Stockholm. He'll fly 
there in mid-August, at end of lo- 
cal al fresco series at Pitt Stadium, 
to begin rehearsals for a new pro- 
duction of “Carmen,” which opens 
Sept. 22 at Stockholm’s Kung] the- 
atre. 


Other operas in_ his Swedish 
repertory will be “Aida,” “Rosen 
kavalier.” “The Ring” and, as 


Wymetal's final chore before nl 
turning to the U. S. in December, 
a revival of “The Merry Widow 


Frank Abbate, Lewis T. Fisher 
and John J. Lee, director of ihe 
Lake Shore Playhouse strawhatter. 
Buffalo. are currently in New 
York lining up cast and plays for 
summer season opening June 21. 
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See Record Number of Preems 
For Strawhat Circuit This Season 
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2ecord number of new plays will 
probably be given strawhat try- 
outs this summer. Economic fac- 
tors. rather than a wealth of likels 
scripts, are figured responsible. In 
other words. the click of Robert E 
McEnroe’s “Silver Whistle” and the 
Tallulah Bankhead revival of “Pri- 
vate Lives” has hopped up mana- 
gers to try to unearth other box- 
office bullseves via low-budget 
cowbarn break-ins 

Although most silo schedules are 
not vet fixed, virtually al! leading 
sttawhat operators are looking 
for promising new plays. In near; 
all instances, the producers are 
primarily concerned with the ulti- 
mate Broadway possibilities of the 
plays, figuring to have an option 
for the latter presentation in Case 
the svivan showcasting is impres- 
sive. 

Willingness of back - country 
managers to book tryouts depends 
largely on two factors. One is the 
location and type of audience of 
the particular strawhat. The other 
is whether the individual 
heatre operator is interested in 
producing on Broadway. Thus, the 
Country playhouse, run by the 
Lawrence Langners (Armina Mar- 
shall) and John C. Wilson at West- 


port, Conn., will probably have six 
break-ins during its 12-week sea- 
gon, 


[xxplanation is simple. Not only 
ave the Langners and Wilson ac- 
tive on Broadway, the former via 
the Theatre Guild and the latter 
individually and sometimes in part- 
nership with the Guild, but West- 
port is a natural tryout spol. For 
one thing, it is relatively near New 
York, so local residents tend to 
have already seen Broadway suc- 
“esses and are therefore not so in- 
terested in outpost reproductions. 
Second, Westport has a large show 
business and artistic population, 
particularly during the summer, so 
it is more theatre-conscious than 
remote towns and more inclined to 
patronize new plays. 

Aldrich’s One Tryout 

On the other hand, Richard Ald- 
rich, an active Broadway producer, 
rarely presents more than one try- 
out per season at his Cape play- 
house, Dennis, Mass., and will have 
a similar policy at his second spot 
the Falmouth playhouse, at nearby 
Coonamesset, opening this summer. 

teason is that the residents of both 
Cape Cod towns have generally not 
seen the Broadway hits, so they are 
drawn to familiar play titles with 
guest stars. Theron Bamberger. 
also a Broadway producer, has a 
somewhat similar situation at his 
Bucks County playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa. Managers of faraway 
spots, without New York producing 
facilities, generally find tryouts b.o. 
poison. 

Interest in farmyard tryouts is 
hvpoed this season because of the 
inflated costs of production on 
Broadway. For example, while 1 
generally cost upwards of $50,000 
to do a one-set play on Broadway 
this season, the Wilson did the 
Bankhead revival of ‘Private 
Lives” at Westport for $23,000 and, 
after touring it extensively on the 
citronella circuit, brought it to 
New York with the investment al- 
ready repaid several times over. 
Similarly, the Guild tested “Whis- 
t' ” at Westport last summer and. 
even after losses during a pre- 
Boadway tour, had spent only 
around $30,000 when the show pre- 
miered on Broadway. 

With those figures = swirling 
around under their hats, most hay- 
mow impresarios are busily skitn- 
ming scripts, looking fgr that po- 
tential bonanza. It should be a 
one-set comedy, with a small cast, 
preferably not requiring a star, 
without a “message,” and having a 
fiim angle. If it’s literate and might 
amuse a mosquito-swatting audi- 

ence, that’s good, too. 





Jed Harris Drops Plan 
For Rathbone-‘Everard’ 


Jed Harris has dropped plans 40 


giar Basil Rathbone in “Everard” 
next fall on Broadway atter a 
etrawhat tryout tour. Actor turned 
@ oo the part after reading the 
ervipt. He is scheduled for a nuim- 
ber of gueststar appearances this 


summer in “The Heiress.” 
“Everard” is a dramatization by 
Lenore Coffee and William Joyce 
Cowan of a novel by Elizabeth 
Russell. Play is described as a 
psychological thriller, but Uarris 
visualizes it as a light comedy. 


resort . 


Jack Kilty as Curly 
In London ‘Okla!’ 

Jack Kilty takes over the role 
of Curly, male lead, in the Lon- 
don edition of “Oklahoma!” at the 
start of the new season, June 1. 
He succeeds Chris Robinson, who 
is returning to the U. S. Kilty sails 
Saturday (14) on the America. He 
had formerly played Curly in N.Y. 
the road 

Jerry Whyte, musical production 
manager for the Theatre Guild, 
also sails this week for a periodic 
checkup of the London company. 
He’s due back in about two 
nonths. 


and on 





Yale Studes Put Up 436 
For Own Show When Sked 
Precludes College Date 


New Haven, May 10. 


} 
| 
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Anthony B. Farrell, 
patron of musical shows, may not 
know it, but he has a couple of 


understudies here at Yale. 

Traditional practice of Yale 
Dramatic Assn. (not to be confused 
with the Yale Drama Dept.) is to 
present a specific number of pro- 
ductions during the Sept.-June 
term. Also traditional is a system 
of s®lecting an original! musical via 
competition — basis. When _ this 
year's quota was filled, leaving on 
the outside certain competitors 
who fell they should be on the in- 
side, group decided to whip up 
their own production and offer it 
over the social-event Derby Day 
weekend as a sort of revolt 
against Dramatic Assn. procedures. 

Denied the use of the name of 
Yale, the University bulletin 
boards, or the campus grounds, 
undergrads William Backer (music 
and lyrics) and Gordon Wholey 
(book) personally underwrote their 
own musical, “Moonshine,” to the 
tune of approximately $4,500. They 
hired an outside auditorium, Nick 
Mayo was brought in from New 
York to stage the opus, and June 
Brady and Beberly Fite were im- 
|; ported from Broadway as femme 
leads. Production unearthed con- 
| siderable collegiate talent. 

Impresarios didn’t get their jack 
‘back, but attendance was encour- 
aging enough to prompt planning 
a similar venture for next year. 


VALLEY PLAYERS’ 8TH 
SEASON; OTHER LOFTS 


Holyoke, Mass., May 10. 

The Valley Players, Equity group 
under the management of Jean 
Guild, Carlton Guild, Louie Mudg- 
ett. Joseph Foley and Dorothy M. 
Crane, will begin their eighth sea- 
son at the Mountain Park Casino 
here June 20. Among the plays 
scheduled tor the 12-week season 
are “Jenny Kissed Me,” “George 
Washington Slept Here,” and “An 
Inspector Calls.” 

Actors returning for the summer 
include Edward Fuller, Ruth Elliot, 
Miriam Stovall, Anne Pitoniak, 
Florence Sundstrom and Betty Lou 
Keim. Donald M. Hermes returns 
for the fourth year as scenic de- 
signer, and William Dodds and Ed- 
ward C. Purrington have been re- 
engaged as stage managers. 


(5-7) 








Lenawee Players Cancel 

The Lenawee’ Players, which 
presented a successtul season of 
plays in Adrian, Mich., last sum- 
mer, using a converted barn near 
there, has cancelled its 1949 sea- 
son, aS a result of refusal of the 
Advian Board of Education to al- 
low use of a grade school audi- 
tovium for productions. 

Group was composed of eastern 
college students. 

Havloft Gleamings 

Tryout of Robert Finch’s “Tina” 
will be done at the State Univ. 
(Bowling Green, Ohio) summer the- 
atre July 6 Theatre, Inc.’s, and 
Elliott Nugent s forthcoming pro- 
duction of the Max Wylie-John C. 
Gibbs comedy, “The Fundamental 
George.” is scheduied for a sum- 
ner tryout at either Falmouth or 
Dennis. Mass.. with Nugent pro- 
ducing and acting in the play. 
Comedy may also be dene at Den- 
vet's Elitech’s Gardens. If so it 
Will mark first time in strawhat’s 
oY-vear history that a= play has 
been tried out there 


| delivery or payment 
| in connection with the business be- 


' 


Swiss Family Davis 


Virginia Davis, Meyer Davis’ | 
daughter, has received a bid to do 
a concert tour of Germany this 


summer, entertaining refugees, Her 


brother Emery has sailed’ for 
France where he'll visit their other 
brother, Garry, and try to find 
work clarineting in Paris. 

Miss Davis is giving a recital for 
the New Jersey Federation § of 
Women’s Clubs convention in At- 
lantic City today (11). 
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pay to any officer or employee of 
any theatre or place of amusement 
or entertainment or other place 
where public exhibitions, games. 
contests or pertormances are held, 
or to any producer or manager or 
employee of any theatrical com- 
pany, any commission, gratuity or 
bonus in connection with the sale, 
of tickets or 


ing done by such licensee in tick- 
ets of admission to such places.” 
Section 169-i of the law lists 
the violation as a misdemeanor 
punishable by fine of not more 
than $250 or one year imprison- 


wealthy ‘ ment, or both. Another part of the 


law which Murtagh is understood 
to be planning to use is Section 
169-g, stating, “Every licensee shall 
at all times keep full and accurate 
sets of records showing the prices 
at which all tickets have been 
bought and sold by such licensees 
and the names and addresses of 
the person, firm or corporation 
from whom they were bought.” 
By working with the U. S. Inter- 


,/nal Revenue Department, the com- 


missioner is said to be hoping to 
trace the payments of “ice” by 
brokers to boxoffice men, and the 
latters’ sharing arrangements with 
assistants, house managers, com- 
pany managers, producers and the- 
atreowners. Most b.o. men and 
others receiving “ice” are believed 
to report and pay taxes on such 
gratuities. 
‘Ice’ Acceptance Legal? 

It is apparently not illegal to ac- 
cept “ice’’—as distinct from paying 
it— and the Revenue Department 
reportedly has no objection to the 
| practice so long as the recipients 
| declare it and pay the proper tax 
|}on it. However, the Government’s 
_tax sleuths are understood to be 
investigating possible laxity in 
such declarations and payments, so 
there may be chance of coopera- 
|tion between these Federal men 
and Murtagh. 


Even if he gets help from the 


| Revenue operatives, however, Mur- , 


tagh apparently faces a difficult 
| assignment in trying to track down 
‘the widespread ticket-scalping set- 
up on Broadway. It’s believed that 
much of the bootlegging is being 
done by smaller agencies, some of 
which are unlicensed and have no 
regular offices. Also, according to 
insiders, a share of the income 
trom the illegal sales in some cases 
goes all the way to the top of 
producers’ and theatre operators’ 
oftices. 

General opinion in the trade ap- 
pears to be that no real solution 
to the scalping situation is pos- 
sible, although it’s agreed that 
present conditions have become 
virtually chaotic and should be 
improved. According to some close 

‘observers it is now virtually im- 
possible for an agency to observe 
the various regulations and laws 
and still make a profit. So many 
of the brokers don’t even try to 
operate legitimately, but merely 
take care not to be caught violat- 
ing the law or the League of N. Y. 
Theatres ticket code. 

One of the basic difficulties. it’s 
argued, is that there are too many 
agencies Number of tickets avail- 
able for hit shows is insufficient 
to provide operating income for all 
the agencies, it’s claimed. so bro- 
kers have to get more than the 
legal fee (75c., plus tax, per ticket 
on downstairs seats) in order to 
make a living. Since any attempt 
to limit the number of agencies 
(by withholding licenses or some 
other means) would presumably 
constitute restraint of trade, ap- 
parently nothing can be done in 
that regard. 

Almost unanimous attitude in 
Broadway circles is that as long as 
people are willing to spend extra 
money to get scarce tickets there 
will be people willing to run the 
risks involved in supplving the de- 
mand. According to that line of rea 
soning, the public is fundamental 
ly responsible for the situation. 


Inside Stuf—Legit 


With the exit of Samuel J. Friedman as “publicity director” of “At 


War With the Army,” Saul Richman is also dropped as special 
' ploitation man and Maxine Keith as radio representative for the show 
Richman was brought in by both Michel F 


ex-~ 


Mok, regular press agent for 


the show, and Friedman, each having contacted him independent}, the 


same day. 
tee. 
Broadway attention to “Army. 


Whole situation involving Friedman, Mok and the “Army” 
Mok had a run-of-the-play contract for the 


ment has been complex. 


However, he was paid by Friedman out of the latter's own 
Richman and Friedman arranged the various stunts that drew 


manage. 


production and handled it during rehearsal, the six-week tryout tour 


and through the opening at the Booth, N. Y. 


When no followup pub- 


licity appeared in the Sunday papers following the preem (five days 
later), the producers phoned Mok at home and gave him notice, having 


already engaged Friedman. 


The Assn. of Theatrical Press Agents & 


Managers refused to permit breach of Mok’s contract and also ruled 
that the management could not fire Mok’s associate, Helen Hoerle. So 


until last week, 
ploitation for the comedy, which 
gross 


there were five people working on publicity 


and ex- 


was averaging only about $10,009 


Meanwhile, Mok has been p.a. for “South Pacific,” the biggest hit in 


Broadway history. 


He also continues with “Army.” 


Los Angeles Civic Light Opera Assn. teed its season Monday (9) with 
“The Great Walfz,”’ but only a mild profit is in sight despite the promise 


of a record-breaking gross. 


Advance subscription sale accounted for 


almost $500,000 before the season started, and a total gross of $700,000 


isn’t unlikely, 


But costs this vear 


are considerably higher. “Waltz.” 


for example, was built at a cost of better than $150,000, more than 
“Song ot Norway,” for showing only at the L.A. and Frisco Civic sea- 


sons 


Additionally, Civic had to guarantee heavy coin in order to bring 


in “Brigadoon” and “High Button Shoes” and is guaranteeing around 


$220,000 tor the tour-week 
company. Understood the 


break-in of 
weekly 


Me Kate” 
“Kate” 


“Kiss 
for 


national 
is around 


the 
guarantee 


$55,000, with a top weekly gross of about $60,000 possible. 


Physical discomforts connected 
have become so great that many of 
up legit attractions. Acoustics of t 
been notoriously bad, have now 


deteriorated to a 


with legit theatregoing in Buffalo 
local public are voluntarily passing 
he Erlanger there, which have long 
point where from 


dozens of orchestra seats at $3 and $4 the dialog from stage is com- 
pletely inaudible. Combination of high outside temperatures this spring, 
with full steam on inside theatre, created additional gripes for theatre- 


goers. 


During recent engagement of “Born Yesterday,” inside of house 


hit turkish bath temperatures, with paying customers having to sweat 


it out at several performances. 














Was Season 











query. “Let someone’ produce 
them and not merely announce 
them for production by way of get- 
| ting some iree, hightoned personal 
| publicity... The Times’ Brooks At- 
kinson couldn't offer any sugges- 
tions: “I’m afraid it all comes 
down to the lack of good plays,” 
he said. 

Gripes?—the Boxscore Chiefly 

As to any particular gripes about 
the season, Atkinson had none. 
“T enjoyed it,” he declared. Chap- 
man, concurring, said: “Nope, I 
ain’t got any gripes about the sea- 
son. And if I can manage to get 
way down toward 
VarIETY's§ Critics’ 
feel I have done my duty.” The 
Journal-American’s Robert Gar- 
land, answering the “any particu- 
lar gripe” query, wrote: “Only, as 
usual, VARIETY'’s persistent box- 
score, of which I try to keep some- 
where in the middle. I object only 
to the supposition that, because I 
like a play and find it worthy and 
enjoyable, 
cessful at the boxoffice.” (Bax- 
score—the 26th Annual—in next 
week’s issue—Ed.). 

In reply to whether this was a 
meritorious season, Nathan said: 
“It was a sometimes amusing sea- 


Boxscore, lll 


son, but hardly a_ meritorious 
one from aé critical viewpoint.” 
Garland disagreed; the season was 
meritorious, he said. because 


there were more consistently good 


attractions. Hawkins sided with 
Garland on the = season’s merit, 
pointing out, for instance, the 


“courage such as ‘The Madwoman’ 
required; fresh talent as in ‘Lend 
An Far, advanced musical teeh- 
nique as ‘South Pacific.’ ” 

Economics of the Theatre 
“Economics were understressed 
this season, not overstressed,” 
said Coleman, in reply to another 
question. “It seems to me that it 
too much today to produce 
a straight or musical play. This, 
in part. is due to the trend in re- 
cent years trom producer-writer 
financing to angeling. I believe 
that production costs could be cut 
almost in half if producers were 
to back plays with their own 
money instead of forming svndi- 
cates of investors, and then cut- 
ting themselves in for big chunks 
ot the productions as impresarios 
and fund-raisers.” 

Chapman, however, said eco- 
nomics had been overstressed in 
the theatre, “just as it has been 
in my home. [ yearn for prime 
beef at 16c¢. a pound and prime 
ham over Joe Leblang’s counter at 
$3 a pair of tickets. But I haven't 
the faintest ddea how te get back 
to these ideals. and if I did. 1 
wouldn't be writing to Vartery— 
, Ud be down in Washington order- 


costs 


the bottom of | 


it is going to be suc-| 


‘Meritorious ? 


Continued from page 49 ———————_— 





‘ing Mr. Truman to _ take his 
damned piano out of the White 
House.” 

Nathan found “too many bad 
serious plays and bad comedies” 
this season, but added, “there 
usually are.” 

On the query, “Do you think 


there is any particular significance 
in some of the impressionistic 
scenery this season,” Atkinson an- 
swered: “It’s about time.”” Garland, 
however, discussed it seriously. “It’s 
leading. I hope, to tess costly pro- 
ductions and a larger use of the 
arena type of production,” he said. 
Hawkins hoped it points a trend. 
“There is too much, too elaborate, 


too overpowering scenery,” he 
wrote. 
Coleman, while concurring in 


the use of drapes and simple set- 
tings if it cut production costs and 
/encouraged more __— production, 
‘pointed out. however, that casting 
and production did weigh heavily 


toward success or failure in the 
modern theatre, as witness “De- 
'tective Story” and “Death of a 


Salesman.” 


Strawhat Jottings 





Southold (L.1.) Summer Play- 
house opens June 27 with “Papa 
is All’... Starlight theatre, Pawl- 
ing, N.Y., begins 12-week season 


June 21 William Merrill will 
be in charge of production at the 
Will-O-Way playhouse, Mich., this 
summer Eve Arden planning 
summer stock appearances in New 
England , Margaret Webster 
cancelled plans for touring the 
strawhat circuit The Straight 
Wharf theatre, Nantucket, Mass., 
starts its eighth season July 1... 
John Loder and Betty Caulfield 
star in “John Loves Mary” at 
Newport (R.1.) Casino for six days 
beginning July 25 . Brattleboro 
(Vi.) gets under way July 11 with 
“Our Town.” 

Holiday Stage, ’ 
Equity strawhatter, tees off its 
third season June 27 Norman R. 
Ford opens his repertory season at 
the Bedford Hills (N. Y.) Comma- 
nily House July 2. 


Tustin, Cal. 


EXTENDS ALBANY SEASON 
Albany, May 10. 
Malcolm Atterbury has booked 
“The Medium” and “The Tele- 
phone.” plays with music, for four 
performances at the Playhouse, 
May 25-28, in the first after-stock- 
season presentation scheduled in 
iwo vears of operation. Atterbury 
may bring in others, during the off- 
months, if the first click. Original 
N. Y. company, headed by Marie 
Powers, will troupe at $2.40 top. 
Regular repertoire season ende 
Saturday (6), Atterbury adcing 4 
third week of “The Voice of the 
Turtle.’ 





| 
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Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative jigures based on VARIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


last season: 


Number of shows Current...... 
Total weeks played so far by all 


Total gross for all current shows last week 
Total season's gross so far for all shows. . . $27,292,100 


Number of new productions so 


This Last 
Season Season 
ee ree 29 29 
shows 1.158 1.237 


"$572,700 $602,000 
$27,083.500 
far 65 63 








Chi Spotty; ‘Allegro 2G, ‘Adam’ 
Mild 9G, ‘Finian’ 226, ‘Roberts’ 206 


Chicago, May 10. 
Pre-seasonal scorching weather 


didn't hit at legit b.o. as in 
other aspects of entertainment 
here. Conventions in town con- 


‘huted to “Mr. Roberts” and “Mr. 
yn with posting of finis for 
“Finian’s Rainbow” helping latter. 
“Inside USA” comes into Shubert 
May 16 instead of reported May 
93. with “Finian’s” pulling out a 
week earlier. 

“Allegro,” in final week of Thea- 
tre Guild sponsorship, getting neat 
returns. “Respectful Prostitute 
finally opening here May 14, after 
censorship hassle few months back. 
at Harris theatre. “Funzapoppin 
at Chicago Stadium May 13 through 
May 30. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Allegro.” Great Northern (3d 
week) (1.500; $4.94). Last week of 
Theatre Guild subs. Upped slightly 
to almost $25,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” Shubert 
(14th week) (2,100; $4.94). ‘“‘Last- 
week” ads hypoed take to over 


$22,000. : 

“Mr. Adam,” Blackstone (3d 
week) (1,358: $3.80). Conven- 
tioneers helped here. Mild $7,000. 

“Mr. Roberts,’ Erlanger (34th 
week) (1,334; $4.33). Almost 


$20,000. 


Horton- Laughter’ Fair 
$4,500 in New Haven 


New Haven, May 10. 

Three-day stand of ‘Present 
Laughter” at Shubert last week- 
end (5-7) pulled a fair biz for this 
Edward Everett Horton starrer. 
Four performances at $3.60 top 
oh ib pp an approximate $4,500. 
ritical reception okay. 

House has nothing further in 
the works for this season. 


iaeeeeeeietetenaneds 
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been to spot its costlier stage 
bands and stage attractions only 
into their Minneapolis film houses 
for exclusive Twin City engage- 
ments. It has found that the gross 

— do not exist in St. 

aul. 

The fact that Minneapolis gains 
prestige and other benefits from 
getting the big musical shows ex- 
clusively, and St. Paul loses it, in- 
creases the one twin’s injury. Most 
touring legits, of course, play both 
cities, but the bulk of the playing 
time usually is apportioned to Min- 
neapolis. Some attractions that are 
booked for a full week in Minneap- 
olis make St. Paul a one-night 
stand. Minneapolis is now consid- 
ered a poor show town as far as 
the legit is concerned, but St. Paul 
rates considerably worse, having 
the reputation of being one of the 
country’s worst. Grossing only $14.- 

In six performances, although 
it was one of the Theatre Guild- 
ATS subscription attractions, and 
the city has a large subscriber list 
(larger than Minneapolis), ‘“Al- 
legro,” for example, recently lost 
$14,000 on its St. Paul engage- 
ment. It also suffered a hefty loss 
in Minneapolis. 


‘ ’ 

Born’ 1014G, Toronto 
a Toronto, May 10. 
With heat wave hurting, “Born 
esterday” grossed weak $10,500 
here at Royal Alexandra (1,525). 

scaled at $3.60 top. 

e ith end of Toronto engage- 
apres Jean Parker bowed out for 
rest. with Joan Morgan replac- 
ng for the Boston date. 








‘ , 

OKLA!’ IN WHITE PLAINS 

White Plains, N. Y., May 10. 
_ This suburban town within the 
sae f metropolitan area will have 
‘S first legit roadshow in about 40 
years when “Oklahoma!” opens at 
the 5.000-ceaier County Center 
May 30 for a w eek. 


+ 











Ballet Theatre’s 1076 
For 3 Weeks in N.Y. 


Ballet Theatre, which finished a 
three-week engagement at the Met 
Opera House. N. Y., Sunday (8), 
grossed an estimated $107.000 for 
the 25 performances at a $3 top. 
The average was $4,279 a perform- 
ance, as against last vear’s average 
of $3.512 during a five-week stay 
at a $4.20 top. 

Troupe discovered that its $3-top 
seats sold best. with its $1.80 seats 


doing badiyv. and its $1.20 tickets 
hardly moving at all. The $1.80 
seats were in back of the dress 


circle and balcony, patrons prefer- 
ring the $1.80 standing room tick- 
ets to the other 

Company will now lay off till the 
summer, when it will perform at 
the Ted Shawn school, Jacob's Pil- 
low, Lee, Mass 


‘Lucasta’ 16G, Balto, 
For 17-Nite Run 
Baltimore, May 10. 
“Anna Lucasta”’ decided to con- 
tinue its engagement at the indie 
Maryland after a previously an- 
nounced closing set for last Tues- 
day (3). 


is winding up tonight Tuesday 
with $16,000 indicated for run. 
Letting down of seating restric- 


tions to Negroes and active cam- 
paign for attendance from 
sector helped at the b.o. 
Late booking of “Allegro” into 
Ford's. May 23. as the fourth of 
five plays promised under Ameri- 


can Theatre Society - Guild  sub- 
scription, is stretching the season 
at this house. which had about 


called it curtains and was figuring 
on a refund to subscribers for the 
two dates still coming to them. 


Current Road Shows 


(May 9-22) 

“Allegro” — Gt. Northern, Chi. 
(9-22). 

“Annie Get Your Gun” — Conv. 
Hall. Tulsa (10-11); Conv. Hall, 
Hutchinson (12); Musie Hall. K. C. 
(13-14): Davidson, Mil. (17-21). 

“Blackouts of 1949”—E! Capitan, 





L, A. zz). 

“Born Yesterday’ — Colonial, 
Bost. (9-22). 

“Brigadoon” — Omaha, Omaha 


(9-11): KRNT, Des Moines (12-14); 

Music Hall, K. C. (17-22). 
“Finian’s Rainbow” — Shubert, 

Chi. (9-15); Lyceum, Mpls. (17-22). 
“Harvey” (Fay Co.)—Town Hall, 


Toledo (9-15); Erlanger, Buff. 
(17-22). 
“Harvey” (Brown Co.) — Chief. 


Colo. Spgs. (10); Capitol, S. L. City 
(12-13): Curran, Frisco (15-22). 
“High Button Shoes” — Hanna, 


Cleve. (9-15): Hartman, Col. (17- 
Ze). 

“I Know My Love” — Geary. 
Frisco (9-14): Aud., San Jose (15); 
Mayfair, Portland (17-19); Met., 
Seattle (21-22). 

“Inside U. S. A.”—Cass, Det. 


(9-15): Shubert, Chi. (17-22). 
“Man and Superman”—David- 
son, Mil. (9-15). 


“Mr. Adam” — Blackstone, Chi. 
(9-22). ; 

“Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi. 
(9-22). 

“QO Mistress Mine” — Carolina. 


Greenville (9); Car., Spartanburg 
(10): Car., Charlotte (11); National. 
Greensboro (12); Car.. Durham 
(13): State. Raleigh (14); Center. 
Norfolk (16-18); Lyric, Richmond 
(19-20). 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.)—Pal- 
ace. Manchester (9-15); Aud., Rut- 
land. Vt. (16-17); Aud.. Burlington 
(18-19): Aud.. Barre (20-21). 


“Qklahoma!” (No. 2 Co.)—Er- 
langer. Buff. (9-15); Karlton, Wil- 
liamsport (16-18); Community, 
Hershey (19-21) 

“Present Laughter” — _ Roya! 
Alex.. Toronto (9-15); Hanna, 
Cleve. (17-22). 

“Respectful Prostitute”— Harris. 
Chi. (9-22). 

“Streetcar Named Desire’’——Hart- 
me Col. (9-15); Murat, Indpls. 


' 417-22). 


Extended run of 17 nights | 


this | 


‘ICE’ GREAT $104,700, 
‘BLACKOUTS’ $16,200, LA 


Los Angeles, May 10. 

Legit perked locally this week 
with the opening of the L. A. Civie 
Light Opera Assn.’s 12th 
Opening attraction, “The Great 
Waltz,” teed off last night at the 
Philharmonic auditorium. Season 
will be the Civie’s greatest gross- 
wise. advance sale having hit a 
new peak of almost $500,000. 

Two more houses rekindle next 
Monday (16), Biltmore bringing in 
Cabalgata,’ S. Hurok’s Spanish 
musical making its U. S. bow. and 
Las Palmas offering “Love in Up- 


per Sandusky.” which moves over 
from a tiny San Fernando Valley 
tryout house 


Last week's hot weather thawed 
“Ieecapades” slightly but it’s still 
doing near-capacity biz. Sole other 
attraction open during the frame 
Ken Murray's “Blackouts,” also 
dipped. 
{ Estimates for Last Week 

“Blackouts of 1949,” E] Capitan 
(359th wk) (1.142: $2.40). Down 
again to $16,200. but still com- 
fortably above the breaking point. 

“Icecapades of 1949,” Pan Pa- 
cific Aud (3rd wk) (6,150: $3.60). 
Down to $104,700, but still great. 
Will remain through May 22 


‘Waltz’ $39,600 


In Frisco 


San Francisco, May 10. 
Lester’s production of 
‘The Great Waltz.” with Walter 
Slezak. Dorothy Sarnoff, Melva 
Niles and Charles’ Fredericks, 
racked up a gross of $39,600 last 
week at the 1,770-seat Curran the- 


Edwin 


atre to wind up its three-week 
stand as the opening bill of the| 
San Francisco and Los Angeles 
Civic Light Opera Assn. season. 


First two weeks drew $37,000 and 
$37.500, respectively 

Subscription sale here this sea- 
son totals $275,000, an increase of 
10° over 1948. Subsequent of- 
ferings will include the touring 
productions of “Brigadoon” 
“High Button Shoes,” plus the pre- 
|; miere of the second company of 
“Kiss Me Kate.” co-starring Anne 
Jeffreys and Wilbur Evans 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
chalked up a powerful $29,000 for 


the second week at the Geary in 
the Theatre Guild’s “I Know My 
Love.” 





‘OKLA.’ TROUPES TOTAL 
62G IN SPLIT WEEKS 


Ft. Wayne, May 10. 

No. 2 company of “Oklahoma!” 
‘piled up a nifty gross of $38,100 
last week in stands at the Audi- 
torium, Kalamazoo, and the Quincy 
here. 

Rodgers-Hammerstein musical is 
plaving the Erlanger, Buffalo, this 
week. 





24G for Griginal 
Hartford, May 10. 

Original edition of “Oklahoma!” 
grossed a total of almost $24,000 
last week in a_e split between 
Memorial auditorium. Worcester, 
and the Bushnell auditorium here. 

Theatre Guild production — is 
plaving all this week at the Palace, 
Manchester, N. H., the first legiter 
to make a full-week stand in the 
burg in years. 


Monte Carlo Ballet Sock 
406, ‘Gayden’ NG 56 in Hub 


Boston. May 10. 

The Hub's legit season petered 
out into a return engagement at 
pop prices of “Born Yesterday” 
this week as the comedy came 
back to the Colonial for a run at 
$1.80 top. All other houses cur- 
rently dark and no prospects in 
view before June. 

Biggest news last week was the 
_sensational biz done by the Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo at the 3,000- 
seat Opera House. At a $4.20 top 
the house went nearly clean for all 
eight performances of the second 
week to touch sock estimated $40.- 
000. 

“Gayden.” however. at the 
Plymouth. failed to gain on second 
week and moved out following 
poor $5,000. 





‘Harvey’ Smasheroo 
$20,000 in Denver 


Denver, May 10. 

Localite Mary Chase's “Harvey.” 
in six nights and two mats at the 
Broadway did capacity $20,500 at 
$3 top, last week. 

Spike Jones did turnaway biz in 
a night and one mat. with 3.271 
seats at $3 top, at the city audi- 
‘torium. Gross was a smash $8,500. 


' fabulous angel, 


Broadway's Tobosgan: ‘Knife’ Keen 


$17,400, Medea’ 


season. | 


$32,700, ‘Charley’ 


$36,800, ‘Streetcar’ 19G, ‘Love’ Out 


Grosses on Broadway feil even 
below expectations last week. For 
all but the top. hits. receipts 
dropped as much as $4,000-$5,000 


even on the straight shows. Four 
offerings went clean at all per- 
formances 

Flurry of additional closings 
have been announced. and other 


managements are resorting to two- 
for-ones in an effort to bolster the 
Sagging attendance The bargain 
gimmick is having varied results 
boosting business for Big Knife” 
but having no apparent effect on 
“Light Up the Sky.” Receipts 
were generally a bit better Monday 


night 19). 

Closings last week included “All 
for Love.” “Bruno and Sidney,” 
“Mrs. Gibbons’ Boys,” “Private 
Lives” and “Happiest Years.” 
Slated to fold Saturday (14) is 
“Love Life’ and possibly others 
“Light Up the Sky” shutters next 
week. This week's only opening 
was “Gayden,” which began last 
night (Tues.). The arrival next 
week of “Man and Superman’ for 


a return engagement winds up the 
season's schedule. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama) 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue). 
M (Musical), O (Operetta) 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
to seating capacity and top price 


including 20% amusement  taa 
However, estimates are net: 1.€., 
exclusive of tax. 

“All for Love,” Hellinger (15th 
wk) (R-1,543: $4.80). Broadway's 


Anthony B. Farrell, 


‘finally got tired of paying the tab 


and | 


, question how 


so the musical closed Saturday (7) 
after 121 performances, at an 
estimated loss of around $500,000; 
finale week got a measley $4,000 

“Along Fifth Avenue,” Imperial 
(17th wk) (‘(R-1,472; $6). Has 
started using twofers. and receipts 
responded moderately; $19,700 last 
week; needs about $21,000 to break 
even. 

“Anne of the Thousand Days,” 
Shubert (22d wk) ‘(D-1,378; $4.80) 
Slipped a bit more to $21.600; will 
recess June 25 until Aug. 22. 

“As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar- 
den (25th wk) (M-1.519:; $7.20) 
Also felt the general slump; under 
$40,000. 


“At War With the Army,” Booth 
(10th wk) (C-712; $4.80). Was like- 
wise affected in the downbeat; 
long it can keep 
going at this pace; $7,900. 

“Big Knife,” National (11th wk) 
(D-1,172; $4.80). Has responded 
spectacularly to the use of twofers. 
with John Garfield’s personal draw 
figured a major factor; climbed a 
bit more to $17,400. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (170th 


wk) (C-940; $4.80). Also hurt by 
the general dip; $9,500. 
“Bruno and _e “Sidney,” New 


Stages (Ist wk) (C-299; $3). Edward 
Caulfield farce opened Tuesday 
night (3), closed Saturday (7); got 
about $1,200 for six performances. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Mo- 
rosco ‘(13th wk) ‘(D-931: $4.80). One 
of the four clean sellouts: over 
$24,400 again, everything possible 
at the scale. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (7th 
wk) ‘(D-1,057; $4.80). Also went 
clean at all performances. includ- 
ing a theatre party at the midweek 
matinee: about $22,700. 


“Edward, My Son,” Beck (32d 
wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). Attendance 
has dived lately for the London 


import, and two-for-ones are being 


tried beginning this week; about 
$11,000. 
“Gayden,” Plymouth (D - 1,062; 


$4.80). Play by Robert and Mignon 
McLaughlin, presented by Gant 
Gaither; opened last night ‘Tues.). 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
(24th wk) (CD-966; $4.80). Also re- 
ceded with the field; $17,200. 

“High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
(83d wk) (M-1,900; $6). Down to a 
new low at $23,600. may try two- 
fers or cut the scale in an effort to 
survive the summer, with Joey 
Faye slated to take over the lead 
when Phil Silvers leaves May 31; 
production may tour in the fall, a 
second company having already 
plaved over a season. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (19th 
wk) (M-1.654: $6). Went clean all 
times, but some of the brokers had 
to absorb tickets for the midweek 
matinee and the standee trade 
eased a bit; nearly $47.000. 

“Lend an Ear,” Broadhurst (2\st 
wk) ‘R-1.160; $6). Smash revue was 
affected by the prevailing drop. 
but plenty of profit at $28,500. 

“Life With Mother,” Empire 
29th wk) (C-1,082; $4.80). Also 


hurt by general conditions: under 
$11,500; closing June 4, but will 
tour in the fall 


“Light Up the Sky,” Royale (25th 


wk) (C-1,025: $4.80). Two-for-ones 
have failed to help, so the Moss 
Hart comedy is folding May 21: 


drooped to $10,400; has more than 


earned back the original invest- 
ment 

“Love Life,” 46th St 3ist wk) 
M-1,.139: $6). Has found the twofer 
gimmick only a temporary hypo; 
closing Saturday (14): tour = an- 
nounced for fall; about $17,000; 


has earned back 20°¢° of the $200.- 


OOO investment. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot.” Be- 
lasco (18th wk) (C-1,077: $4.80). 
Prize import was hit by the down- 
beat: almost $18,000. 


“Medea,” City Center (Ist wk) 
D-3.025; $3). With the huge ca- 
pacity at this municipal showcase, 


the Judith Anderson starrer pulled 
a better gross than at any time dur- 
ing the original Broadway run: 
about $32,700; this week is the 
finale 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (64th 
wk CD-1,.357; $4.80 Only the 
midweek matinee failed to sell out: 
nearly $34,000 

“Mrs. Gibbons’ Boys,” Music 
Box (Ist wk) (C-1,012; $4.80). Will 
Glickman-Joseph Stein farce 
premiered Wednesday night (4), 
closed Saturday ‘7); approximately 


$5,000 for five performances, in- 
cluding the opening 
“Private Lives,” Plymouti (31st 


wk) (C-1,062: 
Bankhead 


$4.80). 
finally 


Tallulah 
concluded her 
sock revival Saturday night +7) 
after 248 performances; will tour 
again briefly next fall; over $10,000 
for the closing week 
“Silver Whistle,” 
wk?) (C-920; $4.80). Jose Ferrer is 
proving a boxoffice draw as well 
as a critical click; comedy slipped 
less than expected; bettered $13,- 
000; was underquoted last week 


Biltmore (24th 


“South Pacific,” Majestic (5th 
wk) (M-1,659; $6). Getting every- 
thing the house will hold, nearly 


$50,600 again 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Barry- 
more (75th wk) (C-920; $4.80). Also 
holding up well in the rough sea- 
sonal going; topped $19,000. 

“The Traitor,” 48th St. (6th wk) 
(D-917; $4.80). Management is 
using a modified twofer setup, 
which has boosted attendance 
somewhat lately; off last week to 
under $9,000. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Cort (10th 
wk) (C-1,064; $4.80). Also hit by 
the brutal trend; under $10,000. 

“Where's Charley?” St. James 
(30th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Ray Bolger 
show is the wonder grosser of the 
season; only a trifle off from ca- 
pacity at $36,800. 


EVANS-‘SUPERMAN’ 
NEAT 116 IN MPLS 


Minneapolis, May 10. 





Unseason&ably hot weather, “Ice 
Follies” and night baseball com- 
petition couidn't stop “Man and 
Superman” from hitting a fast 


$11,000 pace for three nights and 
a matinee at $3.60 top at the 1,900- 
seat Lyceum. Critics spilled high 
praise over Maurice Evans and his 
supporting cast Show followed 
its local three-day stand with a 
St. Paul one-nighter. 

Season still has two attractions 
to go. ‘“Finian’s Rainbow” comes 
May 16 and “A Streetcar Called 
Desire” May 30, each for a week. 


‘Inside USA’ 276, Cincy, 
‘Streetcar’ $25,300 


Cincinnati, May 10. 

“Inside U. S. A.” dropped the 
curtain last week on Cincy’s legit 
season with a pleasing near $27.- 
000, in face of record early May 
heat wave. The 2,500-seat Taft 
theatre was priced at $4.92 top, 
the highest tariff locally, for nine 
performances 

“Streetcar Named Desire” played 
the first half of the week here and 
then moved to Toledo for the sec- 
ond half, getting $25,300 for the 
eight performances. Drama _ got 
$22,000 here the previous week. It 
had a $4.31 top. 

Town had 15 weeks by 16 shows 
for a winning campaign. 

Leo McDonald, resident mana- 
ger for Shuberts the past four sea- 
sons, returns to his New York 
home this week 
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Plays on Broadway 


12 ° ui 
Mrs. Gibbons’ Boys 
George Abbott production of comedy in 

three acts by Will Glickman and eoee 
ar 


Stein. Features Lois Bolton, Glenda 

rell. Francis Compton. Staged by George 
Abboit: setting and lighting, John Root 
costumes, John Robert Lloyd. At Music 
Box, N. Y May 4, °49; $4.80 top ($6 
opening) ‘ 

Myra Ward Glenda Farrell 
Mrs. Peggy Gibbons Lois Bolton 
Rudy Gibbons Tom Lewis 
Mr. Rausch Richard Taber 
Coles William David 


Francis Compton 
Edward Andrews 


Lester MacMichaels 
Woodrow Crupp 


Francis X. Gibbons Richard Carlyle 
Rodla Gibbons Ray Walston 
Ernie ‘‘Horse Wagnei Roval Dano 
Pearl Helen Mayon 

As the next-to-last gasp of an 


expiring season, George Abbott has 
brought to town a_ desperately 
mirthless farce called “Mrs. Gib- 
bons’ Bovs.” The work of two ex- 
pert radio gagmen named Will 
Glickman and Joseph Stein, the 
play has what might be a hilarious 
premise and is crammed to the 
curtain iines with gooty situations 
and jokes. But as comedy it never 
jells, so it all adds up to a dismal 
evening. 

The yarn is about a doting mama 
who simply can’t believe that her 
three hoodlum sons are more than 
mischievous bovs. On the very day 
that she accepts her Milquetoast 
suitor, her two oldest darlings 
break out of jail and arrive home 
with the one amusing character in 
the play, a humorless thug with a 
quaint concept of gallantry. With 
several dozen minor variations, that 
serves as plot 

This time, George Abbott's cele- 
brated comic touch seems to have 
a stock-company weight. For if the 
yarn is incredible, the heavy- 
handed performance accentuates it 
Except lo Glenda Farrell, who is 
direct and plausible in the more or 


less extraneous role of the aunt, 
and Royal Dano, who generates 
laughs by his intense seriousness, 


the cast generally overacts the tun 
out of the piece. 


John Root’s setting seems im- 
plausibly roomy, but otherwise 
lends admirably tawdry atmas- 

Hobe. 


phere. 
(Closed Saturday (7) after five 
performances.) 


Bruno and Sidney 


New Stages. Inc., production of comedy 
in three acts (five scenes) by Edward 
Caulfield Directed by Philip Loeb: set 


ting and lighting. Robert Gundlach At 
New Stages, N. Y., May 3, "49; 85 top 

Mrs. Baglioni Pegg Allenby 
Fred Goodrich Billy Redfield 
Miss Lacey Athena Lorde 
Miss Glass June Prud’homme 
Hester Stanley Edythe Wood 


Lester Lonergan, Jr 


Gallagher: 
Salem Ludwig 


Brackman 


Malloy Jimmy Little 
of | se Syivia Davis 
Doctor Paul Mann 
Joan ne Joan Tompkins 
Carlyle Brokaw — Kermit Murdock 
Mr. Dill Wendell Holmes 
Officer Feeney George Cotton 
Dr. Schumann Arnold Robertson 


New Stages, which drew Broad- 
way attention to Greenwich Village 
last season with ‘“‘Lanip at Mid- 
night” and “The Respectful Prosti 
tute,” winds up its disappointing 
second season with a depressing 
little item called “Bruno and Sid- 
ney.’ Since this play, it was hoped, 
would offset the earlier mishaps 
and, both financially and psycho- 
logically, redeem the season, its 
failure is particularly discouraging. 

“Bruno and Sidney,” which was 
held at various times by several dif- 
ferent Broadway managements, in- 
cluding George Abbott, is a farce 
by Edward Caulfield which should 
be funny but isn’t. It’s about a 
young historical writer who moves 
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Sun 


ASHTON STEVENS 
Herald-American 


Chicago 


BRON, VARIETY 


ELLIOTT NORTON “Sammy 
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Daily News 
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Journel-American 
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WARD MOREHOUSE 
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“Sammy 
Hollywood 


Reporter 


EMiLiIA HODEL 
The News 
San Francisscoe 


"Sammy White is 
just as agile, just 


as funny, just as 
authentic, and yas, 
just as youthful... 


He's ao marvel.’ 


RUSSELL 
MeclLAUCHLIN 
The Naws 


Detroit 


P. S.: Thanks to Gene 


Hollywood offer. 





WHAT MAKES SAMMY WHITE.... 


"Sammy White is as funny as he ever 
was and that was very funny.” 


“Sammy White is twenty years better.” 
“Everybody will say Sammy is good— 
everybody but me: I'll say he’s great.” 


“Sammy White is a treat.” 


“Sammy White is better than ever.” 


"There's one performance we're wiiling 
to underwrite ... That's Sammy White's 
dancing Frank.” 


“Sammy White takes first honors in my 


“Sammy White's ‘Frank’ is one of ‘Show 
Boat's’ reasons for revival.” 


"Sammy White — the nimble dancing 
comedian still has his skip and bounce.”’ 


‘... Better than ever.” 
comedian whose eccentric hoofing in- 


variably provides the highlight of his 
amiable performance.” 


“Top honors in our opinion go to Sammy 
White.”’ 





TO MESSRS. RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN: 


“Thanks for two of the happiest years of my career." 


SAMMY WHITE 


Mann for 


Represented by MATTY ROSEN 


White stole the show repeat- 


White is an infectious low 


should 
open a school for 
and hand 
out scholarships to 
some of the al- 
legedly funny boys 
who inflict 
selves on 


"Sammy 


comics 


them- 
unsus- 
pacting nitery pa- 
trons as come- 


dians.” 


GEORGE 
BOURKE 
The Herald 
Miami 


Greek Theatre, 








; acetal 
into a converted tenement on Third 


_avenue, N. Y., and becomes the un- | 


willing hest to two remarkable | 
mice, Bruno and Sidney. 

When it develops that one of the 
mice is seven years old and thus 
presumably worth $20,000 to 
science, the place is invaded by a 
small army of “characters,” includ- 
ing various stewpots from. the 
saloon downstairs, the uninhibited 
landladdy, a sex-dippy gal from an 
adjacent apartment, an_ affected 
philanthropist and collector, an in- 
surance salesman, the cop on the 
beat and a rodent specialist froim 
the Rockefelled Institute. There's 
a wealth of farce material in the 
uproar, but it’s never believable 
and thus the humor doesn’t come 
off 

Under Philip Loeb’s emphatic di- 
rection the performance is practic- 
ally frenzied. Billy Redfield has 
only occasionally relaxed moments 
as the young writer, Salem Ludwig 
manages a few modulated lines as 
a good-humored rumbum, and Joan 
Tompkins is acceptable in a 
straight bit. But the others tend to 
give a playgoer the fidgets. Robert 
Gundlach’s setting looks propetls 
seedy. Hobe. 

(Closed Saturday after 
performances. ) 


sir 


(7) 


Don't 0 Away Mad 

Verbosity, tediousness and _ ob- 
scurity are the prevailing features 
of William Saroyan’s most recent 


play, “Don’t Go Away Mad,” which 
was staged at the Master theatre 
MN: © for two. performances, 


Sunday-Monday (8-9), by the Abbe 
Practical Workshop. Centering his 
action in a cancer ward of a public 
hospital, Saroyan has assembled a 
melange of patients who discourse 
on everything from racial prejudice 
to love and hate. Formation of the 
three acts is out of the ordinary in 
their running time of 55, 90 and 20 
minutes, respectively. 

Character portrayal was far su- 
perior to the material. P. J. Sidney 
copped top thesping honors in a 
superlative performance as a can- 
cerous Negro who finds happiness 
in having an unabridged dictionary 
read to him. Other performances, 
notably those given by Victor Bar- 
tell, Jay Barney, Richard Venture 
and Marshall Flaum, were above 
par. 

The customary Saroyan “charm” 
is lost in the grimness anggrealism 
of the dreaded cancer germ 


When You Hear Signal 
and 
Wedding in Japan 

4 one-act curtain raiser, ““When 
You Hear the Signal,” and a three- 
acter, “Wedding in Japan,”’ both 
new works, were put on by the 
New School’s Dramatic Workshop 
at the President, N. Y., for seven 
performances, ending Sunday (8). 
The opener, situating itself in a 
city park and pivoting around a 
Mr. Jordanish sort of character, is 
the more captivating of the two. 
The central role was ably por- 
trayed by Martin Garner, who, 
, with the aid of a telephone and a 
park bench, went about solving the 
problems of numerous passersby. 
An intelligent understanding of 


people was displayed by author 
David Mark, who assembled as 
varied a collection of characters 
as one could hope to meet on a 
stage. Performances on the whole 
were given competent handling 
with an especially neat portrayal 


by Robert Gibbons, as a down-and- 
out old timer. 

As the main entry, “Wedding in 
Japan” opened with an interesting + 
first act, simmered down to medi- 
ocrity at the midway mark and 
then upped to a strong final cur- 
tain. Ted Pollack has written an 
understanding and sympathetic 
drama about a Negro GI stationed 
in Japan who is confronted with 
a bigoted white lieutenant. Play's 
lack of action and weak second act 
make it implausible for Broadway, 
but nevertheless the drama is a 
meritorious one though similar to 
the film “Home of the Brave” in 
theme 

Court martial proceedings in the 
third act supplied the play with its 


most exciting moments and also 
showed off some good directorial 
work by Chouteau Dyer. Michi 


Okomoto was properly naive as a 
well bred Japanese girl, while Carl 
Canegata was fair as the Negro 
soldier. Joseph Sargent’s portrayal 
of the prejudiced lieutenant had all 
the proper vehemence. Setting by 
Stan Schwager was functional de- 
spite the limited space. 


Home Town Honors Brown 
Holgate, O., May 10 

Comedian Joe E. Brown will 
leave his role in “Harvey” in 
foronto, on May 28, in order to be 
guest of honor in Holgate, the 
village of his birth, when that town 
celebrotes “Joe E. Brown Dav” on 
May 30. ; 

Brown will dedicate a stadium 
named for him on that day. 





Legit Bits 








'atre Guild 





Michael Todd, producer of “As 
the Girls Go.” ordered 50 of Co- 
lumbia Recording’s “South Pa- 
cific” albums as presents for his 
friends Sidney Kingsley has 
taken office space -in the Hudson 
theatre, N. Y., where his “Detec- 
tive Story” is playing Stanley 
Gilkey due back yesterday (‘Tues.) 
from a quick trip to Hollywood to 
line up a script for a Broadway 
show in the fall Backers of 
“Kiss Me. Kate” received another 
$73,000 return this week, bringing 
the payment to $193,000 on the 
$180,000 investment Jean Ta- 
ehau, dancer in “Kate,” will be 
married Saturday (14) at her home 
in Louisville to Richard Haas, as- 
sistant to John C, Wilson, director 
of the show 


Horace Greeley McNab, former 
road agent, has joined the Frances 
Kave publicity office to handle le- 
git and vaude-nitery accounts 

Robert Garland was speaker Sat- 
urday night (7) at the City Club, 
Cleveland Harold Ellis Liv- 
ingston, one of the original 10 fly- 
ers of the Israel! air force, is writ- 
ing a play. “Destination Israel,” 
which Claire Leonard and Carl 
Cowl will agent Unheard-of 
note in union financing: the Assn 
of Theatrical. Press Agents & Man- 
agers operated at $432 per month 
under its budget for the fiscal year 
ending March 31 . Leo Rose, 
manager tor Where's Charley?” 
is convalescing at home after leav- 
John Meclin- 


ing the hospital 
tyre, Shubert press rep in Boston, 
showing his bride the Broadway 
sights this week 

“Prophet Without Honor,” by 
screen and radio writer Doris Gil- 
bert, will be presented during 
June at the Pasadena playhouse 
Authoress is daughter of song 
writer Wolfie Gilbert Samuel 


French acquired amateur rights to 
Herman Wouk’s “The Patriot” for 
$7,500 advance, plus_ royalties. 
Eileen WHeckart joined cast of 
Broadway production of the mel- 
ler, replacing Jean Hagen, who 
went to the Coast on a Metro con- 
tract Grace George will star 
in Guthrie McClintie’s production 
of Rosemary Casey's drama, 
“Mother Hildebrand,” on Broad- 
way in the fall ...S. N. Behrman 
returned to N. Y. from the Coast, 
where the Lunts are trying out his 
“I Know My Love.” for the The- 
Henry Senber, who 
the Starlight Op- 
Dallas this sum- 
ahead of 
road com- 


will pressagent 
eretta season at 
mer, will go out 
“Death of a Salesman” 
pany in the fall. 

Lawrence Langner, co-director 
of the Theatre Guild, enters the 
Hospital for Joint Diseases, N. Y., 
this week. Nothing serious 
Playwright-editor Charles MacAr- 
thur is in Lenox Hill hospital, 
N. Y., with a stomach ailment 
Watson Barratt left last week for 
St. Louis, where he'll be designer 
and production assistant on the 
Muny Opera season Robert 
Whitehead sails next week for a 
two-month vacation in Europe. His 
partner, Oliver Rae, will also leave 
soon for a European trip. Pair 
have dropped plans to present Jo- 
seph Schildkraut on Broadway 
next fall in a dramatization of 
“Tne ‘Trial:” 

Joan Chandler takes over the 
femme lead in ‘“‘Where’s Charley?” 
with the start of the new season, 
June 1 She succeeds Allyn Me- 
Lerie, who’s going into the title 
part in the new Robert E. Sher- 
wood-Irving Berlin musical, “Miss 
Liberty” Leora 
Walston won the 


Clarence Der- 


went awards for best non-featured | 


performances of the season, for 


their respective portrayals in 
“Madwoman of Chaillot” and 
“Summer and Smoke” Arthur 


Lesser, producer of “Along Fifth 
Avenue,” has announced that he 
will put into rehearsal July 25 a 
new musical titled “Boffola.” with 
book by Don Appell and music and 
lyrics by Milton Paseal and Phil 
Sherrick. 


All officers of Theatrical Protec- | 


tive Union, Local 1, stagehands, 
were re-elected at the annual 
meeting Sunday (8) in New York. 
They include Joseph Dwyer, presi- 
dent; George Fitzgerald, vicepresi- 
dent: George C. McDowell. secre- 
tary; John J. Garvey, financial 
secretary-treasurer, and Solly Per- 
nick and John Goodson, business 
agents Dwight Deere Wiman is 
negotiating with Barrie Stavis for 
a musical Comedy adaptation of the 
latter’s new novel. “Home Sweet 
Home” Reginald Denenholz 
leaves Friday (13) for Chicago, 
where he'll pressagent the Lassor 
H. Grosberg-New Stages presenta- 
tion of “Respectful Prostitute” 
and “Hope Is the Thing.” 

Michael Higgins returns to New 
York May 16 from a 28.000 mile 
tour of “Brigadoon” ‘playing Jeff 
Douglass! for Veterans Hospital 


‘Camp Shows, 


the , 


Dana and Ray! 


| aS 


Heatwave Wilts 
London Legit 


London, May 10 

Sudden heatwave and a disa 
pointing government budget is rt 
helping show biz in the West End 


with only the’ recognized hit 
making the grade. Even names 
don’t help. . 

Instance is “Power Of Dark. 
ness,” at the Lyric Starring 
Stewart Granger and Jean Sim- 
mons, play did big biz in the prov- 
inces, but is faring very badly 
here. As result the cast has been 


cut in salary, with stars taking $60 
per week till better times. Ana if 
that is not visible short], Play will 
come off 

Eric Maschwitz’s “Belinda Fair” 
musical! at the Saville, is the same 
Show is losing nearly $2.000 per 
week, with entire cast on big cut. 


Play Out of Town 








Monday's Heroes 


Hollywood, May 7 
Actors’ Lab production of drama ia 
three acts by Les Pine. Directed by Mor- 
ris Carnovsky and Sam Gary: settings, 
Doris Karnes Opened at Actors’ Lab 
Playhouse, Hollywood, May 6, '49; $1.50 
top 
Mel ‘ ‘ ° Peter Virgo 
Via oe , Angela Clarke 
Sylvia Blanore Pine 
Robbie Jerry Paris 
Norman Phillip Pine 
Elanore........ Macyle Pine 
SEO OTE ee David Wolfe 
Se eee a ee Cicely Browne 
Sg SROCOT Ter Petre 6% Fdwin Max 
' Si cc avaeewateenre Arthur Batanides 
Ji: Perey ere eee John Southall 
Marge Marjorie Steele 
Herb Herb Jacony 


Latest in a series of Actors’ Lab 
ltryouts, this new Les Pine script 
| has the elements, but they haven't 
| been fused properly. And _ while 
the welding job won't necessarily 


result in a script that has great 
Broadway or film _ possibilities, 
“Monday's Heroes” could succeed 


as a stock or strawhat offering. 

More of a portrait than a play, 
the characters are limned with 
bold strokes. Some unfortunately 
weaken the overall picture con- 
siderably, the playwright display- 
ing an occasional and irritating ten- 
dency to lapse into glowing rhe- 
toric that is out of place in his 
characters. 

Single-setter is localed in Chi- 
cago, where a mother and her two 
grown sons tensely await a visit 
from the domineering father who 
deserted them years ago, and from 
the third son who fled to join him 
in California more recently. The 
| visit renews the family feud as the 
' father seeks to lure the remaining 
two sons from their mother’s side. 
'He loses after a hectic day, the 
| sons choosing a life of “nourish- 

ment for the soul” against more 
tangible benefits. At t mes warmly 
human, at times harshly brutal, the 
script sustains interest despite its 
weak points. 

Program credits direction to 
Morris Carnovsky and Sam Gary, 
dual chore apparently responsible 
for fluctuating performances. Most 
even job is turned in by Edwin 
Max as the harsh, materialistic 
father. Peter Virgo is good as the 
eldest son, with Angela Clarke hit- 
ting moments of great sincerity as 
the mother. Jerry Paris. Philip 
Pine and David Wolfe also please. 
Doris Karnes’ living-room set 18 
swell. Kap. 

Revive Ohio State U. Maskers 

Columbus, O., May 10. 

After an absence of 10 years 
Scarlet Mask, Ohio State U.’s all- 
male dramatic society, has been 
revived and announces “Howdy 
Stranger!” as its first musical pro- 
duction, May 25-26. 
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Available for Stock 


Anna Lucasta (White! 
Bruno and Sidney 
Favorite Stranger 


Leonard and Cow! 
516 Fifth Ave., N.Y. MU 7-5782 
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Has Miller Play 

wiied Poets will publish Arthur 
Miller's play, “Death of a Sales- 
; n.” next week, per contract. and 
pong committed to bring out his 
ew novel, when and if. 
7 This offsets @ reference 
i Sec 
oe ey ots anthology of plays, 
“From Aeschylus to (Eugene) 
O'Neill” and update it “to Miller. 
This was an enthusiastic erack by 
M Lincoln Schuster, whose 
spirited word-of-mouth for two 
current Broadway _ hits, ‘Sales- 
yan” and “South Pacific,” are 
ceo w.k. Without thinking of any 
opposition publisher’s prior rights 
to the Miller play, he made that 
remark as a throwaway line, more 


to 


or less. 





Mailer Riles British 
Controversy is raging in the 
British press over the publication 
Monday ‘9) of Norman Mailer's 
“The Naked and the Dead.” Book 
was spotlighted in the London 
Sunday Times with a page one 
story signed personally by the edi- 
tor. who demanded it be banned. 


huster’s “intention” to) 


Since then publisher Allan Win- | 


gate has made it clear he isn’t 
vielding to any such demand. 
Other papers have not supported 
the Times protest, although many 
question the language and style of 
the book. 
Mrs. St. Johns’ Goodie 

Adela Rogers St. Johns, now a 
four-time grandmother and still in 
her early ‘50s, prides herself first 
on being a “newspaperman.” Well- 
known in Hollywood as fictionist 
and screenwriter, as weil = as 
through the national mags, her an- 
thology of “Never Again and Other 
Stories” (Doubleday; $3) is vir- 
tually autobiographical because of 
the forewords to each short story. 

The intros key the real-life 
origin of each yarn, and these 
prefaces are as appealing as the 
tale itself. 


Schnoz’s ‘Dream Boat’ Foreword 

Jimmy Durante has written a 
foreword to “Mr. Bixby’s Dream 
Boat,” recently completed novel by 
Herb Crooker of Metro, which ro- 
mantically and humorously relates 
what can happen to an embryonic 
but hopeful sailor who suddenly 
acquires a sloop on the waters of 
Long Island Sound. Harold Mat- 
son, literary agent, is handling the 
novel. 

Although Crooker’s sloop caught 
fire in the Sound last summer and 
sank, this is not described in the 
book. Not funny enough. 


Prolific Joe Israels 2d 
Josef Israels 2d, foreign corre- 
spondent and quondam Varsery 
contrib, has byline articles in three 


top mags appearing currently. His | 


profile of N. Y. Herald Tribune 
food writer Clementine Paddle- 
ford appears in this week's Satur- 
day Evening Post. An article on 
the Thomas Cook travel agency, 
relating among other things the 


erganization of Billy Rose’s re-| 
in! 


cent round-the-world trip, is 


in the recent strike of cemetery. 
workers contained misstatements 
of facts. 

Whitelaw Reid, Trib’s v.p., said 
Werner’s articles were dropped be- 
cause they were opinionated and 
had been identified by European 
readers with the paper's editorial 
policy. While admitting that Car- 
dinal Speliman had written a let- 
ter criticising Werner’s column, 
Reid said it had nothing to do 
with the suspension. 

Vanderbilt’s Vagabonding 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., who 
sailed for Europe last week to 
gather material for his film series, 
“Vagabonding with Vanderbilt,” 
and to do his column for North 
American Newspaper’ Alliance, 
which has the same tag as his pic- 
ture project, will use a car aptly 
labeled the Kaiser Vagabond. 

Incorporating a new principle in 
car manufacturing, the vehicle is 
a Station wagon type but built in- 
side of a regular limousine, te 
allow for Pullman accommodations, 
ete. Author-lecturer reportedly has 
a financial interest in the KV. 

CHATTER 

Richard Macaulay's novel, 
“Hunted,” will be serialized this 
summer in the Satevepost. 

John Alton’s book on_ photo- 
graphie technique, “Painting with 
Light,” will be published May 23 
by MacMillan. 

Maxine Keith running a Broad- 
way theatrical info column, “From 


Me To You.’ in the Tavern & 
Package Store News. 

Lou Pollock’s yarn, ‘“Break- 
down,” will be included in Alfred 


Hitchcock’s “Anthology of Sus- 
pense Stories,” to be published in 
autumn by Dell. 

Starting with the May 21 edition, 


Satevepost will publish an eight- 
part serial, “W. C. Fields, Rowdy 
King of Comedy,” authored by 


Rebert Lewis Taylor. 

Arthur K. Atkinson, Jr., former 
financial advertising manager of 
the New York Herald Tribune, has 
been appointed assistant to pub- 
lisher David A. Smart. of Coronet. 

G. Allen Reeder has been ap- 
pointed director of public relations 
and promotion for Esquire, Inc., 
publishers of Esquire, Coronet, Es- 
quire’s Bridgegroom and Apparel 
Arts. 

‘Bernard Sobel, editor of “The 
Theatre Handbook.” has written a 
critical review ot the New York 
theatrical season for the Funk & 
Wagnall’s “New International 1949 
Year Book.” 

Walter Winchell and other show 
biz personalities kudosed in cur- 
rent Look mag article, “Winchell 
Leads Dramatic Fight Against 
Cancer,” for Damon Runyon Me- 
morial Fund activities. 

Los Angeles Mirror went up to 
104 pages one day last week, pass- 
ing the century mark for the first 
time. Sheet announced an aver- 
age daily paid circulation of 


| 157,000, an increase of 63,000 since 
| Jan. 1. 


Collier's. Third item is lead article | 


in the May Coronet, an expose of 
Soviet use of women in espionage 


activities within and _ outside 
Russia. 
Israels plans a trip through 


Europe with emphasis on Scandi- 
naVia this summer. 


ill. Printing Tax Threat 
Opposition to a proposed 2°67 
Illinois state tax on commercial 
printing was voted by reps of 23 
Chicago area associations. at a 
meeting of the Graphic Arts Assn. 
m the Morrison hotel last Monday 
2). Group also voiced opposition 
to a pending bill to authorize ap- 
Pointment of county superintend- 

ents of printing. 

Group feels printing tax would 
a burden for some publishers 
re could be used as a political 
: reat. Bill could also pave way 
0 levying tax on newspaper sales, 

according to the association. 





K Ken Giniger Upped 

Bon S._ Giniger has been upped 

ye & irector of publie relations 

pe ovairman of the editorial board 
rentice-Hall. There is no suc- 


cessor, 
won Harris, who handled the 
es, now assumes the general 


Publicity department. 





" Werner ‘Report’ Dropped 
1. R. Werner’s weekly “Report 


from America,” which he has been 
Trihee,..for, the N. Y. Herald 
"bune’s European. edition in 


Paris for the last two years, has 
— discontinued by the paper's 
a York management. Column’s 

“Pension reportedly followed 
Protests to Mrs. Ogden Reid by 
pe Cardinal Spellman who is 
‘ald to have claimed that Werner's 
article on the Cardinal's activities 


-« 
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Sigma Delta Chi, 
journalism fraternity, announced 
that its annual awards for “dis- 
tinguished service” in journalism 
had gone to Merrill Mueller, NBC 
London correspondent, for radio 
newswriting, and to George J. 
O’Connor, WINR, Binghamton, 
N.Y., tor radio reporting. 


professional 


Later Paramount paid Cantor $20.- | 
; 000 for the sketch 
,the American Girl” 


in “Glorifving 

of which he 
paid Hearn $1.500 and Lou Sorin 
several hundred dollars. Inei- 
dentally, Sorin worked with Berle 
and Hearn in the vaudeo version 
of “Belt in the Back.” 

Hearn, on the other hand, says 
that he received inspiration for 
the sketch from the collection of 
suits obtained by tramp comedian 


Milo. Hearn mused that it would 
be a funny idea if a clothier had 
these trick garments as the sole 
stock in trade and a hick type 
came in asking for a suit “with a 
belt in the back.” which was then 
in vogue. He subsequently wrote 
the skit and later Cantor asked 
to use it Cantor, says Hearn, 
liked the bit and then got a date 
at the Audubon in which to try it 
out. Hearn says the date paid 
$500 of which he and Cantor got 
$200 each, Opp got $75 and $25 
was given to the stagehands. Bit 
was used in “Rounders” and dur- 
ing the first 10 weeks of the en- 


gagement Cantor. says Hearn, paid 


the latter $50 weekly for use of 
the sketch. Later, Cantor wanted 
“Belt” for use in a Paramount 


short and Hearn let him have it for 


$1,500 Until recently, Hearn 
used “Belt” during a two and a 
half vear run in Ken Murray's 


“Blackouts” 
Hollywood. 
At one time, the skit was given 


at El Capitan theatre, 


under the name of ‘Joe's Blue- 
front.” 
Question of authorship of the 


various skits and blackouts used in 
the old legiters, vaude and _ bur- 
lesque shows is likely to become 
an important issue because of tele- 
vision rights Vaudeo shows are 
increasingly veering toward skits, 
and pertormance rights are bound 
to command important coin. 
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ne 
Josh White 
Roger Price 
Marian Bruce 
© Williams 


Cyril Haines 3 
Waldorf-Astoria 

Eddy Duchin Ore 

Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Biackhawk | The Carltons (2) 
Al Trace Ore Hotel Stevens 
Bob Vincent “Skating Circus” 
Jackie Van Betty Atkinson 
Red Maddock Charles Hain 


Wonder Wheelers 
Brinckmann Sis. 
Skating Blvdear« 
Charles & Lucille 
Jick Raffloer 
Jerry Mapes 
G & B Du Ray 
Gloria Bondy 
Buddy Rust 
Palmer House 


Dave DeVore 
Lee Pines 
Biackstone 
Lena Horne 
D. La Salle Ore 
Cher Paree 
Tony Martin 
Gene Baylos 
Chez Paree 


(12) 


Adorables tr yg "te . o 

J Rodriquez Ore ntiniie riabeag 
<4 : Margaret Phelan 
C Davidson O G1) (one to fil) 

(2 to fill) Sherman Hotel 
Helsings Margaret Gibson 


Al Morgan 

Evelyn Terry 
Lenny Colyer 
Frankie Hyle 

Billy Chandler Ore 


Hotel Bismarck 
Cass Franklin 
Monica Moore 
Toni Gauer 
J Brewer Ore 
H Edgewater Beach 
Henry Brandon Ore 
Marianne Fedele 
Preston Lambert 
D Hild Dancers (6) 
George Tapps 


| Gloria Van 
' Harry Hall 
Kirby Hawks 
Ed Prentiss 
| Bill Snyder 
Charlies Tate 
Silver Frolics 
Marie Lawler 
Jimmy Ames 
Frolic Lovelies (4 
Bud Prentice Ore 
Vine Gardens 
Lind Bros (3) 
Mickey Sharp 
Velma Sherry 
Mel Cole Qe 
Pancho Ore 


Ore 
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advanced claim to authorship of 
that sketch. However, payment 
does not mean that the agency 
recognizes that Hearn wrote the 
bit. The Morris agency, which 
books the talent for Texaco’s teevee 
layout, also books Cantor. 

The current tiff over “Belt” is 
reminiscent of those yesteryear 
vaudeville feuds over who orig- 
inated what material. Hearn’s re- 
prise of “Belt” on the Milton Berle 
show two weeks ago over NBC has 


Cantor incensed, claiming piracy 
of his material. Hearn denies. 
Here are both sides of l’affaire 


“Belt in the Back.” 

Cantor says that’ Hearn’s claim 
represents the height of ingrati- 
tude. “The scene was written by 
me and [ permitted Hearn to use 
this through the years as a ges- 
ture of friendship.” Hearn, Can- 
tor continued, never received one 
penny from him except as salary 
and since he never accepted com- 
pensation from the old Fox Audu- 


bon, N. Y. ‘now the San Juan), 
where the sketch was originally 
broken in for later use in the 
Shuberts’ “Midnight Rounders,” 
salary was split between Hearn, 
and the late Joe Opp who per- 
formed the sketch with Cantor. 





————_ Continued from page 1 =a 


budget, in excess of $1,000,000, is 
the top orch budget<n the country. 


Presentation ot the check to him 
for the fund was made at a civic 
banquet given the 75-vear-old lead- 
er a couple davs after he brought 
the 68th season of the orchestra to 
a close. Simultaneous announce- 
ment of the Friends of the Orches- 
tra underlined fact the institution 
was in a very favorable financial 
position. Pointed out, however, 
that though receipts were far in 
excess of any previous year, ex- 
penses had climbed far beyond re- 
ceipts on a pro rata basis. 


Koussevitzky’s plans, following 
Tanglewood, where he will preside 
as usual, take him to Europe, Pal- 
estine and South America on a 
personal appearance tour as guest. 
He returns to Boston for a guest 
shot with the Boston orchestra in 
November, then moves to Phoenix, 
Ariz., where he bought a house this 
winter. Will probably make guest 
appearances with other American 
orchestras, but details aren't set. 
Claims his “third” career is only 
beginning. 


Meantime, Charles Muench’s 
plans as music director aren't 
known. Story is that at least seven 
personnel changes are contem- 
plated in the orchestra, mostly 
among men approaching retire- 
ment age. 


; 
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Ooola,: La., May 7. 

Since I was a boy I have never ceased to marvel at the way newspa- 
pers gather up the garbage of this world, multiply the chaos by 10 in 
the city room and then deliver papers as clean as a breakfast cereal. 

The end-result of piciures, too, bas never ceased to surprise me. 
They frequently seem to take their raw materials from a slum clear- 
ance, run the debris through a rock crusher and, by the time the gaily- 
tinted images reach the screen, seem to have transformed them into an 
Easter parade 

This is particularly true of musicals, and to find out what causes that 
I swallowed my pride and called on a producer of musicals. His name 
is Arthur Freed, and as far as I have been able to find out by going 
back to Charleston, S. C., and checking on his career in Sydney, Van- 
couver, Chicago, New York and Los Angeles, it has always been Arthur 


Freed. He is currently celebrating his 20th vear in the Mayer iron lung 
at Culver City, and looks amazingly robust for a man who has had to 
live through four five-year pans. From “Broadway Melody of 1929" to 


the “Barklevs of Broadway” is quite a gamut, and it’s all “Mom’s” as 
the Master of Musicals is known wherever musicals are played 

To convince anybody, most of all the old Palace guard, that any new 
glamour can be found on Broadway after all these years of backstage 
musicals is the trick of the week Offhand I would say the subject- 
matter is about as romantic as a visit to the dirty clothes hamper ot a 
laundromat by now, but Freed keeps making babes leap out of the old 
magician’s hat and dancing like children around their first maypole. 

Maybe Freed’s Next Book Is Here 

Not only that but he can take adversity and parlay it into a bigger 
hit than if he’d had smooth sailing all the wav. He never demonstrated 
this better than when Gene Kelly broke a leg while working on “Easter 
Parade.” Instead of screaming for a sack of soda bicarb or shelving 
the project for a year, Freed began crooning his old songplugger’s pleas 
in the hope of luring Fred Astaire back from retirement to take Kelly's 


place. 

The switch went off so beautifully in “Easter Parade” that Freed 
talked. Astaire into trying another one with Judy Garland. This was 
“Barkleys of Broadway.” After some weeks of what Astaire calls “re- 
hearsals,” Judy Garland collapsed. They carried her home and out of 
the picture 

The problem again to Freed was not to find another picture but 


where to pick up another babe. Freed remembered only too well those 
Astaire-Rogers musical swishings at RKO, and decided to make a try 
anyway. He found Ginger on a ranch in Oregon and wooed her into 
trving her skill again at keeping out of the way of Fred's feet. The 
critical opinion of “Barkleys” agrees that Ginger never looked lovelier, 
and the grosses seem to be sustaining Freed’s reputation as the master, 
not only of musicals, but of the recovered fumble. 

You'd associate this touch-and-go existence with the sort of char- 
acter Jack Benny portrays when he screams “Wait a minute. Wait a 
minute!” But Freed is a solid citizen of perhaps 50, of medium height 
and grossing around 190. He looks as if be wouldn’t recognize a gastric 
disturbance even if it were shipped COD from Uleer, Okla. 

He has a cluster of well-groomed offices except for the closet he 
occupies himself in the writers’ wing of the Thalberg building. The 
only writer whose name seemed familiar to me was Second Floor, 
though for the life of me 1 can’t remember any of his scripts. 

Freed was a script writer himself at one time. In fact he was once 
lower than that. He was once a piano-playing songplugger in Chicago 
They called him ‘‘a song demonstrator.” That way they didn’t have to 
pay him. 

Up From Edwards 

Mama Marx discovered him. She liked the way he plugged Irving 
Berlin’s songs. “You sing good,’ she told him. She even asked him 
if he'd like to join the act. It was a school act, and Freed did so well 
with the Marx Bros. that he got an offer from the master in the field. 
Gus Edwards took him on and for two years he toured vaudeville, con- 
fining his “repertoire,” as I believe they called it in those days, to Gus 
Edwards’ songs. This is songplugging, with the other guy picking up 
the tab. 

How long this might have gone on no one knows, but the Army picked 
up the next tab. Despite the fact he had nothing but a dying biz as 
credentials, Freed rose to the rank of top sergeant. His sleepless nights 
in the Army ted to his first hit. It was called “I Cried For You.” It's 
still a very popular ballad. So are his “Pagan Love Song” and “The 
Wedding of the Painted Doll.” If the “Pagan’ number doesn’t get a 
reprise in “Tahiti,” Freed’s next musical, which is going to be produced 
by shuttling cast and crew between Culver City and Pago-Pago, Ill 
be more surprised than Ramon Novarro. 

What can't possibly handicap Freed as a producer at Metro is the 
years he spent on a little legit job he operated in downtown L.A. That 
was 25 years ago. It was called the Orange Grove, and under Freed's 
direction it played such hits as “Desire Under the Elms,” “White 
Cargo,” “Rain,” and a revue called “The Picklings.” 

“The Picklings” is remembered chiefly because it brought Der 
Bingle, his rickety old Flivver and Al Rinker. a slightly less rickety 
piano player, from Spokane to within hog-calling distance of where 
Crosby is now master of all he suryeys. In fact Freed says the job 
even then was to stop Bing from stopping the show. L.A. audiences 
didn't understand that the show must go on. They preferred Crosby. 

As he was then, Freed is now. His offices have an open-door policy. 
He sees every agent who has anything to offer in the way of new talent. 
It has paid off in the cases of Eleanor Powell, Gloria de Haven, June 
Allyson, Cyd Charisse, Esther Williams and Gene Kelly, and will pay 
off in the future in the case of Howard Keel and others. Freed caught 
Keel in the London production of “Oklahoma!” and breught him back 
to Hollywood to star in “Annie Get Your Gun.” The pre-release opinion 
is that Howard will keel you. 

That Freed also bas a singular skill for putting new life into “old” 
talent was never better demonstrated than the way he handled Gene 
Kelly after his Easter Parade crackup. He put Kelly in “On the Town” 
and then handed him the directorial reins as well. 


The ‘Egg’ and ‘Rain’ 

In Freed’s opinion the basic appeal) of musicals, like westerns, varies 
little. To switch from composer to producer was therefore in the realin 
of natural growth. The only problem was how to apply any latent 
executive ability to cut costs without cutting production values. To 
this Freed contributed the split-unit idea of production. One unit 
would work with a director on the book. Another would work with 
another director on the musical numbers. Thus Freed brought them 
to the end with a great saving in the only thing that costs too much 
money around Hollywood. That is time. 

As a songwriter Freed is remembered as the guy who brought out a 
hit the year Wall Street laid the egg. In 1929 he and Nacio Herb 
Brown wrote “Singing In the Rain.” and many believe it was the only 
thing worth singing about for the next 10 years. 

Freed’s credit recitations since then read like Metro’s hit parade 
through the years. As nearly as I can recall them, Freed handled 
“Babe in Arms,” “Strike Up the Babe,” “Little Baby Kelly,” “Babes on 
Broadway” (Presumably the “Babes in Arms” had grown up). “For Me 
and My Babe,” “Cabin in the Sky,” “Dubarry Was a Babe,” “Best Babe 
Forward,” “Babe Crazy,” “Meet Me In St. Louis, Babe,” “The Clock,” 
‘Ziegfeld’s Babes,” “Yolanda and the Babe,” “The Harvey Babes.” 
“Till the Babes Roll By,” “Summer Holiday,” “Good News” ‘what, no 
babe?), “The Pirate,” “Easter Parade,” “Babes and Music.” “Take Me 
Out To Durocher, Babe,” “The Barkley Babes of Broadway,’ “Any Babe 
Can Play Gabie” and (coming up) “Babes On Tahiti.” 
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Broadway | 


Adah and Ted Lewis’ 33d anni- 
versary today (Wed.). 

Esta Silsbee, formerly with GAC, 
appointed Hotel Plaza’s asst. pub- 
licity director. 

Film star James Stewart in 
Gotham for a short stay and then 
to Indiana, Pa., to visit his family. 

Walter Ellaby, export manager 
of Alexander Film Co., back from 
three weeks’ business trip to Lon- 
don. 

Marilyn Maxwell, who’s been on 
a p.a. tour through eastern key 
cities, left for the Coast yesterday 
(Tues.). | 

E. R. (Ted) Lewis, board chair- 
man of Decca of Britain, scheduled 
to arrive on the Queen Elizabeth 
today (Wed.). 

Mrs. Jack Warner and Leonard 
Hammond, g.m. for Fox Movietone 
in France, due in today (Wed.) on 
the America. 

After a month of studio huddles, | 
Universal British foreign chieftain 
Ben Henry will vacation at Pebble 
Beach before returning June 4 on | 
the Queen Mary. 

Gigi now managing all the Hotel | 
Plaza restaurants besides maitre | 
d’ing the Rendezvous Room which, | 
because of its click, is being kept 
open all summer. 

Larry Parks and _ actress-wife 
Betty Garrett in from Coast over ! 
the weekend for few weeks’ stay. | 
He just completed Columbia’s | 
*Jolson Sings Again.” 

Robert Garland, N. Y. Journal 
American legit critic, honored at 
the Cleveland City Club dinner 
Saturday (7) where he spoke on 
general state of the theatre. 

Sam Eckman, Jr., Metro’s British | 
chief, currently in the U. S. on a 
homeoffice visit, has recovered | 
from a recent illness and is out of 
town with his wife on a two-week | 
vacation. | 

N. Y. Philharmonic-Symphony | 
conducted by Leonard Bernstein, | 
will play a “Music Under the Stars” 
concert for the American Fund for 
Palestinian Institutions at Ebbets 
Field June 16. | 

Ray Bolger, after ‘“‘Where’s| 
Charley?” run is completed, has a 
commitment at Warner Bros. for 
another picture, following “Silver 
Lining” (Marilyn Miller 
with June Haver and himself. 

Bob Kriendler and Jerry Berns, 
of the 21 Club management, mak- 

ing their first European pleasure 
jaunts this summer. As an Army 
officer, Kriendler was in the Far 
East but never on the Continent. 

Gov. Ellis Arnall, prez of SIMPP, 
oh Rockefeller Center quarters 
or the indie producers assn. by 
the simple expedient of phoning 
Nelson’ Rockefeller direct and 
asking for the first available space. 

Ida (Mrs. Eddie) Cantor out of 
Cedars of Lebanon hosp, L.A., and 
back to their Palm Springs house 
for a recuperative rest. Comedian’s 
wife picked up a virus flu on her 
recent N.Y. trip and it bedded her 
for a spell. 


short tagged “For Us the War Goes 
On.” Clip deals with mutilated war 


children of Italy who'll receive the 


proceeds. Arturo Toscanini’s son, | 
alter, heads the project. 

Vera-Ellen visiting here for the | 
first time since she was plucked | 
out of a Broadway musical five | 
years ago for a Goldwyn contract. | 
She’s in for publicity on “Love 

Happy,” Lester Cowan’s Marx) 
Bros. pic, in which she’s co-starred. | 

William H. Pine (& Thomas), | 
Paramount producer, left New) 
York Sunday (8) for Atlanta to join 
Dan Duryea in a personal appear- | 
ance trek in behalf of the P & T) 
film, ‘““Manhandled.” Duo slated to 
cover Boston, Buffalo, Detroit and 
New York. 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Mrs. | 
Wendell Wilikie, James A. Farley, 
Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, Robert Sher- 
wood, Fannie Hurst, Helen Hayes, | 
Ralph Bellamy, Tallulah Bankhead 
and Billy Rose have made record- | 
ings for 'Round-the-World Town. 
Meeting, to help raise funds for 
the venture. 

Today (Wed.) is Irving Berlin’s 
birthday and, as a surprise, Ellin 
Berlin fixed up an out-of-the-way 
rustic cabin on their Lew Beach 
retreat in the Catskills as a den 
and workshop for the songsmith. 
Incidentally, his “Miss Liberty” 
goes into rehearsal this week 
under Moss Hart's direction. 

Cecil Bernstein, of the Granada 
Theatres (England), to Bermuda 
for a fortnight before returning 
June 4 on the Queen Mary. Sidney 
Bernstein, his brother-partner in 
the British circuit, and partner 
with Alfred Hitchcock in Trans- 
atlantic Pictures, is taking care of 
matters back in London. 

Universal's board chairman J. | 
Cheever Cowdin and foreign dept. | 
chief Joseph H. Seidelman joined 
forces Friday (6) to tender a 

luncheon to several visiting Uni- 
versal execs including’ Murray. 
Weiner, U studio manager for past . 


biopic) | 


_to Belgium to shoot an ECA short | when rehearsal is necessarv | 

| before ishes 

| Rochemont. 

| Lawyer Jean Rapoport skedding 

|}a trip to U. S. regarding recent 
Ben Grauer contribbing his sery-| French court decisions on pro- 

ices as narrator for a documentary | 


25 years; Ben Henry, British chief; | 


London 


Monte Goldman, French sales man- | pital. ee 

ager and ‘Harold Dudoft, Puerto Harry Alan Towers back from a ,,Advertising man Norman, Burk. 

Rican rep. . | four week round-the-world trip. — | 2 ound all right in hospital after 
Sid Caesar m.c.’s a layout in-| The Prince Littlers on holiday around all rig p 


being critically ill. 
Dorothy Scott, local actress who 
was a regular at Pittsburgh Play- 


cluding Vie Damone, Monica! 
Lewis, Joey Adams, Joe Laurie, 
Jr., Alan Dale, Leslie Brothers, | 
Myra Kim, Carol Bruce, Smith and 
Dale, Basil Rathbone, Harry Hersh- 
field, Jose Curbelo rhumba band, | 
Mickey Alpert, and Valida Snow, 


to the south of France for two 
weeks. 

“Death of a Salesman” opens at 
the Phoenix late July, with Paul | a 
Muni heading the cast. ; | year, 

Byron Haskin here to direct’ Gardens, Pemver. 


Walt Disney's all-live version of | “’hyama League of Pittsburgh will 


has been signed for 10-week 


at Associated Blind benefit in L. Stevenson’s “Treasure Is-! .. sue Oo! 
Madison Square Garden tomor- ae ” s ~ . ae po ern gga 
eile : ° : : ~ m ry ‘as Vy, c a 

|row (12) night. | George Robey and George University Club next Tuesday (17) 





| Formby expect to go to America celebrating $5,000 Christopher 


Cannes | shortly to do series of television | 44rd which she won for her play, 
|S Robert Henderson is reviving “Mother Hildebrand.” Drama about 


life in a midwestern girls college 
has been picked up by Producer 
Guthrie McClintie as a starrer for 
Grace George (Mrs. William A. 
Brady) next season. 


By Margaret Gardner 
Jean-Paul Sartre vacationing at 
Cap D’Ail, near Monaco. 
Marty Schwartz, off to Paris, on 
first lap of return voyage to 


“The Return of Peter Grimm” for 
Harry Green. Show opens in prov- 
inces May 30. 

Jack Waller dickering to take 


America. \“Kid From Stratford,” musical bs 
Mickey Storfer, associate editor pte aay i ay Askey, to Lj 
: feations’ j. | Australia for the fall. b 
of Dell Publications’ “Radio A Th tion Abeet 6 Dee” wow Ispon 


bum,” honeymooning in Cannes. 


Riviera Chamber of Commerce, | thriller by Alec Coppel, replaces | 


hte: banae’ ae Sa _)” | the Ballets de Paris return visit at 
vainly trying to explain, “unusual” | the 
' P ty, ee ily | Princes theatre May 17. 
ee ae ee oe oe | Bernard Delfont’s musical farce, 
Ricky Astric, artistic director of |“ Hat in the Air,” tries out in| 
the Monte Carlo Sporting Club, Birmingham for four weeks begin- 
off to New York to lineup of | ning June 6 before coming to 


American beauties for the Summer | London. ; aes 
Sporting Club. } “Summer in December,” James 

Sir Louis Sterling, grand old) Liggat’s light domestic comedy, 
granddaddy of British disc inter- | OW in its eighth week at the Com- 
“ edy with business showing marked 


By Lewis Garyo 
Peggy Astor, English dancer, 
| back in Lisbon to appear at the 
Teatro Avenida. 

Piero Bernardon has taken an- 
other 12 months’ lease of Lisbon 
Teatro Variedades. 

Charles Girls are a great suc- 
cess in the new revue produced 
by Rosa Mateus at the Maria Vi- 
toria theatre. 

Maria Matos, 


top Portuguese 


sc ( F ; °¢ ‘ >) 

teak ag poll ‘. ak oe upward trend. ; ' | character actress, had to leave the 

Cannes with his wife. | Producer Anthony Skene, direc-| cast of the Teatro Nacional due to 
Felix’s “Blue Bar,” favorite | tor of newly-formed Jason Films, |a heart attack. | 

drinking spot of Americans in off to select locations in Spain for Francisco Ribeiro, leading Por- | 


Cannes, being torn down to make Unit’s first pic, “Fandango,” which | tuguese producer, planed to Rio de 
way for a new building to house | Will be shot there. ; | Janeiro to produce “King Leal 
the September Film Festival. |, Colleen Browning, set decora-| and “Macbeth there. Joao Vil- 
George Rosen, Variety radio tor at Denham studios, 312 years, | laret will play the title parts. <—_ 
editor, accompanied by producer | leaves for America June 8 to Horacina, Brazilian songstress, 
Ted Cott, guest at the Maurice, ™arry Geoffrey Wagner, univer-|after her run of the show con- 
Chevalier radio show, during a/| sity professor and writer. | tract with Teatro Variedades, Lis- 
three-day stay on the Riviera. Proposal to bar distribs whose! bon, will plane to Cairo for a 
se ee product is televised is to be dis-| thre month date in Egypt. 
s 
Paris 


cussed by the general council of Paris Opera Ballet Co., starring 
the Cinematograph Exhibitors | Serge Lifar, Alexandre Kalioujny, 
. Assn. at its meeting in London to-| Max Bozzani, Yvette Chauvire, 

By Maxime de Beix morrow (11). | Lycette Darsonval and Micheline 

(33 blvd. Montparnasse ) Cecil Landeau’s first postwar| Bardin, will appear at the San 
Bob Harley prepping trip to!reyue, “Sauce Tartare,” preems| Carlos theatre, Lisbon, May 10-24. 


Mexico. |at the Cambridge May 16 with; Cimarro Swedish Ballet left Por- | 
John B. Nathan currently in| Claude Hulbert, Zoe Gail, Renee’! tugal for Cairo where it will ap-| 
Germany. | Houston, Robert Frankau, Muriel | pear for two months at the Hel- 


George Keaton and family to | Smith and Marlana. 


| mies Palace hotel. Then a month 
Germany. 


me , George Formby’s gross at Hip-| at the Cosmopolitan hotel, Bierut, 
Leonard Silliman giving Paris| podrome, Manchester, a_ Stoll’s| followed by Casinos of San Remo 

shows the 0.0. | house, was $13,200 week of April | and Campione (Italy) until the fall. 

, — Pahang or og lunched | 25, topping Martha Raye’s record pug, Sama 

| by French top politicos. _ ,of $12,000, and setting a 15-year | od 

oe hye ee see gr wee them | record for the house. Washington 

in at Palais de Chaillot for two re- “Christ in Concrete,” which _*- . 

citals. .,,| Edward Dmytryk is here to direct I = B comet sav! ." =. oeaker 

| Ilya Lopert to Italy, whence will! for Nat Bronsten, has been re- sal mage ah aot AB gee 

|return in time to meet his wife | named “Give Us This Day.” Bonar | 

in Paris. Colleano has been added to cast. 

Chilean femme toreador Con-| Sam Wanamaker is starred. 

| chita os getting plenty front-| Year-old dispute between 

| page publicity. | British Broadcasting Cor ne , ' ‘ ‘ 

| Continental Fox pub ad chief | the “Musicians Union on wutaide | Hiner + Coe Rees, Gee See 


|Gulio Ascarelli engaged to Leslie | proadea: | nitery. ; 
|Lindsley of Dallas. | aoa te h Nga Mig ye Dag ores | Guy Lombardo inked for a bene- 
|, March of Time's Gilbert Comte | musician with an additional $4 nw Sm, Th, oe 


Lawrence Tibbett, here for bene- 


Loew topper Carter Barron off 
to Nova Scotia for a week’s fish- 


arrival of Richard de/| . When Larry Adler finishes in the | 
yman Zahl vaudeville unit, he! ¢... ; 
heads for the continent for a series | eg hg RA 5 eg 


of concerts arranged by Costantine | i 
Kougoulsky. He will do two in| and Hotel Shoreham orch made it 


. : a musical birthday for President 
Paris, one in Brussels and several ‘pyyman at party tossed for boss 
in Scandinavia, returning to Paris ‘eral 7 
for a couple more. 


ducers vs. technicians rights. 


Minneapolis. John Sutro’s Ortus Films. which | 


By Les Rees brought over Mario Soldati to di- | 
Edyth Bush Little Theatre offer- | rect its pic, “Her Gangster Hus- | 
ing “John Loves Mary.” | band,” with Robert Newton to star, | 





Portland, Ore. 


Reiss Bros. at Amato’s Supper 


Mel Arvin Trio with Gypsy supported by Glynis Johns and Club. 
Edwards now at Frolics. |_Margaret Rutherford, has been! Count Basie band at McElroy’s 
Johnny “Scat” Davis band play- | held up due to Miss Johns not lik- | Ballroom. 


ing return date at Dome. ing her part. Sutro is now trying to | 

Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace get Stuart Granger and Jean Sim- | ver Club bill. 
has Mare Ballero, Consolo & Melba mons for leads. | Helen Traubel at Civic Audito- 
and Wayne Gregg orch. | {rium for one niter. 

Jerry Colonna and Harmonica Smiley Burnette in town prior | 
Rascals follow Mel Torme and Jean starting one-night stands. 
Carroll into Club Carnival. | “Ice Follies of 1949” inked into 

Joe E. Brown in special appear- , Hilde from Portland Ice Arena for May. 
ances with the Red Wing, Minn., America. ; | Eddie Fitzpatrick orch_ set 
Women’s Glee Club for two nights. |. Allan Jones and wife Irene Her- for Oregon State College dance 
Successfully sponsoring radio ey ee La pes | May - ' 
ibel ac j adi : we , e Challenge’)! Ice Follies of 1949 s - 

act exempting radio stations will be premiered in Berlin. Fritz ge Md 





Germany 


Volk returned 


| to 


fron slain land Ice Ar ‘or ays starti 

Sceeieatie aiincs pod amarante Kortner holds down No. 1 role, May 24. cee en ee 
care” was not exercised in pre- |. U.S. pianist Webster Aitken giv- Tommy Turner and Colleen. 
venting the broadcasts, South | i & series of concerts in the U.S. Carpenter at Cal-Ore club. in| 
Dakota Broadcasters Assn. spent Zone for both American and Ger- Klamath Falis. 


man audiences. | 
_Albert Florath signed by Wai.er 
Koppel for leading role in “Fate 


Del Courtney orch set to open 
summer season at Jantzen Ball- | 
room May 6. Jimmy Zito to follow. 


$1,553.40 lobbying at recent legis- 
lative session. 


























a Second Hand,” a REAL pro- 

‘ . ’ duction. Wolfgang Staudte is di-' . 
This Is Army recting. Buenos Aires | 
— Marianne Hoppe named for ; : P 
Continued from page 1 leading role in play, “Barbara ,,4™edeo Nazzari off to native 








Italy on holiday. 

Veteran actress Hedy Crilla 
opening film acting academy. 

Miguel Brunetti, 17 years with! 
| Metro, appointed Eagle Lion sales 
chief, 

_ Mexican songstress Elvira Rios 
signed again by Embassy nitery 
and Belgrano web. 

Argentine actress Juanita Sujo 
feted before returning to legit in 
Venezuela theatres. 

_ Sigwart Kusiel, Columbia’s Lat- 
in-American supervisor, in B.A. 
from Rio de Janerio. 
Italian warbling trio of Lezcano 
sisters back at Radio Mundo after , 
successful Chilean tour. 


Blomberg,” slated for its debut in 
Dusseldorf, Director will be Hans 
Schalla, 


mer GI's, rehabilitation of disabled 
veterans and Americanism. Pro- 
ceeds would be given to Legion’s 
rehabilitation program for disabled 
vets, and pic would follow if stage 
production is a success. 

Plan calls for cast made up en- 
tirely of veterans, to be selected in 
nation-wide talent search, accord- 
ing to O'Neil. Prinz would direct. 
Suggested titles are “This Was the 
Army,” “This Is America” and 
“Days After Victory.” 

Proposal was favorably received 
by Legion execs, who referred it to 
a sub-committee for further study. 
Legion headquarters here has been 
open to suggestions on an Ameri- 
can show for several years, 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Harry Koch, WB theatre mana- 
ger, to Hollywood for vacation. | 

Tim Herbert coming back in 
summer opera for a role in ‘“Wiz- 
ard of Oz.” 

Paul Koerner, Ankara maitre. 
bought home in Brentwood to be 
closer to job. 

Peter Fernandez and Al Ramsen, 
two of youngsters in “City Across 
River,” here plugging picture. Director Leon Klimovsky to. 
| Bernie Armstrong, KDKA musi- Spain to shoot sequences for “La. 
ical director, underwent emergency Guitarra de Carlos Gardel.” 


. | 
appendectomy at Columbia hos- 


house for a decade up unfil this | 


|'summer stock season at Elitch’s | 


at. Ohio day celebration last week. | 


ing. 
the Lionel Stander current head- | 


fit p.a., is shopping for a wali 


| by Attorney General Tom Clark, | 


Eddie Peabody headlining Clo-, 


'and Robert 


' Catholic 


| Hollywood 


' Gus Schilling hospitalized for 

Major surgery. 

Barbara’ Bates 
virus infection. 

Raymond Massey limping on 
| ““Barricade”’ set at Warners, 
Robert Alda in town after toyr 
‘with the Jack Carson show. 
| Mervin Houser and Steve Brooks 
| checked into Warners’ flackery 
| Joe Blumenfeld in the Mayo 
‘clinic for kidney operation. ; 

Roland Young in from N, y. for 
added scenes in “The Great 
Lover.” 

Robert Ryan will be guest of 
honor at Jewish Welfare Appeal 
dinner May 18. 

A. Pam Blumenthal returned 
from financial huddles with east. 
|ern bankrollers. 
| William Perlberg leaves for Ger. 
|}many in June to supervise work 
'on “Quartered City.” 

Ned Depinet in town for week 
}of huddles with Howard Hughes 
|! and Sid Rogell at RKO. 

Dane Clark and Eddie Bracken 
signed to tour for the Treasury 
| Department’s bond drive. 

Max Opuls leaves for Paris 
| June 1 to direct the legiter, “Death 
|of a Salesman,” in French. 

Merian C. Cooper in from Hono.- 
‘lulu where his partner, John Ford, 
jis recuperating from illness. 

Shirley Temple and her babv 
will pose for a picture to tee off 
Treasury Department's bond sale 
| drive. 

Jeanne Crain will be guest of 
honor at annual convention of the 
Association for Advancement of 
Colored People in N, Y, next 
month, 


laid up with 





e 
Chicago 

| Chicagoan Ted Briskin, husband 
of Betty Hutton, checked into 
Presbyterian hospital for surgery, 
Gladys Swarthout in town con- 
|ferring with Walt Schwimmer 
-about doing longhair disk jockey 
| turn. 

James Dobson, last seen here in 


'“Watch on Rhine,” succeeds Bob 
Hutton in male lead of “Mr, 
Adam.” 

Ina Clair Birkett, actress with 


Uptown Players, penned film con- 
tract under new name of Brianne 
| Birkett. 

Polish screen and stage actress 
| Helen Kitajewicz here for lead in 


“Sweethearts,” staged by Polish 
Theatre Guild. 
June Allyson, femme star in 


“Stratton Story” in town for build- 
up on film, and also making rounds 
of vet hospitals. 

Joe Louis, ex - heavyweight 
champ, bought into swank Persh- 
ing Hotel, southside Chi, and will 
| make his home there. 
| Illinois Home and Aid Society 
| will sponsor opening performance 
| of Olsen and Johnson's ‘‘Funzapop- 
| pin” at Chi stadium May 13. 

Joey Bishop, new comic who 
came up from Vine Gardens to 
i stint at Chez Paree, may have to 
‘follow doctor’s orders and give up 
show biz. 

Ernie Byfield, owner of Hotel 
Sherman, may take over general 


| eons duties, as well as re- 


tain presidency of corporation if 
Jay Jones, now on leave of ab- 
sence, doesn't return. 


—--= 


San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 


Atkinson doing the 


Brooks 
Seven Hills. 
John Steinbeck here to complete 


/new novel. 


Lena Horne at Venetian Room 
of Fairmont hotel. 

Dorothy Shay inked into Mark 
Hopkins for four weeks. 

Harry Owens orch into Mural 
Room of the St. Francis. 

ABC execs Robert E. Kintner 

H. Hinckley in for 

KGO-TV debut. _ 

Billie Holiday Tivoli 


set for 


'vaude date May 11 with narcotic 
‘trial set for Superior Court May 


19. : 
Alfred Frankenstein, Chronicle 


|long-hair critic, heads own weekly 


musical commentary program over 
KNBC, 





Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Vincent Scally named new stage 
manager for Longford Productions. 
Eamon Andrews to Newcastle 0 
rejoin Joe Loss show as quizmaster. 


Geraldine Fitzgerald in phe 
N. Y. on three-week vacation W! 
parents. 


Frank Robbins, secretary of Iris@ 
cinema and theatre workers’ union, 
back from U. S. , 

W. P. Ryan, biz manager for the 
Stage Guild, sails for 
N. Y. this month on vacation. 

Lord Longford reelected prexy 
of the Actors’ Church Sect 
Abbey playwright Lennox Rob 


}son ig vice-prexy. 
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Wednesday, May 11, 1949 


OBITUARIES 


MAURICE MAETERLINCK 
Count Maurice Maeterlinck, 86, 
ted Belgian poet and playwright, 
oe May 6 in his villa on the 
Srench Riviera. He recently pub- 
lished an autobiographical book of 
his memoirs entitled “Blue Bub- 
‘Often referred to as the “Bel- | 
gian Shakespeare, he was prob- 
ably best known In the U. S. for 
his. idyllic _ fantasy, The Blue 
Bird.” Ironically, it was the reve- 
nue from the film version of that 
lav that suecored him when he | 
was forced to flee to the U. S. prior 
to Hitler’s invasion of his native 
country in the last World War. 

,mong the myriad of his earlier 
writings, his “Pelleas et Meli- 
sande” was converted into an 
opera, with music by Claude De- 
pussy, and sung by Mary Garden. 
Success of the opera Is said to 
have whetted his appetite for 
playwrighting and among his best | 
known of the latter were “The | 
Betrothal.” “Mary Magdalene.’ 
“Annabelle” and “Monna Vanna.” | 

With him when death came was 
his second wife, the French actress | 
Renee Dahon, whom he married in 
1919 after his divorce from his 
first wife, Georgette Leblanc. 





ARTHUR S. WHITE — 
Arthur S. White, 89, pioneer | 
film exec, quondam actor and the- 
aire manager, died in the City 
Hospital, N. Y., May 8. Although 


| field 


' where he 


in the midwest. 
several terms as prez of the Motion 


| Picture Theatre Owners Assn. of 


St. Louis, and at time of death was 


‘honorary chairman of the board of 


Theatre Owners of America. In 
both offices he had done much for 
the betterment of exhibition field. 


WILLIAM WEST, SR. 

William West, Sr., retired vaude 
performer, died of a heart ailment 
at Bradford, N. H., May 3. Until 
four years ago, West worked with 
the Willie, West & McGinty vaude 
act. His place in the team is now 
taken by his son, William West, Jr. 

West was born in England and 
came to this country in 1923. Turn 
played many Broadway shows in- 
cluding “‘Ziegfeld Follies.” George 


White’s “Scandals,” “Streets of 
Paris” and “Laughing Room 
Only.” 

Betore West's retirement, act 


was a foursome, but now is a trio. 
ROBERT L. CATLEY 

Robert L. (Bert) Catley. 61, man- 
ager of the Fox-Oakland theatre, 
Oakland, Cal., and a manager for 
past 14 years in downtown houses 
there, was killed by a truck near 
his home, May 6. 

Native of Australia where he 
began his career as a_ booker, 
Catley came to San _ Francisco 
had been a booker of 
acts for the Bert Levy circuit about 
25 years ago and_ subsequently 


In Fond Remembrance 


WILLIAM 


H. STEIN 


CO-FOUNDER OF M.C.A. 


MAY 14, 1943 


an executive with the old Edison 
Co. in 1901, he occasionally had 
been pressed into service on such 
early era documentaries as “The 
Life of a Fireman,” 
days was used as a 


turnover. 


He later became associated with | 


the late Percy G. Williams, vaude 
magnate, and managed theatres 
for him. For a time he had man- 
aged, the Alhambra, N. Y., and 
after Williams disposed of his in- 
terests to B. F. Keith, he was as- 
sistant manager of the Palace the- 
atre, N. Y. 

Survived by wife and two sons. 


ELMER J. BOOS 


Elmer J. Boos, 60, vice-president 
and treasurer of the Crosley Broad- 
casting Corp., died May 3 at 
Bethesda, Md. 

Boos was a native of Cincinnati 
and began his business career in 
the accounting department of the 
Cincinnati, Hamilton and Dayton 
Railroad. He subsequently rose to 
an exec post. 


In 1942 Boos joined the Crosley | 


Broadcasting Corp. as comptroller. 
le Was named a vice-president in 
1946. During the war, Boos was 
In charge of the administrative ac- 
tivities connected with the build- 
mg of the Bethany shortwave 
transmitters for overseas use of 
the Office of War Information. 

Survived by wife, son and 
a daughter. 





LORD PORTAL 

Lord Portal of Laverstoke, 64, 
Sportsman and president of the 
British Olympic Assn., died in 
London, May 6. 
i In addition to his multiple other 
nterests, Lord Portal was chair- 
man of a government inquiry into 
the distribution and exhibition of 
Ims_ in Great Britain. It was 
Stated that his sudden death will 
not affect the inquiry, but in many 
quarters it is felt that the film in- 


dustry has lost a valuable friend. | 


€ had been intermittently associ- 
ated with ; 
and was on the board of 
theneral Film Distributors when 
‘at company was first established 
y the late C. M. Woolf. 


FRED WEHRENBERG 
pignet Wehrenberg, 68, one of the 
the need exhibitors in St. Louis and 
of ime est and owner of a chain 
of ndie nabes and drive-ins, died 

pneumonia in St. Louis, May 5. 
nick prenberg started in the 
Shrew a and. through 

rewdness and vision: became a 


Prominent figure in the exhibition 





which in those | 
“chaser” by 
vaude houses for greater audience | 


films for a number of | 


worked as a unit manager for 
Fanchon & Marco. He later joined 
'Fox-West Coast. 

Survived by wife. 





STEPHEN ZOLTAI 

Stephen Zoltai, 49, a music edi- 
tor for Carl Fischer, Inc., publish- 
ing house, was found dead in his 
|} home in Jackson 
| May 9. 
| Police characterized death as 
; suicide, claiming he had _ killed 
| himself with a .22 calibre rifle. 


His sister, Eva Zoltai, said he had | 
been despondent for some time be- 


|cause of poor health. 


| — — 

JOHN FRANCIS HUBER, JR. 

_ John Francis Huber, Jr., 51, 
former member of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, died 
May 6. 

He was first trumpeter for the 
orchestras in the Fox and Mast- 
' baum theatres in Philadelphia, and 
‘had been a member also of the 
Pennsylvania Symphony Orchestra. 

Surviving are his wife, two 
daughters and two sons. 





WALTER B. HARRIS 
Walter B. Harris, former assist- 
ant director of television pro- 
grams for the Westheimer & Co.. 
advertising agency, was found dead 
in his home in St. Louig May 3, 


with a gunshot wound in the abdo-- 


‘men. A pistol was at his side. 

| Harris, who recently returned 
from New York where he sought 
ito enter the television field, had 
‘lived with his stepmother. 


JOHN H. ALDERTON, JR. 
John Henry Alderton, Jr... 
resident of Music You Enjoy, 
ne., disking plant, died in New 

York, May 4. 

Prior to establishing the record- 
ing firm in 1939, he had been in 
the advertising business. and also 
held post of classified ad manager 
of the N. Y. Post. 

Survived by wife, son and father. 








BENNIE REED 

Bennie Reed. 54, an actor, died 
April 29 in Houston, Tex. 

During early ‘20's he appeared 
on Broadway in George White's 
“Seandals” and with Al Jolson 
‘show at the Winter Garden. He 
previously had appeared in. with 
minstrels and stock companies. 

Survived by two sisters and a 
brother. 

ROBERT MACK 

Robert Mack. 72, retired actor 
and songwriter, died at the Queens 
General Hospital, Jamaica, N. Y., 
May 2. ‘ 

Starting out as a songwriter in 


‘ 


He served 


Heights, N. Y., | 


in Philadelphia, | 


1882, probably his best known com- 
| position was “Always Remember 
Mother.” He appeared in vaude 
and later in stock and legit pro- 
ductions. 





HENRI ELMAN 


Henri Elman, 57, died of a heart 

ailment in Wesley Memorial hos- 
pital, Chicago, May 5. He was 
chief barker of the Variety Club of 
Ill., Tent 1026. 

He was a pioneer in the film dis- 
tributing business in Chicago for 
40 years, operating Capitol Film 
Co. and Henri Elman Enterprises. 

Survived by wife. 





HYMAN GARFINKEL 

Hyman Garfinkel, 69, former 
theatre owner, died at his home in 
N. Y., May 8. He maintained an 
interest in the Jewish theatre and 
at one time owned and operated 
the Lyric theatre, former Yiddish 
show house in Brooklyn. 

Survived by wife, two daughters 
and a son. 


FLORENCE FISHER 

Florence Fisher, 50, widow of the 
Arthur Fisher, who headed own 
indie theatre booking agency, died 
May 8 in New York. 

Mrs. Fisher was formerly of the 
vaude team of Rice & Newton 
but retired from the stage after 
her marriage. Fisher died of a 
heart attack last July. She re- 
cently completed a deal in which 
the Fisher booking office was 
bought by Al Rickard. 

Survived by a son and daughter. 





MRS. JOHN F. GRIMES 

Mrs. Grace Grimes, 33, who suc- 
ceeded her husband, John F. 
Grimes, as owner of WNBZ, Sara- 
mac Lake, N. Y., after his death 
last November, drowned in the 
Ausable River near 
May 3. 

Coroner Alphonso R. Goff, ruled 
death was accidental. 

JOHN MEYERS 

John Meyers, 71, reputedly one 
of the early recording artists for 
Columbia, Edison and Victor com- 
panies, died at his home in Flush- 
ing, N. Y., May 3. 

In addition to his disk stints, he 
had appeared with the Sterling 
Trio and Victor Artists Octet on 
concert and vaude tours. 





JOSEPH S. WILLARD 

Joseph S. Willard, 75, former 
owner of J. W. Pepper & Sons, 
music publishers, and one-time 
musicomedy director, died _ in 
Germantown, Pa., May 2. 

Survived by daughter and a 
brother, James A. Willard, who 
conducts “Uncle Jim” program on 
radio. 


EDWARD BROZ 

| Edward Broz, 48, trumpet player 
with Ringling Bros., Barnum & 
Bailey Circus band, died in Chi- 
cago, May 5. 

He played in Chi theatre orchs 
for 25 years before joining circus 
band two years ago. 

Survived by three brothers and 
two sisters. 


ROBERT J. HARMON 

Robert J. Harmon, 78, Colum- 
bus, O., pioneer theatre man, died 
in that city May 7. He was for- 
mer owner of Knickerbocker and 
Exhibit theatres, Columbus, and 
had been associated with the late 
Max Stern in other amusement en- 
terprises there. 


BRUNO K. STEINDEL 

Bruno Kar! Steindel, 82, concert 
cellist, died May 4 in Santa Monica 
after a long illness. 

Former soloist for the Berlin 
Philharmonic, Steindel joined the 
Chicago Symphony in 1891 and 
played with that organization for 
19 years. 


MARGARET HEATHER 

Mrs. Margaret Sallume, 76, who 
wrote under the name of Margaret 
Heather, died in Toledo, April 30. 
Two of her stories were made into 
films by Universal Pictures. One 
was “Greater Love” produced in 
1921. 

Survived by brother. 





IVAN CHRISTY 

Ivan Christy, 61, former char- 
acter actor in western films, died 
after a heart attack at the Walt 
Disney studio in Burbank, May 9. 

He retired from acting 10 years 
ago and had since been a guard 
on the Disney lot. 

HAROLD BEAUDINE 

Harold Beaudine, 55, retired mo- 
tion picture director, who super- 
vised some of the early day Chris- 
tie comedies, died in Los Angeles, 
May 9. 

He was the brother of William 
Beaudine, director at Monogram 
Survived by wife and mother, in 
addition to brother. 





JOSEPH C. KENNEDY 
Joseph C. Kennedy, 59, torme 


Wilmington, | 


‘died at his home in Halifax. May 4. 


He appeared in legit and stock in 
Canada and the U. S., and had also 
made a series of films for the 
Canadian Bioscope Co. 


ROBERT SALAMONS 
Robert Salamons, Sr., 57, War- 
ner Bros. home office cashier, died 
in New York, May 6. He had been 
with Warners since 1929. 
Surviving are a wife, son, daugh- 
ter, two sisters and two brothers. 


H. BEDFORD-JONES 
H. Bedford-Jones, 62, novelist, 
short story writer and early day 
scenarist, died May 6 in Beverly 
Hills. 
Burial! services were held in San 
Diego. 


MRS. ROBIN D. PARDRIDGE 

Mrs. Robin D. Pardridge, 77, 
former pianist, died May 6 at her 
home in Troy, N.Y 

She had been employed as a 
pianist during the silent film days 
at Proctor’s, Troy. 


CLAYTON W. LUNHAM 

Clayton Wescott Lunham, 62, 
opera singer and composer, died 
May 1 in Corona, Cal. 

He formerly sang with the Chi- 
cago Civie Opera Co. 

Mother, 87, of Sam and Nat Kop- 
lar, owners of St. Louis hotels and 
the Chase Club, died at her home 
in University City, Mo., May 4. 

Father, 75. of Henry and Eddie 
Cronjager. cameramen, died May 
3 in Hollywood. 

Mother, 78, of B. F. Orr, general 
manager of KTRH, Houston, died 
after a heart attack, April 25. 


MARRIAGES 


Alice Blackburn to Andy Hervey, 
Laguna, Calif., May 1. He's a 
publicist at Paramount. 

Viola Essen to Peter Cadeby, 
New York, recently. Bride is a 
ballet dancer. 

Georgia Graves to Charles Wend- 
ling, Las Vegas, April 30. He's a 
Hollywood agent. 

Carol Oakley to MacLean Chand- 
ler, Chicago, May 7. He's chief 
time buyer for Leo Burnett agency, 
Chi. 

Vera Raible to Stan Bailey, Pitts- 
burgh, April 29. He’s a bandleader. 

Claudia Urban to Walter F 
Mruk, Jr., Pittsburgh, May 7. 
Bride is with Pittsburgh Sym- 
phony Orch. 

Lillian Tully to Aidan Pender, 
Dublin, April 30. He’s a film critic. 

Janese Cameron to Bobby True, 
Pasadena. May 3. He's a musician. 

Paula Drew to Dr. Ira M., Alt- 
shuler, in Detroit, May 4. Bride is 
|actress; he is psychiatrist who 
gained fame three years ago when 
“Mr. X,” one of his mental pa- 
| tients, gave a public piano concert 
'following music therapy by the 
| doctor. 
| Mrs. Consuelo Kamholz Hermer | 
‘to Raymond Seymour’ Rubinow, 
New York, May 6. Bride was for- 
merly an associate editor with Si- 
-mon & Schuster, publishers, and 
co-author of several books. 

Emily Lawrence to Theodore 
Newton, Newton, Pa., May 8. Both 
are legit players; he’s currently 
appearing in “The Big Knife” (Na- 
tional theatre, N. Y.). 


$500,000 Gross 
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boxoffice will not be injured by 
home TV. With such_ potential 
grosses, 20th will be able to stage | 
shows of scope, talent and pro- 
duction that advertisers or TV net- 
works would find it impossible to 
| match for the stay-at-homes. What 
effect this will have on home view- 
ing remains to be seen, but it is 


looked upon as tremendous hypo) 


/to theatre attendance. 
Twentieth plans to stick exclu- 
‘sively to the direct projection 


method of theatre TV, which its. 


|research engineering department, 
|under the supervision of Earl I. 
| Sponable, helped develop. with 
| RCA. Intermediate film method, 
|! such as that used by Paramount, 
' might have certain advantages but, 
Skouras maintains, when that is 
used, the TV aspects of the pres- 
‘entation lose their novelty — the 
show becomes just another film. 
Twentieth plans to ballyhoo to the 
fullest the point that audiences, 
with the exception of those at the 
Chinese, will be actually witness- 
ing teievision. And the patrons at 
the central theatre, of course, will 
be watching the TV production 
first-hand, thereby becoming the 
studio audience. 

Many details, of course, remain 
to be worked out, including that 
of negotiating with the various 
labor unions involved. Under 20th’s 
present planning, the film part of 


|set manufacturers who 


the program would continue to be 
projected locally in each theatre, 
which means there would be no 
layoffs in the number of booth 
projectionists involved. Because 
of the time differential, the venture 
will be confined to the Pacifie ceast 
area, at least for the start, with 
the two-a-day proposal figured to 
compensate for any differences 
that might occur in the opening 
times of the theatres linked to- 
gether. If one house opened be- 
fore another, it would always be 
possible to toss in a couple of 
shorts to fill any time gaps while 
waiting for the theatre TV part 
of the program to start. 

Details of the plan are to be gone 
into thoroughly during the next 
several weeks among Skouras: his 
brother, Charles P. Skouras, Na- 
tional Theatres prez; Sponable; the 
company's radio and TV attorney, 


Vincent Welch, and tele chiefs Al- 
fred H (‘Doc”) Morton, Peter 
Levathes and Irving B Kahn. 
They hope to have the program 


ready to tee off within the next 
Six or seven months. 


To Use Rank’s Pix For 


Zenith’s Phonevision 
Experiments This Fall 


Chicago, May 10. 
Phonevision, Zenith’s system of 
sponsorless, pay-as-you-view video, 
will undergo tests this fall in Chi- 


cago. according to Comdr. E. F. Me- 
Donald, Jr., Zenith prexy. 
Phonevision programs will be 


first-run feature films, received on 
the set by a combination of tele 
transmission and telephone wires 
connected to the set. Plans call 
for a charge of $1 per film, with 
viewer getting the tab on his phone 
bill. ‘Tests will be conducted on 
Zenith’s experimental tele station, 
which cannot be commercialized, 
so the money collected during the 
tests will be turned over to charity. 
When the tests are started, Me- 
Donald estimates 300 sets in Chi 
will be equipped to receive Phone- 
vision, and the response from this 
audience is expected to shape the 
future of Phonevision. 

While McDonald isn’t revealing 
his source of feature films at this 
time, it is known that he’s had a 
number of conferences with Eng- 
land’s J. Arthur Rank. Hollywood 
is expected to make a number of 
first-run films available for the 
testing period, since it is felt that 
the potential audience of the test 
is too small to interfere with the- 
atre b.o. 


Louis B. Mayer, reportedly en- 


thusiastic about Phonovision, ex- 
pressed concern that the system 
‘might create a monopoly. tow- 


ever, McDonald states he welcomes 
competition, and intends to estab- 
lish a nominal licensing fee for all 
want to 
make Phonevision sets, and to 
make the license free to tele sta- 
tions, film producers, and the tele- 
phone company. 

Col. John R. Howland, and 
Phonevision’s inventor, Dr. Alex- 
ander Ellett, are scheduled to dis- 
cuss Phonevision before the TV 
section of the Motion Pictures 
Producers Assoc. next Tuesday (17) 
at @olumbia Pictures offices in 
| Se & Jack Cohn, Col’s’ exee 
veepee, is chairman of the MPAA’s 
television committee 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Den Freeman, son, 
Santa Barbara, April 30. Father 





does drawings for the Sunday 
drama section of the N. ¥. Time 
mother is also an artist, Lydia 
Cooley. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Frazen, 
daughter, Hollywood, April 29. 


Father is a film editor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bingo Brandt, son, 
New York, recently. Father is as- 
sociated with Brandt Theatres in 
N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Harry Culleton, 
daughter, Dublin, April 30. Father's 
general manager of Amalgamated 
Irish Cinemas circuit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Vize, daugh- 
ter, Dublin, April 25 Father’s 
Dublin office manager for RKO- 
Radio Pictures. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
son, Chicago, May 5. 
radio engineer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Harden, 
daughter, Washington, D. C., May 
4 Father is staff announcer for 
WMAL-ABC there. 


Wilkiam Kusack, 
Father is a 


Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Conway, 
daughter. Minneapolis, May A. 
Father is director of public rela- 


tions and entertainment at the 
Hotel Radisson in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Kapell, 
son. Los Angeles, May 4 Father 


is a concert pianist, 
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The Most Seauti ul and Charming 
METROPOLITAN OPERA STAR 
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—"The SEARCH” — 


Completed 10 Week Concert Tour May 4th as Featured Soloist with 


An Evening with SIGMUN D ROMBERG 


Guest Star: 
"HARVEST OF STARS 


(MAY 22nd » NBC NETWORK) 
5:30 to 6 P.M. 
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